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fjiwS^v (pgfiv'lifftcvks* They reprefented, 

the Matters they pretended to give 


> 


an 


rical Account of, in fuch Colours as were 
agreeable to their particular Tempers ; wi 
any Regard had to Truth, they thought their 

Bufinefs was immoderately to praife or con- 


faith he y 

Bifto- 
re mod 
without 


Bufinefs was immodei 
demn thofe to whom 




i 


or 


con 


upon 


rations, th$y were i 

Reason l found it n 

FUJI or y of the Man 

that of the Author , 


private Confide- 
iffe&ed. For this 


th$y were well or ill afJe&ed. For this 

l found it my Bufinefs to enquire into the 




3 


lei 


/ could depend upon 


and quickly perceiv’d, 


Trejudice and 

min ant in thojt 
who pretended 

writ ? were of 
Intereff . 


and Partiality were 


Vices 


as 


Ages as they are now 


vjere 


*ft e 


to le Eye Witnefft 

blinded by fafflo 


3 


rceiv d) that 

as f redo- 
w ; even they 
of what they 

or mifsled ly 


3 


n 


r ; 
1 


I would premife 


this 


5 


ly way 


whatever Er 


(ball he found in 


’/ apology 


1 


fi 


. N f 


the following 


i 


Sheets 


the Ground was fo flippery that l hope l 


may le pardond^ if l have tripp’d feme times 


when 


the Foundation is weak 




i is 


fen able to ex pelf 
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LXXll 



to promife him the abfolute Dominion of all Italy ^ 
apd of Sicily, mov’d Irene the Empreis to fend her 
Ambaffadors to him with JPropofals of a firm and kit¬ 
ing Peace. Charles gave ’em a very free and generous 
Audience, and promis’d by Ambaffadors of his own 
at Constantinople to tyjat of, and agree to whatever. 

for the Good of both Em- 
To thefe Ambaffadors were join’d Legats 
rom the Pope* and they were all honour’d with a 


fhould be thought 




ires. 


very magnificent Reception at Confiantinople. Thus far 
the Matter proceeded much to the Honour and Sa¬ 
tisfaction of Irene, tho’ in the Iffue it prov’d her 
Dethronement and Deftru&ion. Among their other 
InftrudHons. thefe Ambaffadors were order’d to.treac 

f * 

of a Marriage bet ween Charles and the 
the two Empires might be once more happily united 

in their Perfons. Of this Irene is faid to have made 

• • 

the firft Overtures to C/We/,and therefore very readi¬ 
ly enter’d into the Negotiations ; but was as zealoufly 
oppos’d in it by zAtius an Eunuch 




5 


who 



adi 


ftinguim’d Favourite,rul’d with great Authority in the 
Palace, and was become Mailer of immenfe Trea 
fores. He had fora long Time labour’d in fecret to 
advance his Brother Leo, either as an Affociate to I- 
rene, or her Succeffor in the Empire,and he well knew 
all his Counfels and Contrivances would unavoidably 

was 





be defeated by fo unexpected a Treaty. 
sAtius the only Obftacle to the Match propos’d, for 
Nicephorus the Patrician, a Man of great Imereft and 

a- 



ambitious Defigns, declar’d hitnfelf more 
gainft her. He had fome Months before engag’d Ni¬ 
cetas and feveral others of the leading Men among 

the Patricians to join with him, by reprefenting to 


’em how fiiameful and -ignominious it was for Meri 
like them to be Slaves to the Pride and Ambition df 
an imperious Woman y and now added frefh Weight to 

’em the dan- 


his former Remonftrances 
erous Confequences of fuch a Match, and the per 





nxgious 





Irene had of 




Govern- 


/ - 



z 
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Mitylene in the Ifle of Lesbos * left the People* who 
hated him* fhould reftore her to her former Dignity* 
where fhe dy’d of Grief. 

Tho’ Irene had from the beginning behav’d her felf 
[ike an arrogant^haughty* and ambitious Princefs* yet 
the People* whom fhe had oblig'd, by feveral popular 
KSls of Grace and Condefcention* with unfeigned 
Sighs lamented her Deftru&ion* and ’tis wonderful to 
confider how the great Champions of the Papacy 
extol and admire her upon no other Account but for 
her Devotion to the See of Rome, and her blind Zeal 
for the worftiip of Images*- and tho’ neither the 
Tongue of Men, or Angels can reafonably excufe 
her unnatural Barbarity to her Son* they have pro- 
phanely prefum'd to vindicate it by Texts of Holy 
Scripture* and thereby in fome meafure made God 
himfelf* who is of purer Eyes than to behold Iniqui¬ 
ty, the Author of an Ad which all Ages mu ft have in 
Execration*- fo ready are they*by a luperftitiousLo- 
gidk, to join the greateft Oppofites* and turn Dark- 

;nefs into Light. 

Tho’ Charles his Ambaflfadors* who were Eye-wit- Micepho- 
neffes of this ufiexpeded Revolution* could not but ius. 
refent thefe rebellious Proceedings* yet they readily A. D . 
made their Court to the new Prince* and continu’d ' 802, 
their Negotiations. Nicepborus * who well knew how 
great a Support the Friendfhip of Charles would prove 
to him* entertain’d ’em very favourably* and promis’d 
to fend’em back with Ambaffadors of his own* who 
the Year following concluded a Peace between the 

two Princes* by virtue of which Charles was acknow¬ 
ledg’d Emperor of the Weft* and his Empire compre¬ 
hended all Italy, as far as the Rivers Voltumo and O/- 

phanto, with Bavaria, Hangary, Auftria, Croatia, Dal- 
matin, Sclavonia, all Germany, France and Spain, and that 

the reft of Italy, except Venice and its Dependancies* 
which continu’d neuter* with the Eaftern Parts of 
Europe * fhould continue under the Dominion of Nice- 
vhorus • whofe Ambaifadors* having had all Things 

B 3 . i:rant 


t 




Bafdanes 

declar'd 
Emperor 
by the Ay - 
?*7 f h e 

Baft, 
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Nicephorus. 



ror’s Order ; who being thus, fecur'd from Bardanes , 
thought farther to confirm the Empire in his own 
Houle by crowning his Son Stauratius , a Perfon as 


unfit for the Imperial Dignity as his Father, being de 
form’d in Body and Mind. This Solemnity being o* Nicepho- 
ver, and having, as he thought, fettled his Affairs at 

home, he march'd with a powerful Army againft the t ^ e 

Arabians , who had miferably harrafs’d the Empire, bians. 
and from whom he receiv’d a total Defeat the Auguft 
following, and very narrowly efcap’d with his Life ; 
but the Saracens not thinking it fufficient that they had 
repeli’d Nicephorus , and, after he had loft the greateft 


part of his Army, forc’d him to return inglorious 
home, Ihortiy after, under the Command of Aaron A . D. 
their Caliph, to the Number of three hundred thou- go6 s 
fand Men, invaded the Empire, and proceeding as 

far as Tyana , the Metropolis of Cappadocia Minor , they 
took the City, and erefted in it a Mahometan Mofch, 

after which the Caliph feiz’d on other fortify’d Towns, 


and having detach’d a Body of fixty thoufand Men 


towards Ancyra in Galatia , they wafted the Country 
up as far as that City. This fpeedy Progrefs of the 
Infidels awaken’d Nicephoros , who was bufying himfeif 
in Buildings, and other expenfive Amufements. He 
rais’d as powerful an Army as the Time would allow 
of, but finding himfeif unable to refift the numerous 
Forces of his Enemies, he fent his Ambaffadors to A - 
aron with Propofals for a Peace. The Caliph, who 
well knew the Necefficies to which the Emperor was 
reduc’d, would give no ear to an Accommodation, but 
upon thefe Terms, chat the Emperor fhould pay the 

Saracens an early Tribute of thirty thoufand Pieces of 

befides three thoufand for his own Head, and 


Gold 


as many for chat of his Son ,• and that Nicephoros fhould 
not for the future prefume to repair the Forts Aaron 
had taken and dlfmantl’d. Nicephorus paid the Money, 
but as foon as Aaron was retir’d he reftor’d the Forts 


that had been demoiiih’d, and added new ones to 
'em, at which the Arabians were fo provok’d, that they 

eturnd 
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£ 
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% 

eft. Whilft he was wholly intent upon thefe bloody 

jsquifitions* the Bulgarians defeated a Party of his 

ioldiers* taking from 'em eleven hundred Pounds of 
jold* which he had affign’d for the Payment of his 
\rmy. The fame Year before Eafier * Crumus * King 

>f Bulgaria * furpris’d Sardica, and put fix thoufand 

ioldiers to the Sword. The Emperor made no other 
ife of thefe Misfortunes* than with a more heavy 
Hand to opprefs his diftreffed Subjects fuch of his 
Commanders as had the good Fortune to efcape the 
Hands of Crummy he receiv'd fo roughly* and terrify'd 
emuwkh his Menaces* that he provok'd 'em to re¬ 
volt* and fide with the Bulgarians . He impos'd a 
new Tribute upon the City to repair Sardica * and 
Dniitted no Opportunity of exhaufiing his Subje&s* 
and fweliing his own Coffers* which however were 
hardly fufticient for his daily extravagant Expences. 
Some of the Wealth, rais'd by thefe violent Extorti¬ 
ons* fell into the Hands of the Saracens * who* making 
an Inroad into the Roman Territories* overthrew Leo y 
one of his Generals* and* befides the Slaughter of a 
great Multitude of his Men* took from him a great 
Quantity of Gold* with which he was going to pay 
the Army. To repair this Lofs he tax'd all Churches 
and Monafteries* and laid an Impofition of eight 
Years upon the Houfes of the Nobility* command¬ 
ing Nicetas the Patrician to levy it* whilft he pro¬ 
ceeded in another Expedition againft the Bulgarians . 
Being by this Ti’rnp forfaken of God* and detefted of 
Men* he had little reafon to hope any good Succefs 
would crown his Undertakings *• however he collect¬ 
ed into one Body moft of the Forces throughout his 
Empire* and having conftrain'd many poor Men to 
ferve on Foot at their own Charges* arm'd with 
Slings and Staves* and following him with their Cur- 
fes* which were aggravated with thofe of his whole 
Army* he enter'd Bulgaria : Of whofe Approach 
when Crumus * who then lay at Marcella * was inform'd* 

being terrify'd at the Report of the Multitudes he 



* 




(fioman 



% 


Vol 



brought with him, Fent and defied Peace $ but th 

obftinare Emperor, blinded ‘ ~ 



his own Folly, an( 
the Infinuations of his Flatterers, arrogantly refuse 
'it and with a cowardly Temerity, on the twentiet! 

of July 
invade 


y 





when the Dogftar rag d over the Plains 
the Country, often repeating tliefe Words 


Who (hall go and deceive Ahab ? What God 


Devil 


is i\ 


draws me on 


ifi my own Will? By ,whicl] 
he feem’d fenfible of that Fate which his Foreknow- 

* t 

avoid. Whilft he was on his March, 


1 


edge could 


£yz 




his beloved Fav 


y 


forfook him 


3 


and 


fled with the Imperial Robe, and an Hundred Pound 
of Gold, to Crumus 3 which was receiv’d as an un 
lucky Omen by fome about him. For three Days 

he feem’d to have the Advantage, but a£ 
Succefs not to the Mercy of God, but the 


6 

i 


ogee her 
lerib’d h 

Condud 


nd good Fortune of his Son Stauratius 
eedingly threaten’d all the Bulgarian Officers 


He 

that: 

oppos’d his Progrefs, extended his Fury to Brutes, to 
Infants, and Perfons of both Sexes, all Ages and 


A 


denying the Right of Burial to thole who 
were (lain, and with a. greedy Eye and rapacious 



n 

a 


nd 



r» *\ J 


10 


p- 


d on wh 
his Ava 


was able to fatisfie either 


punifhin 


o; 


ofe Chriftians 


with the lofs of their Ears and other Members 


we 


embezzling 

Crum us being fenfibly afflicted 




who 


any 




his 




V 






cat s 


■ 

3 


fent again an 


him, offering 


part of the Booty, 
at the Calamities of 
humble fubmiffive Mef- 
all he could demand on 


Condition he would quit the Country 


to 


Name 


Pea 


s* a* 


bcorn 




and difmifs’d 




d the 


5 


em 



Cr 







ers with 
ion. Where¬ 


by Defpair and the Thirft o 
Revenge, fortif/d and fecur’d all the Paffes the Em 

had broken thro’, apd iliuthim upfo clofe in tin 





Bowels of his Country 

obferv’d it, cry 




tna 


L 


v ! out with 


Niceph 


when he had 


that were near 


i- 



ftonifhmen 


t* 


0 


thofe 


m 


3 


nr 


ver 



That the they all had Wraps they 


ape the Dejt ruction which Co 



i 


threaten a 

them* 


t 




II. St a ur at ms* as we obferv’d before, efcap’d woun¬ 
ded to Adrianofle, where fome of the Officers took 
Care to have him faluted and declar’d Emperor, to 
which the People were lb little confenting, that they 
did not more rejoice at the Death of the Father, than 
they griev'd that the Son furviv'd him. Being fenfi- 
bie of his weak Condition,, and the publick Hatred 
to w/hieh he was expos’d, he refolv’d to confirm his 
Wife Theofbania in the Empire. The chief of the 
Army, and the Principal among the Nobility, who 
detefted the Memory of Nicephoros, had fix’d their 

Eyes 



t 





14 




Cedrenus 


a 

The oman 



Vol 





chad prepar’d with all Expedition to oppofe ’em* and 
march’d at the Head of his Army into Thrace, where 
he fuffer’d his unruly Soldiers to commit fo many 

Diforders* that the Inhabitants began to defpife him 

carelefs of Military Difci- 

pline. Crumus encamp’d himfelf near Adrianople, and 
after feveral flight Skirmiffies both Armies came to 
an Engagement, in which the Imperialifts were en 


as a Man ignorant* or 


tirely defeated and put to Flight. Michael was fo 
fenfibly affe&ed with this Misfortune* that he grew 
weary of the Imperial Purple* which requir d a Man 


©f a more warlike Genius* and therefore refolv’d 


to 


reiign that Honour* which lay continually expos'd 
to the Hazards of War* and the Licentioufnefs of 
an Army. Thus is the Matter related by Theophanes 
a Writer* who liv’d in that Age* and was a Sharer 


9 


in the Tranfa&ions of 


thofe Times* who adds, 


that 


Michael earneftly pfefs’d Leo to accept of the Empire* 


and 


fuffer him to retire into a Cloyfter* but that Leo 


for a long Time refus’d it, being a Man uncorrupt¬ 
ed in his Loyalty* and fenfible of the dangerous State 


of Affairs* and the daily Ineurlions of the Barb 
ans * ’till obferving Michael refolv’d upon his Refigna- 
tion* and that the Enemy approach’d the Imperial 
City, then with much difficulty he went attended by 
the Magiftrates and Soldiers to the Tribunal* where 
he was unanimoufly declar’d Emperor. Thus have 
we the Matter related by Theophanes, if at ieaft the 

Hiftory be genuin: for fome 


latter 


pa 




t of 


that 


upon good Grounds* have affirm’d, that he conclu 
ded it with th 


* 

9 


W 


R.eign of Nicephorus * and that the 


Refidue was added by fome other Hand 
ther Hiftorians that writ of 


The 


phanes in fome Particulars 
had the Advantage of the Bulgarians, Till Leo 


that Age vary from fk 

. They fay Michael at firft 

the 


o 

beo 


C7 -~ «b **** JLstV} vuw 

General of the Eaft* who aim’d at the Empire* drew 
off m the Heat of the Eatcel with the Forces under 

by which means the Imperialifts were 


his Command 

io much weaken d, that the Bulgarians recover’d the 


2 


Day 


3 








A great 

Battel in 

Thrace, 


p 

re fare the 
Bulgari¬ 
ans were 

beaten, 

* 


The ^oman 



Vol. 



a 


ther Ignatius , who notwithftanding was afterwards 
Patriarch of Conftantinople . After this he promoted 
fuch of his Friends as bethought he could with moft 
fafety confide in, efpecially his Fellow-fervants, Th 

and Michael Balbus, of whom mention will be 
made in its proper Place. The Empire had exceed¬ 
ingly fuffer’d by the Bulgarians during the Reigns of 
his Predeceffors» he found the Army much wea¬ 
ken'd, and was fenfible how difficult a Matter it was 


mas 


fill it up with 


Levies 


In 


Time the 


Barhari 


3 


animated by their late Victories* conti 


d their Incurfions, and pierc’d 


the very Bow 


els of Thrace , which they depopulated without con¬ 
trol. Leo endeavour’d at firft to reftrain ’em by fair 
means, and for that purpofe fent his Ambaffadors to 
Crumus , whofe frequent Advantages againft them had 
drawn into fuch a Contempt of his Enemies, that he 
refus’d to liften to any amicable Overtures, and fent 


em back without granting 


em 


an 


Audience 


whereupon the Emperor found himfeif oblig’d to 
Arm, and being ftrengthen’d with all the Forces he 
could draw together, he offer’d the Bulgarians BatteL 
The Difpute was very obftinate, and great, Multi 
tudes of Men fell 01 
mus , who was fupe 

routed the Romans 
der 


both Tides 


3 


till at length Cm 


m 




ho fled 


Numbers, prevail’d 


firft 


and 

great Difor- 


3 


nence 


but Leo; who beheld all from an adjacent Emi 

Bulgarians , inftead of pur 

pillaging their 


obferving that the 


fuing their Enemies 


were bufied 


Camp, rally’d his Forces, and with a Referve of 
Troops that continu’d unbroken, fell with great Fu 


ry 


upon the Bu { s 




renew d the Fight, and ob 
tain’d an entire Victory ,• great Numbers of the Ene 

my were taken Prifoners, and more found dead in 

the Field, among whom fome reckon the King him 
felf, who was (lain by 


the Emperor’s own Hand 


o 


thers fay he very narrowly efcap’d with his Life, ha 
ving receiv’d a Wound 

ten off his Horfe. 



an Arrow, and been bea- 
The Bulgarians were fo weaken’d 

by 



Chap 





LXXV. Leo iV. 


by this Overthrow, that they were forc’d to fit at 
home in Peace for a long time after. 

The Reputation of this Vi&ory, and the Vigilance 
of the Emperor, refirain’d the Incurfions of the Sara - 

Eaft during his Reign ; and tho’ he was a 

> enjoy the 


warlike adtive Prince, he chofe rather t 
Calm of an honourable Peace than truft 


cidents of W 


i> 


for which reafon he took 


maintain a good intelligence with his Neighbou 
that being, in a great meafure, at Peace ever 
thofe Nations who had fworn an 


the Ac- 
care to 
r$. So 


with 

irreconcileable En¬ 


mity to the Empire, he was at leifure 
the unhappy Difputes that divided the Church 


reflect 


on 


Tho 


profpe 


Gourfe of his Affairs render’d him free 


and independent, and therefore he had an Opportu¬ 
nity of entring into the Merit of the Caufe, without 
theneceflity of founding his Authority upon the In 
tereft either of the one or the other Party. They who 
had afferted the Worfhip of Images in the Church 
continu’d to maintain the Difpute with much Heat 
and Animofity, and had purfu’d the Argument fo far, 
that they were fcarce efteem’d Chriftians who had 


adher’d to their Op 


The Novelty of the 


Doctrine, and the Abfurdity of it too, together with 
a Confideration of the private Defigns, or Neceffities 
of thofe among his Predeceffors who efpous’d it, and 
the undutiful Behaviour they met withal from the See 

to oppofe it, could 
Leo an utter Averfion to it. There 


of Rome , who had the Courage 


not but raife in 
are many Things indifferent in themfelves which 
ther the Artifice of fome 


draw into pernicious Confequ 


the Ignorance of others 


The Reprefen 


tation of Jefus Chrift in the feveral PafTages of his 


Life 


9 


together with that of the Saints and Marty 


9 


may ferve to enliven the Affections of the truly de 
vout Chriftians ,* but when the Adoration of thofe I 


mages is inforc’d as a neceffary part of 


Religion 




inftead of a lively Remembrance, and a grateful 

Commemoration j when thofe Honours are requir’d 

to 
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to be paid to the Work of Mens Hands, which are 
only due to the everliving God ; ? tis time then to 
pluck up that Tree by the Roots, which produces 
fuch venomous Fruit. So that without offering at 
thofe frivolous Motives Baronius hath cited from his in¬ 
fallible Authors, we may allow Leo had juft reafon to 

ufe his Authority, as he did, with fo much Vigor to 

He enforc’d the 


Leo oppo * reftrain fo peftilent an Innovation. 


fes tk 


Obfervance of the Council celebrated at Confiantino 


ivorjhip of pi e \ n Year 7543 under Conftantinm Cofronymus 3 


Images 


J. D 
815. 


and publifh’d an Edicft, wherein he abfolutely prohi 
bited the Divine Worlhip that had been paid to Ima¬ 
ges, and commanded 'em to be remov’d out of the 
Church, threatning thofe with Exile who difobey’d 
his Ordonnance. Accordingly Nicephoros the Patri¬ 
arch was baniftfd, and Theodotus the Monk, who is 


faid to have encourag’d the Emperor in thefe Pro 
ceedings, was fubftituted in his room • with Nicepho 
rus likewife were banilh’d Nicetas a Patrician, and 
one of the Emprefs Irene's Relations, together with 
Theodoras an Abbot, and Theophanes the Hiftorian ,• the 3 
we are told by Baronius , that all the reft but Nice « 
f horns , who dy 7 d in Exile in the Year 828, were ftiort- 
after reftord by the Emperor, who, partly by fair 



Premifes, and partly by Menaces, had perfuaded ’em 
o comply. 

Thefe Proceedings entertain’d the Emperor the re¬ 
maining part of his Reign, till the Behaviour of Mi 
chael Baibas forc’d him to provide for his own Securi- 

# this Michael had formerly ferv’d as his Compani¬ 
on in the Wars, for which reafon, when he came to 



be Emperor, he advanc’d him confiderably in the 
Government, which he imputed not fo much to Leos 


Favour as his own Deferts 


o 


Among other Vices 


with which he was incumber’d, he had a moft bufie 
layi(h Tongue, and would frequently 


it? 


Difcouri 
^ofe him 


in common 


5 



' * c 



reftSift on the Emperor, threatning to de 
and bv force marry the Emprefs. Tho’ Leo 


inform’d of Mi chad $ Prefumption 


$ 
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9 

the one and the other. This Midnight Vifit was not 
made with fo much Privacy, but the Emperor was 
difcover’d by one of the Watch, who inform’d Pa¬ 


in. and therefore 


pi a of what he had obferv’d, and by that means put 
both him and Michael upon their Guard. They 
could not but be fenfible of the Danger they were 

refolv’d to provide for their own 

Safety by giving the firft Blow. Michael had requeu¬ 
ed that fome religious Perfon might be admitted to 
confer with him, which, out of refped: to his Soul’s 
Safety, the Emperor readily granted ; this Man Mi 
chael lent to the Confpirators, and threaten’d, that 
unlefs by fome fpeedy Blow they procur’d his Re- 
leafe, he would difcover ’em all to Leo . The Con¬ 
fpirators being alarm’d at this Meffage, and fenfible 
of the great Danger they were in, refolv’d to lofe 

ves with thofe who 


Time, and mingled themfe 


affifted at Divine Service in the Emperor 


Chappel 


and having hid their Daggers under their Habits, 
were nearly in the Morning admitted with them into 
the Palace 
a private Co 

came to his Devotions, and then at a certain Signal 


5 


firft they difpos’d of themfelves in 
of the Chappel, "till the Emperor 


they fell upon him in the midft of Divine Service^ 
and moft barbaroufly murder’d him. At firft they 
miftook the Dean of the Chappel for Leo, ’till he dif¬ 
cover’d to ’em his bald Head, which fecur’d his Life. 
Leo, forefeeingtheir Defign, retir’d in the meantime 
to the Altar, where he defended himfelf for fome 
time with great Bravery, "till being at length over¬ 
come by the Numbers of his Enemies 


3 


who 


3 


with 


out any regard to that facred Place, were refolv’d 
to compleat what they had begun ; he firft loft his 
Hand in the Difpute, and at laft his Head. This was 

the unhappy End of Leo } who deferv’d a better Fate, 
after he had govern’d the Empire with much Prudence 
and Reputation upwards of feven Years and a half 
He was flain in the feventh Year of Lewis the Debon 

naire > the fourth of Pop sYafchal, An. Dom. 820. 


The 
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The Fury of the Confpirators did not terminate in 


the Death of Leo 


they ran with great Violence from 


the Chappel to the Courts where they feiz’d on the 


Emprefs Theodofi* 


5 


and Ihut her up 


Monaftery 


and forc’d her four Sons into the Ifland Vrota , where 
by Michael's Order they were afterwards caftrated, 
in which cruel Operation the younger loft his Life, 


and the elder his Speech 


chad, being now releas’d from his Prifon 


In the mean Time Mi- Michael 


was con- II 


dtufted in a tumultuous manner 


to the Imperial 


on his Feet, for the Key was no where 
fo that at laft they were forc’d to knock 


Throne, where he was faluted Emperor with the 
Shackles ftill on his Feet, for the Key was no where 
to be found, fo that at laft they were forc’d to knock 
the Bolts off with a Hammer, after which he was 
crown’d in the great Church by the Hands of the 
Patriarch. 

# • 

Tho’ the Death of Leo was very much regretted by 

the generality of the People, who efteem’d him as a 
prudent, moderate and valiant Emperor, yet the great 
Patrons of Images exclaim’d againft him in the moft 


bitter Terms imaginable 


Julian the Apoftate, and 


comparing him to Ahab 


9 


other Monfters 


Hiftory 


9 


and at the fame Time loaded his Succeffor, who had 
caus’d him to be affaffinated, with the higheft Enco¬ 
miums, calling him the promis'd of God, a fecond Da- 

the King of Peace , and the like 


vid, another Jofi 


But this good Humour did not continue long to 
wards him,- for when they found he had enter 
tain’d the fame Averfion to Image-Worfliip his Pre 
deceffor had done before him, then they very in 




deceffor had done before him, then they very in*? 
duftrioufly enquir’d into all his ill Qualities,and would 
allow him to be Matter of none that were good, 

At firft he recall’d great Numbers of Bifhops and 
Monks that had been banifh’d by Leo, and fummon’d 
them to a Council to be held at Conftantinopley toge¬ 
ther with thofe that differ’d from ’em in Opinion, 
there to difpute the Point in queftion $ but the Cham? 
pions refus’d to enter into any Conference with their 
Adverfaries, declaring that what they maintain’d was 

' "C i built 
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him, at the fame Time that his Eloquence and Affa 
bility made him be belov’d by all that heard him 
Quality which render’d him exceeding grateful to 
the Soldiers* who befides admir’d him for his vaft 
Strength and admirable Courage. 

Thefe Advantages foon made him Matter of moft 
of the Eaftern Provinces, where he feiz’d on the 
Publick Revenue, and having wafted Afia in a molt 
miferable manner, he took the whole Region 


ex 


ce 


pt a few Provinces whom their Affe< 5 Hon to the 
Emperor, and the valiant Conduct of Olbianus and 


Catacelas , two of Michael’s Commanders, had main 
tain’d againft him. 

Thefe Civil Embroilments encourag’d the Saracens 
to take Arms, and with their ufual Fury break into 
the Territories of the Empire, at which Thomas was 
extreamly affecfted, for he was afraid left his Men 


would defert him, and return to the Defence of 
their own PolTeffions; at firft therefore he reftrain’d 
the Incurfions of the Barbarians by a fudden On- 

and then charm’d ’em with a Promife that he 


fet 

would fight in their behalf, and fubmit fuch Terri¬ 
tories of the Empire, as he fhould conquer, to their 

this means, diverted a 


Command. Having 


by 


Storm that hung over him, he affum’d the Imperial 
Authority, and in every refpe£t acfted as Emperor 
He ftrengthen’d his Army by new Levies, drawn 



not only out of the adjacent Parts, but from among 

the Egyptians, Indians , Fer/ians , and other Nations 

moft remote. At the fame Time he chang’d his 
Name for that of Confiantine 3 and omitted nothin 
requifite to the Support of that Title he had ufurp’cL 
By this Time he was grown ftrong enough to make 
Head againft the Forces the Emperor had fent to 
furprize him, and was fo fortunate in an Engage 


ment with them, that he gave them a total De¬ 
feat ; and very induftrioufly purfuing the Courfe of 
his Fortunes he fitted out a ftrong Fleet, with 


which he matter’d the Emperor’s Navy, and march 
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ing at the Head of eighty thoufand Men, appoint¬ 
ed Lesbos for the Place of general Rendezvous, 
Michael , who beheld the prodigious Progrefs he made 
again# him, reinforc’d ail his Garrifons, and endea¬ 
vour’d to confirm the Soldiers by fair Words and 
bountiful Prefents, notwithftanding which he was 

no fooner return’d back to Conftantinople , and Thomas 

by the Opportunity of a dark Night got over into 
Thrace , before they revolted, and follow’d the Ufur- 
per to the Siege of the Imperial City. Thomas , like 
a Torrent, bearing down all before him both by Sea 
and Land, had promis’d himfelf that the Inhabitants 

of Confiantinofle would open their Gates to him at his 
firft Approach, but, on the contrary, was much fur- 
priz’d when he faw they receiv’d him with a very 
vigorous Oppofition, and moft opprobrious Lan¬ 
guage. This Union and Refolution in the Inhabi¬ 
tants very much diftracted him, and tho’ he had been 
twice repuls’d, he was refolv’d to try his Fortune 
once more, and to ftorm the City both by Sea and 
Land. Accordingly he difpers’d his Orders with 
much Caution and Sagacity, and omitted nothing 
that might ftrike Terror imo the inhabitants, and 

> ro furrender, when on a fudden a violent 

Storm arofe, which difiipated his Ships by Sea, and 
render d his battering Engines ufelefs and ungovern¬ 
able. This Difappointment, and fome fuccefsful 
Sallies of the Befieg’d, together with the Approach 
of Winter, forc’d him to raife his Siege with a Refo¬ 
lution to return again in the Beginning of the Spring j 
but Fortune, which had hitherto attended him with 
Succefs in all his Undertakings, began now to for- 
fakehim. Michael had Time, during this Recefs, to 
furnilh himfelf with a Fleet, and a'Land Army, fo 

that the Tyrant, at his Return, met with greater 
Oppofition than he had done before. 

Thomas had an experienc’d Commander in his Ar- 

rny call d Gregory, who being nearly related to Leo, 

She late Emperor, had been banilVd by Michael into 

* ' ; " ... *“ • ^ * 4 * * « 
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the Ifland Seims , one of the Cyclades , for which Rea 
fon at the Beginning of the War* he declar'd for the 
Ufurper,who put a greatConfidence in him • but now, 
obferving how the Face of Affairs began to change, 
he liften'd to the Emperor's Sollicications, and re- 


folv’d to make his Peace with Michael , and the ra¬ 
ther, becaufe his Wife and Children were in his 
Hands. This Negotiation was not carry’d on fo pri¬ 


vate 1 y ^ UUl x. WU.U vmiwij iMUUWV Ui Jk ^ 

he knew his Defign was to defert to the Emperor 
with that part of the Army which he commanded ; 
but as he was marching away, and before the Em 


but that Thomas had timely Notice of it 


peror could receive the News of his Revolt, he left 
a fufficient Number of his Troops to maintain the 
Siege, and with the reft fell upon Gregory , defeated 
his whole Party, and took him alive, but put him 


infiantly to Death, and then return’d in great Tri 
umph back to the Siege, where as great Rejoycings 
were made as if he had obtain’d a mighty Victory, 
which was more than over-ballanc’d. by the Lofs of 
his beft Ships, which were burnt, funk, or taken by 



2f 


the Emperor’s Fleet. 

In the mean Time Mortagon , King of the Bulgari¬ 
ans, had been inform'd that Michael was block'd up 

by his own Subjefts in the Capitol of his Empire, 
and, pitying rather the Dignity than perfon of the 
Emperor, fent private Meffengers to him, who en¬ 
courag'd him with Promifes of a fpeedy Relief from 
their Mafter, who accordingly march’d againft Tho¬ 
mas, tho’ the Emperor had endeavour'd to diffuade 
him from the Expedition, either for that he was un¬ 
willing to have his Country wafted by another Ar¬ 
my, or that a Reward anfwerable to fo feafonable 
and friendly an Affiftance, would too much exhauft 
hisTreafury, in the improving of which he equall'd, 
not exceeded, the moft covetous of his Predecef- 
fors. When Thomas heard of the Bulgarians Approach who it 
he was uncertain what Meafures to take : he fcnew 


himfelf unable to oppofe them 


3 


and at the fame Time ^ *•*?"*’ 


con 


ganans. 
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mid Slain* 
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continue the Siege 


and which of the two Expedi 




at 


ents was the heft* he could not eafily determine 
rigth he refolv’d to fight the Bulgarians* by whom he 
was overthrown* lofing his Camp* and all his Equi 


page 


After this his Party declin’d every Day. 


When 


life-Fleet, which lay before Constantinople 3 had receiv'd 
News of his Defeat, it deferted to the Emperor, and 
the Refidue of his Army watch’d all Opportunities of 
forfaking him. At firft he pretended to continue the 
Siege* but when he found all his Attempts ineffe&u- 

he rais’d it* and encamp’d at a Place call’d Diaba - 
fome Furlongs diftant from the City* from whence 
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he wafted all the Country round 


o 

a 


bout. 


His Retreat 


from the City* and the Havock he made in the Ter- 

and provok’d the 


ritories of it* at once 


encourag’d 


Emperor to fend an Army out againft him* which he 
receiv'd with great Bravery, but was overthrown ra¬ 
sher by the Treachery of his own Soldiers* than the 
Valour of his Enemies. The Fortune of this Battel 


drove him to Adrianople * where* with fuch as had 


Courage and Fidelity enough to follow him* he was 
block’d up by the Emperor’s Forces 


c w n 






his 

ople* after they had endur’d unfpeakable 


till at length 



liver’d him up bound to the Emperor 
off his Hands and Legs* and then fhow’d 
him upon an Afs to all the Camp. Michael had a 



reat Mind to know from him 
Servants or 
lion 



* if any of his own 
underhand favour’d the Rebel- 
had not John Exabulim , the Patrician* advis'd 
him not to truft an Enemy with the Accufation of his 

fo that Thomas dy’d of his Torments with- 


3 



out being luucra to impeach anyone, which its 
thought he was very ready to have done. The War 


fuffer’d to impea 



any one 


which 


it s 


did not end immediately with the Death of Thomas, 
feme Cities and Cafhes« which had either been feiz’d 
by him* ordeclar d for him* continu’d to hold out for 
fome*Time *• but at length they were all reduc’d either 
by Force* ireachery* or fome other Accident* and the 
Civil War was extinguifh’d on every fide* 
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As this War was fierce and bloody in it feif, fo was 



as 




it attended with feverai publick 
in Europe as Afia; nothing was more frequent 
unexpected Fires, fudden and , deftrudive Earth 
quakes 

the Heavens, Defolations on the Earth, with what 


civil Broils, Deftrudion of Cities, Sighs in 


ever elfe God in his Anger inflids on the Sons of 

Men, all which is attributed by Cedrenus to the Con¬ 
tempt of Images. And as if the Empire fiiffer'd not e- 
noughat home, it was at the fame Time affaultedby a 
dangerous Enemy from abroad, who lopp'd off a con- 
fiderable Member from it. The Saracens were now 


grown 


fo nun 


in Spain, that they bega 


* » 

to 


look on the Country 


narrow for 'em : Where 


fore obferving the diftraded Condition of the Em 


pi re 


and that Michael 


fo clofely prefs'd by Tho 


mas, that he was hardly at leifure to defend a Part 
when he was in danger of lofing the whole, 


9 



fail'd under the Condud of their Prince in fearch of 


which 

They 


fome fruitful Ifland belonging to the Emperor, 
might encourage 'em to plant a Colony in it. 
ravag'd with an infolent Barbarity moft of the Iflands 
in th Q Mediterranean, and dt length touch'd upon that 
of Crete, meeting with no Opposition, for all the Ships 
and Garrifons were gone off to affift Thomas , The 
Prince was taken \faith the Pleafantnefs and Fertility of 
Crete, fo that he retiirn'd the Spring following with 



Fleet confifting of forty Ships well furnifli'd 
Soldiers, and landed upon the Ifland ; he encamp'd 
on the Promontory Char ax, and from thence fent 

fpies out to difcover the Country, and in the mean 
Time fet Fire to all his Ships, to take from his Fol¬ 
lowers any Thoughts of a Return. 

The Emperor, being advertis’d of this Defcent, 
fent a fufficient Number of Troops, under the Com 

mand of Damianus 


(land 


3 


drive the Saracens out of the 


Damianus , being join'd with Phot in as 


3 


P rx 


fed: of the Eaft, gave the Saracens Battel, who at the 

firft Onfrt: kill'd Bamanm* and routed the whole Ar- 

& . — • - 

my 


$ 



Thb Sara*, 
cens fttth 
in Gets. 






28 


» 

\ 


A. D. 

827. 


The ^ontiti Uiftory 


9 


Vol. 



my; after which they met with none to oppofe ’em 
but having built a City near a Commodious Port 

, in a great Mea 


which they call’d Candia , and which 
fare, commanded the whole Ifland 


they 



de 
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grees took in the reft of the Towns, and carefully 


intruded their Superftit 


where-ever they planted 


their Arms. Thus Crete at once loft her Liberty, and 
her ancient Name, for her' new Mafters call'd the 
whole Ifland Cavdia 2 after the Name of the City be- 

fore-memion'd. 

1 

Michael , having put an end to the Civil Wars 


thought it would be a great Biemifh to his Reign 




3 



he fuffer’d the Saracens to fettle 


Crete 


2 


where 


upon he fent away Craterm with a confiderable Fleet 
to recover the Ifland. Cratems landed his Men with- 


Enemy 


any Oppofit 


3 


who 


, and fell very briskly upon the 
d him with an equal Refolud- 


on. 

and 


The Fight continu'd from Day-break 'till Noon 

ts yet no Difcovery could be made on which 
fide the Vi&ory inclin'd, but towards the Evening 
the Romans had vifibly the Advantage, and the Sa¬ 
racens, many of whom were Slain, and others ta- 

, fled away in great Diforder. Had 


ken Prifoners 


the Romans purfu'd their Point, the City it felf had 
fallen into their Hands, but they thinking it time 
enough the next Day to put an end to the War, 

which they already judg’d to be in a great meafure 
concluded, fpent the Night in Riot and Drunken- 
nefs. not fo much as fetting a Watch to obferve 


the Enemy’s Motions ,• who, tho 


, very much bro 

ken and fatigu d by the Labours of the preceding 

difcre 

fen ted 'em 


would not omit an Opportunity which the In 

of their Enemies had fo favourably pre 


they fell upon 'em with great Fury, 
as they lay in their Camp fetter'd with Wine and 


Sleep 


and cut 'em all off, hardly fuffe 


efcape to give the Empero _ 

pedition, except the General himfelf 


one to 


of their Ex 



on Board 


wi 



Merchantman, efcap'd to the Ifle of Coo ^ 

where 


p 
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where notwithftanding he was fhortly after furpriz’d, 
and nail’d to a Crofs by the Saracens . After this De¬ 
feat the Emperor contented himfelf with reftram- 
ing the infolent Piracies of thefe Saracens , who con¬ 
tinu’d in PolTeffion of the Ifland ’till the Year 897, 
at which Time it was recover’d by BafiUus the Empe¬ 
ror, as it will be made appear in its proper Place, 
Notwithftanding thefe fevere Calamities, which 
fill’d up every Hour of this unfortunate Emperor’s 
Reign, he led a loofe defolute Life without any 
regard to Religion, or the Laws. Having lately 
bury’d his Wife, he had a great Defire to Marry a- 
gain, and that it might be thought to be done at 
the Requeft, and for the Benefit of his People, he 
prevail’d with fome of the leading Men in the Se¬ 
nate to Petition him to it, as a Thing highly con¬ 
ducing to the Safety of the State $ and having caft 
his Eyes on Euphrofyna , one of Conflantine the Son of 
Irene's Daughters, he forc’d her out of a Convent, 
where, from her Infancy, {he had led a reclufe Life, 
and marry’d her. This Adion prov’d of very dan¬ 
gerous Confequence to the Empire, for Euphemim , 
a Man of great Intereft and Authority in the Ar¬ 
my, falling in Love, after the Example of his Ma¬ 
tter, with another of thefe devoted Virgins, forc’d 
her out of her Monaftery, and debauch’d her. Her 
Brothers, as foon as they heard of this Irreligious 
Outrage, loudly complain’d of it to the Emperor, 
who commanded the Governor of Sicily , where the 
Fad was committed, to examine into the Matter, 
and if he found what was ailedg’d againft him true, 
then to cut off the Offender’s Nofe. Euphemius , 
who little expeded to have been proceeded againft 
with fo much Severity, drew feveral other of the 
Officers into a Confpiracy with him, and eafily re¬ 
puls’d the Governor when he came to execute his 
Orders ; after which he fled into Jfrick , where he 
promis’d the Saracen Governor of that Place to be¬ 
tray Sicily into his Hands, and pay him a large Tri¬ 
bute, 
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ly approv’d by all but thofe who repin’d at his good 
Fortune, who reprefented him as an ambitious Per- 
fon, and one who had a Defign upon the Empire 
Thefe their Suggeftions they endeavour’d to ftrength- 
en with an old Prophecy, which intimated that A. 
Jbould depofe Th. Tho’ this Emperor is thought by 
fome to have been too much addidted himfelf to 
the Art of foretelling, yet he gave no Ear to thofe 
Infinuations, but continu’d Alexius in his Favour : 
And when Alexius, being inform’d of what had been 
pradlis’d againft him, defir’d leave to retire to a Mo- 
naftick Life, the Emperor refus’d his Requeft ; and 


command 


o 



him to retain the Rank and Power he 


had in the Empire, and that as well becaufe he 


would not fo far injure his Daughter 




as 


becaufe 


he did not believe what had been alledged againft 
him. However Theophilus having a Son fhortly after, 
and his Daughter dying much about the fame Time, 
he very unwillingly confented to the repeated Im 


portunnies 


of Alexius , and appointed him fuch Pla 


ces as he thought would be moft convenient for his 
Retirement. 

This generous Confidence and Magnanimity in 


5 


mad 


him belov’d by all the Men of 


!Theophilus 

Worth in his Empire, fo that his Armies were ge 
neraliy fupply’d with experienc d Commanders, tho’ 
none appear’d fo eminent in his Service as Manuel 
and Theophobus , the Variety of whofe Fortunes make 


not the leaft Figure in this Empero 


Reign 


Ma~ 

very eminent Polls under former 

a Per- 


s 


who, dying in his Embaffy 


left him 

Conflantinopky where he was entertain’d 


nuel had ferv’d 

Emperors, and Theophobus was the bafe Son of 
[tan AmbalTador, defcended from the Blood Royal of 
that Nation 
an Infant at 

in the Imperial Palace, and educated after the 

ner of the Romans. The continual Wars between 
the Saracens and the Ter (tans had driven away, or de 
ftroy’d, all thofe of the Royal Houfe in Verjia , for 

which reafon the few Perfiam that furviv’d the Ca¬ 
lamities 


♦ * 





was oppos’d by Theophobus> to whom the Emperor in 
din’d, and the next Morning both Armies came to 
a Battel, which lafted very long, ’till at length the 
Roman Legions gave Ground and fled, leaving th 


md and fled, leaving the 

Emperor with his Guard, two thoufand Verfians, and win# 
theophobm upon an Hill, where they were (unrounded Danger 


The Empty 
ror in great 


by the Saractns 


who labour’d hard to take him Pri 


foner, and his own Men were as refolute to defend 
him. Night coming on put an end to the Conten¬ 
tion, and when it was dark the Soldiers, by Tbeophobus 


his Order 


fill’d the Air with loud Acclamations 


9 


and made fo great a Noife with their Trumpets, and 

other warlike Inftruments, that the Saracens , deceiv’d 


by the Stratagem, concluded they had receiv’d fome 
Relief, and retreated to a great diftance for fear of be¬ 
ing furrounded, by which means the Emperor efcap’d 
to the reft of the Army, This feafonable Stratagem 
very much rais’d Theophobm his Reputation, which 
endear’d him more than ever to. his Countrymen^ 
and made ’em petition the Emperor that they mighj: 

againft the Saracens in a feparate Body under hi§ 

D Condu#, 
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Vol 


Conduct, and fo far prevail’d that the Emperor would 


fuffer no 


elfe 


command em 


The ill Succefs of this Expedition ferv’d only tq 
make the Emperor more vigorous in Preparations for 


the next Ca 
crown’d with 


Catnpa 


5 


in which his Armies were 


glorious Succefs 


For he gain’d an 


entire Vi&ory over the Infidels, kill'd great Numbers 
upon the Spot, and took above twenty thoufand Pri« 
foners, whom he carry’d in great Triumph to Conftan- 
Hfiople . This encourag’d him to make another Attempt 


the Spri 



but his Army was defeated by 


the Saracens s and he himfelf in great Danger of being 
taken Prifoner x for in the Heat of the Adiion he ad- 


d 


w 


Enemies Ranks 


Body of 


Troops, too far into the 


when Manuel 


confidering what a 


Difgrace it would be to the Roman Name and Empire 
to have the Emperor taken Prifoner, broke through to 
him, and found him weary’d and in Defpair. Manuel 
entreated the Emperor to follow him, whilft he open’d 
his way through the thick eft of his Enemies, which 


Tbeobhihis declin’d 


Army by his Flight 

advanc’d forward ir 


alledging he fliould difeourage his 


which whe 

* 

order to odi 


Manuel 


ho was 


P 


& 

V/ 


d 


he return’d back 


open his way for him, 
and with his Sword 


directed at him threaten'd to kill him unlefs he fol 


low’d 


declaring 


+.1 

£ * 


*vity 


ban 


is D 


brought him off. 
his Deliverer, and 


the State would fuffer more in his Cap~ 

ath) by which Loyal Menace he 

Manuel , upon this, was edeem’d 


tne 


tpe oervice^ne naa done him, but unhappily gave 
L ar to thole who envy’d his Reputation, and, like 
other Princes, inclin’d to deprefs him, whom he was 


Service h 




had done 


Emperor had a juft Senfe of 

i * * •« 


but 


happily 


s. 


able to 


re 


ot 


Thecphihis his FI 


rd according to his Deferts. Some 

s had reprefented Manuel to 
> was preparing for an Ufur- 
s privately determin'd to de- 

of which when Manuel was 


tne tmperor, as one 


r. 


r -• 

zaraceits 


hfui Friend inform 


h 




d 


fled over to the 


^ • 


Condition fce'fhould not be 
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the firft Opportunity to Conjtantmople, where he was 
carefs’d in an high degree by the Emperor* who 
continu’d all his Honours to him. Th ePerJians, be¬ 
ing thus difappointed of their Prince* begg’d Par¬ 
don of Theophilus * who receiv’d ’em into Favour • 
but* to prevent the like Attempts for the future* he 
difpers’d them* by two thoufand in a Body* into fe- 
veral remote Provinces* under their proper Officers. 

Theophilus * in the late Ravage he had made in 
Syria y had* contrary to the earneft Requeft of the 
Prince of the Saracens * deftroy’d So&opetra * the Place 
of his Nativity *• at which he was fo enrag’d* that 
breathing nothing but Revenge* he rais’d a migh¬ 
ty Army compos’d of many Nations* as well of A- 
frick * as in the Eaft* and having commanded eve¬ 
ry Soldier to imprefs on his Target the Word Amo¬ 
rium , the Birth-place of Theophilus * he refolv’d ne¬ 
ver to Iheath his Sword till he had deftroy’d it. The 
Emperor* being inform’d of thefe mighty Prepara¬ 
tions* march’d with what Forces he could raife to 
Dorylaum, a Town in Fhrygia major * about three Days 

Journey from Amorium . There having call’d a Coun¬ 
cil of War* he was advis’d* by feveral of his Offi¬ 
cers* to decline an Engagement with the Saracens 3 
whofe Army exceeded his in Numbers* and cran- 

flate the Inhabitants of Amorium to fome other Place. 

% 

The Emperor* imagining fuch a Proceeding would 
refled: upon his Honour* refolv’d" to venture all in 
the Defence and Protection of it, and according¬ 
ly fent <t/Etius, General of the Eaft* with a ftrong 
Party to command in it. The Prince of the Sara¬ 
cens had mutter’d all his Forces at Tarfus * where he 
refolv’d not to march oh directly to Amorium. * buc 
to fend his Son with part of the Army to try the 
Strength of the Emperor’s Forces* and take fuelv 
Meafures afterwards* as fliould be fuitable to the 
Succefs of that Attempt. The young Prince march’d 
at the Head of ten thoufand Turks, and a ftrong 
Party of Armenians* to a Place call'd Daz,ymenum 3 

D 3 where 


I 


3 * 


The Ro¬ 
mans o- 
•uerthrown 

by the Sa¬ 
racens, 

< 


/ 


j»&o Sg* 

fisge A mo 
num> 




where both Armies came to an Engagement. At 
hrft the Fortune of the Day feem’d to incline to 
the Remans y but in the Purfuit they were fo ex¬ 
ceedingly gaul’d by the Arrows of the Turks s that 
they who juft before feem’d fecure of the Yicftory 
turn’d back in great Confufion, and left the Empe¬ 
ror to the Defence of the Verfians , who encompafs’d 
him round, and with much Courage labbur’d to pre- 
ferve him. However he had infallibly been loft 
had not Night come upon ’em^ and fome Rain fal¬ 
len, which render’d the Turkijh Bow-ftring of no 
ufe, and gave the Imperialifts an Opportunity to 
Retreat. Manae\ y who had the Command of the 
Watch, obferv’d the Rerjians difcourfing in their own 
Language with the Saracens about betraying the Ro¬ 
man Army, and returning into their own Country. 
Of this he immediately inform’d the Emperor, and 
advis’d him to confult his own Safety, who accor¬ 
dingly retreated to Chiimomum. 
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Zeal for Images. Women naturally are inclinable to 
Superftition, which gave Birth to thofe many Errors 
that crept into the Church. She expeird John, the 
Patriarch of Conftantinofle , who fhe thought would 
oppofe her Defigns, and eftablifh’d Methodius, a Monk, 
in his Place ,• after which fhe induftrioufly apply’d her 
felf to the Reftauration of Images, enforc’d the Gb« 
fervance of the Second Council of Nice, and rais’d a 
grievous Perfecution againft the Manichees in the Eaft, 
which created an horrible Combuftion in the Empire. 
The Officers fhe employ’d in the Inquifition a<fted 
with the greateft Cruelty, nailing fome to Croffes, 
and making others die under unfpeakable Torments. 
No lefs than an hundred thoufand Perfonswere by 
thefe means deftroy’d, which drove the reft into anob- 
ftinate Rebellion. For Carheas , a Commander in the 
Eaft, and a zealous Manichee , hearing how his Father 
had been ignominioufly crucify’d, fled with four thou¬ 
fand Men of the fame Perfuafion over to the Saracens , 
to whom they open’d a Paffage into the Eaft, where, 
without Intermiflion, they committed all manner of 
Hoftilities. Baronins his Account of this great Revo¬ 
lution in Matters relating to Religion, which he hath 
built upon the Authority of his infallible Authors, is 
too fabulous to deferve any room here. The reclaim¬ 
ing of thofe he calls Hereticks, was attended with no 
lefs Miracles than the Converfion of the Jeivs and Gen¬ 
tiles to Chriftianity in the early Days of the Gofpel. 
Theodora fpent the whole Time of her Adminiftration, 
which continu’d for fourteen Years, in thefe Affairs of 
the Church, in the mean Time permitting the Ene¬ 
mies of the Empire to deftroy whole Provinces, and 
fuffering her Son to indulge himfelf in all the dif- 
folute Pleafures his unreftraiffd Youth could prompt 
him to, or a luxurious Court afford. Notwithftand- 
ing which unhappy Artifice, the young Emperor, as 
he encreas’d in Years, fo did he begin to be touch’d 
with a Defire to Rule, in which he was encotpiig’d 
by Bardas, Theodoras Brother, who thought he had 
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The tinman Hiftoiy 


Vol. 
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Glicas. 


In a fhorfc time the diffolute Prince had wafted all 
his Treafures, and was reduc’d even to an infamous 
Neceffity, in which he was forc’d to fell or pawn 
whatever was of value in the Imperial Palace. Among 
the reft he melted down thofe famous Trees of Gold, 

w 

which according to my Author, were made by a 
learn’d Bi/hop call'd Leo , in the late Emperor’s Time, 
and were the Admiration of all that beheld ’em $ for 
among the Branches were difpers’d a number of Gol¬ 
den Birds, which, by the help of an Engine, fung 
very delightfully, to the great Surprize of the Specta¬ 
tors, who were no lefs agreeably frighten’d at the Roar 
of fome Golden Lions effected by the fame Artifice. 
Whilft the Emperor was thus wafting the Tseafures 

Bardas his of the Empire, Bardas rul’d in it as he pleas’d, being, 

great Pow as a Reward for his eminent Services, made Steward 

Ha- 


tfr# 


of the Houfhold, and General of the Armies, 
ving rais’d a powerful Army he fet out upon an Ex¬ 
pedition againft the Saracens, in which the Emperor 

accompany’d him, and after he had wafted a great 

part of Armenia minor 5 he fate down before one of the 
ftrongeft Towns upon the Euphrates. The Saracens 


appear’d feldom upon the Walls, and made few or 
no Sallies ,* by thefe means giving the Romans reafon 
to imagine the Garrifon was very thin^ upon which 
Prefumption they grew fecure and carelefs ,• but as 
they were at their Devotions on the Lord’s Day the 
Infidels fally’d out upon ’em, and made fo good a 


The Ro- 


ufe of their Advantage, that the whole Army was 
routed, the Camp and all their Baggage taken, and 
tmnsover- the Emperor himfelf with much difficulty efcap’d. 
ehy°mt by This Defeat, which Manuel receiv’d in his Enemy’s 

cens. 3ra " Dominions, was follow’d not iongafter by another in 

his own • for the Saracens being, upon all Occafions, 
affifted by Cbarbeas and his Manichees , pierc’d with an 

Army, confuting of thirty thoufand Men, into the 
Roman Territories ,• and tho’ the Emperor oppos’4 
’em with no fewer than forty thoufand Thracians and 
Macedonians, yet the Saracens , watching their Advan¬ 
tage, 
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tage, fell upon him unawares, and put his whole 
Army to Flight. 

Thefe Calamities threw the Empire into the greateft 
Confternation imaginable, efpecially when fome time 
after News was brought to Court that the Infidels 
were preparing for another Jnvafion. The Emperor 
order’d his Uncle Tetronas to march with an Army of 
Thracians againft them ,* for Bardas , difcourag’d with 


the late Overthrows, or for that he had Bufinefs of 
greater Confequence to purfue at home, declin’d ta 
king the Field in Perfon, 


and trufted all to the Con 


dudfc of his Brother. Tetronas his good Fortune in this 


Campaign repair’d 


* 

3 


in fome meafure, the Loffes 


fuftainM in the former Engagements 


3 


for he fur 


rounded the Saracens , cut off the Caliph himfelf, and 
his whole Army,- and having taken his Son Prifbner, 
as he was retiring in great hafle to Melitena , he re¬ 
turn’d in Triumph to Confiantinople , where the Em 
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created 

Csefar. 


peror made him Captain of his Guards, and permit- Barda 
ted Bardas to affume the Title and Dignity of Ca[ar\ 
which as it was what he had been long aiming at, fo did 
he conclude he had but one Step more to the Throne*- 
with the Hopes of which he daily flatterr’d his Ambi-* 
tion. His unbounded Power made him arbitrary in 
all his Addons, for he not only divorc’d himfelf from 
his Wife, againft whom he alledg’d nothing that was 
able to juftifie fuch a Proceeding, but marry’d his 


Daughter-imLaw : At which the good Patriarch 


J 


Ignatius 


was 



offended 


that he refus’d to commu 
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with him as it was cuftomarv upon the Feaft: 

of the Epiphany with which Bardas was fo provok’d 
that in a Synod, he had order’d to be held at Conftan 


3 


1 


he fuborn’d feveral falfe Witneifes, who 


tin op 

cus’d Ignatius of having murder’d his Predeceffor Me¬ 
thodius, whole Memory was had in great Veneration 
by the People^ whereupon he was depos’d,and clapp’d 

into Prifon, and Vhotius was elected in his Place, 
which gave occafion to a very dangerous Sedition in 
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Confiantine being dead, the Eyes of all were fix’d 
on Leo 3 the Emperors fecond Son, who, being a ge¬ 
nerous wary Prince, was much offended at the Power 
Theodorm and his Accomplices had by their Arts ob¬ 
tain’d over the Emperorof which the jealous Monk 
was quickly fenfible, and therefore he refolv’d by 

fome Artifice to deftroy him. The Cuftom being for 
the Prince, when he attended his Father abroad, to 
go unarm’d ,* the Monk alarm’d him with the Dan¬ 
gers to which he pretended the Emperor lay expos’d, 
through the Practices of fome defigning Courtiers, 
efpecially whilft he was in the Field a Hunting, in 
which the Emperor took an uncommon Delight, for 
which Reafon he advis’d him to arm himfelf private- 


ly 


3 


with fome of his Followers, and be ready to op 


E 2 


pole 
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pofe any Treafon fhould be attempted againft him 
The Dm- Thefe Jealoufies the Monk inftill’d with fo much 

gerotu 

Craft of a 
Monk. 


Cunning into the pious Prince* that he readily in 



ciin’d to his Advice* and the next Time he attended 
his Father abroad he arm’d himfelf* and fome of his 
mo ft intimate Friends. In the mean Time the Monk 
haften’d to the Emperor* and in great Confternation 

told him what manifeft Danger attended him * that his 
Son had a Deftgn againft his Life * and was prepar’d, the 
next Time he went out to Hunts to kill him in the Field. 
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anckthat, if he took care to have him fearch’d, he would 

ftnd him arm'd accordingly. The jealous Emperor re¬ 
ceiv’d* with aneafie Credulity* what the Monk had 
affirm'd with fo much Confidence ; and therefore ha- 

• Jr 

ving caus’d his Son to be fearch’d* and finding the 
Proofs vifible againft him* he committed him to clofe 
Prifcn* whither the Malice of the implacable Monk 
purfu’d him ; for the Emperor* at his Inftigation, 
had commanded his Eyes to be pluck t out* had not 
the Patriarch* and the Principal among the Nobility 
interpos’d in his Behalf. All the honeft Courtiers 
and thofe who had a juft Regard to the Welfare of 
the State, were highly concern’d at thefe Domeftick 




9 


Quarrels 


9 


and labour’d very earneftly for the Prince 


his Releafe *• to which the Emperor would by no 
means condefcend, ’till he had receiv’d undeniable 
Arguments of his Innocence* after which he reftor’d 
him to his former Dignity* and continu’d him always 
near his Perfon. For Baftlius finding his End ap¬ 
proaching* took care to inftil into his Son fuch Rules 


of Government* as might make him anfwer the Ex 

pedations of his People* and the high Dignity to 
which he was call’d. The Greek Hiftorians com¬ 
mend him highly for his Care in this Particular* his 
Ads of Piety* and impartial Adminiftration of Ju 

ftice. 

feaionable Mimickry of a Parrot* which being cafu- 
ally taught his LeiTon by the repeated Condole- 

ments of fome, who daily lamented the young Prince 

his 


The fame Authors afcribe Leo’s Releafe to the 
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his Condition in a Room where the Bird hung con 


ftandy 




in a Cage* cry’d out, with reiterated 


9 

ints* at a Time when the Emperor was enter¬ 
taining fome of the Nobility at a publick Collation 
in the fame Apartment* Alas, my Lord Leo! which 

Accident added frefh weight to the former Applicati 


ons his Friends had made in his Behalf 


BaJU 


did Bafilius 


not live long after his Son’s Releafe* but dy’d of a 
Diarrhoea, according to fome (tho’ others affirm he 
was kill’d cafually by a Stag) in the Nineteenth Year 
of his Reign* the Fifth of Charles the. Grofs* and Se- 


dies 


ccnd of Stephen the Fifth Pope of Rome * A. D . 886 

They who pretend that Leo * tho 5 receiv’d and re- Zonaras. 
fteem’d as the Son of Bajil'm r* was in reality the Son 

of 

«• 

but the Severity of his Reftraint, which will have 



have no other Ground for their Affertion 


5 




we confider the juft Provocations the Em¬ 
peror thought he had to proceed with fo much Ri¬ 
gour againft him ; how notwithftanding he releas’d 
him before his Death, and defign’d him for his Suc- 
ceftbr* which it is not likely he would have done had 
he not been his own Son, fmce he had others to 
fucceed him. Nor is it to be fuppos’d his extraordi¬ 


nary R efpediforthe Memory of his Predeceffor Mi¬ 
chael could prevail with him to adt fo much to the Pre¬ 
judice of his own Family** ’tis a Maxim altogether 
new* and unheard of among Princes* how juft and 


3 


generous foeverthey may 


l 


their own Natures 


rafier 


BafUius was a Man of a Spirit and Capacity much ^ 
above his Birth and Education* which he made ap¬ 
pear in many remarkable Inftances throughout his 

He cautiouily declin’d engaging himfelf in 


Reign 

the Difputes of Relig 
the contending Pa 


3 


and thereby kept fair with 
though he diligently la- 

His 


bour’d to promote the Peace of the Church 

£ 

Care was in nothing.more confpicuous than in his re¬ 
forming and new modelling the Laws of the Em- 

which had loft much of their Authority fmce 

Era- 
pire* 



the 


Days of Juflinianj as well in the Eaftern 
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circumvent ffiim $ fo that having 
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ion againft the Hungarians, who had pafs’d the Ifier, 

and were deftroying Bulgaria with Fire and Sword. 


H i 


The Hungarians receiv’d him with great Courage, and* 
after an hot Difpute on both fides, t§tally overthrew, 
him. The Flower of all his Army was cut off, and Simeon 
he efcap’d with great hazard to whjlft the Hun- 

of whom £ u a f c T£ 




b 





parians purfu’d thofe of his Forces that fled 

~ and fold ’em for the Hun 

4 

to the Emperor. This Misfbr* gaiiam. 
tune had taught Simeon to a <9: with a little more Mo¬ 
deration, for obferving that the Emperor’s Forces, un 

orusy were approaching, he 

fent and earneftly defir’d Peace from Leo , who as 

readily granted it, and gave Orders for his Fleet and 

Army to return home. 

Simeon no fooner found the Danger remov’d but 
he threw Leo's Ambaffadors into Prifon, and fell with 

whom he 

defeated^ and in a barbarous manner ravag’d all their 

and when the Emperor, who was unable 
to affift his Confederates upon fo fhort a Warning 

and demanded a Ra 
arrogantly declar’d he 


an unexpe&ed Fufy upon the Hung 


9 



9 



9 
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tificationof the Treaty 
would By no means condefcend to a Peace ’till all the 
Bulgarians x who had been taken Prifoners, were re¬ 
leas'd ; this the Emperor, after fome Hefitation, con- 
fenced to, notwithstanding which Simeon would not 
confent to lay down his Arms, but infilled on new 
Demands more unreafonable than the former; at 
which Leo was fo incens’d that he refolv’d to fall upon 


• 4 


him with the whole Power of the Empire 


and 


9 



poflible, to deftroy him. Some Mifunderftanding Be 
tween the General Officers, occafion’d by the In 

trigues of Zantz,as 3 who govern’d with too unlimited 


an. Authority in the Court, deftroy’d the hopes of 
this Expedition $ for Simeon fell upon the Romans 

whUft they were at Variance among themfelvesj and 
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obtain’d 
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ties dif 


cover'd, 
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ory 
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obtain'd an entire Vi dory oyer'em, which conftraih'd 

the Emperor at length to confent to a Peace upon 


the beft Terms he could obtain 


5 


which however was 


©bferv’d no longer than it was judg'd beneficial either 
to the one fide or the other, and the War was carry'd 
on with various Jiiccefs between both Nations during 
all this Emperor's Reign. For notwithstanding all 


all this Emperor's Reign. For notwithstanding all 
his great Care and Vigilance, the Bulgarians watch'd 
all Opportunities of infulting the Empire. 

Whilft Leo was engag’d in thefe Wars abroad, feveral 


Defigns were form’d 


gainft his Perfon at home 


which however were feafonably difcover’d 


3 


and the 


Traitors defervedly punifli'd, tho 5 ono 
A. D. with great Hazard of his Life. For goin 

9 °i. proceffion to Church on Whitfunday 

Several cu fl; 0 niary upon that Feftival, a Felloe 


tho 5 once he efcap'd 
For going in afolemn 

y hit fun day , as it was 
a Fellow watch'd his 


Opportunity 


and gave him fo great a Blow oh his 


Head 
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that all about Sim defpair’d of his Life 


The 
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Fellow was immediately feiz'd and tortur'd, in order 


to force him to 


could extort nothing from him 

on as difiemper’d in his Brain, 


Difcovery, but all they could do 

f « • _ ) * ._t _ 'it : . * 3 1 


an end to a*ny further Scrutiny 


'tis true he was look'd 
which it's thought put 


Indeed Alexander* 


the Emperor’s Brother 


3 


was miftrufted to have given 


Life to all thefe Confpiracies, notwithflanding which 


Leo made no Enquiry againft him 


either for that he 


had then 

caufe, being a Man of no Merit or Efteem, he 
thought it beneath his Worth to apprehend any Dan- 


Son of his own to fucceed him 


or be 


Leo war 

* 

yies Zoe 
pis Concu 

him. 


ger from him. 

Some time before th 


prefs Theoph 


I 

Leo , having bury’d his Em 


with much Pomp 


marry'd Zoe his 


beautiful Concubine, and put the Imperial Crown on 
her Head. She enjoy'd not thofe Honours long, but 
dy’d within two Years after her Advancement, arid 
was fucceeded by a Woman of a Beauty equal to her 
own, nam’d Eudocut^ who dying in Child-bed not ve¬ 


ry long after, left the Emperor once more a Widower. 

As yet he had rib Son to fucceed him, at which he 

was 
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addi&ed to Aftrology* he was affur’d 

which en- 
to look out for another Wife, and was 





>• / 


. 1 


to marry a 

Confcantine* The fourth 








declar’d Zoe Emprefs, which was 


1 a 

not 




time 




* 1 


not only 

but excotnmu- 















upon Leo s earned Application* to reftore him 

# 

and 

mi us in his Place. Itficbolaus would 

himfelf with fo much Obftinacy* 

and 



he had not 

Declarations pf feveral other Bifliops his Suffragans 
Who adhered Itedfaftly to him in his Expulfion 

who were of a more peacable Tern 

new 



j 

9 




In Schifin 

Emperor’s Behalf* whereupon a Schifm enfu’d in the Ea 


in the Church. 



Jiern 
Church . 



were hardly over before lhe Sj ' ra 


r was 


cens infe 



ariarss 


man no 


took Vauromhnum in 


t 




a Fleet* with which 
and having (lain a 


Romans they conquer’d Lem 

an incredible Num- 
After this they did great Mifchiefs 



#<■ 



i 


call d Led Attaleus , who put the Im- 

into a great Confternation. The 


Kl 

ft 


& 

$ 

h 




3 


<: 
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to befrege Tbejjalonica s which 

they 
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oman 
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they took and plunder’d, and had deftroy’d the City 
had they not been bought off with a vaft Sum of 
Gold. Leo, after thefe Difgraces at Sea, where he 
found hirnfelf unable to contend with the Infidels, 
thought it not improper to make fome Reprifals upon 
'em by Land ; and having rais'd a very powerful Ar¬ 
my he gain'd feveral Victories againft 'em in the Baft, 
under the Conduct of Eufiathius Argyrus , and An dr om¬ 
ens Due as ; And had not fome fatal Diffentions put a 
flop to the Progrefs of his Arms, he had infallibly 
obtain’d as great or greater Advantages againft ’em 


They am- than any of his Predeceffors 


Samonas 


Saracens by 


fff Birth 3 having difeover’d fome dangerous Defigns 
.. ~ sror, was, by Advice of the 


gttes 

Sara 



favourite* Senate 


form’d againft the Emp 


5 


as 


well 


by Leo s particular Inclinations to 


his Perfon, advanc'd to Employments of the higheft 


Truft and Profit. He made 


outward formal Pro 


feffion of Chriflianity,but inwardly nouriflfd thePoi 
fon with which he was infedted at his Birth, and ha 


ving 


prodigious manner enrich’d himfelf. 


he 


* s 


attempted to efcape with all his Wealth into his own 
Country but after feveral Accidents upon the Road 


flopp'd, and brought back to Conflantinople by Con 


ft ant inus Ducas , the Son of the General Androni 


9 • 


The Emp 


otwithftanding his intended Deferii 


on 




reftor’d him upon a fpecious Submiffion to his 


Favour, and, continuing him in 



left it in 




9 — 


his Power to revenge himfelf upon thofe who had 


forc'd him back. Shortly after this Accident Himerius 

and Andronicus Ducas were declar’d Generals 


Sarac 




and Sam 


having 


d 



im 


placable Hatred to Andronicus upon the Account of 
his Son Ccnfiantine , prevail'd with one of the Generals, 
Ms mofi intimate Friend, to advife him by Letter by no 

means to join with Himerius in any Enterprise againft the 
Saracens, for that Himerius had Orders from,the Emperor 

his Eyes as foon as he could get him into his Tower. 

Andronicus unhappily liften’d to thefe Infinuations, and 
uffer’d Himerius to 


pu 


* ? 
z. 



without him, not with 

4 

ftanding 


V 





i 





T 

^ Xo 



Leo 



0 
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which the Saracens were totally defeated 


his Succefs againft the Infidels at 


reminded 


onicus of his Duty, and the Error he had com¬ 
mitted ; fo defpairing of a Pardon from the Empe¬ 
ror he feiz’d on a Caftle near Iconium , where he pre¬ 
par’d for a Revolt, whilft Samonas was ufing all the 
Power he had at Court to his Deftrudiion. repre 
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fenting to Leo, with all the Force his Malice was 

Matter pf, Hoiu contumaciouljyhe refus'd to join with 


Himerius in the Exped 


j 


Rebellion 


Tho 


and was now ripe ft 


a 


Leo was unwilling to believe any 
thing to the Prejudice of Andronifas , who had hitherto 


ferv’d him with much Honour and Integrity 


yet be 


ing ignorant of Samonas his wicked Artifice, and 

fledting on the Generals late Behaviour, he com 
manded a ftrong Army to be fent againft him, where 

upon Andronicus fled with all he had to the Saracens 


by whom he was receiv’d 
nefs and Refpedt 



all imaginable Kind 


9 


Leo 


y 


foon as the heat of his Refentment w T as over. 


began to reflect on what he had done. He could not 
be ignorant of the Reafons Samonas had to a St with 
fo much Vigour againft Andronicus , and regretted at 
once the good Subject his Credulity had loft, and 
what an Enemy he had rais’d up in his ftead, and re- 


folv’d, if poffible 

leas’d a Saracen Captive, on Condition he would 


y 


to recal him. Accordingly he 


carry fome Letters 



him to Andronicus 


the 


Saracen readily undertook the Service, but being brib’d 
by Samonas, inftead of conveying ’em to Andronicus , 

he deliver’d the Letters to the Caliph, wherein he 
invited him home, promis’d to reftore him to his for¬ 
mer Dignity and Efface, and gave him all ima¬ 
ginable affurance of frefli Encouragement. The 
Caliph having read the Letters immediately threw 

Andronicus and his Friends 

were treated with all 


Prifon, where they 


” —■ »»»n* «-**«. imaginable Seventy, under 

which Andronicus miferabiy perifh’d; others abjur’d 

their Religion for the fake of their Liberty, to which 

after 


9 




after many Hardships,- they were reftorid | and the 

reft, with exceeding difficulty, efcap'd to Confianti- 

nople 3 with Confiantine , Andronicus his Son, of whom 

the Reader may exped a farther Account hereafter. 
Leo's Whatever Grounds Leo had for his Proceedings a- 
emflefs ' gain ft Andronicus^ it doth not appear, but the Jealou- 
ledoufes* fj e h e h a d conceiv'd againft Eufiatkius Agryrus was 

even more unwarrantable. Euftathius had given the 
Emperor, and feveral of his Predecefibrs, frequent Xn~ 
ftances of his great Integrity and Condud in many 
Services both by Sea and Land, notwithftanding 
which, without any Ipparent Crime urg’d againft him, 
he was turn'd out of all his Employments on a hid¬ 
den, and was not fuffer’d long to enjoy the Sweetnefs 
of a private Life, being fhortly after taken off by 
Poifon, to the great Diffatisfadion as well of the Sea¬ 
men as the Soldiers, by whom he was univerfally be- 
lov'd. The Behaviour of Leo, in thefe Particulars, 
ftiows us how unhappy fome Princes are in the Choice 
of their Favourites. And Ywas equally as difficult for 
any one to find out aReafon for the Misfortune of thefe 
two Great Men, as for the extraordinary Favours, 
notwithftanding all his Perfidious Intrigues, conti¬ 
nued to Samonas 3 who was grown into fo great a Cre¬ 
dit with the Emperor, that he lent for the Favourite's 
Father, entertain’d him in the Imperial Palace, and 
out of a religious, but dangerous Vanity, fhow’d him 
all the rich Furniture and Treafure of the Church. 
The old Man was fo charm'd at the Power and Autho¬ 
rity with which he faw his Son govern in Conftantino~ 
pie , that he would willingly have ftaid there, and been 
Partaker with him in it, had not Samonas perfuaded 
him to continue ftedfaft in his Religion, which he 
never had renounc'd from his Heart, and return into 
his own Country, whither he intended to follow him 
with the firft Opportunity. The Father being gone, 
the Emperor grew every Day more profufe in his 
Favours to his Son, 'till by degrees he grew, as if 
were, intoxicated with too much Power, and by thai 

mean 







f 





and fhare with him in his libidinous Courfes. He was 
fenfible that thefe Proceedings had render’d him odi¬ 
ous to the People, whole Eyes and Willies were fix’d 
on his Nephew Confiantine, whom therefore he de- 
iign’d to caftrate, and thereby render him incapable 
of the Suceeffion, which he propos’d to fettle on a De¬ 
bauchee ^ call’d Bafilit&as, a Fellow of obfcure Birth 

and Fortune, ’till enobled by him for being his Com¬ 
panion in all his abominable Extravagancies, Thofe 
who were near his Perfon, and bore any Refpecft to 
the Memory of Leo, perfuaded him to fufpend the 
Execution of his Delign for feme Time, in Confede¬ 
ration that the Child was young and lick, and would 
ftiortly, in all probability, be call’d out of the way by 
a natural Death, which would fave him the Expence 
of fo unpopular an Attempt. The hopes of that, and 
an affurance that the Prince was yet too young toraife 
any Difturbances againft .him, reftrain’d him for the 
prefent from his bloody Purpofe. 

Zeo , the Mother of .Cov ft amine, had, from the 
Death of Leo, veryvigoroufly endeavour’d to oppofe 
Alexander, at which being provok’d, by the Advice 
of his new Minifters, he banifh’d her from the Court, 
where none w r ere fuffer’d but thofe who were of as 
brutifh Appetites as himfelf. And that his Tranf- 
actions abroad might bear a Refemblance to thofe at 
home, he difmifs’d, in an ignominious manner, the 
AmbaiTadors of the Bulgarians, who were come to 
renew the League formerly concluded • whereupon 
the War broke out afrefh between both Nations, 
and prov’d, in the Iflue, very unfortunate to the 

Romans . 

♦ 

Thus had this unfortunate Prince, in lefs than a 
Years Time, reduc’d the State to the laft Extremity; 
being hated at home, where he was ferv’d by none 
but inch as were Slaves to his fenfual Pleafures,* and 
defpis’d abroad, where his Enemies, juftly provok’d 
againft him, were arming for his Definition. All 
thofe, who were able or willing to ferve their Coun¬ 
try 
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try in fa dangerous a Conjun&ure, were difgrac’d 
and banifh'd, and the foie Management of Affairs 
committed to the Hands of thofe who feem'd to de- 
fire its DeftrucHon. Ail this while he purfu'd with 
great Application his diffolute Courfes, laughing at 
the facred Orders of the Church, blafpheming God, 

and oppreffing Man • "till Death haften'd on by his Alexan- 
Intemperance, releas’d the State from fo pernicious dtsdies. 
a Monfter, and took him off in the midft of his De¬ 
baucheries. Having one Day exercis'd himfelf at 
Tennis, after a great fit of Gluttony, he play’d with 
fo much Violence, that he broke iome of the Vef- 
fels, and continu'd to bleed inwardly ’till he dy'd. 

Before his Death he declar'd his Nephew Conftantine 
his Succeffor, but appointed thofe for his Governors, ^12. 
during his Minority, as had in his Life-time been 
his mod darling Companions, all which however 
were fliortly after remov’d by Zoe s the young Em¬ 
peror’s Mother, whom they were forc'd much a- 
gainft their Wills, to recal to Court. 

Alexanders fudden Death, and the'Contempt the c 0 nftan- 
generality of the People had for thofe who were af- cine VI. 
fign'd for the young Prince his Governors, encou¬ 
rag'd fome, who were Friends to Conftantine Ducas, 
the Son of Andronicus , to aim at an Innovation. 

Ducas was at that Time abfent, but was quickly 
advertis’d by his Friends of Alexanders Death. They 

reminded him of the dangerous Condition the State was 

in 3 threaten d from abroady and divided at home 3 that in 

the mean Time the Empire wanted a Head to govern 
and proieB it, that it would infallibly be dijfolv'd if he 
did not appear in its behalf j and by a timely Defence 
prevent the Ruin that attended it 3 there being no Man 
living fit to govern but himfelf Leo } the late Em-* 

peror, is faid to have admonifh'd Ducas of his Duty 
upon his Return to Conftantinople 3 which was before 

obferv'd $ And to have advis'd him 3 notwithftanding the 
Encour 

aim at 


agement he might receive from his Name , never to 

the Sovereignty } That if he contented himfelf with 



z 


a 



I 






ory 





a private $tate 3 in which he, was horny he might live 
long and happy ; hut if ever he attempted the Imperial 
Dignity 3 that very Tlace * ivhere now he was treated with 
fo much Honour and Magnificence * would inevitably be the 
Coiiihn- .‘Scene of his Defiruftion. Confiantinus Ducas either had 

tinus Du- forgot this friendly Admonition* or difregarded it* 
cas fits up He g ave a ready Ear to the dangerous Invitati- 
Jor kimjeifi ons ^ unhappy Friends* and haften'd by Nighty 

with a feled Body of Men to Confiantinopley and be¬ 
ing got into the Caftle fummon’d all his Friends to 
attend him. Many there were of great Power and 
Authority in the City that anfwer’d his Summons* 
and repair’d to the Caftle; from whence* after a 
few Hours fpent in fome previous Confultations* 
they went in a great Multitude, with Torches in 
their Hands* before it was Light* to the publick 
Circusy and with joyful Acclamations faluted him 
Emperor. 

The young Emperor’s Governors had quickly an 
Account of this dangerous Tumult, and fent John 3 
who, was one of the Number* at the Head of fome 
Seamen* and fuch others as were the moft forward 
to defend the Prince* with Orders to oppofe the U« 
furper* who met with little or no Opposition ’till he 
got to the Court of Guard* where the Soldiers, being 
encourag’d by Johns Approach* made a very vigorous 
Refiftance. Gregory , the Son of Ducas 3 and fome 
, ndis qaint others of his moft intitfiate Friends wereflain at the 

* firft Onfet; and fhortly after Ducas himfelf being 
thrown from his Horfe as he was encouraging his 
Men* who began to give Ground* was feiz’d by lome 
of the Imperial Guards, who cut off his Head* and 
prefented it to the Emperor. With Ducas fell the 
Life and Hopes of all his Party, the Principal of 
whom were punifh’d either by Death or Banifhmene, 
This unexpected Infurreriion, fo happily crufti’d in 
Its Birth* gave the young Prince his Governors a fair 
Pretence of calling fuch of the Senators to an Ac~ 

Beha- 

# ^ 

viour 


count* who were too honeft to approve of their 
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viour in their Authority j* and ’tis thought many’of 

that Rank, tho’ innocent, had fuffer’d, had notone of 
the Judges, more courageous than the reft, boldly 

ask’d ’em. How they durfi attempt Things of fo high a Na¬ 


ture during the Emperor s Minority ? 

In the midft of thefe Domeftick Diftraftiom Sime 

on, King of Bulgaria , being juftly provok’d at the 
Indignities put upon his Ambaffadors by Alexander, 
had, with a very powerful Army invaded the Em- The Bn 1 

pire, and was by this Time advanc’d fo near to Con- 
flantinople , that he had great hopes of taking it; but ^ E e m * 
met with fo vigorous a Reception from the Inhabitants, pire 
who trufted not fo much to their Walls, tho’ they 
were very ftrong, as their own Courage, that after 
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feveral unfuccefsful Attempts he was forc’d to retire 
and offer feme Overtures for a Treaty, which were 
very willingly embrac’d by the Governors, and the 
Matter was carry’d on fo far, that Simeon was admit¬ 
ted to Dine with the Emperor, who receiv’d him 
very honourably, and difmifs’d him laden with rich 
Prefents. Notwithftanding which the Treaty was 
either broke before it could be brought to an happy 
Conclufion, or the Peace violated foon after. For 
by that Time the Emprefs Zoe had been recall’d to 
Court, and confirm’d in her Authority, Simeon broke 
once more into Thrace , and deftroy’d all with Fire 
and Sword, continuing long in no Place ’till he ar¬ 
riv’d at Adrianople , which he refolv’d to take either by 
Force of Arms, or the Power of his Prefents. The 
latter prov’d the more prevalent, for it was betray’d 

to him by one Vancratucas , an Armenian , who had 


/ 


t 


been corrupted by Gold to that purpofe, and was 
afterwards, by the fame means, recover’d to the Em¬ 
peror. 

Whilft Zoe was thus attack’d on* one Side by the 

Bulgarians , the Saracens from Tyre infefted the Mari- dnd the 

tim Parts of ‘the Empire on the other; whereupon Saracens, 
fhe confulted with the Senate what was to be done 


in fuch an Extremity ^ in which it was refolv’d to 




make 
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The tinman Hijlory 


VoL 



O’ 


make Peace, if poffible, with the Saracens 5 and di- 
re61 the whole Power of the Empire againft the Bui- 

being divided among them 


gartans 


The 5 


ielves at home,, and fadsfy’d for the prefent with 

* readily agreed to an Ac¬ 
commodation *• fo that Zoe being now difintangied 


their late Depred 


from them,, fent Leo Fbocas at 
lant Army againft the Bulga 


Head of a very gal 

Leo mufterd his 

* 

Army at Dtabafis * being a - capacious Plain* and fit 
for fuch a Purpofe. Pie found the Troops in as good 
a Condition as he could defire* yery well difci- 

againft the Enemy* to 


plin'd 


and eager to be led 
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The Ro¬ 
mans ^ • , 

del eared by , 

the iiulga- iXped 

sians. 


which they had been encourag'd by a late Donative 
from the Emprefs. Here the great Chaplain of the 
Palace* having firft made 'em all kneel down* and 

t it out to the laft, in a folemn manner 


fwear to figh 


gave him his Benediction. The General Officers 
were Men inoft of 'em eminent for their former Ser¬ 
vices* and great Experience in the War* fo that Leo, 

his 

fixth of 


great reafon, promis'd himfelf Succefs in 


Both 


Armies 


Zugufi, and the Bat cel 


lution on both 


engag'd on the 
fought with great Refo 


ides 


3 


Romans prevail'd* and the Bulvm 


Lofs* were 
grov 

of 



to Flight 
nd thirfty th 


''til! at length the Valour of the 

tans after a great 



t happen d 
gh the great 




attel* in which he had equall’d the Labour 



the molt ordinary Soldier 
refrefh himfelf during 


ftoop’d down 


* alighted at a Fountain to 

the Purfuit* and whilft he 


drink 


9 


the Horfe 


3 



of his Ri 


der 


brok 




ioofe and 


Army 


among the Ranks of the 


3 


concluded 


here being known by the Soldiers they all 


their 


Genei 


was 


Plain 


vuiawiuuvu luvu vj vtivi at wiiciii j* whereupon 

moft of 'em* in a diforderly manner* turn’d their 
Purfuit into a Flight. Th^ Diforder this unhappy 
Miftake had created in the Roman Army was quickly 


perceiv'd by Simeon 


3 


order! 

turn'd the Fortune of. the Dsv 


having retreated in an 


immediately rally'd bis Forces 


3 


and 


To 
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To this Miftake fome attribute the Mifcarriage of 
the Imperial Army,, tho’ others affign a more weigh¬ 
ty Reafon for it. They fay that whilft Leo was bufi- 
ly employ’d in purfuit of the Enemy, he receiv’d In 

telligence that Romania Lacap 
thority in the Empire, ana 


, a Man of great Au 
Admiral of the Fleet 


9 


9 


which had Orders to hover about the Sea-Coafts 
and a /lift Leo if need requir’d, was return’d back to 
Conftantinople with a Defign to ufurp the Imperial 

Power, whilft moft of the Great Men were abfent 

: at which Leo. who had the fame De 


from the City 
fign in View 


was 


fo 


arly concern’d, that he re 


turn'd on a fudden into the Camp, the better to be 
inform’d of the Truth,* and by that means the Sol 
diers, who imagin’d 


j ana uy cuac means cue oui-* 

to be done out of Fear, were 


fo difeourag’d that they 


d their Backs 


9 


gave 


new Turn to the Fortune of the Day 


and 
This 


feems to be the moft probable Account, if we con* 
fider the Actions both of the one and the other fhort- 
ly after. 

Leo was defeended from fome of the former Empe¬ 
rors,* he was a Man of great perfonal Merit, and ma¬ 
ny confiderable Employments, befides his Intereft at 
Court was very ftrong by the means of Conftantine the 
Chamberlain, his Wife’s Brother. Depending there¬ 
fore too much upon his own 


Strength, 


and the 


Emperor’s Minority 


fing himfelf 


he erew fo confident of rai- 

that 


he 
ty 


Day to his projected Greatnefs 




penly declar’d his Title to the Imperial Digni- 

, had ingratiated 


Romanus on the other Hand 


himfelf by a long feries of Services render’d to the 
Emperor and his Father, tho’ it appear’d afterwards 
that all his Defigns in private were to the Advance¬ 
ment of himfelf and Family. Theodore , the Empe¬ 
ror’s School-Mafter, had diligently examin’d into 


4 


Leo s Actions 


and 


v 

* 

r 


upon good Grounds, forefaw the 

Danger his Pupil was in, and perfuaded him to 

ftrengthen himfelf againft him by the Affift^nce of 

Romanus s whom he advis’d him to chufe for his Pro¬ 
testor, 
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which 


deal of outward Refped 8 and a League 

was contracted 

ftrengthen’d by an intended. 

Children. 

Romanus havin 




o 





thus 


in a 



thought* difarm'd Leo purg'd the 
as were averfe to his 



as he 


jT» 




w 




himfelf to anfwer 
had been urg'd a 
had done nothing hut what 


ding*. 






that 


prove that 


> tne 


of the State, and the Security or die Emperor* 



had been fo apparently 




Leo 7 s Faction 


when that was done he folemnly oblig'd himfelf* un 


> 


der the moft dreadful Imprecations* never to attempt 
any thing againft the Emperor’s Perfon or Dignity* 

anon of both® 




but hazard his Life for the 
Romanus behav’d himfelf in all thefe Tranfadtions 
with fo much outward Integrity* that the young 

was eafily perfuaded to marry his Daughter 
Belena s and confer on him the Title of Father to the 
Emperor; after which he made his Son Chriflopher 
Commander in chief of the Affociates, which at that 

time was efteem’d one of the higheft Dignities in the 
Empire. 

Thefe extraordinary Favours to Romanus provok’d 
Leo , who had for a long time been a Male-content, to 
break out into an open Rebellion, which it was the 
Favourite’s Intereft as well as Duty to crufh in its 
Birth. Leo s being affifted by the Chamberlain, and 
fome others of great Intereft in the State, gave out 
in his publick Declarations, that what he did was in 
behalf of the Emperor, whom he endeavour’d to free 


from the Rower and Authority of Romanus ; which 
plaufible Pretence feduc’d many to declare for him* 
and had not Romanus taken Care to have the Emperor’s 


Letters, wherein he acknowledg’d Romanus his Father* 
and declar’d Leo a Traitor, and an Enemy to him and 

in all 


his Family, produc’d in the Camp, he had 


3 


probability 


3 


t 


Conftan- 

tine tnat* 
ries Ro¬ 
manus hig 
Daughter. 
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7 .oe the 

Emprejs 
forc'd into 

a Monajle- 

ry- 
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Romanus 

crown'd 

Emperor. 



probability, created great Troubles in the Empire, 
But when the Chief Officers, and others, that were 
with LeOf found the Letters fign’d by the Emperor 
Mmfelf, and feal’d with his own Seal, they withdrew 
from Leo, and return’d to their Duty. They were 
fliordy after follow'd by the raft of the Army, fo that 
Leo was forc'd to fly and feeure himfelf in a Caftle 
call’d dicaf, where he was fhortly after taken Pri- 
foner, and had his Eyes pluck’d out, whereby he 
was render’d incapable of any further Innovations. 

Romania had hardly remov’d the Dangers that were 
threaten'd him by an open Rebellion, before he had 
like to have been taken off by a private Confpiracy, 
earry’d on by forne who under-hand had favour’d 
Leo s Attempts j but having declin’d declaring pub- 
lickly for him they efcap’d the Punifhment, tho’ they 
ftill preferv’d the Spirit of the Party. Among thefe 
were Michael , the Mafter of the Ordonance, who 
had purfuaded feveral young Men to attempt to 
kill him as he went out to Hunt. Tho’the Con- 
fpirators thought the thing was manag’d with all ima¬ 
ginable Privacy, yet was it happily difcover’d to Ro¬ 
manus 3 who, having pluck’d out all their Eyes, led 

’em in an ignominious manner about, having order’d 
Leo to be expos’d with them as a Companion, as well 
in their Crime as Punifhment. Romanus his Jealoufies 
were fo alarm’d by thefe Attempts, that he proceeded 
in a fevere manner againft all thofe on whom he 
could fix the leaft Sufpicion. Among the reft Zoo 
the Emprefs was fhaven, and thruft into a Monaftery, 
and evenTbsodjre, the Emperor’s School-Mailer, who 
had fo eminently contributed to his Advancement, 
was fent into Exile. 

Thefe Proceedings having, in a fhort time, re¬ 
mov’d all his Competitors out of the way, he was 
declar’d Cafar, and afterwards crown’d Emperor in a 
mod folemn manner by the Hands of the Patriarch. 
Confrantine all the while filently permitting, rather 

than openly allowing of what was done, whilft Ro- 
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his former Oath, at once in- 
and infulted the Perfon of the 
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vaded the Dignity, and iniulted the Perlon of the 
Emperor j for not long after having caus'd his Wife 

Theodora , and Son Chriftopher to be crown’d, he com- 

imfelf lh 


her to be crown’d 


he com 


manded that he himfelf Ihouid be efteem’d and nam’d 
Emperor in the firft: place, and that Conftantine Ihouid 
be contented with the fecond. This he pretended 
was the only way’ to prevent Confpiracies, with 
which he was continually alarm’d. For notwithftand- 
ing all his Care and Caution to the contrary, there 
were ftill remaining feveral generous refolute Spirits, 
who, difdaining the Dominion of an Upftart Fa¬ 
vourite, attempted to releafe the helplefs young Em¬ 
peror out of his arrogant Controul, and reftore the 
Imperial Authority to its proper Channel. Several 
Proie&s were fet on Foot to that nurnofe. and the 


9 


Imperial Authority to its proper Channel. Several 
Projects were fet on Foot to that purpofe, and the 
Ufurper was frequently in Danger of his Life. How¬ 
ever his good Fortune prevail’d, and they were all 
feafonably difcover’d before any could be brought to 
Execution. 

In the midft of thefe Plots and Contrivances a- 
gainft him, he fought to ftrengthen ancffupport him- 
ielf by fome powerful Alliances, and marry’d his 
Daughter Agatha to Leo , the Son of Argyrus , a Man 
nobly defcended, and of a Soul and Body excellently 
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nobly defcended, and of a Soul and Body excellently 
well qualify’d ,* at the fame time he preferr’d others 
of that Family to the molt confiderable Employments 
of the Empire. 

Romarns had hardly fecur’d himfelf from the At¬ 
tempts of his Enemies at home, before he was 
threaten’d with more imminent Dangers from a- 
broad : For the Bulgarians , taking an Advantage from The BuJga 

the Diftra&ions of the State, made an Irruption in- ria n s 7 f* 
to the Empire, and meeting with no Refinance in ™ * £ 5 
fheir Courfe, they threaten’d Conftantinople it felf, as 
formerly they had frequently done. Againft thefe 
Romanus fent his Son-in-Law Leo , and his Brother 


. Againft thefe 
and his Brother 


Tot bus Argyrus 


together 


with one John 


5 


who 


run 



17 


ning away in a great Fright at the firft Onfet, gave 

occafion 







Simeon 

dia. 
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Mis Sac* 

eejfor In- 

wades Ma¬ 
cedonia. 


hut cm- 
dudes a 
Peace, and 

marri es 

Romanus 
his Daugh¬ 
ter. 



Tho 9 Simeon 9 the King of Bulgaria * had concluded 
a Peace with the Emperor* yet* being a refttefs tur¬ 
bulent Prince* he did not long enjoy the Fruits of it*° 
for he fhortly after pick’d a Quarrel with forne of his 
Neighbours* and loft his Life in the Difpute* which 

introduc’d new Troubles in Bulgaria. For the neigh¬ 
bouring Nations* who had been provok’d by his un- 
juft Invafions* prepar’d to fall upon the Bulgarians , at 
the fame time that they labour’d under a grievous Fa^ 
mine at home. Veter * who fucceeded his Father in 
the Kingdom, was dire&ed by the Councils of George 
Sufurbulus * his Mother’s Brother* who* fearing the 
Homans would be encourag’d by their prefent Calami¬ 
ties to fall fuddenly upon ’em* advis’d the young 
Prince to Invade them firft* which perhaps might 
make way for an advantageous Treaty. Accordingly 
Veter made an Inroad into Macedonia y where* when 
he was inform’d that Romanus the Emperor was 
marching at the Head of a great Army againft him* 
his Uncle advis’d him to offer fome Propofals for a 
Peace* which was to be ftrengthen’d by a ftri&er Al¬ 
liance* if the Emperor thought fit to give him his 
Daughter in Marriage. The Overture was very ac¬ 
ceptable to Romanus * fo that after feveral Internego¬ 
tiations* during which George y the King’s Uncle* and 
feveral others the mo ft Eminent among the Bulgarians , 
were entertain’d with great refpecS at Confiantinople * 
Romanus went in Perfon to receive the young King at 
the Caftle of Blachem# * where tho Nuptials were 
celebrated with much Solemnity. Here* by Roma¬ 
nus his Artifices, the Bulgarians feem’d highly to re- 
fent that Confiantine * the true and lawful Emperor* 
fhould be fuffer’d to take Place of Chriftopher, who 
was the Son of fo a&ive and vigilant a Prince. 
Whereupon Romanus * with a feeming reiudtancy* was 
prevail’d upon to let his Son Chrifiopher have the upper 
Hand* endeavouring thus by degrees to raife all his 

Family above him* who was once his Lord and 
Mailer. 
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Romanus 

depos'd by 

his own 
So?7 6 


The tf^oman HJlorjf. 


Vol. 





youngeft. Confiantine had privately gain s d over to 
his Intereft fome Perfons that were in great Efteern 
with Romanus and his Sons ; among thefe were Bafi* 
lius Volucer, a Man of 


a ready Wit, and long Expe¬ 


rience in Affairs of State ; and Marianus a Monk 


y 


the Son of Leo Argyrus . Thefe Perfons, prefaming 
upon the Credit of their Friendfhip, reprefented to 

Stephen , Hew unworthy it was for a Man of his Age, 
Interefi and Capacity, to fujfer the weight of Empire to 

Father, and 

remin- 



his 


hang on the decrepid Shoulders 
not to take the Reins into his own Hands . 


aged 


7 hey 


ded him how unkind his Father had been to him 


3 


and 


■what mighty Things he was in all probability likely to 
do in behalf of his eldefi Brother Confiantine., and to 

his Prejudice. They firengthen’d all with the Pro- 

* r* ** 

mile 




a ready Ajf[lance from his Brother-in-Law 

Confiantine the Emperor, who would gladly jhare the 
Empire with him, but was offended to fee it divided among 

many\ 

Stephen was a Man fiery and ambitious, but of a 
very weak Underflanding, fo that he greedily fwal- 
low’d the Bait they had laid for him, and joining 

Council with them, refolv’d to remove his Father 


m 


y 


which they knew was the firft Step towards the Re- 
eftablifhment of Confiantine . Accordingly he order’d 
his Father by their Affiflance, to be feiz’d on th 


Ck 

W 


fixteenth of December , and carry’d into the Ifland 
Trota v where he was fhaven, and thruft into a Mona- 


flery. 


This was the deferved End of Romanus his 


Ufurpation, who own’d his Advancement to his 

own Difloyalty, and his Definition to his Son's Dii- 
obedience. 

Confiantine, the Brother of Stephen , having in no 
meafure been confenting to his Fathers Dethrone¬ 


ment, entertain’d 


an implacable Malice to Stephen , 
who exprefs’d as fmali a Regard for him. Of this 
Mifunderflanding between the two Brothers, Con- 

ft antinet he Emperor, and his Friends, endeavour’d to 

make their Advantage* Being thus divided as they 

were 
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Conftantine VI. 


1 « ' 

ny extraordinary Services ; nor were they more re¬ 
markable for their Valour and Condudi, by Which 
they were render'd terrible to their Enemies, than 
their Care and Affedtion to thofe who ferv’d under 
’em, which made em the Delight of the Soldiers. 

Leo had. in a Ditch’d Battel, overthrown the Saracens . 


pitch’d Battel, overthrown the Saracens 9 


and taken Avolufemus 


5 


nearly related to the Prince of 


that Nation 
them. Th< 


and 


Man of great Authority among 


The Prifoner was fent to Conftantinople by Or 


der from the Empero 


3 


who led him about 


Tri 


timph, and in an infuking manner trod upon his Neck 


This indignity highly provok’d the Caliph 

ving taken Confiantme s Bar das his younger Son, en 


who ha 


deavour’d by all means to make ham ab;ure his Religi 
on, and when he found nothing would force him tc 


turn Apoftate 


he treated him after 


v ut n uv ia vaivv* aiaia* anvi a 

manner, and at length poifon’d him 


3 


moft barbarou 

at which Vho 


was 


of the Caliph 


fo enrag’d that he murder’d all the Reiat 


y 


who had the Misfortune to fall into 


his Hands 
pire with 


Time before 


whereupon the Saracens invaded the Em- 
greater Force than they had done any 


Patrician 


The Caliph carry’d with him Nicetas , a 
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were his Prifoners, 
of the Roman Army 


and feveral other Perfons of Quality that 


with an intent to kill 


Nicetas was 


fight 


aring Tempe 


y 


by which means 


Man of an infinu- 
he wonderfully 


wrought himfelf into the good Opinion of the Ca 
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who, through a flrange Credulity, made him 
acquainted with all his Defigns, which he immediate- 
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ly communicated 


V hoc as 
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who lay in Ambufii for 
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him in a narrow Pafs, and cut off the greacefi: part of 


his Army 


> 


the Caliph himfelf efcap’d with a very 


fmail Retinue, but before his Flight kill’d all the Pri 
toners he had in his Cuftody, except Nicetas , who ha 


y 


ving corrupted his Keepers, got away 




ng of the Engagement. 
Thefe frequent inroads 


the begin 


nd the continual Loffes 
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his Subiedb fuftain’d 


efpecially from thofe who had 


once more fettled in Crete , from whence they had for 
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merly 
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merly been driven by Ba films ^ very much afflhffed the; 
Emperor* who therefore mann’d out a very confidera- 
b!e Fleet* on Board of which a ftrong Army embark’d, 
With Orders to try all means poffible to expel ’em. 

Had their Defign been as manfully executed, as it 
was prudently laid, the Expedition had ended much 
ro the Reputation and Safety of the Empire. But the 
Emperor made choice of Conftamims Gongylas , one of 

the Bedchamber, for his General,* who having had 
the greateft part of his Education in the Court* was 
an utter Stranger to the Arts of War, and entirely 
incapable of fo confiderable an Employment. Ha¬ 
ving landed his Army without any Oppoficion from 
the Saracens , who were altogether unprovided for fo 
fudden a Defcent, he neither took Care to fortifie 
Bimfelf by any Works, nor fent out his Spies to gain 
Intelligence of the Enemy’s Motions, Who obferving 
as well the Negligence as ignorance of the General, 
fell fuddenly on the Romans , and totally defeated 'em. 
After a very great Slaughter, they took their Camp 
with ai! their Ammunition and Baggage, and had not 
fome of the General’s Guards defended him with an 

invincible Courage, he had undoubtedly fallen into 
their Hands. Thefe Misfortunes, and the great Ad¬ 
vantages the Saracens obtain’d on every fide, were 
imputed by Rom anus , the Emperor’s Son, to the Age 
and InfufEciency of his Father ,* for which reafon his 
Wife Tbeofhama , who eagerly defir’d to be Abfolute, 
eafily perfuaded him to confpire againft him, and 
prevail’d with Nicetas , an Officer, who attended at 
the Table,'to attempt his Life by Poifon, which he 
adminiftred to him inftead of a purging Potion the 
Phyficians had prefcrib’d him. The Emperor, as he 
was about to drink it, either cafually, or by defign, 
Rumbled, and fpiit the greateft part, of it, fo that it 

had not the defir’d Effe6L tho’ he never after had the 
- • /* ^ 

lull enjoyment ot his Health. 

The September following, being uneafie in his 

Mind, and diftemper’d in his Body, he took an un- 
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Chap. II. LXXXI. Conftantine VI. 

feafonable Journey to the Mountain Olympus 
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, as it was given out, the Prayers of the 
Monks for Succefs in an Expedition he was then me¬ 
ditating againft the Saracens in Syria , tho’ his true 
Defign was to eonfult with Theodoras, Bifhop of Cy 


%>icm 


y 


refiding there, how to expel VolymBus, Patri¬ 
arch of Constantinople ,* who, having too openly re- 
fented the Injuries done to Romanus and his Family, 
had incurred the Emperor’s Difpleafure. Whilft he H* dies 
was there he fell violently fick, either thro’ the ill 
Habit of his Body, or for that his Son had proceed¬ 
ed further in his Pra&ices upon .him ,• fo that per¬ 
ceiving the ill Condition he was in, he order’d him- 
felf to be carry’d back in a Litter to Conftantinople , 
where he dy’d on the Ninth of November, before he 
could execute what he had defign’d againft VolyeuBus , 
his inveterate Hatred to whom he carry’d with him 
to his Grave. Curopalates tells us, that home time be¬ 
fore his Death feveral Stones fell with an unufuai 
Violence from above into his Apartment. He,think- 
ing they were thrown down from the upper Rooms, 
by fome who had a Defign upon his Life, order’d 


a Watch every Night, for the Thing was often re 
ated to the great Amazement of all that were a 



bout him, to try if they could difcover the Offenders 
but to no purpofe, faith this Author, for they were 
fent.down by a Divine Power, and not directed a- 
gainft him by any Human Contrivance. 

We obferv’d before how much this Prince was ad- HisCba 


dicfted to Wine, and how carelefs in what related to roller* 
the Government of the State. He is likewife con¬ 
demn’d for his great Severity even towards the fmall- 
eft Offenders, and the unhappy Choice of his Ma- 
giftrates, which redounded much to his Difhonour, 
and the Detriment of the Publick. On the others 
Hand, 


ftronomy 


being himfelf well skill’d in Arkhmetick, A- 


y 


Geometry 


and all the Parts of Philofo 


phy, as well Natural as Mortal, he was a great Bene- 

fatftor to learned Men, whom he feat for from all 
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LXXXII. Romanus 
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Debaucheries,, affociating himfelf with none of either 
Sex, but fuch as were able to gratifie him in his Filthi- 
nefs. Thefe Courfes not only fhorten’d his own Day! 
but had like to have prov’d deftrucftive in the Iffue to 
his whole Family. He had two Sons, the eldeft of 

which, nam'd Bafilius, he order’d to be crown’d by the 
Patriarch on Eafter- Day, and imagining he had by 
that A<ft confirm’d to his Pofterity what he enjoy’d 
in Perfon, he refign’d himfelf up without any further 
Gare to his Debaucheries, committing the foie Ma¬ 
nagement of Affairs at home to Jofeph , and the Care 
of his Forces abroad to the Condud of Nicepborus 
Thocas , whom his Father in his Life-time had declar’d 
his General. ( 

Nicepborus was a Perfon of extraordinary Merit, fig- Nicepho* 


d by his many Services to the State, and was now 


his 


to 


fentto command in an Expedition againft the Saracens gailft^thT 
in Crete . Thofe of the Enemy that endeavour’d to op- Saracens. 


m 




pofe his Landing were eafily defeated, after which he 
encamp’d himfelf, and fecur’d his Ships in the Harbour. 


The Saracens 


down with all the Forces of the 






Wand againft him, notwithftanding which 


feven 


he took aimoft all their ftrong Towns 


Months time 
and Forts, and had undoubtedly recover’d 


whole 


Eland, had not Jofeph, who grew jealous of his Succefs 
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perfuaded the Emperor to recal him, by fuggefting to 
him that there was a Tradition conftantly receiv’d. 

That he who conquer'd Crete, would in Time be Mafier of 
the Roman Empire. 

Whilft Nicepborus was thus prevailing againft the Sa 
racens in Crete , his Brother Leo fought againft ’em with 

equal Succefs in the Eaft, where they propos’d to make 
«*a Defcent, on purpofe to divert the Romans from their 
Defigns againft Crete. Leo engag’d ’em at the Head of 
a final! but refolute Army, and gave’em fuch an Over- 
tbrow^that great Multitudes of them were kill’d upon 
the Place, and the reft fent Prifcners in great Droves 


; (i 


t r\ 




u: 




to 


r 

♦ 



(tantinopl 


e 


3 





all the Houfes were fill’d with 
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aves. After this Leo triumph’d, as he deferv’d 
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he 
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mperial 
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LXXXII. Romanus^ pi 

who being very young, the Emprefs was declar'd Re¬ 
gent, who immediately, commanded Nicephoros to re¬ 
turn to Confiantinomies where he triumphed in the Cir - 
cus 9 and gratify'd the People with the fight of the 
rich Spoils he had taken in Crete , and at Berrhtea ; Jo - 

who very much fufpecfted his ambitious Defigns, 

in vain oppofingit. Nicephorus , during his Stay atC^- NicepW 


(tantinople, enaeavour a py a religious Arm 

move the Sufpicions df the Prime Miniflier. 


endeavour'd by a religious Artifice, to re 


rus tri¬ 
umphs at 


in a pn- c / nfta<3 


vate Conference he had obtain’d from him at his own tinopie. 
Houfe, he told him very gravely, how defirous he 
had been for a long Time to retire from the World* 
and the Vanities that abounded in it, but had been all 


the while prevented by the Kindnefs of his feveral 
Mafters, who forc'd Employments of the greatefl: 
Truft upon him. Ac the fame Time,, as an Inftance 
of his great Devotion, he (bow'd him a Hair Shirt, 
which he pretended he wore conftantly next his Skin. 
jofepb , furpriz'd at his Behaviour, and the fight of his 
Shirt, fell at his Feet, and with Tears in his Eyes 
begg’d his Pardon, declaring, that for the future he 
would believe nothing that Jhould be urg’d againft: 
him. 


After this Nicephorus , by Jofeph’s Advice, was fent 
with frefh Power into the Eaft, where the Motions of 

the Saracens feenfd to require his Prefence. Nicepho¬ 
rus his Arms were crown'd with his ufual Succefs, 
which, ingratiated him every Day more and more with 
the Soldiers and the* People ^ but at the fame Time it 
reviv'd the Jealoufies of Jofepb 9 who began to repent 
that he had let him efcape out of his Hands, and fe~ 
rioufly confider’d which was the readieft way to de- 
ftroy him. Jofepb was fo imprudent as to commit the 
Execution of his Defigns to two of the Principal * 
Commanders in the Eaft, promifuig to make one of 
’em General in Chief of the Imperial Forces in the 
Eaft, and the other of thofe in the Weft, provided 
they would, by fome means or other, remove Nice ~ 

phorm out of the way. Thefe Perfons were Men of 


great 
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Chap. II. LXXXIII. Nicephorus Phocas 
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After this he Invaded Syria, where having con¬ 


quering 


all the Towns and Forts that had the Gou 


rage to refill him, and made ’em Tributary to the 
Empire, he march’d forward and fat down before 
Antioch. The Town was well fupply’d with a nu¬ 
merous Garrifon, and great plenty of Provifion 
whereas the Emperor’s Army began to Hand in need 
of many Neceffaries, fo that Winter drawing on he 
thought it belt to raife his Siege, and return to Ccn~ 




ftantinople. Some affirm he might eafily have taken 
the City, but declin’d it by reafon of a Prophecy, 


which declar’d that whatever Emperor took that City he 
would not be long liv d after it. ' Tis certain that when Ant'ocfi 

Burtz,as> the Lieutenant-General, whom the Empe- recover'd 
ror had left behind to fecure his Conquefts in thofe % om the 
Parts, and who lay with a Body of his Forces near 
that Place, watching an Opportunity, furpriz’d the 


Saracens 


City in the Emperor’s Abfence, and thereby did the 
Empire a confiderable piece of Service • Nicephorus , 
inftead of rewarding him as he deferv’d, turn’d him 
out of his Employment, and forbad him the Court, 
which provok’d Burtz>as to join himfelf with Zimifces , 
who in the end depriv’d Nicephorus both of Empire 
and Life. Had Nicephorus behav’d himfelf with as 
much Prudence and Moderation at home, as he 
fought with Valour and Succefs abroad, his Reign 
might have been long and glorious; but he is a 
ftrong Inftance to us of the Unhappinefs of that 
Prince that does not endeavour to reign in the Hearts 
of his People. The Dominions of the Empire were 
very much enlarg’d during his Reign, but his Subjeris 
receiv’d no other Benefit from his Conquefts chan to 
be opprefs’d with a heavier Hand. He indulg’d the 
Soldiers in all manner of Licentioufnefs, and at the Nicepfio 


fame time us’d the Citizens with the utmoft Severity. *us hUMa 
The Senators, the Bifhops, the Patriarch himfelf met 
with the fame Treatment from him, being no better a '° m 
difpos’d to them than to the meafieft of the People. 

He flopp’d fiich Penfions as the Senators jjs’d to re- 
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Nicephorus Phocas 
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an old Man catiie to the Emperor, whilft he 


muttering his Soldiers , and defir’d to be 

and when Nkephorus demanded 


d 


among S/Ui j auu »viivu xvtbKjjfjv/ ns u^mcuiut^uj yy. uy rje, 

opho was fo aged, and' confiequently infirm, fhould defire to 


em 




Why he, 


y 



as he then us 



undergo the Fatigues of War ? The Man reply’d, He 

found himfelf fironger now than he had been in his Touth, 

he was able to carry as much Corn nov) upon his Back, 

load upon two Affes. 

The general Temper of the People, and their vow’d 
Averlion towards him, encourag’d Zimifces and fe-veral 
others to confpire againft him. Zimifces had render’d 

him feveral important Services, and fo had Burtzas 




the Patrician, notwithflanding which, they had both 
been difmifs’d with Difgrace ; and Theophania the Em- 
prefs, tho’ ftte had formerly labour’d fo earnefily for 
his Advancement, was now engag’d with thofe that 
fought his DeftrucHon, Several Reafons are aflign’d 
for this Change in her, fbme alledging that Ihe ap¬ 


prehended his Deiign 


to Geld her Sons Bafil 


and Conft 


3 


and declare his Brother Leo his Sue 


celfor $ others affirm, that, he was too Chafte a Bed 


> 


fellow for a Woman of her Conftitution, being wont 
to deep on the Ground, to which he had been ac- 
cuftom’d from his Youth. The Defcription of his 
Perfon, which we meet with in Baronius and others 
feems to confirm this Suggeftion,and makes us won 
der not 
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AdAnn 

q6S» 


fo much how fhe came to loath him now 


. . , 

as for what Reafon fhe could love him at firft 


lefs it be that fome Women 


3 


mi 


often touch’d with 


the Reputation of Valour and Bravery, but are of 

too delicate aTafte to be long affeded with it. Some 
fay that ten Days before his Death a Writing was left 
in his Chamber, in which he was advis’d to provide 
for his own Safety, and take Care of Zimifces $ and 
that he, imagining the Paper contain’d fome Petition* 
let it lye on his Table without opening - it. Others 
add, that he did open and read it, but that his Fate 


preffing hard upon him lie took no Warning from ir* 


tho’ he is (aid to have fent Orders to his 

H 



Leo, 

the 






(Roman 





$ 


the Night before he was kill’d, to come ftrongly 


arm’d 


his Defence : and that Leo 


bein~ 
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Chefs, a Game he greatly delighted in, when the 


Letter was brought, he deferred opening it ’till it was 
too late. Zimifces had been confin’d to his own 
Houfe in the Country, by exprefs Order from the 
Emperor, yet the Emprefs procur’d his Enlargement, 
and not only got him to be convey’d fecretly to Con - 

fiantinople , tho’ Nicephorus had pofitively forbidden it, 
but had him and his Accomplices drawn up by Night 
in a Basket into the Palace, where they found the 
unhappy Emperor afleep in a Bear-skin upon the 
Ground, as his Cuftotn was, and in no manner pre- 

fcjicepho* par’d for fuch an Encounter. Zimifces firft kick’d 

ms flam. h 3 ' m w j t h his Foot to awaken him, and as he was en¬ 
deavouring to rife, Leo Malantius gave him a Mortal 
Wound on his Head, whilft he faid no more than 

Lord have Mercy upon me y the Mother of God help me ! 

The Guards by this time had receiv'd the Alarm, and 
were preparing with all Diligence to relieve him 


Bis Cha 
raflsr. 


which, when the Confpirators obferv’d, they cut off 

his Head, and /how’d it the Soldiers out at the Win¬ 
dow 


3 


who obferving the Bufinefs was already 


and therefore not to be prevented 


d fornething 


appeas’d, expe&ing what farther Defigns the Con 
fpirators had in view. 

This was the unhappy End of Nicephorus the Em 
peror, who being from his Youth inur’d to the Wars 


3 


d the Meafure of Good and Evil by that Stan 
the beginning of his Reign he was fuccefs- 
ntoft, or all his Attempts againft the Infidels; 
but Baronius obferves, that when once he invaded 


dard 
ful i; 


with a Sacrileg 


Hand what belong’d to the 


Church, he not only loft the Efteem and AfFe&ion 
of all good Men, but God himfelf, from a Protedor 


became a fe 


Avenger, 


and fuffer’d him to fall 


by the Hands of Traitors. Undoubtedly he knew 
better how to Command in War than Rule in Peace* 


for he recover’d Antioch , Cilicia , and the greatest part 

of 
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mgerar. 


fhe Sara 


featejd be- 


n. 


i pe 



oman Hiftory. 
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e 


and the Murderers might bs baniili’d, and rife Edift 


made by Niceph or us, relating to the Church 


* 


might 


be caneelfd, to all which Zimifces readily comply’d 
Tbeopha?na was [hut up clofe in a Monaftery in the Pro 

• r . i * • n i i i i r t 


vince of Arme?sia, being juftly excluded from the 


World 



to which 

ces s at the 


and the fenfual Enjoyments 

Zimifces [he had been too much addided. 
cr ownd fame Time, promis'd to affign all his own private fi¬ 
liate to the ufe of the Poor, whereupon FoljeuBus ad¬ 
mitted him into the Church, where he was Crown'd 


by him on Chriftmas-'D&y. 



is 


often obfervable, .that 


Resolutions at home 
give Birth to new Commotions, abroad, which Zrnif 
■ces found true at the Beginning of his Reign; for 
the Cities his Predecefibr had taken from the Saracens 


in 


the 


Eaft were grown ripe fora Revolt; to favour 


which, and recover their Reputation, all the Nations 
of that Religion engag’d themfelves in a Arid League 
and Alliance, and having colleded prodigious Forces 


together, the Command of the whole Army 


was, by 


general Confent, given to the Carthaginians as the 
moft capable, and beft experienc’d in War both by 
Sea and Land. This Command the Carthaginians 
transfer! d upon Zodpares, whom they declar’d Gene- 


fore 

och. 


Anti 


1 ^ _ 

raliffimo. Having mufter’d their Forces they fate 

cens de- down before Antioch , which they befieg’d very clofe- 

ly, hoping to be Mailers of it before they Befieg’d 
could receive any Relief from the Emperor; but the 
Garrifon, being affifted by the Inhabitants, perform’d 
their Duty fc well, that Nicholas an Eunuch, who 
was declar’d General by the Emperor, fell upon ’em 
with all the Forces he could raife in Mefopotamia , and 
the neighbouring Provinces gave ’em Battel, forc’d 
’em to raife the Siege, and return in a diforderly 

by that means confirm’d the Ca¬ 
pital Cities of thofe Parts in their Obedience.- 
Whiift the Emperor’s Arms profper’d with fomuch 


manner home, and 



cefs i 


in the Eaft, the Territories of the Empire 

were threaten’d by *the Incurfions of the Rujfi, who 

had 


/ 



0 


II. 



John Zimifces^, 


Chap 

• ^ « , 

had over-run all Bulgaria, into which they had for 

merly been invited by Nicephoros Fho'cas , upon a Qua-r 
rel between him and Peter, Prince of Bulgaria . Ni¬ 
ce pk or us had engag’d ’em to plunder, but not poffefs 


the Country - but they finding it much more plea 
fant and fertile than their own } refolv’d, contrary to 
their Articles with Nicephorus , to fettle themfelves 


in it. Calocyrus, a Roman Fugitive, 

their Camp, 


was 


then 


in 


and oblig’d 


him r ^ 1 * r * 


ieii 


o 


refign Bulgaria 


up to’em, provided he might be made Emperor by 
their Afliftance. The RuJJi, who had been inform’d 

of the late Revolutions at Conftantinople, thought it 
no very difficult matter to effect what Calocyrus had 
with fo much Confidence propos’d, fo that challen 


ging Bulgaria for their own, as having acquir’d it by 
Virtue of their Swords, and being in Poffefllon of 
it, they infolently rejected the Ambaffadors Zimifces 
had fent with Offers to confirm whatever had been 
concluded betwixt them and Nicephorus . To make 
good their Pretenfions they united to ’em as many of 
the conquer’d Bulgarians as they thought they might 
fafely truft, and being join’d by a Body of the Huh 
garians, they mufter’d an Army of three hundred and 
eight thoufand Men, with which having pafs’d the 
Hamus, they wafted all Thrace, and fat down before 
Adrianople. 

Zmifces, provok’d at their Infolence to his Am¬ 
baffadors, had order’d all the Forces could be drawn 
together to march Weftward under the Conduct of 

Bardas Sclerus, or the Hardy, his Wife’s Brother, re- 

folving, when the Spring came on, to be in Perfon 

at the Head of his Army. Bardas perceiving he fhould 
have to do with Numbers fo far fuperior to his, for 
lie was not able to Mufter above twelve or thirteen 
moufand Men, thought it beft to contend with ’em 
by Stratagems, and therefore fuffer’d *em to ravage 
Thrace , whilft he fhut himfelf up in Adrianople before 

y could approach it. The Barbaras endeavour’d 





sy all Methods imaginable, to provoke him to Fight, 


H 

i » 



and 


1 




* 




twenty Men in both Engagements. 

The Emperor was fo far from being puff'd up with 
this extraordinary Succefs againft the Enemies of the 
Empire* that it rather made him more humble and 
merciful, as lie made it appear fliortly after this Vi- 

dlory. For Bar das .’Phocas, the late Emperor’s Ne- 

phew, who had been banifh’d into Amajia, having 
receiv'd fame Encouragement from his Friends and 
Acquaintance at Constantinople , withdrew on a fudden 

out of Amafia, and feiz’d on C eefare a in Cappadocia; 

where being join'd by feveral conliderable Men in, 
the Empire, who had not concurred in the late Re- 
Bardas volution, and who had brought a ftrong Body of 
Phocas Forces along with them, he affum’d the Imperial Or- 

nanients, and declar'd himfeif Emperor. At the 
5 fame 



1 



fame Time Leo , the Father of Phocas, who had been 

confin’d to the’ Ifle of Lesbos, having feduc’d feveral 

by large Gifts, and larger Promifes, in which the Bi- 
fhop of Abydos did him fignai Service,, prepar’d to 
fteal from thence with his Son Nicefborus; and appear 
at the Head of his Party in Thrace . But fome of 
the Emperor’s Officers having apprehended the Bi- 
fhop, he was examin’d, and discover’d the whole De- 

fign, whereupon Leo and Nicephoyus were condemn’d 

to Death, which Sentence the merciful Emperor mi¬ 
tigated to the lofing of their Eyes ; and, as if that 
Puniihment was too fevere and cruel for his Capital 
Enemies, fome add further, that the Executioners, 
by his Order, made fhow only of blinding ’em, and 
gave out that they fpar’d their Sight not in Obedi¬ 
ence to any Commands they had receiv’d from the 
Emperor, but out of meer Pity to thofe unfortunate 
Princes. And yet thofe very Men fhortly after rais’d 
another Rebellion, whilft the Emperor was bufied 
in his Wars with the Ruffians , for which that very 
P uni foment was defervedly inflidled upon ’em. In 
the mean Time Bar das the General was, by an Or¬ 
der from the Emperor, who had charg’d him to fhed 
no more Blood than was neceffary, marching againft 
Phocas, and was got as far as Dorylaus , the Capital 
of Phrygia, where he endeavour’d firft by fair Offers, 
and an Affurance of Mercy from Zimifces , to re¬ 
duce Phocas and his Accomplices j but when he found 
they perfifted obftinately in their Rebellion, he left 
Dorylaus, and proceeded on to Ctefarea. Here thofe 
who had chiefly promoted Phocas in his Ufurpation, 
and had appear’d the moft forward to fupport him, 

confidering what fair Promifes they had receiv’d from 
Bardas, and how defperate their Condition would be 
fhould they mifcarry, privately agreed among them- 
felves, and withdrew with all their Forces from Pho¬ 
cas, who by that means had no other Attendance left 
him than of his own Servants, fo that he was forc’d to 
fly, and fhut himfelf up in a ftrong Caftle call’d Gyro- 
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fteam , which at firft he refolv’d to defend to the laft 


Extremity ; but when Bardas came upl and by repeat¬ 
ed Meffages urg’d him to a Surrender, promifing him 
all imaginable Kindnefs on his part, and undertaking 
to obtain his Pardon from the Emperor, he generoufly 
md u [up- threw himfelf into his Protection, and was confin’d 


pry's d. 


9 

the Ifland Chios , 


where he 


d into Orders 


for the Emperor being willing to make good what 
Bar das had promis’d, thought fit to proceed no far 


ther againft 


him 


we fhall find him recall'd in 


the following Reign to command an Ariiiy againft 
this Bardasy who had now fupprefs’d him. 

Thefe eminent Services to the Empire, contributed 
pruch to the Reputation of Sclcrus , who was fent for 


Conftantinofle 3 where- Zimijces was marry’d fhortly 
after in great Solemnity to Theodora, the Sifter of the 
lac 

affirm fhe was 


Emperor Rom anus 



prefi 
flam 


according to foment ho’ others 

by Theophania the Em- 





and confequentiy the Sifter of BafiUus and Con 


3 


Gollegues of this prefent Empe 


A. B>. 


The Rum- giv:e the Emp 
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The late Defeat of the Ruffians had not fo much 
weaken’d and difcourag’d ’em, but they prepar’d to 


new Troubles : whereupon Zimiffi 


an War 


breaks out poffib 


refolv’d to march in Perfon againft 


em 


3 


Again 


orally 


fubdue 


em. 


had Ord 


mod prudent and 


p r*C 

Oi D 


cleavour’d by his obliging 
Prefents, to win the Hearts 

fuppi} 

who 

Day, . 

At the fa 
of A mm! 

i 

♦ 

with gres 
Land Force 


and 


Accordingly he 


s 



Carriage 


of 


and generous 
his Army, which he 


io a 



Exercife their Soldier 


o 

Cl 



ablifh 


a 


good Difcipl 


y 


among them 



took Care to lay in 



Stores 


ci 


«nd Prcvifion ; and when he had. 
Application, fufficiemly provided for his 

Fleet, which 


he 


gg’d out a 


prov d very fervic 
Expedition. 


lire rig 



to him in the Courfe of his 



lore ne 


the Adminifirai 

of thofe in wh 

feafon to confide 


of AfFa 


forward he committed 

» ’ * 

s at home to the Hands 


cm he thoueht he had the 

t > 



3 


and 
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- ^ 
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finifh’d his Devoti 
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Chap. II. 'LXXXIV. John 

ons s in which he appear’d moft exemplary, he be¬ 
gan his March in the beginning of the Spring at 
the Head of an Army, remarkable as well for the 
Courage and Chearfuinefs of the Soldiers, as the 


Care and Experience of their Commanders. 


At a 


y 


Place call’d Radefius he was met by two Perfons 
who pretending themfelves to be Ambaffadors, made 
loud Complaints of the great Injuries offer’d the 

[Nation of the Scythians. Zimifces , who knew they 

were fent as Spies from the Enemy, made'em take 


f 

i. 


? 


L 


& 

% 


a view of all his Forces, and then order’d ’em tore 
|turn with a Report of what they had obferv’dto their 
Matters, after which, without any other Arifwer, 
he difmifs’d ’em. When this was,done he drew 

[lorfe 


9 


out five thoufand Foot and four thoufand 

/ * * 

with which he himfelf march’d with great Expedi 
tion over the Mountain and laid Siege to 

Vrefthlaba , the Principal Cityof Bulgaria, ordering 
Ithe reft of his Forces to follow after, under the Con- 


dud of Bafilius the- Prefident. Calocyrus , of. whom 
mention has already been made, was then in the Ci¬ 


ty 


where the 





nhabitants were feiz’d with the great 
eft Confternation, fo that the Fugitive fecreriy with¬ 
drew into the Ruffian Camp, which he fill’d with al- 
moft an equal Aftoniftiment. Hereupon the Gene¬ 
ral of the Ruffians having, in the beft manner he 
could, encourag’d his defponding Soldiers, encamp’d 
nearer the City, hoping by his Prefence to ani¬ 
mate the Defendants. But as a Party of his Troops, 
confifting of eight thoufand Men, were detatch’d 
from the reft of the Army, either to be exercis’d 
near the City Walls, or fhow themfelves to their 
Friends within, who were prepar’d co receive them 
Zimifces fell with great Refolution upon ’em, and ha 

ving intercepted their Retreat to their Camp, he ei 


2 




ther kill’d or took moft of ’em ; among the latter was 
tyhageDusy a Man in Authority next to their General. 


S 


f 

v 

t 


Zimffies his Soldiers were extreamly animated by 
jthis Adion, which f^em’d to give ’em an Earneft of 
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their 
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LXXXiV. John Zimifces; 


Thus was Zimifces become Matter of the City and 
Cattle in the Space of two Days ; all thofe that were 
found upon their Arms were kill'd, and the Women 
and Children, together with fuch as yielded themfelves 
after the firft Fury was over, were made Prifoners 
among whom was Borifes , King of the Bulg 


» 

* 


who being conduced to the Emperor in his Royal 


Robes 


was receiv'd by him as a King, and after k 


I wuvSj vv wvvAf M- vj AiAtAi eiu w. uiivi anv^i « 

magnificent Entertainment releas'd with his Wife and 


, Zimifces declaring 
but the Ruffi. The City 


Children, and all the Bulg 

he had an Enmity to 
whom the Heat of the Soldiers had almoft deftroy'd^ 
was repaird at the Emperor's Charge, and Call'd after 
his own Name, Joannopolis . Here he kept his Eafier y 
&nd having left a fufticient Garrifon in it, and fur- 
nifli’d it with all manner of Provifions, he march’d 

from thence towards Dorofiorum , or Difira , feated on 
the Ifier> and one of the chief Towns th q Ruffians had 
in this Country, which their General was very foli 


to preferve. He encamp’d with his numerous 
Army, confifting in all of 330000 Men, within 
twelve Miles of that City, where it was unanimoufly 


refolv'd to wait the Emperor 


coming 


y 


and give 


him Battel ; having firft put three hundred BuU 


garians to Death, of whom they had entertain'd fome 
Sufpici 

Romans 

their late Victories, furpafs’d them in Courage 


The Ruffians did not fo much exceed the 
Numbers, as the Romans , encourag’d by 

upon 


which Account the Succefs continu’d doubtful for a 
long time on both fides. Fortune feem’d no lefs than 
twelve times to fiiift Parties ; but* as Night approach’d^ 
the Left Wing of the Ruffians began to give Ground ; 
and before the Enemy had leifure to recruit it the 
Emperor led on a referv'd Party with fo much Refolu- 
tion, that his Soldiers, receiving new Life from his 
Example, bore on with an invincible Courage upon 


the Barbarians, and carry'd the Day. The Ruffi 

fled with their broken Troops to Difira , not fo much 

for the Defence of the City, as their own Security 

and 
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and thither the Emperor* after he had return’d Pub- 
lick Thanks for the Victory* follow’d ’em* and laid 
clofe Siege to the Place* but made no Attempt upon 
it’till the Arrival of his Fleet* which prevented the 
Defendants efcaping by the River. 

This Siege prov’d as remarkable as any that Age 
produc’d* not fo much for the Length of if* as the 
Refoiutenefs of the Befieg’d* the Valour of the Af- 

failants* and the Confequences of it *• for it brought 
both Armies to a general Battel, and that introduc’d 
a Treaty* which ended in a Truce pr Peace between 
both Nations. The Ruffians had hitherto forborn the 
life of Horfes* but now* contrary to their former 

and fally’d 


Cuftom* they mounted feveral Comp 
out briskly at two feveral Gates towards the Evening 
when the Romans were difpers’d at Supper* little pre¬ 
par’d for the Company of fuch Guefts* fo that the 
two Quarters* where the Onfet was made* were at 


firft feiz’d with a general Confternation • but having 
by degrees, taken to 


Arms 


a (harp 



nient happen’d, in which at length the Ro?nans had 

the Advantage* and forc’d the Enemy back, with a 


great Slaughter into the City* which was fill’d with 
hideous Cries and Howlings for the Lofs they had 
fuftain’d* by which the Garrifon was extreamly 


weaken’d* fo that the General was forc’d to fend for 
all his Countrymen which were potted in the Ad¬ 
jacent Towns and Forts* having fome time before 


committed to Cuftody twenty thoufand Bulgarians for 

fear they fiiould revolt* or raife a Mutiny in the Gar 

rifon. Zimifces * obferving the Refolution with which 
the General behav’d himfelf* and dreading the Fa¬ 
tigues of a long Siege* drew his Army out into the 
adjoining Plain* and offer’d him Battel* which he re¬ 
fus’d* revolving to maintain himfelf to the laft Extre¬ 


mity within the Walls. Notwkhft&nding which 


be 


they 


Su’d 


ing ftrengthen’d with frefii Suppl 
one Night at all their Gates at once* 

Sally upon the Befiegers at a time whea they little 


and made a great 


peered 







to fall on again with their ufual Alacrity. The 
Enemy* thinking they fled* with an indifcreet Cou¬ 
rage purfu’d ’em* ’till the Romans * having attain’d 
the Place appointed* charg’d ’em afrefli and renew’d 
the Fight. Zimifces * obferving that the Ruffians * 
notwithftanding this Advantage* fought with more 
Courage than ever* commiferated the Condition of 
his Men • and* to prevent the Effuflon of more Blood* 
lent and challeng’d their General to decide the Quar¬ 
rel by a Angle Combat between ’em. Sphendofihlabus 
as arrogantly rejected the Offer* and return’d An- 

fwer* That he knew how to put a better Value upon his Life 9 
and that if the Emperor was weary of his * there was room 
enough for him in the Field to difpofe of it. Hereupon 
Zimifces refblv’d* with this one Day’s Action* to finifh 
both the War and the Siege* and therefore having 
Cent Sclerus with his Troops to cut off their Commu¬ 
nication with the Town* he commanded Romanm y the 
Son of Confiantine Ctefar, and Grandfon of Romanus 
the elder* together with Veter , another great Com¬ 
mander in the Army* to give a frefh Charge with The RufE. 
their referv’d Forces *• notwithftanding which the Sue- a ns entirely 
qefs continu’d ftill uncertain* ’till Sphendofihlabits was defeated. 
in the end beat off his Horfe by Anemas * who* whilft 

he was endeavouring to kill him*, was himfelf cut to 
pieces. The Ruffians * who before the Fight were . 
half ftarv’d* began now to grow weary and dis¬ 
hearten’d j on the other fide the Romans * obferving the 

Confufion and Diforder they were in* continu’d the 
Fight with great Alacrity, ’till the Ruffians gave way* 
and fled with great Precipitation over the Plain* 
where the Slaughter was continu’d by the victorious 
Purfuers $ an innumerable Multitude of ’em fell in 
the Fight, and hardly any efcap’d without being 
wounded. When the Romans came to ftrip the Slain* 
they found great Numbers of Women among ’em* 
who had accompany’d their Husbands in Mens 
Cloaths* and fought with a Mafculine Courage. And 

Was obfervable* that during this whole War, the 

Women* 
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John Z-imifces 


comprehended in the Treaty 
Paffiige to the Rujfi, 


3 


who 



but refus’d a free 

they found themob® 


3 


ftinate, were oblig’d* in the Condition they were 
to force their Way through ; of which the Vatz*inaca 
being inform’d, they thought it not Prudence openly 

..they 

off the General and all his Men ; that fierce Peo 
pie thinking ic 


ppofe 'em, but, laying Ambufhes for ’em 


3 


Crime fufticienc that he had enter’d 


into a League with the Romans * 

Thus ended the Ruffian War* not more to the Ho¬ 
nour and Safety of the Empire* than the Reputation 
of Zimifce /* who afcrib’d his Succefs rather to the Di¬ 
vine Protection than the Force of his Arms: For be 
fides that* during the late Battel* the Wind blew the 
Rain with great Violence full againft the Barbarians* 


which extreamly diforder’d ’em* and made 


em una 


ble to manage the Fight as they at firfl: intended 



White Horfe was ob- 

the whole Army at the beginning of the 

and 


Some related, that a Man 

ferv’d 

Fight 


* who fought at the Head of the Battel 
with his fingle Valour repuls’d and broke the Enemy 


Ranks, and forafmuch 


had feen him either 


before or afterwards* they believ’d him to be St. The 


odore the Marty 


3 


whofe Anniverfary the Victory 


was obtain’d* and the Emperor himfelf ( who* faith 


my Author 


fought without the immediate Pro 


te&ion and Affiftance of thofe Heavenly Auxiliaries,) 
according to the Superftitions of thofe Times* either 

leaf! pretended fo far to believe it* 


* 


» 


really did 

that he repair’d a Church dedicated to him* and 

chang’d the Name of the Town* wherein ic Rood 

From Eucbaneia to Tbeodoropolis, 

The Treaty being fign’d* the Emperor fortify’d all 
the Towns and Fores that ftood upon the River* and 
then return’d to Confiantinople , where he was receiv’d 
with all Expreffions of Joy imaginable. The Patri¬ 
arch* the Clergy* the Senate* and the People met him 
with Crowns* and a tri umphant Chariot drawn by four 

Horfes moll fplendidly caparifoa’d * he refufing to en¬ 
ter 
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Zimifcei 

hi* Tri¬ 
umph at 

Conftan- 

tinople* 
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ter the City in the Chariot, mounted a white Horfe, 

and having put the Royal Veftments of the Bulgarian 

Princes into the Chariot, and over them the Image of 
the Virgin Mary, as Prote&refs of the City, he fol¬ 
low'd it in a folemn Proceffion, and in the Forum re¬ 
ceiv’d the Acclamations of the People. 

The Solemnity being over, and he in a manner 
releas’d from the Toils of War, he apply’d himfelf, 
with great Diligence, to the Affairs of State. He 
eas’d his Subjeds of fome Taxes, and was the firft 
that commanded the Image of our Saviour to be im» 
prefs’d upon the Coins with this Impreffion, Jefus 
Chrifi , the King cf Kings , which Cuftom was ever af¬ 
ter obferv’d by his Succeffors. But whilft he was thus 
employ’d in his Management at home, feveral of 
thdfe Cities in the Eaft, that had been reduc’d by his 
Predeceffor Nicephorus , revolted from the Empire, and 
took up Arms againft it, fo that Zimifces faw himfelf 
oblig’d to undertake another Expedition to recover 
’em to their Obedience. And having, proceeded as 
far as Damafcus, he reduc’d fome by fair Words, and 
others by force of Arms. Here he refided for fome 
?ime to fettle the Affairs of the Province in thofe 


In this Expedition having obferv’d feveral 


Parts. In this Expedition 
pleafant Towns and Palaces 


Territories adjoining to ’em, and beii 
with it, he ask’d to whom they belong’d 
lie was anfwer’d that BaJSius , the Prefu 
Poffeffion of’em all. tho’ fome of ’em 


with large and fruitful 
, and being delighted 
v belonged and when 


the Prefident 


was in 


wa vut uiu 

quir’d by the Arms of Niceph 


tho’ fome of ’em had been 


fierals 


others by other Ge 


and not a few by himfelf, he broke out with 


Sigh into this Expreffio 




How miferable 


my Com fa 


wions , is the prefect Condition of the Roman Empire , whoJ\ 


heft blood and Treafi 


facrificd to the Bride and Ambiti 


on of an afpiring Eunuch ? B a films had ferv’d feveral of 

the former Emperors in their Wars againft the Sara* 

censj and in Negotiations of the greateft Importance. 

Being a Man of great Authority in the Empire he 
appear’d very inftrumental in the Promotion of 1 STr 
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narrowly efcap’d the Lofs of his Eyes. Zimifces, be¬ 
ing a Prince of a forgiving Timper, reftor’d him in 
a fhort Time to his Favour, and left him at his Death 
Commander in Chief of all the Forces in the Eaft 
which gave him an Opportunity of inclining the Sol¬ 
diers to whatever Defigns it was his Intereft to pro 


$ 


mote. Upon thefe Confiderations Bafilius took from 
him his Command in the Eaft, and fent him Gover¬ 
nor into Mesopotamia, with Orders to reftrain the ln- 
curfions of the Saracens. Sclerus %X. firft difputed thefe 

Orders, and broke out into bitter Invedtives againfi 
Bafilius, who, unmov’d at his Reproaches, threaten'd 
to ftrip him of all his Employments, and confine him 

Here- 

upon he thought it prudent to depart into the Pro¬ 
vince that had been affign’d him, carrying with him 
a fix'd Refoiudon of revenging himfelf upon the 
Prime Minifter with the firft Opportunity, and af 


to his own Houfe, unlefs he inftantly obey'd. 


fening his own Right. Accordingly he acquainted 
the Chief Officers of the Army with his Defign, who 
either out of Hatred to Bafilius , or knowing that all 
the Soldiers, were at Sclerus his Devotion, promis'd 
faithfully to adhere to him, and advis’d him openly 
to declare againft the Government, and fet up for 
himfelf. Romanus, the Son of Sclerus , was at that 
Time in Confiantinople, fo that he dar'd attempt no 

thence, which 


thing ’till he had recover’d him from 
being done in a fhort Time after, he then openly af- Sclerus 
fum’d the Habit, and was faluted Emperor by the f ur P*- 
whole Army. 

The better to maintain himfelf in his ufurp'd Au¬ 
thority he feiz'd on the publiqk Revenues, and rais’d 
large Contributions from fuch as were rich and able 
to pay him. By this means he colledfed immenfe 
Sums of Money, which enabled him to fupport the 
Charge of the War, and fecur’d the Friendfhipof the 


Saracens his Neighbours, who, obferving the 


promt 



fing Face of his Affairs, enter’d into a Treaty with 


him 


2 


which was ftrengthen'd by clofer Alliances of 




\ 


Mar- 
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iro 


done before, endeavouring to circumvent each o- 
ther by Stratagems, in which Scleras prov’d the better 
Matter. One Day he order’d Provifions to be pre¬ 
par'd with a more fuperficial Care than ufual 


as 



the whole Army was going to take a Refrefhment 5 

his Men to 


tho’ at the fame Time he order’d 


This 

had 


ftand to their Arms, and be ready for the Word, 
being obferv’d by Peter , who, for the moft part, 
been upon the Defensive, he concluded there would 
be no Engagement that Day, and therefore order’d 
his Soldiers'to fill their Bellies, and take their Eafe, 
Whilft they were thus employ’d Sclerus fell upon ’em 
in a regular Order, and tho’fuch of ’em as could 
take to their Arms made a refolute Refiftance, yet in 



the end they were overpower’d and 

Sclerus took their Camp, and all their Baggage, in Sclerus 
which he found much Treafure. This Succefs feem’d, beats the. 

in a great meafure, to confirm Sclerus in his ufurp’d 

Authority; for many Perfons of great Reputation in ° ne * 
the Army, and Intereft in the Provinces, renounc’d 


their Allegiance, and declar’d for him : The Inhabi 

tarns of Attala laid hold of Michael Curticas , the Em 
peror’s Admiral, and carry’d the Fleet over to Sclerus 
who order’d’em to make War with it againft the 

Cihyrraotte. 


!> 


\ 




with an unlimited Authority 
Dictators of old under the Common-wealth 



When the News of this Defeat was brought to Con - 
fiantinople , it was entertain’d there with the greateft 
Contternation imaginable, Leo was chofen, to aSt 

Sclerus , like the 

,• and 

John a Patrician, a Man of great Eloquence and Ex 
perience, was join’d in the Commiffion with him to 
counfel and affift him. Leo, having join’d Peter in 
Phrygh 
fes. to 


* 


a, try’d firft, by gentle Means and fair Promi- 
3 draw the Ufurper’s Adherents off from him j 
but when he found all his Attempts that way were 
ineffectual, he broke upfuddenly, and march’d with 



reat Expedition towards the Eaft; at which Sclerus 

and his Affociaces were exceedingly perplex’d, be- 

caufe 
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canfe all the Treafure, and moft of their Relations 


had been left 


thofe Parts; the Confideration 


of 


which wrought fo wonderfully upon fome of the 
Principal among’em, that they left the Ufurper, and 
fled over to Leo . Sckrus found himfelf fo weaken’d 
by fuch an unexpe&ed Defection, that he began to 
defpair of Succefs, and grew fearful left all his For- 

would, by degrees, draw off and difperfe them 




felves. The only Remedy left in fuch a Conjuncture 

was to fend a Body of Men, under the Command of 

fuch Officers as he could entirely confide in, who 

Ihou’d endeavour to ftop Leo’ sProgrefs. They were 

order’d to intercept the Provifions for the Army, and 

aually 

to be 
fome 

time carefully obferv’d their Orders, but were at laft 
forc’d to venture a fet Battel. For the Soldiers hear¬ 
ing the Saracens of Berrhaaa were fhortly to pafs be¬ 
tween both Armies, with the annual Tribute, in their 


by repeated Alarms, and fudden Onfets, conti 
incommode him, but by no means fuffer it 
brought to a general Engagement. They fo 


% 


way to Conftantinopl 


would not be reftrain’d 




but 


9 


knowing they who were ftrongeft in the Field would, 
in all probability, be Matters of that Treafure, they 
fell on with an intemperate Heat, whereupon a gene¬ 
ral Engagement follow’d, in which Leo had the Ad- 


Sclerus his vantage. Many of Sckrus his Men were flain 


9 


efp 


nerah dally of the Armenians 


whom no Quarter would 


Defeated, be allow’d, becaufe they were the firft that had re 


voiced to 


1 


m 


But Leo with much Caut 


Difcretion declin’d fighting; for he knew 


5 


and 

and 


found by Ex 



by 


he 


AcceOion of fuch 


that his Strength encreas’d dai 

in that melan 


ho 


y 


choly Condition of his Affairs, deferred the Ufurp 
Had he perfifted in that Refolu 

probability, pu 


he had 


end to the War at 


V 


in 

but 


all 




% 


had fome Hot-headed Vain-glorious young Men in 
his Army, who condemn’d him of too much Diffi¬ 
dence, and never gave over ’till they had perfuaded 
him, contrary to his former Intentions, and much a* 

ainft 





gainft his Will to engage. Sclents had much the Ad¬ 
vantage of Leo in his Cavalry, which, being plac’d 
at each Wing of his Army, made their Enemies give 
Ground at the firft Onfet, which occafion’d a total 
Defeat. The Aftion was very hot for the time it but he a- 
lafted ; “On Leo’s fide, John his Coadjutor, and Feter, g**** rmtt 
and feveral other Perfons of eminent Quality, were ths 
(lain : Leo himfelf was taken Prifoner, together with ria9 * f * 
a great many more of diftinguifh’d Rank in the Ar¬ 
my. This remarkable Vidiory was obtain’d with lit¬ 
tle or no Lofs on the fide of Sclents , who digg’d out 
the Eyes of fome of his Prifoners at the Head of his 
Army, becaufe, in Breach of their Oaths to him, 
they had fallen off to Leo . Leo and fome others he 
treated with more Humanity, and only kept ’em in 

an * honourable Reftraint. 
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IT 


caft bis Eyes upon the Romans his Prifoners j he confi- 
der’d ’em as unfortunate Pleroes, who had deferv’d a 
better Fate than what they endur’d; that if Sckrus had 
not been a Man of Worthy Condu<ft,and Prudence } he 
never had been able to raife fo confiderable a Party in 
the Empire, and difpute the Imperial Title with the 
Emperor himfelf. Upon thefe Confiderations he corn* 
fented to releafe him, provided he would undertake 
the War againft the Per/ians. Sclems at firft declin’d 
the Imployment, but being highly encourag’d by 


* 


Chofroes , who promis'd him extraordinary Advantage 

he chearfully engag’d himfelf in it, but refufing to 
command any of Chofroes' s own Subjeds in the Ser 
vice, he perfuaded him to open all the Prifons, and 
arm the Captive Romans , who, making a Body of a- 
bput three thoufand Men, fell fuddenly on the Perfi- 


ans 


9 


who being unus’d to their manner of Fightings 


and over-power’d with their Courage 
tal Defeat. Sclems 


9 


d a to- 

_ \ 

finding himfelf at the Head of fo 
gallant a Body of Men, thought himfelf once more in 
Capacity of 


renewing his former Pretenfions, and 
therefore having put an end to the Perfian War almoft 
as foon as undertaken, he return'd with hjs vi&orious 
Army into the Territories of the Empire ,• whether 

rather after 


with Chofroes' s Gonfent 


9 


gainft it. 


his Death 


s’&a.n j, ao it is very unceiiam 3 io it uui wuhu^ 

Confideration. Being enter'd into the Domini- Sclents 


fo is it not worthy 


ons of the Empire, he was inform'd of Phocas his U 
furpation, which in a great Meafure blafted his Hopes, 
and feem'd very prejudicial to the prefent Poftnre of 
his Affairs : for he found himfelf unable to oppofe 
both 

to join himfelf with 

carry himfelf as fair as he could with both, and fo 
gratiate himfelf with one, that the other fhould think 
he had no Reafdn to be offended ,• and therefore the 
fame Time that he fent to Phocas , and offer'd to aflift 


turns into 

the Empire 


4| JL VI. 41V A VM44 V A M4.1U VAV V V V* V 

did he judge it fafe or honourable for him 

At length he refolv'd? to 


t 

* 


him in the Suppreffion of Bafilius, and lhare the Em 
pire with him, his Son Rornams left him by his own 

Confent, 
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# 



I 

Confent, and under the Pretence of a Revolt went to 

Bafilius 2£ Constantinople* By this means, if Phocas pre¬ 
vail'd, the Father thought he ftould have Intereft e- 
xiough to procure the Son’s Peace ,• and, if B a films had 


the better, he hopd his Son would be able to obtain 
his Pardon from the Emperor. Some Time before 

Romanus his Arrival, Bafilius the President was fallen 

into Difgrace, for the Emperor thought himfelf old 
enough to govern without a Director, and the Prefi. 
dent thought he had a juft Right to the Management, 


and made ufe of all the Artifices an old Courtier is 
capable of to continue himfelf in it. But Ba films was 
firmly refolv’d totally to fhake him off, and confin’d 
him fir ft to his own Houfe, where, when he found 
the reftlefs old Man was forming new Defigns, he 
flripp’d him of all his vaft Eftate at once, at which he 
was fo fenfibly affli&ed that he dy'd fhorcly after. Im¬ 
mediately upon this Romanus arriv’d, and the Emperor 
knowing him to be a prudent Man, and experienc’d 
Soldier, took him into his Favour, and preferr’d him 
to Employments of the higheft Importance. 

Tho ? Bafilius receiv’d Romanus with a generous 


cl 

r 

t 

V 

!v. 


i 


I 

ts 


H 




i 

$ 


i 


Confidence 


> 


and made him his chief Favourite 


7 


the 


crafty Phocas behav’d himfelf with more Circumfpe&i- 
on to Sclerus* At firft he enter’d into a very formal 
Agreement with him, and pretended the Empire 
fhould be divided between’em: Sclerus was to have 

for his Share Antioch , Phoenicia , Palefiine, Ccelofyria , 
Mefopotamia and Egypt $ and Confiantinople , with the 

ft * tv • * « « V * — w-1 * m 


jb w r 4 ^ »/ ^ ^ 

reft of the Provinces, was allotted to Phocas* 


This 


Agreement was ratify’d and confirm’d by Oaths on 
both fides, after which Sclerus made no difficulty 



*-/%•***■» l/rv f vw* Juv V* 

joining his Forces with thofe of Bardas $ and in Cap¬ 


padocia a Council of War was held how to proceed 
with the beft Advantage. ’ Phocas, havipg by thefe 
means drawn the old Man into a fenfelefs Security, 
watch’d his Opportunity, and then feiz’d upon him, 
ftripp’d him of his Imperial Ornaments, and com¬ 
mitted him to Guftody : after which he found it no 

difficult 









I S’ 

J3° 

k 

► 4 

an entire Truft, and that it was done at the Inftiga- 
tion of Bafilitis. However it was* the Death of Vho - 
cos purchas'd the Emperors arr eafie and corripleat 
Vidory • for it was no fooner fpread abroad in the 
Army, but his Men fled in all the Diforder imagi¬ 
nable. Moft of the Principal among the Rebels were 
taken, and punifh’d according to their Deferts,* fome 
fav’d themfelvesby a voluntary Exile, and others who 
had been the leafi: adfive, were pardon'd. - 

However there were ftill fome remaining who pre¬ 
serv'd the Spirit of the Party after the Death of their 
j i'hereupon Leader* thefe Men got Sclerus to be fet at Liberty, 

s an d encourag’d him to purfue his Tide, and valiant- 

Te^at Li* ty a ff ert hi-sRight. Bafilms , who had flatter'd himfelf 
forty, that the Death of Phocas would put an end to the Ci¬ 
vil Wars, obferv'd a new Cloud gathering againft 
him, which hung with a direful Afpe<5f over the State. 
Before he thought fit to make ufe of violent means, 
he endeavour'd to reduce him by friendly Expoftula- 

tions, and reprefented to him how unworthy it was for 

a Man of his jlge and Brofejfton to embroil the Empire with 
- Bloody he promis d an Indemnity for what' was pa ft y and his 

Favour and Vrotaction for the future. To thefe Remon- 
ffrances Romanus added his earned Perfuafions ,* he re¬ 
prefented to his Father ho7i> well he had been receiv’d at 
Court) where he might prcmife himfelf the higheft Prefer- 
ments ,* that he was now old , and had not Forces fuffcient 
to obtain his Ends ,* cmd, that it would therefore more become 
him to enjoy the few Days he had yet in ft ore in Honour , 
and is re - "Peace and Tranquility. By thefe Perfuafions Sclerus was 
eonciVd to induc’d to lay down his Pretenfions. An A<S of In- 
theEmpc. demnity was pafs’d, and Sclerus being declar’d great 

was introduc’d to the Em¬ 
peror, who could hardly reftrain himfelf from laugh¬ 
ing when he beheld him, of whom he had been for 
fo long a time fo much in fear. He was an exceed¬ 
ing decrepid old Man, fupported by two of his Do¬ 
rn efticks, who were forc’d to lead him by reafon of 

feis great Age and Corpulency. The Emperor re- 

- ceiv’d 
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ceiv’d him with great Civility, made him eat with him 
at his ownTable, confirm’d him in his Office of great 
Steward, and fuffer’d fuch of his Followers as had 
enjoy'd any Offices of Honour and Profit under him, 
to be continu’d in ’em, of preferr’d to others of equal 
Value and Authority. 

B a films having by this Agreement, put an end to 
the Civil Wars, and fecur’d himfelf from any farther 
CJfurpations, confulted how he might beft reftrain Bafilms 
and chaftife the turbulent and unconquer’d Spirit of 

the Bulgarians , and fuch others who having form’d Buigasi- 
themfelves into a League with their Neighbours, had ans. 
taken their Advantage during the late^Trouble, and 
infefted the Borders of the Empire. He firft took a 
Progrefs into Thrace and Macedonia, and having left a 
ftrong Party at Tbeffalonica to reftrain the Inroads of 
Samuel, the King of Bulgaria , he fliortly after march’d 
into Iberia , and from thence into "Phoenicia , receiving 
Hoftages from the Saracens of thofe Parts for their 

quiet Behaviour for the future. In his Paffage thro’ 

Cappadocia, Eujtatbius Melenus , a Commander in thofe 
Parts, entertain’d him and his whole Army; with 
which expenfive Hofpitality the Emperor feem’d out¬ 
wardly to be very much pleas’d, but was inwardly 
concern’d to find any one Subjed: fhould be Mafter of 
fo much Wealth, which could enable him to (hake and 
endanger the Peace of the Empire. For this Reafon, 
under a fpecious Pretext of a peculiar Efteem for him, 
he took him with him to Conftantinople , from whence 
he would never after fuffer him to return, butafter his 
Death feiz’d on his vaft Eftate. A juft Caution to thofe 
who endeavour to grow too wealthy and powerful 
for Subje&s, by which means they generally become 
the Objed: of their Prince’s Jealoufie, and frequent- * 

ly of his Indignation. 

Samuel hearing of the Garrifon Bafilius had left in 
TbeJJalonica , and being fenfible how much the PofTef- 
jfion of that Place would conduce to the Conqueft of 

ffie whole Country, at which he aim'd, he plac’d part 

& % of 







ir. 




Con ft. vir. 




him thither, were honourably receiv’d, and preferr’d 
by the Emperor. 

After this Samuel's Affairs'continu’d to be in a decli- A. 1 
ning-Condition ’till his Death, and the Emperor gain’d i 0 o; 

fomeconfiderable Advantage in every Expedition he His sue 

undertook againft him. He took Vidma from him by 
Storm: and having;routed his Army, which lay with 


m 


A. D. 

IOOI* 


and having routed his Army 


He took Vidma from him by 


which lay with 


UkVl ftJLJ ^ * V/ J y - J * 

great Careleffnefs upor> the Banks of the BAvcrAxius, 


he had the City Scopi, one of the ftrongeft in thdfe 
Parts, deliver’d up to him by Simeon the Governor, 
whom the Emperor rewarded with the Dignity of a 
Patrician. Samuel was fo far difpirited by thefe fre* 


Patrician. Samuel was fo far difpirited by thefe fre« 
quent Defeats, that he durft no more venture his For¬ 
tune in the open Field, but endeavour’d to circumvent 
Bafilim by Stratagem, and had cut him off with the 


—* 


greateft part of his Forces in the Straits of Cimba Lon - 
gus, where he had plac’d a ftrong Guard, had not M- 

cephorus Xiphias . Governor of fhilmopolis , with the 


Governor of VhiBppopolis 


Troops under his Command, gain’d a Hill, which lay 


towards the South 


from whence he fell upon the E 


nemy’s Rear, and gave Bafidius an eafie Entrance into 


the Straits 




immediately upon which thz Bulgarians 


turn’d their Backs, and fled awayJn the greacett Con 




fufion. 


Many of’em were kill’d in the Chace, and 


Samuel very narrowly efcap’d thro 5 the Valour and 
Condud of his Son, who, with much difficulty car¬ 
ry’d him off into the Caftle of Frilapus , or Frailaba in 
Vdlachia . Bafilius caus’d the Eyes of all his Prifoners,o;f 


whom he had many Thoufands 


to be pluck’d out; 


and to every hundred he affign’d a Man who had one 


Eye left 


who had Orders to condud ’em to Samuel . 


Samuel being already broken with Age 


out by his Misfortunes 


and weary’d 


3 


Shock of fo terrible a Spedacle 


was not able to ftand the 

' w 

facie, but fell down in a 


Swoon 


and tho’ thofe about him reftor’d him to him- 


felf, by the helps of fome ftrong Spirits, for the pre- 
fent, yet he dy’d within two Days after. 

Tho’ Bafilius promis’d himfelf, from the Death of 
<Samud , no lefs than an entire Subjedion of all Bulza? 


K 3 


via 


j 





I 


V 
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m, which he afterwards effe&ed, yet at firft he met 

with many Difficulties, and receiv’d great Oppofition 

from the Obftinacy of fome, and Perfidioufnefs of o- 
thers. Gabriel* the Son of SamueL fucceeded his Fa- 


i 


ther as Prince of the Country $ but being a Man of a 
mean Capacity, though remarkable for his prodigious 
Strength, he was fhortly after murder’d by the Pro¬ 
curement of John Bladifthlabusy a Perfon nearly related 
to him, and whofe Life he had formerly preferv’d. 
Bafilius after his late Victory* had purfu’d his Con- 
quefts.and reduc’d feveral of theftrong Caftlesand for- 
tify’d Towns in the Country, in one of which he took 
feme of the Principal Men among the Bulgarians, whom 
he kept with him as Inftruments to facilitate his fu¬ 
ture Attempts,, Here he receiv’d Letters from John 
in which he inform’d him, that Gabriel being dead, the 
Bulgarian Kingdom was his, and promis’d to be have 




himfelf as the Emperor’s Subject and VaffaL 


Thefe 


Letters were follow’d, fhortly after with others from 
the Bulgarians , who own’d tnemfelves Subjects to the 
Empire, and acknowledg’d a Submiffion accordingly. 
Bafilius receiv’d the Meffengers very gracioufly, and 
promis’d them his Favour and Protection ; but being 


The Bulga 
nans fub- 
mit them* 


(elves to 

* 

the Empe 
ror> 


fhortly after affur’d, that John had engag’d for more 
than ever he intended to perform, he return’d the Year 
following into Bulgaria, and refolv’d never to give over 
’till he had entirely fubdu’d it. For having invaded it 
fo often in Perfon, he thought his Honour would ne¬ 
ver fuffer him to be at reft till he had effected a final 
_ Conqueft of it. Tho’ the Emperor had moft of the 


Hold 


s 


of the Country in his Hands, and the 

th of the Bulgarian Army was broken in a great 


meafure by the late Wars, yet he found it a' thin 


ftrong 
Stren 




highly difficult to fubdue a People animated with the 
love of Liberty, which they maintain’d to the Saft 


Gafp, and defended their Country as others do fingle 

Piece-meal. But John being 


Towns, lofing 


it 



flairs, after he had worn the Title of King and defen 

lour for wo Years and about five 


ded i 


t with 



r 


eat 



s 


2 


Months 



1 


is 
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Months, the Bulg 


at laft fent their Deputies to 


the> Emperor with Offers of a total and unfeigned 
Submiffion. Bafilius receiv’d ’em with his ufual Con- 
defcenfion, and conferr’d the Title of Patrician on 
all thofe that feem’d the mod forward to comply 


and furrender’d up their Caftles to him. At Achridm 


3 

3 


Achris 


N 


3 


of the chief Cities of the Country 




he 


was faluted with the general Acclamations of the 

There he feiz’d on the vaft Treafure of the 

rinces, among which were feveral rich 


P 


People. 

Bulgarian 

Crowns adorn’d with Pearly and a great quantity of 

e diftributed as a Donative among 


Gold 


which 



his Soldier 


Shortly 


after 


this. 


being 


d 


to his Camp, the late King’s Widow, attended by 

together with 


Daughters, 


three of her Sons, and fix 
other Princes of the Blood 
him Homage. She had three othe 
who at hrft fled up into the Mountains ,* but hearing 


up to him, and did 
r Sons by John, 


n 




how courteoully the Emperor had receiv’d their 
thren, they voluntarily came down and fubmitted, 
There now remain’d but one Man in all the Coi 


re 


try capable of railing any 1 


y 


who had not fub 


mitted to Bafil 


This was Ibatz.es , a Man ally’d to 


the Royal Family, and one, who, during the late Wars, 
had given the World feveral Inftances of his great 
Courage and Conftancy. This Man refufing to fub- 
init to Neceffity, or comply with the prefent pofture 
of Affairs, feiz’d on a Mountain mod difficult of 
Accefs. where he refolv’d to defend himfelf to the laft 


extremity 


Th 




Obftinacy feem’d to put a dan 


gerou 


flop to the Prpgrels of the Emperor s Arms 


and 


much perplex’d him. He foliclted him 
earneftly bv Letter, to confider how ralhly he had 


ver} 


undertaken what 




the end would draw inevitable 


Deftru&ion down upon his Head, and concluded 
with large Promifes of the mighty Advantages he had 
to expedt from his Submiffion. lbatz.es continuing 
unmov’d with all the Emperor could fuggeft, Bufla- 

Dapbnomelus , whom Bafilius had lately made 

4 Governor 


* 
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rade the Firft Emperor of Germany , and of John the 
Nineteenth Pope of Rome 3 and fixth of Ferdinand the 
Firft King of Caftile. . 






H 



P. 


III. 


\ 


From the Death of BafiUus J to the Reign of Alexius 


Comnanus 




whofe Time the Wejlern Chrijii 


ans undertook their Expedition into the Holy 
Land\ 


v 


Containing the Space of Fifty Six Tears 


O 


.* 

I. HP H O’ Conftantine had born the Name of Empe 


JL 


ror in Conjundion with his Brother 


and 


might be thought. 


ence 


well from his Age as Experi- 
be juftiy qualify’d for that Supreani Dignity, 
yet in every refped he behav'd himfelf altogether 
unworthy of it,* and it too vifihly appear’d after Bafi 


A. D 
102 6, 


lim his Death, that it was happy for the State he did 


not die before. For Conjl 


Prince in his own Nature 


being a diffolme, C on(hn-' 


employ'd none 


infamous as himfelf, pre* ” a g emen * 


about him but Perfons 

i 

ferring ’em to the molt confiderable Employments 
the Government. Thefe Men. that they might an- 

op 


of bis A[~ 
fairs. 


fwer the Ends for which they were advanc'd 
prels'd the Provinces, and burden'd the People, fo 
that the State may be faid to fuffer more under the 
foort Reign of this Emperor, than it had profper'd 

under thofe of JSficephorus , Zimifces and Ba(i!ius+ who* 


had feverally contributed fo exceedingly to the 
Strength and Advancement of it. Befides, Confian- 
tine appear'd no lefs zealous in the Oppreffion and 
Ruin of good and worthy Men, efpecially fuch as 
he imagin d had formerly been forward to difcover 
his vicious Pra&ices to his Brother $ fo that a Day 

hardly pafs’d that was not made infamous by the 
if ‘ x Fall 


\ 
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Empire,, but were 


with much ado, reftraih’d by die 


great 
Borders. 



gence 

At 


of thofe who commanded on the 

M 

length Conjbantine, being declin’d in 

, fell 


Years, and enervated by his fenfual Pleafures 



was given over by his Phyficians. 

by Helena, the Daughter of 

fo that th 


w 


dangeroufJy 
He had three 

Alynlm the Patrician^ but never a Son 

whole Court was divided into feveral Cabals upon 
Defignation of a Succeffor* Some propos’d Conjkan- 
tinus DelaJJlnus , who at that time commanded the 


ent Family 3 and nearly aliy’d to the Emperor. 


Forces in Armenia ; and others labour’d with great 
Earneftnefs for Rom anus Argyrus , a Man of an anci 

It 

was concluded^ that whoever fucceeded fhould mar¬ 
ry one of the Emperor’s Daughters, which at firft 
feem’d much to op pole thofe who were for the Pro¬ 
motion of Romanm y who was already fnarry’d $ but 
they 


having the greateft Intereft in Conftantme 




J re " 

vail’d with him to fend for Romanus , and propofe to 
him either to lofe his Eyes, or marry one of the Em¬ 
peror’s Daughters, and be .created Ctefar. Romanus Romanus 


continu'd for fome time undetermin’d, ’till his Wife 
hearing of the Conditions, and fearing left his Con- 
ftancy would coft him his Eyes, voluntarily fhav’d her 
felf, and turn’d Nun : By this means ftie made room 
for Zoe the Emperor’s fecond Daughter, to whom he 
was ftiortly after marry’d, and created C&far* Up 


ll 


on the third. Day after the Nuptials Covft : mtine d y’d, 
after he had liv’d fomething more than Seventy Years, 
and had been Emperor without a Coilegue almoft 
three, A . D. 1028. 


Romanm being thus beyond 



tion rais’d to Romarms 


Actions. 


the Imperial Dignity, at firft behav’d himfelf like an 
atftive careful Prince. He releas’d the People of many 
Taxes, with which feveral of his Predeceffors, efpeci- 
ally Confiantine , had burden’d ’em, and recommended 
himfelf by feveral Ads of Grace and Royal Favour?. 
His Liberality to the Church was extrordinary, as was 
likewife his lndulgence to thofe who had been taken 
' Prifoners 
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Prifonersin the late Wars, and were detain’d in.Cap 
sivity $ for he generoufLy releas’d ’em at his own Ex 
pence, and gave thofe who where in Neceffity,a com 
fortable Subfiftance at their Return home : 


Thedjft 


During 

the whole Reign of his Predeceffbr, the Empire was 
infefted with a moft grievous Drought $ but now, as 
if Divine Providence had been aton'd by thefe Ads 
of Charity, the Earth was again refresh'd by feafona- 
ble Rains, which produc’d an abundance of all Fruits 
efpecially of Oil. 

But whilft the People at Confiantianople were congra 




thiEaft. tulating their new Emperor for his aufpicious Reign, 

the Roman Intereft receiv’d a great Blow from the Arms 
of the Saracens in the Eaft, which was chiefly owing 
to the Indifcretion of Spondyles, whom Confianting had 
made Governor of Antioch . The Emperor Nicephorns , 
has been obferv’d before, very much enlarg’d the 

where 

he recover’d mo ft of the Cities, and his Succeffor Zi~ 

. The 


Borders of the Empire in Syria and Vhoenicia 


s 


mifces purfu’d the Conqueft as far as Damaf 
Beginning of Bajiliip his Reign was bulled in the Civil 
Wars, and they were fucceeded by that with the Bul¬ 
garians , in which he was fp wholly employ’d, that the 


7&e"Sara 
cens re- 
wait* 


Eaftern Parts lay negledted, which encourag’d the Sa 

racens to prepare for feme Addon, tho’ they attempted 

nothing whilft that Emperor liv’d ,* but under the dif 
folute Government of his Succeffor they openly de 
clar’d themfelves, whereupon the chief Cities in the 
Eaft threw off the Yoke, and afferting their Liberty, 
maffacred all the Soldiers that were Garrifon’d among 

None appear’d more adive in this Revolution, 




em 


than the Governor or Caliph of Berrtea 


* 


who 



his 


continu’d Incurfions grievoufly infefted Antioch, and 
the adjacent Country. Spondyles endeavour’d in feveral 
Engagements to reftraia him, but being conftantly 
worfted by him, he return’d with much Difhonour 
into the City, where he was overreach’d by the Sub- 

tilty of Afaraptiw a Captive Arabian , who, perceiving 

his Vanity and Indifcretion, undertook to perform 

mighty 
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mighty Matters againfl: the Saracens , if he might but 

be fee at Liberty, apd particularly (bow’d Spondyks a 




/? 


Plat of Ground 


3 


whereon 



he might be : permitted 


to build a Fort, he promis’d to make it eminently 
ferviceable to the Emperor. Spondyks readily believ’d 
what^the Arabian had advanc’d* and having given 
him his Liberty committed the Building of the Fort 
to his Care ; and when it was finifh’d Garrifon’d it 
with a thoufand Men under the Command of A fa- 


rapt in 


s 


3 


who 




having thus accomplilh’d his Ends 


5 


maintain’d a Correfpondence with the General of the 
Saracens , who fent him a Body of Men to whom he 
furrenderd the Caftle, having firft, by their Affiftance, 
put all the Garrifon to the Sword. 

Hereupon the Emperor, having remov’d Spondyks rhe Emfe* 
from his Command, refolv’d upon an Expedition in rods Expo- 
Perfon againft the Infidels, with a purpofe to redeem, ditjon 

if poflible, fo much Lofs and Difgrace, and profe- ** tn P em * 


cute the War with Vigour. But before he was ad 
vanc’d far on his Way, the Saracens, upon a Report 
of his mighty Preparations, fent their Meffengers 
with Prefents from Berra a to ask Pardon for what 
was paft, and promife to return to their former Obedi¬ 
ence, and faithfully pay their ufual Tribute for the 
future. Thofe of moft Experience in the Army ad¬ 
vis’d Rom anus to accept of their Submiffion, and pro¬ 
ceed no farther, alledging, among other Reafons, 
that in the Summer time Syria flood much in want of 
Water* that the Saracens , being a ecu Hom’d to it 
could endure both Heat and Thirft ,• but that the Ro 


3 


mans 


being loaden with their heavy Armour, could 
fupport themfelves under neither. Rcmanus had done 
wifely had he liften’d to thefe Remonflrances, but 
being poffefs’d with a Vanity of the great Honour 
he fliould acquire, he rejected the Meffengers with 
Difdain, and proceeded on in his Expedition. Being 
enter’d into Syria he detach d a Party, who were to 

, and difeover 


obferve the Motions of th 


Enemy 


whereabouts the Army might moft commodioufly 

encamp. 


r 
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S' 




encamp., This Party fell unhappily into an Ambuf 
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cade laid defignedly fcr 5 em ; and were all cut off 
with which Succdfs the Saracens were fo encourag’d^ 
that they intercepted thofe of the Rowans that were 
fent out to Forage 


0 

) 


and 


knowing well enough in 


what their greateft Want confided, cut off their Sup¬ 
plies of Water, by which means the Army was in 

time reduc’d to the laft Extremity. Conflantinus Delaf- 

fenus , who had lately before been nam’d by fome to 
fucceed Confiantine the late Emperor, was fent out 
with a fufiicient Power to reftrain the Saracens, and 
.cover the Foragers ,* but he being a Man of a weak 
cowardly Spirit, ran back in great Confuiion at the 
firft Appearance of the Enemy, and firuck the reft 
of.the Army with fuch Gonfternation, that every 


the Ro¬ 
man Army 


Man confider’d how he might belt fecure himfelf 
and in a Council of War it was refolv’d to decamp* 
and march to Antioch . Accordingly, as fbon as it 
was Light, the whole Army broke up, anffin a weak 
and fickiy Condition began to march. The Ara¬ 
bians 


who were very well inform’d of the State they 
dejtroyd/ were in. Way-laid ’em $ and having drawn ’em into 

a Place convenient for their purpofe r fell with great 
Violence upon ’em, whiift the Romans, ready to ex¬ 
pire without the Affiftance of an Enemy, ran fhame- 
fully away, and were either taken or kill’d by the 




Purfuers, or born down and trodden to pieces 



their Fellows. 


Th 


Ok 

few 


Emperor himfelf, being coura- 


geoufly defended by his own Guards, efcap’d with 


much difficulty to Antioch , where he found time to re 
fiedi on the ill Succefs of his rafh and unfortunateUn- 
dertaking. The Enemy got all the Emperor’s Bag¬ 


gage, which they might have carry’d off without any 


Gppofition, had they not been over-reach’d by a Stra 
tagem of their own devifrng 


George Maniaces, a Mace* 


donian 3 was at that time Governor of a irnall Province 




and a Town of no little Importance for the Emperor 

hither eight hundred of the Saracens, 


in thofe Parts 


& 

$ 
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loaden with the rich Plunder of the Emperor’s Camp, 

eramey 
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came, after the Purfait was over, and fummon’d Ma¬ 
ri laces to furrender, affirming that the Emperor himfeif 
was taken, his Army totally defeated, and chat it was 
impoffible for him to hold out againft the refolute 
Conquerors ; to confirm what they with fo much 
Confidence had alledg’d, they ftiow’d him their ricfx 
Booty, and promis’d him mighty Favours upon Con¬ 
dition he would fubmit. otherwife that he muft ex¬ 


pect nothing but an inevitable Deftrudion. Maniaces , 
either doubtful of the Truth of what they had affirm’d, 
or refolv’d to fell the City as dear as he could, feern’d 
to give Credit to their Information ,* and having 
thank’d ’em for their kind Advice, he fenc ’em out a 
great quantity of Provifions, with which he defir’d^ 
’em to refresh themfelves that Night, and promis’d to 
deliver up the Town to ’em as foon as it was Light. 

The Infidels believ’d all he faid. and without any Dif- 


truft eat and drunk to chatexcefs, that when Maniaces 
iffifd out at Midnight, as he had before determin d, he 
found ’em drunk and afleep, and kill’d ’em all before 
they were able to make the leaft Refiftance. After 
which he took two hundred and eighty Camels loaden 
with the rich Effects of the late Vidory, all which 
he prefented to the Emperor , who by that time 
was got into Cappadocia , and was fo fenfible of this fea- 
fonable piece of Service, that he made Maniaces Cap¬ 
tain or Governor of the Lower Media . After this he 
return’d very dejeded to Constantinople , where, as if his 


r* 


fi. ' 

late Succefs had difcourag’d him from any Warlike At 
tenipts for the future, he bufied himfeif in fevere Ex- ^ omand3 

adions, and oppreffing his Subjeds at home. He seJer!t*i 
renew’d his Claim to old Debts, thought co have been 

bury’d in utter Oblivion, and proceeded with fo inex- 


orable a Rigour in the Recovery of ’em, chat many 
Perfons of noble Families and large Inheritances were 
driven from their Eftates, and conftrain’d to beg their 
Bread from Door to Door. Tho’ che Money, rais’d 
from thefe Claims, ought to have been lodg’d in the 

Publiek Treafury, where it wasxlue 5 yet was that and 

Other 
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other immenfe Sums* by which the Exchequer was 

exhaufted, confum’d in expenfive Buildings, and be- 
flow’d on Monks, on whom he conferred whole Cities 
and Provinces at once • and they being thus enrich’d 
bf the Profufe and Superftitious Emperor, renounc’d 
the Auflericies of Life to which they were by Vow en¬ 
gag’d, and grew Voluptuous, Proud and Effeminate. 

Emperor rais’d a general 


Thefe Proceedings of 


th 





to 


Difcontent in the People, which gave aBeginnin 
feveral Plots and Commotions in the State. Conftantine> 
the late Emperor, left behind him two Daughters be- 


fide Zoe the Emprefs. The eldeft of which, call’d Eu 
docia, having been disfigur’d by thePla 



ue,turn’d Nun, 


and Theodora,the youngeft, refufing-to marry Romanus , 


either becaufe he was too near a Kin to her 


y 


as (lie 


pretended, or for that his fir ft Wife, of whom mention 
has been made before, was ftill alive, afterwards gave 
Life to feveral Plots and Undertakings againft him 


for which Treafon Zoe the Emprefs had her fhaven 
conftrain’d her to turn Nun, and confin’d her to a 


i 

) 


Monaftery 


3 
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from whence we (hall fee her remov’d 


hereafter, to appear cloath’d in the Imperial Purple. 

At the fame time that the Court was diftra*fted by 
thefe Fears and jeaioufies, fo great a Plague and Fa¬ 
mine rag’d throughout Cappadocia,? aphlagonia,Armenia^ 


and feveral other Provinces, that the Inhabitants were 
forc’d to leave their Dwellings, and difperfe them- 
felves into other Parts of the Empire. This was fuc 
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I 


$ 
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a 


ceeded by a terrible Earthquake,and that by a Comet 
which pafs’d from the North towards the South with 
a terrible Noife, and feem’d to inflame the whole Ho- 

rizon. And indeed 1 the Hiftories of thefe Times are 


full of furprizing 



which for feveral Years 


together feem’d to threaten the Empire,and denounce 
the Wrath of Heav’n againft it. Tho* Romanus his For¬ 
ces profper’d abroad, and obtain’d feveral confidera- 


j 


ble Advantages over the Infidels near Babylon in F*yft 
nd againft th & African Saracen#, whofe Fleet W W de- 
liroy’d by Nicephorus Garentema^ his Admiral ; ye. thefe 


£L 


Domeftick 
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miliar Converfation with him, tho’ for no other rea- 
fon, but that (he might have an Opportunity of bring¬ 
ing his Brother, who, through the Eunuch’s Intereft, 
was made one of the Bed-Chamber,into the Difcourfe, 


John was at firft furpriz’d at this unufual Condefcen 
fion in the Emprefs ,• but when he found,from repeat 
ed Obfervations, that his Brother was ftill the dar¬ 
ling Topick of her Converfation, he acquainted him 
with what he had obferv’d, and advised him, if ever 
fhe apply’d her felf familiarly to him i to receive her 


with the Air of a Lover, and never 


recede 


till he 


had won the iaft Favour from her, which, he thought, 


might with little 


or no Difficulty be obtain’d 


Mi 


chaely thus inftru&ed, found an eafie Conqueft, and 
their Amours grew at firft the Difcourfe of the Court, 
and afterwards of the whole City, the Emperor him- 
felf. as it is ufual in thofe Cafes, being the laft that 


3 


entertain’d any Sufp 


of it 


Some fay he tax’d 


Michael with it, who folemnly upon Oath deny d it 
for which Perjury he was faid to be ftruck with a ter 
rible Difeafe, being feiz’d with a Frenzy, and dread 
ful Convulfions at his Eyes, which made him pity’d 


/ 


by the Emperor, who fufpetfed him no longer, but 
thought him a very unfit Perfon to allure an Emprefs 
to his Embraces. Others fay Romania was throughly 
convinc’d of their Intrigues, but knowing from Ex- 




perience how wantonly the Emprefs was inclin’d 
wink’d at her Pra&ices, left he fhould provoke her to 
be more infamoufly a Proftitute. However it were 
this Impunity coft the aged Emperor his Life 

Zoe 









of 


for 

grown impatient of being any longer confin’d 

her Amours, which fhe was forc’d to manage fecret- 
and in fear, refolv’d, by the Death of the Emperor, 
make way for a more open and avow’d Enjoyment 
'em, and for that purpofe gave him a Poifon 


3 


Romanus > which working (lowly feiz’d him infenfibly 


and by 


iwiz/ u luai uuvimuij j auw ^j 

; fond by degrees deftroy’d him. As it began to work his Face 


the Em 


a 


P<ejs, 


fwell’d, and was difcolour’d i his Hair fell off, and 

Tho’ 

Zoe 


^ j v v uo; wai wiuu; v* ^ & xui jl ivn 

he labour’d under a Difficulty of Refpiradon 


j| 

I 


$ 
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If 


Cm, 


3 




reign’d five Years and fix Months,, A. D. 1034. 

Roman us had in his Youth apply’d himfelf to Learn- His cha - 
ing, and had a good tafte of the old Greek Authors,, ratter. 
and Lome Knowledge of the Civil Laws, and for that 
reafon he appear’d a great Encourager of learned Men 
after his Advancement to the Imperial Dignity, of 
which he feem’d more worthy before his Creation, 
than capable after he was elected. Tho’ for his ma¬ 
ny A&s of Juftice and Charity, as well at the Begin¬ 
ning as the latter End of his Reign, he is defervedly 
to be number’d among thofe who govern’d well • he 
might, in all probability, have been happier, as he 
would undoubtedly have liv’d longer, in a private 
State ,• but fhe, who gave him the Empire, procur’d 
nim likewife his Death, not more to the Detriment 
of the State than her own Shame and Difgrace. 

-The Emperor being dead, whilft the Paffionx>f our 
Saviour, or the Office appointed for Good-Friday , was 
celebrated in the Church, Alexius the Patriarch, igno¬ 
rant of what had been cranfadfced at Court, was lent 
for thither in great hafte, as by Command from Ro- 
manusy whom , at his coming, he found dead ,* and 
being introduc’d to Zoe Ihe commanded him to mar- 
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chael was advanc’d to the Throne, and was Partner 
with Zoe not only in the Bed* but in the Imperial 
Power, which Zoe at firft thought to referve entire to 
her felf, and to be abfolute in the Empire. Of this 
John die Eunuch, Michael's ^Brother, who knew the 


ambitious, as well as amorous Temper of Zoe> was fea 
fonahly aware, and therefore refle&ing on Roman as 
his Fate, he fuddenly remov’d all the Women, in 


whom Hie had any Confidence, from her ; he dif- 
mifs’d all the Eunuchs, and fubftituted his own affur’d 
Friends, and molt intimate Acquaintance in their Pla¬ 


ces 




by which means fhe w 


n c 

a h 


? 


nfin’d in a manner as 


to a Prifon, being able 10 do nothing of the lead Mo 


ment without his Knowledge and Approbation. 

When the Eunuch had thus, as it were, difarm’d 
her, and prevented her from doing any Mifchief at 
home, he difpatch’d his Letters into the Provinces, 
by which the Governors were acquainted with the 
Death of Romanus , and the Succeffion. of Michael , 
who, he faid f was by common Confent marry’d to 
Zee the late Emperor’s Widow. None of the Great 
Men feem’d difpleas’d at this Alteration, but Conftan 


tinus Delaffenusy of whom mention has been made a l 


ready 


y 


who being one of the firft Quality in the Em? 


pire 




was highly 



that a Man of Michael's 


obfeure Birth fhould be preferr’d to others of the 


higheft Rank and 



eferts. 


John , knowing the Inte 


reit as well as the Ambition of DelaJJenus , endeavour’d 
by all means to gain him, and at length, after much 


Diffidence on the one fide, and Promifes, Prefents, 
Oaths, and Affeverations on the other, prevail’d with 


him to come to Court, where 
receiv’d at firft, but liiordy after 
a form’d Accufation, into 



w 


w a s 


the 


was very kindly 

, upon 
from 


baniftfd 
Ifland Trota 
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thence he was remov’d to a ftrong Tower, where he 
v/as confin’d ’till after the Banilhmcnt of Michael Cala - 


f bates , when Zoe the Emprefs fent for him to Court. 
At the fame time John remov’d and confin’d fuch o- 

tfaers, in whom he thought he could not fafely con¬ 
fide 
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amongft the reft Ccnftantinus Monomachus 


5 


who 


3 


when in his turn he came to be Emperor, remember’d 
in what manner he had proceeded againft him, Ha¬ 
ving thus -remov’d thofe, whom he thought ill af 
feded to his Family, he committed the Government 


of the Provinces, and the Charge of Civil Affairs to 


V 



none but Eunuchs. Maniaces , whom the late Empe¬ 
ror had made Governor of Edejfa, was remov’d to the 

in one Place, his 


Uppe 


Media left continuing long 


Intereft might in time grow fo ftrong as to render 
him formidable to the Emperor. Nicetas, the Emperor’s 
Brother, was made Governor of Antioch , where dying 


fliortly after, he was fucceeded by his other Brother 


Confi 


ich’d with the 



of three of the 


moft wealthy Men in Afia, who had been banifli’d up¬ 
on a pretence of holding a Treafonable Correfpon^ 
dence with DelaJJenus. For all this while the fupream Ipbn the 
Power refted in John , tho’ the Name of Emperor was 
referv’dto Michael , who, befides the ill Condition of ^ Em p e . 


and 


ror , go 


his Body, began to be diftemper’d in his Mind 
confdous of the great Sin he had committed in the vtm M 

Murther of Romanus, he apply’d himfelf wholly to his 

Devotions, hoping, by Ads of Piety and Liberality 


tho 


as 


to the Poor, to expiate his great Offence , u»u, a? 
the Writers of thofe Times obferve, all he did upon 
that Account could profit him little or nothing, fince 
he ftill lay in the Arms of the Adulterefs, and enjoy’d 
the Price of Murder and Treafon. When John ob 
ferv’d the dangerous Condition of his Brother’s Health 
he concluded, if he dy’d, the Emprefs, upon the Re 




* 


covery of her Authority, would gratifie her Revenge 
with the Ruin of him and all his Family, if forne Ex 

pedient was not found out to prevent it. At his-In 


ftigation therefore the Emperor promoted Michael 

furnam’d Calapbate's, 


Cafe 


3 


and banifh’d all 


his Sifter’s Son, to the Dignity of 


Brothers and Relations of 


DelaJJenus , fo jealous was John grown of that Man. 

All this while Zoe the Emprefs was highly provok’d 
at the Reftraint put upon her, and looking on John as 

m 



A 



1.5 2 

4 

A. D. 

3016 . 


A Defign of 
the Sara¬ 
cens upon 
Ed e fla p re- 
vented* 


f 


*Tbe %pman Hiftory. 


Vol. 


f 
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no d other than her Goaler, endeavour’d to get rid of 
him by Poifon, but the Defign was difcover’d before 
it could be executed, and ferv’d only to admonifli John 


to ft'and more upon his Guard for the future. 


This 


happen’d in the third Year of this Emperor’s Reign, 
which was remarkable for a Truce of thirty Years con¬ 
cluded betwixt him and the Egyptian Saracens , whofe 

Caliph being lately dead, his Widow is faid to have 
embrac’d Chriftianity, together with her Son, and to 

have offer’d Peace to the Romans. The Year follow- 

♦ 

ing was no lefs remarkable for three feveral Earth¬ 
quakes, which did great Mifchief in feveral Parts of 
the Empire,* and for the Attempt of the Saracem uipon 
the City of EdeJ]'a y which narrowly efcap’d falling in¬ 
to their Hands. Twelve of the Principal Men of their 
Nation came to the Governor of that City with five 
hundred Horfe, and as many Camels, all loaden with 
heavy Boxes: They pretended the Boxes contain’d 
Prefents, which they were carrying to the Emperor, 
and defir’d they might be admitted into the Town. 
The Governor entertain’d the tweb r e Perfons with 
great Civility at a Feaft, but, knowing, the deceitful 
Pra&ices of that Nation, refus d to receive the Horfe- 


men and Camels into the City, which was preferv’d 



this Diffidence ,• for there was no lefs than twelve 
thoufand arm’d Men conceal’d in thofe Boxes, who 
were order’d in the dead of Night to get into the 
Caftle, and, having kill’d the Sentinels, they were to 
Secure both that and the Town. The Deiign being 
difcover’d to the Governor by a poor Armenian , he 
left the Feafl: on a fudden, and taking a fufficient 

Force 

without the Town, and kill’d every one of ’em upon 
the Spot: After which he return’d to his Guefts, 

A ** 

who met with much the fame Treatment from him. 


with him, feiz’d on the Saracens as they Jay 


for he fpar’d but one, whom having depriv’d of his 
Hand, Ears, and Nofe, he fent him home in that 
Condition to give his Countrymen an Account of 

sheir Succefs., All this while Zoe enjoy’d final! Fruits 

' j \ / of 





r* 
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of her late unnatural Treafon and Adultery ,* for be- 

and 

> tl i e 

Emperor s Diftemper had by this time prevail'd fo 
much upon him, that he was not only grown infirm* 
and incapable of concurring with her wanton Defires, 
but ( fo alter’d in his Perfon, which was at fir ft ex- 


'T\ 


fidesthat Johnob&iv'd. her with a wary Eye 
reftrain’d the natural Impetuofity of her Spirit 


ceeding beautiful, that he was now deform’d and 
loathfome. This ferv’d only to augment the great 
Authority of John , Zoe s moft implacable Adverfary 


* 


for whilft the Emperor, who befides his old Diftemper 
was now grievoufly affiided with a; Dropfie, abandon’d 
himfelf to Ads of Penitence and Devotion, John go 


d the Empire with an unlimited Power, which 
he made ufe of to the Oppreffion and Impoverifti- 
mentof the People, and the Aggrandizing his own 


f 4 


Family. And as if thefe Calamities were not fufficient 
to humble and corred: a guilty People, terrible Earth¬ 
quakes and deftrudive Tempefts feem’d to {hake the 
Foundations of the Earth, which, tho’ horrible and 
amazing in themfelves, feem’d to bring this Comfort 
with them, that they denounc’d the approaching Fall The Bulg^ 


of the Ty 


Thefe do me flick Calamities were fol- nans re 


lowed by others from abroad, which were like to have 


and 


prov’d fatal to the Emp 


proclaim 


for the Bulgarians revolted Do]iarms 


the very fame Year, and threw off their Allegiance. King 
A Citizen of Conftantinople had in his Service a Bui 
gariany call’d Deleanus 


Dolianusy who running from 
his Matter upon fome Provocations given him, efcap’d 


into Bulg 


where he confidently affirm’d he was 


the Son of Gabriel, and Grandfon to Samud 3 late King 
of that Country $ being a Man of a ready Wit and 
perfonable Appearance, the giddy Bulgarians , grown 
weary of the Yoke to which they had but lately fub- 
micced, receiv’d him with joyful Acclamations, and 
proclaim’d him King, cruelly murdering all the Ro¬ 
mans that had the Misfortune to fall into their Hands. 

^ i was follow’d by a Revolt of the 

Inhabitants of Dyrrachium in Albania , occafion’d by 

an 


I 


\ 





man, believ'd him fincere in his Profeffions, and went 
without any diftruft and join'd with him. When De¬ 
le anus had thus got him, as he thought, into his Pow¬ 
er, he watch'd his Opportunity, and in a form'd 
Speech, which he made to the Soldiers, he told 'em. 


He was of Opinion Bulgaria would not admit of two 


King 


together 


confirm his Election 


and that t her fore thefi ought either to 


y 


who was defended from Samuel 


and remove Teichomere^ or if they thought him 


n 

worthy 
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worthy then to efiahli(h him. This Speech at fir ft crea 
ted a great Conteft in the Army, by whom Teicho- 
mere was entirely belov'd ; but at length Deleams his 
Fatftion prevail'd, not only in the Choice of him who is 
for their King, but the Stoning of the unhappy Tu* ft ond ** 
chomere ; by whofe Death Deleanus being become ab- eat “ 
folute without a Rival, he march’d with his Army to¬ 
wards 7heffalonica y where he heard the Emperor lay 
who, upon the firft Report of Deleanus his Approach 
fled in a precipitate manner to Conftantinofle , leaving 
all his Baggage and Treafure behind him to the care 
of Manuel Ibatz,ay one of his, Domefticks, who ha 


j 


i 


y 


ving Orders to follow with it after him, betray’d his 
Truft, and carry’d it over to Deleanus 3 whofe Party 
was ftrengthen’d by fome new Acceffion almoft every 
Day 5 * fo that in a fhort Time he took not only Dyr- 



rachium , and the Territories adjoining to it, but 
moft the whole Province of Nicopolis , whiift John 
the Eunuch, inftead of preventing the ill Confe- 
quences of fuch a Revolution, and providing Forces 


to oppofi 


c 


and^upprefs the Ufurper, grew more li 
centious in his Exactions, and difgufted moft of thofe 
who had the Power or Will to ferve the Emperor. A- 
mong thefe wds Alujianus, the Son of Aaron , and Bro- 


who 


y 


when 


ther to Johny the laft King of Bulgaria y 
that Country fubmitted to Bafiliusy was kindly re¬ 
ceiv’d by the Emperor, and gratify'd with the Dig¬ 
nity of a Patrician; but now, being accus’d of feme 
unjuft Proceedings, he was forbidden the Court'till 
his Caufe could be brought to an Hearing, and ob¬ 


lig’d to pay a great Sum of Gold to Johny who 
moreover forc’d a beautiful Woman from him, whom 
he had kept fecretly in the Country, and for whom 
he had a very extraordinary Paflion, which incens’d 
him more than 


a 



the reft; wherefore clqathing 
* an Armenian Habit he got undifeover’d 

into Bulgaria , where the generality of the People re¬ 
ceiv'd him with great Demonftrations, of Joy, and 
Deleanus carefs'd him outwardly with much Tender- 

, nefs* 


/ 




4 





who were now with 


Chap. IH 

to the Country; v the Bulg 
out a Head to advife and command ’em, difpers’d 
themfelves, and in a very fhorc time return’d to their 
Obedience, after which the Emperor return d in Tri~ 





umph to Confiantinople ; where perceiving by the Pre 
valence of his Difeafe, that his Death approach’d, he ^ lts , ths 

diverted himfelf of the Imperial Purple, cart off all ^Ttulns 
Cares of State, and, being fhaven for a Monk, en- Monk' 
ter’d into a Monaftery of his own Building, where he 

ious Exercifes and 


9 


gave himfelf wholly up to Relig 


Ads of Penitence 


3 


which he appear d very fincere 


9 


devoutly lamenting his part Sins, efpecially the Mur- and dm ., 
der of Rom anus . He continu’d in this Temper of Mind 
till Death put 


end 


his Devotions 


the tenth 


Day of December y after he had reign'd feven Years 
and eight Months, A. D. 1041. 

As the Murder of Rcmanus ought to be charg’d up¬ 
on John , rather than on Michael , who appears to have 
been naturally a religious and confcientious Man. fo 
muft the Severities, with which his Rei 


tax’d, be afcrib’d 


the fame Inftrument 



juftly 
may 


properly be call’d the Reign of Eunuchs, fince few or 
none were entrufted with the Management of Af¬ 
fairs but they ; and certainly no Prince, who of him¬ 
felf had a tender regard to the Welfare of his Subje&s, 
was ever ferv’d with worfe Minifters. As he was no- 

% a 

torious for his great Sins of Adultery and Treafon, fo 
was he in as high a degree commendable for his ex¬ 


emplary Repentance, and 


fnftance 


us. that 


3 


the greateft Enjoyments upon Earth cannot foften 
the Stings of a guilty Gonfcience. 

Michael being dead the Empire devolv’d upon Zoe, M’cWl 


who, finding the weight of Affairs 


heavy for her Calapha 


to fupport without an Affiftant, was eafriy perfuaded 


tes 


to adorn Michael Calaph 


3 


the late Emperor 


Ne 


phew, with the Imperial Purple. Michael had been 

created Cafar by his Uncle, as has been before ob 
ferv’d | 

ed him at the fame time for her Son. At the time 

when 


A. 

1041. 
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and feme affirm, that the Emprefs Zoe adopt 


\ 
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Conftati- 

tinus Mo» 
noma- 

chus. 


/ 

* 


/ 



dragged ’em, and pull’d their Eyes out in the Forum. 
Conftantine behav’d himfelf with a very even Temper, 
but Michael , with great Relu&ancy and Lamentation, 
defir’d his Unde, who had been the Author of all 
thofe Evils of which they complain’d , might firft be 
punifh’d for ’em, which was granted accordingly. 
After this Michael was banifh'd with all his Relations, 
after a tumultuary Reign of fomething more than 
four Months. 

Zoe 3 being thus retaliated in her Authority, re¬ 
mov’d all fuch as had been in greateft Truft with the 
late Tyrants, and preferr’d thofe who had ferv’d her 
Father and her Uncle, or been difgrac’d by John du¬ 
ring his Adminiftration,amongft whom was John Ma - 
maces, of whom mention has been made before, who 
had been clapp’d up inPrifon during the late Admini- 
ftration, but was now made General of the Weftern 
Forces. Tho’ Matters had herein been manag’d with 
the general Approbation of all, yet the State feem’d 
not perfeCHy fettled in the Opinion of the People, ’till 
they had an Emperor to obey, who being lawfully 
marry’d to Zoe might put an end to all Competition, 
and have a Right to command over ’em. Zoe was as 
willing to marry as the People were to fee her marry’d, 
fo that after a Trial of fome others, who did hot ap¬ 
pear fit for her purpofe, fhe made choice of Conftanti- 
nus Monomachus 5 a Perfon of noble Extraction and' 
beautiful AfpeCt. He had been banifh d during the 
Reign of Michael into the Ifland of Lesbos 3 either at 
the Inftigadon of John the Eunuch, or for that the 
Emperor miftrufted there was too great an Intimacy 
between him and the Emprefs ,* from Lesbos John af¬ 
terwards order’d him to be remov’d to Metylene, and 
from thence the Emprefs now fent for him, and firft 
marry’d, and then had him crown’d Emperor by the 
Hands of the Patriarch. Monomachus , as foon as he 
was advanc’d to the Imperial Dignity, endeavour’d by 
all means to oblige his Subje&s, and ingratiate himfelf 
with the two Empreifes. John the Eunuch he firft 

confin’d 


* 


k 
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oman 


♦ * 
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Vol. 





Monomachus , as foon as he was inform’d of this 

Rebellion, fent him Letters, in which he offer'd him 
and his Followers an Indemnity and Pardon for what 
was pad, together with feveral confiderable Rewards, 
provided they would lay down their Arms, and re¬ 
turn to their Obedience. But when he found that 
Maniaces, who was animated more by the Spirit of 
Revenge than Ambition, would liften to no Terms 
but continu’d fix’d in his Refolution, he fent Steph 


3 


Sebafiophcrus at the Head of a very powerful Army 
againd him, which was defeated, and totally bro¬ 
ken at the fird Engagement,* whereupon Maniaces 
was univerfally acknowledg’d Emperor in the Field, 

and had, in all probability, given Monomachus a great 

deal of Trouble, had he not fallen fuddenly dead 
from his Horfe, having receiv’d a Mortal Wound in 
his Bread from fome unknown Hand* The Death of 
Maniaces put an end to the Rebellion, and all they of 
his Followers, who, had been the mod forward in it, 
were now the fird that threw down their Arms, and 

d to their Obedience. They revil’d Maniaces 


Traitor, and having 


off his Head prefented 


to Stephen the Emperor’s General, who, tho’ he had 
receiv’d a Defeat, yet had the Honour of a Triumph 
granted, him at his Return to Condantinople. 

The. Troubles that this Civil War created were 



compos’d, before the RuJJi 


> 


who had for 

feveral Years together maintain'd % peaceable Cor¬ 
respondence with the Emperor, broke the League, 
and threaten’d the City of Conftantinople it felf. But 



the 

offer’d ’em fair Conditions of Peace, which they 


having fird 



repeated Meffenge 


> 


?fo Ruffl- rogantly rejeeled 

?_ r * 


a ns over 
throw?!. 


em 


y 


and 



d a' drong Fleet out againft 

em in the Straits about Vharos, where 

in the 


he obtain’d a compleat Vidiory over ’em, and 

End forc’d ’em to renew the Truce they had fo inju- 
ridufly broken. 

Monomachus after this turn'd his* Arms into the Eaft, 

that 

the 


where he recover’d feveral Cities to the-Empire 


\ 


y 









* 
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the Connivance or Weaknefs of his PredecefTors had 


fuffer’d to be torn from it ; and 


was 



with much Application and Succefs, when Leo Torni- 
cius , who had been formerly Governor of Iberia s and 
was nearly related to the Emperor, efcap'd out of a 

and affirm'd 

l i \ • * 

the Imperial Purple. Leo was a Man of excellent Parts, keo Tor 
and a very beautiful Afped, which gain'd him, the ™ CIUS 
Love of all thofe tvho convers'd with him, efpe- 




among whom he had for 
inerly refided ; and there having been a Prophecy 



which promis'd he in time fhould 
be Emperor, the Expeditions of moft Men hung up¬ 
on him. This made the Emperor view him with a 

and when fotne People had undertaken 
to accufe him for fome unwarrantable 

* 4. * i w 

in his Government of Iberia , Monomachus embrac'd the 





3 



mand, had him fhav'd, and conftrain'd 


y 



to turn 




\ 


Monk. Notwithftanding which a Party of Macedonia 
ans took him one Night out of the Monastery, and 

an una- 



conduded him to Adriano'ple , where, 

Jiimous Acclamation he had been faluted Emperor, 

to make good his Tide, and march'd at 




Head of a numerous Party towards Con/t antitipple 
it felf. Monomachus had lately, by fome unpopular 
Ad, very much difgufted the People, and Leo knew 
he was not very acceptable to the Soldiers, fo that he 

had great reafon to hope the % Citizens 



would open the Gates at his firft Appearance, and re 


ceive him ,• but, contrary to his Expedation, he was 



. b vigoroufly oppos'd, that he ran a _ 
his Life, and found that, feveral of his Accomplices 

and made their Peace with the Em- 

% * ' _ • > 

peror* wherefore fearing left feme of'em might de¬ 
liver him up into his Hands, he rais'd the Siege, and 

retreated to 







where for fome time he de 

» « > 

the Forces the Emperor 


• >i 


to reduce him, but was at length taken 


y 





▼ 


ts I up* 


\ 


M 


z 


m tref! " d - 




fent bound to Motiomachus , who commanded his Eyes 
to. be pluck'd out, and after that banifh’d him. 

A. D. This Infurre$ion being fo happily fupprefs’d al- 

1048. moft in its Birth, a more fatal Storm began at that 

time to threaten the Empire, which in the end fell 
with an invincible Violence upon it, and crufh’d it 
to pieces. For the Turks , who had lately fetled them** 
felves in Ferjia, where Tangrolipix their Captain was 
declar'd Sultan, began now to turn their Arms againft 
the Empire. After the Saracens had by a wonderful 
Progrefs not only overturn'd the Ferjian Empire, but 

had fubdu’d Media , Babylon , Ajfyria, Egypt y Africky 

and a confiderable Part of Europe it felf 3 this vaft Em¬ 
pire was divided into feveral Parts, which were all 
govern'd by their refpe&ive Sultans or Commanders, 
who by degrees fell out among themfelves, and warr’d 
one with another. About the Year 1030 Mahomet , 
the Son of Imbrael , was Sultan of Fer/ia $ and he find¬ 
ing Fifafiris , the Sultan of Babylon 3 againft whom he 
had declar'd War, too ftrong for him, requir'd the 
Affiftance of theT^r&r, who were then fettled in Ar¬ 
menia Major, into which they had pierc'd thro' the 
Cafpian Straits in the Year 844, where they liv'd a poor 

and contemptible Nation, 'till thefe Wars in Ferfia 
gave 'em an Opportunity of aggrandizing their Na¬ 
tion. For three thoufand of thefe Turks being thus 
call'd in by Mahomet , went to his Affiftance under the 
Condu<ft of Tangrolipix , a Man defcended from one 
of the chief Families among 'em. Mahomet , being 
thus ftrengthen'd by thefe Auxiliary Supplies, obtain'd 
an eafie Conqueft over the Babylonians ; but when the 
Turks , who had now done the Bufinefs for which they 
came, requir’d their Wages, and leave to return 
home,he having a Mind to employ 'em longer againft 
the Indians y with whom he was likewife at War, re¬ 
fus'd to let 'em go, and threaten'd to punifh 'em if 
The Turks they infifted upon it. The Turksy being juftly pro- 

vok d at this Ufage, revolted from him, and with- 
iG7 lA ' drew into the Wildernefs of Carbonitis , where feveral 

dif- 




Mahomet was fo enrag’d at the Defeat of his Forces, 
that he put out the Eyes of thofe that commanded ’em, 
and threaten d the Soldiers that efcap’d to cloath ’em 

like Women, and ignominioufly to expofe ’em. At 

the fame time he rais’d a very numerous Army, with 

which he encounter’d Tangrolipix near Ifpahan , but fell 

off his Horfe as he was ridingabout to animate his 
Soldiers, and broke his Neck ; whereupon both Ar- 9f 
mies, with a joint Confent, declar’d Tangrolipix King j \p\xJfjg. 
of Perjia, and of all the late Sultan’s Dominions. ^4 SuL 
Tangrolipix , being thus promoted, open’d the Paf- tan; 
fage for the reft of his Countrymen, who in prodigi¬ 
ous Multitudes flock’d dver the Araxes , a River that 
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made in Media, the Fertility of the Country, and how 
eafily it might be conquer’d^ it being inhabit 
none but Women, for fuch he thought thofe with 
whom he lately fought. 

Tho 7 Tangrolipx was too much incens'd againft him 

i V /' i % , i r- n. • ? i’» ; i . • 


for the Loft he had fuftain’d in Arabia 


9 


to give any 


open Credit to his Information, yet after he had been 
defeated himfeif in a fecond Engagement with the 
Arabians , he began to refled on what his Nephew had 
told him ; and fent A fan, his Brother’s Son, with an 


Army of about twenty thoufand Men to conquer 
Media> which Afan enter’d, and miferably deftroy’d^ 

ring neither Age nor Sex, but fuffer’d himfelf at 



lafh to be over-reach’d by the Roman Generals, 


who 



lay in Ambufh for him, and cut him and th 
part of the Army in pieces, whilft they were bufie 
in plundering the Camp, which the Romans had quit¬ 
ted on purpofe to enfnare ’em. 

Tangrolifix, rather enrag’d than difcourag’d at this 
Misfortune , rais'd an Army of near one hundred thou 
fand Men, which he committed to the Condud of A 

0 

'hram Alim, his half Brother * they who commanded 
for the Emperor in Media , thought it advifeablenot to 
run the hazard of a Battel againft fuch a Multitude 
but rather to fonifie fuch Places as feem’d the fitteft 
to be maintain’d, and fecure their heft EfFedls within 
the Walls, ’till they had fent to the Emperor for more 
Forces, and were able upon more equal Terms to 
offer the Enemv Battel. In the mean time the Turks 
ravag’d the Country without any Oppofition,and lay 
in 

Numbers of Merchants and Tradefmen 
that Account efteem’d the wealthieft of any in thofe 


* 



Siege to Artze, an open Town, inhabited by great 

and upon 


Parts 


3 


th 


e 




met with fo great an Oppofition from the 
nhabkants, who for fome time made good their want 
6f Walls by their great Numbers and extraordinary 
Courage, chat the Turks f who did not expetft to meet 


\ r v/ithfo great a Refiftance from a Village, the Wealth 


ef which they vehemently thirfted after, refolv’d to 

i-: : ■ : : : deffrov 
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deftroy what they could not get* and fo fet it on Fire* 
and forc’d out the Inhabitants* of whom one hundred 
and fifty thoufand are faid to have perifh’d* partly by 
the Sword* and partly by the Fire* into which many 
are reported voluntarily to have caft themfelves. The 
Turks found among the Ruins much Silver* and other 


N 



things of great Value that were not Copibuftible. 
After this they rov’d up and down the Country with¬ 
out obferving any Order* in which Condition two 

of the Roman Generals, whom the Emperor had late- 

ftrengthen’d with frefh Supplies*-thought it ad- 
vifeable to fall upon ’em* but were therein oppos’d by 
Liparites, Prince or Governor of part of Iberia * who 
commanded likewiie for Monomachus *• the Reafon he 
would have declin’d fighting was* becaufe it was on 

Saturday, which he reckon’d amongft the unluck) 

~ ‘ - ‘ and 

his 


A » D 
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But Abram, the General of the Turks * 


Days. 

half Brother to Tangrolipix 
Scouts in what Condition the Enemy lay* and un¬ 


being inform’d by 


i 


demanding the Difference there was between their 

Generals* march’d up in a regular Order* and offer’d, 

’em Battel* of which they were in a manner oblig’d 

to accept, and fo prepar’d to receive ’em. The Fight The Ka+ 

was obftinate on both Tides, but at length the Fortune ™ a ns de¬ 
feat the 

Turks, 



of the Day fell to the Romans $ who however havin 
loft Liparites * who engaging too far in the Heat of the 


$ 


Action 

by the Turk 


and enrag’d for the Lofs of a Kinfman flam 


s 




was taken Prifoner 


* thought not fit to 
and Abram on the ^ r a2irss 

Prthmr 


purfueThe Victory* but retir’d * CIA.&V4 JLXV f W4J V44W 

other fide* being very proud of his Prifoner* Tent 
him away to the Sultan* who feem’d outwardly pleas’d 
at his Brother’s good Fortune* but was inwardly jea¬ 
lous of his Succefs* for which reafon he fticrdy after 
forc’d him to rebel againft him ; and having over¬ 
thrown him in a 
him .to Death. 


Battel* took him Prifoner 


and pu 




* 

In the mean time the Emperor* who was highly 


concern’d at the Captivity of Liparites, fern an £i'm 
baffador with rich- Prefents to Tangrolip ix, on purpofe 


M 



to 



‘ \ 



Confi antinus Arianites , with Orders to join Michael and 
Kegenes , and oppofe the Bulgarians $ yet, in all pro¬ 
bability,' their Numbers had prevail'd, had not the 
Scythians drunk too immoderately of Wine* and other 

Liquors of which they had never tafted before, which 
threw 'em into Diftempers that fwept oiF great Mul¬ 
titudes every Day. Of which when Kegenes , who 
very well knew the Temper of his Countrymen, was 
inform’d, he advis'd the Romans to fall fuddenly upon 
’em ,* which was done with fo much Refolution, that 
the Barbarians weaken'd by Sicknefs, and terrify'd at 
fo/hidden an Onfet, threw down their Arms, and 
cry'd for Quarter ^ which was allow'd to all but fuch 
as fell into Kegenes his Hands, who, like a true Rene¬ 
gade, kill'd all thofe who were not able to buy their 
Lives with a vaft Sum of Money. The reft were By 

Bajilius , the Governor cf Bulgaria , difarm'd and di- 
fpers'd through the Plains of Sardica , Naifm , and Eut- 
, ; only Tyrach , and one hundred and forty of 

the mo ft noble among 'em were fent to Constantinople, 
where they were kindly receiv'd by Mommachm 
who, having firft perfuaded'em to embrace the Ghri- 
ftian Religion, conferr'd fuch Honours and Wealth 
upon 'em, as rais'd 'em to an higher degree of Hap- 
pinefs than they had ever tafted before. 

Thus for the prefent was an End put to this War, 
which notwithftanding broke out fhortly after with 
more Fury than ever ; for when Tangrolipix , offended 

at the Reception of his Ambaffador, had gather'd all 
tiis Forces together out of Berfia , Arabia , and other 
Provinces, in order to renew the War^ Monomachus , 
befides his other Preparations, arm'd fifteen thoufand 
of thefe Scythians, and. fent four of thofe, who reft- 
ded at Confiantinople , to command 'em and condiuft 
'em into Iberia. Thefe, being thus arm'd, march’d 
chearfully as far as Melitene^ the Metropolis of Arme¬ 
nia Minor ^ but as they proceeded on farther they 
began to refle<ft on the Service that was impos’d up¬ 
on 'em, and by the Advice of Catahmes] , one of their 

Officers^ 
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Qfficers, they refolv’d to return back to their Goan- 
try-men | where, when they were arriv'd, tiiey arm'd 
their Companions, and removing to the Plains lying 

the Ifier, from thence they made Iqcurfions in T 




to Thrace and Macedonia , and grievoufly molefted the 

Subjects of the Empire. Hereupon the Emperor fent 

for Kegenes to confult with hiwhat Methods were 


the mo ft proper tofupprefs 'emit Kegenes came at the 
Head of a ftrong Party, and encamp’d in a Plain 
near the Imperial City, where three of his Country¬ 
men endeavour'd to Aflaffinate him one Night as he 
lay in his Tent, but his Guards coming timely to 
his Affiftance, they had only time to give him a flight 
Wound ,• for as they were preparing to fecond their The 


Blow they were feiz'd, and, without fbffering them- than 


felves to be examin’d upon the Spot, appeard to the 
Emperor. Hereupon Kegenes was conduced in % 
Chariot into the City, and the three Affaflines were 
led bound after him. When he was brought before 

the Emperor, Monomachm zsk'& jBah&ar, the Son of 

_enesy why they had not put the Villains immedi¬ 
ately to Deatb^ and he replying. That it was becaufe 
they had appeal'd to him ; the jealous Emperor fufpedfc- 

ed fome Treachery, and fent immediately for the 
Men, who being ask'd for what reafon they attempt¬ 
ed to murder their Leader, they affirm'd with much 

Affurance, That they undertook it for his Sake , and the 


renew 



S afety 



the . City , 'which Kegenes had a pefgn to 


have enter d early the next Mornings and having plun 
derd if, to have return d with the rich Booty into his own 


Country. 

The Emperor, without any farther Xnquifition, 
gave Credit to this improbable and ill-grounded Ac- 
cufation ,• wherefore, having firft order'd thofe Vil¬ 
lains to be fet at Liberty, he commanded Kegenes to 
he remov'd to Court, under a Pretence of havipg his 
Wound cur'd with greater Care, and himfelf more 
diligently attended ; there he kept him immur'd clofe 

up, and feparated his Sons one from the other. At 

the 


* 




of the Thing, and broke up by Night from their 
Camp, and by long Marches got the third Day over 
the Mountain Htemus, and join’d with their Coun¬ 
trymen, who being thus united, and having plenty 
of Arms among them, came aim oft as far as the City 
of Adrtanople , and wafted all the Country round a- 
bout, Conftantinus Areianites , the General of the We- 
Item Forces, was then in that City - and having en¬ 
gag’d ’em near a Fort call’d DampoUs was defeated,anjl 
forc’d to retire with a confiderable Lofs. Whereup¬ 
on the Emperor was advis’d to fend Tyrach , and the 

other Scythians refiding at Constantinople, to pacifieand 

compofe their Nation. Thefe Perfons having been 
oblig’d by rich Prefents from MonorHachas , engag’d 
themfelves by Oath to the Performance of itbut 
being difmifs’d, and having join’d the reft of their 
Country men, they were fo far from accomplishing 
what they had fo folemnly undertaken, that they 
confpir’d with ’em, and difcover’d all the Defigns 
that were forming againft ’em. Monomachm , as foon 
as he was inform’d of this Defe&ion, fenc for all the 
Eaftern Forces to join the reft, and march againft the 

Barbarians'. ; who, notwithftanding the whole Strength 

of the Empire feem’d engag’d againft ’em, had the 
Advantage in feveral Engagements, and _pb£ain’d 
fome confiderable Victories, which was chiefly to be 
attributed to the Rafhnefs, Ignorance, and Xndifcre- 
tion of the Generals that were fent againft ’em. This 
Succefs made ’em more Daring, Cruel, and Outragi- 
ous than ever : Having conceiv’d a through Con¬ 
tempt of the Romans} they laid all wafte before ’em in 

Thrace 
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Conftantinus Viil 


s 


hap. Ill 

Thrace and Macedonia, fparing neither Age nor Sex 
but murdering even Infants as they hung at the Breaft 
[n this Confidence of their own Strength, fome of 
em prefum’d to approach Conft ant in opl 
were feverely chaftis’d for their Prefumpt 


it felf, but 

for the 


Emperor fent out againft ’em a ftrong Party chofen 
out of his own Guard, under the Command of John 
the Patrician, one of the Eunuchs belonging to the 
Emprefs, who fell on ’em by Night, as they were 
drunk and fleepv • and having made a great Slaugh¬ 
ter of’em, cut off their Heads, and fent ’em in Cart¬ 


loads up to Monomachm. 

By this time the Emperor began to reflect on his 
partial and imprudent Behaviour to Kegenes, whom 
therefore he releas’d out of Prifon ,• and upon his 
engaging to divert ’em from their outrageous Cour- 

fes, hedifmifs’d him to ’em. Ashe drew near he 
fent to inform ’em of his Approach, and upon what 
Errand he was come ; they anfwer’d, and confirm’d 
their Anfwer by Oath, that they were ready to fub 
mit to him, and be govern’d and dire died by his 
Will ; but as f6on as they got him into their Power 
they cut him to pieces, and thereby affur’d the Em¬ 
peror they would liften to no Terms of Accommoda 
tion. Thus the War was continu’d on both fides for 
feverai Years together, during which the Imperialifts 
had molt commonly the Difadvantage j but the Scy¬ 
thians being at length inform’d, that the Emperor 


was making fuch mighty Preparations, as if he feem’d 


refolv’d to root ’em 


J 



poffible 




out of the Earth 


y 


they were terrify’d at the approaching Storm, and fent 
to defire Peace from Monomachus , v. 


ho 


after feverai 


Difficulties, condefcended to a Truce for thirty Years 



if 


Tho’ this War, which had been long 


bloody, and Monom 
expensive, was in the End brought to an happy Con- 

ciufion, yet was Monomachm furrounded with other ' r0 * u * e 


nefs 

the 


Difficulties, from which he found it impoffible to 
tricate himfelf. For whereas the Charge of his Wars fit 

Should have made him frugal and deliberate.,’ he liv’d 






The Stic - 


quence, as might brand him with Infamy to all Po- 
Iferity, and render him a dreadful Warning to all 
profufe and inconfiderate Princes. 

However the Emperor, having thus concluded a 
Peace with the Scythians , was at leifure to obfertfe the 
Progrefs of the Turkijh Arms in Iberia:. The Sultan, 


*f S i/fu* a ® ollte ^ at deception of his Ambaffador, as has 

been before obferv’d, enter’d with all his Forces into 
Jberia. thac Country ,* the Inhabitants of which had fecur’d 

themfelves and: their molf valuable Effe&s in their 




ation of this Place made him hope to be Mafter of 


it 


ftiort time * but finding, after he had ply’d it 
warmly for thirty Days together, that Bafilius the 
Governor, and the reft of the Chriftians that were in 
were refolvM to defend it to the utmoft $ he began 
dcfpair of Succefs, and was about to have rais’d the 


it 




Siege 




y 


of his General Officers, pre 



when Alcan 

with him to defer it for one Day longer, and 
truft the Difpofition of the Attacks to his Manage¬ 
ment. This being granted him, he divided the Army 
next Day into two Parts, one of which he order’d to 
gall the Befieg’d with their Arrows from a rifing 
Ground that fronted the Eaftern Gate, where the 

« T• _ ^ 

Wail feem’d lower, whilft he led the other on to the 
Aflault, which was directed with great Bravery on 
the one fide, and oppos’d with an equal Refolution 
on the other. For the Befieg’d pour’d Clouds of 
Arrows, Darts, and Stones upon the Affailants, of 
whom great Numbers were {lain, and amongft the 


reft Alcan himfelf, who, being known by the rich- 
nefs of his Armour, was drawn by the Hair of his 
Head into the City, and his Head being inftantly 


ft 


cut off, was thrown over the Wall among the Turks 
Whereupon the Sultan, who, being attended by his 
chief Officers, had beheld all from an adjacent Emf- 
nence, broke up 


Affairs had 


the Siege, pretending fome urgent 


call’d 


him home, but threaten’d 


to 


return with greater Forces the Spring following; 
which he did fome time after in Purfuit of his Cou- 
fin Cutlu-Mofcs , of whom mention has been made al¬ 
ready, who fled into Arabia , leaving Tangrolipix to 


wafte and-ravage Iberia, ’till the Approach of Mi¬ 
chael Acoluthus, who was fent out of the Weft to 


•> 

7 


reprefs him, and who, by the Meafures he took, 
threaten’d to force him to a Battel, and oblig’d him 
to retire with the main Body of his Army to Tauris 

however he left three thoufand, Turks behind him 

* * 

with Orders to infeft the Frontiers of the Empire, 
which they did afterwards with much Eafe, for that 

Mono 
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Chap. III. XCI. Michael Stratioticusi 

immediately upon it, that Theodorus the Prefident, and 
Coufin German to Monomachus , knew nothing of it, 

"till Mach del was declar’d and acknowledg’d Emperor. 

At which being furpriz’d and incens’d, he fummon’d 
all his Servants, Friends and Dependants to his A ffi fi¬ 
ance, and mov’d in the Evening, with a great Train, 
through the publick Streets to the Palace, where he 
protefted againft what had been done in Favour of 
Michael, and laid Claim to the Empire as of Right be¬ 
longing to him, who was fo nearly related to the late 
Emperor Monomachus. In the meantime the Prifon upon which 

Doors were broken open by his Order, and the Male- € ”f U€S * 
factors call’d out to his Affiftance, fo that a general 
Confufion and Tumult began to threaten the whole 
City; but the Eunuchs in the Palace having receiv’d 
the Alarm, prepar’d with great Vigour to fupprefs him 
both by Land and Water ,* which when he underftood, 
he turn’d about, and went to the Great Church, 
where he hop’d to be receiv’d and own’d by the Pa¬ 
triarch and Clergy, who, contrary to his Expedi¬ 
tions, {hut the Doors againft him, and refus’d to ad¬ 
mit him. His laft Refuge was the People, who, being 
generally fond of Innovations, did however in this 
Conjuncture continue firm in their Allegiance, and 
declar’d all for Michael . In this Condition, abandpn’d 
by his Friends, who in great Numbers began to forfake 
him, and purfu’d by his Enemies whom he had juftly 
provok’d againft him, he fled in a difconfolate/Con¬ 
dition with his Son, and took Sanduary in the 
Church, from whence he was fhordy after taken out, 
and banifh’d to P erg am vs, where he had time to re¬ 
fled on his inconfiderate Undertaking, and laugh at 

the Vanities of the World. 

> 






Michael’/ 

Behaviour, 


jSCottfpira- 

£y again ft 
him. 


HaaciuS 

Comne- 

aus 


* 
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thought convenient, which John with greatObftinacy 

refus'd, alledging he would fully obey the Orders he 


"V 


O -* 

had receiv’d from the Empe 


whereat Bryen 


was fo highly enrag’d that he fell upon him, and ha 
ving firft order’d him to be foundly beaten 
mitted him to Cuftody, and then made a Diftribution 

of the Treafure 




com 


according to his own Fancy 


This 

Proceeding had like to have broken all the.Meafures 


of the Confpirators 


y 


for 


happen d at that time that 


ft 





Lycanthes , a Patrician, who was General of the Ly- 
caonians and Vyfidians , lay with all his Forces near the 
Army commanded by Bryennius ; and being utterly 
ignorant of the Refoiutions lately taken by the other 
Commanders in the Eaft, concluded that no one 
could be guilty of fo Infolent and Arbitrary a Pro 
ceeding, but who aim’d at the Sovereignty, and there¬ 
fore fell with all his Forces upon Bryennius his Gamp, 
and having taken him Prifoner deliver’d him to Opfaras , 
whom he fet at Liberty, and who, palliating his Re¬ 
venge with a fpecious Pretence of Loyalty, pluck’d 
out his Eyes, and lent him with an Account of what ~ 
had happen’d to the Emperor. 

When the Chief Officers of the Eaft, who were of jy 

I0 f7 


the Confpiracy, had been inform’d of Bryennius his 
Misfortune, they began to apprehend, left he, upon 
Examination, fhould reveal their Defigns, and there¬ 
fore chofe rather to be in Acftion, tho’ they were not 
as yet throughly ripe for it, than be opprefs’d by the 
Emperor before they had leifureto declare themfelves, 
and decide the Quarrel by the Dint of the Sword. 
Accordingly they forc’d Gommnm from his Houfe in Ifaacius 
Paphlagonia 3 and having fummon’d the Army together Comne< 


fpacious Plain, he was there by univerfal Con 


nus de 


Pent faluted Emperor, on the eighth of J 




A. D. 

105-7. 

% 

. Co7nnenus y being thus declar’d Emperor, order’d firft 
his Receivers to coiled: the Revenue and Contribu 


clard Em 
pcrorhy th 

Army $ 


the Eaft 


and then marching his Army over 


-- ***** un xiiuij uvwi 

the River Sangarms in Phrygia Major, be proceeded 


N 


3 


with 





J 
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with flow Journeys towards Nice, which he was the 
more willing to get,into his Hands, becaufe he judg’d 
it proper for a Receptacle upon all Occafions. The 
Soldiers that were quarter’d in it diflodg’d as foon as 
they heard of his Approach, and retir’d to their own 
homes, to take Care of their refpedHve Families during 
thefe publick Diftra<ftions. Some of the Officers fled 
with the News of this Revolt to Stratiotkus , who, tho’ 
he faw that almoft all the Forces of the Empire were 
combin’d againft him,yet he refus’d to offer any Con¬ 
ditions of Peace, and prepar’d for a vigorous Re- 
fiftance. He fent immediately for all the Forces that 
lay quarter’d in the Weft, committing ’em to the 
Conduct of fuch Macedonians as were Perfons of the 


greaceftQuality and Experience inWarlike Affairs ,• and 
confidering into what Dangers his late Behaviour had 
betray’d him, he now carefs’d both the Officers and 
Soldiers, encouraging them with many Prefents, and 
large Promifes of future Rewards. Having mufter’d 
his Army, he made Choice of Theodoras, Eunuch to 
the late Emprefs, and Aaron Dacas , a Man of great 
Experience, and Brother to Comnenas his Wife, for 
his Generals. 


again Thefe Generals march’d at the Head of their Forces 
whom Mi- to j sticomedia, and from thence fent to break down the 

\i^drmy * Bridge of Sangarius, that Comnenas might not be able 

to retire back that way, but being forc’d to go about 
they might be fure to come up to him, fo eager were 


they for an Engagement. 


Comnenas 


on the other 


Hand, having ftrongly fortify’d Nice , and left all his 
Baggage and Carriages in that City, he encamp’d at 


feme diftance from the Enemy, and offer’d ’em Battel. 
Ambufias had the Command of the Left Wing, and 

'Romanas Scleras of the Right, whilft he himielf led 


the main Battel. 


At firft Aaron 


who led the Right 


Wing of the Emperor’s Forces, feem’d to have tf e 

better, for he broke the oppoflte Wing, took Romanos 

Prifoner, and drove’em back as far as their Camp* 



* 
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/ 


iS? 


9 had he not been too diffident of his Succefs * 
for the"main Battel began to give Ground, and Com 


Vi&ory 


mnus 


had 


Thoughts of flying away 


3 


ahd throw 


ine: himfelf into Nice, when he was inform’d that Am 


bufi 


9 


who had born down all before him* was pierc’d 


the Enemy 


Camp 


9 


which he had taken and 


plunder d, **- •**--—~ >• — — 

animated, that they charg’d with frefh Vigour, and 

gave the Emperor’s Forces an entire Defeat ; many -which 

were kill’d in the Purfuit, and feveral Officers of 

principal Note were taken Prifoners. When Michael rmtid 
was firft inform’d of the Overthrow of his Forces 
he was fb furpriz’d, that had not fome about him 

diffuaded him from it, he had fent and offer’d the Im- 

At laft feveral of the 


at which both he and his Soldiers were fo 


y 




and 


m 


perial Crown to Comnenus . 
ehiefeft Senators were fent to treat with him 
Conclufion it was agreed, that Comnenus fliould be 
adopted Cafar , and all his Followers fhould receive a 
full Pardon and Indemnity ; which was immediately 


ratify’d by the joyful Emperor, who promis’d to con 
firm all Comnenus his Officers in their Employments, 
and in a fhort time to refign the Adminiftration of 
Affairs folely to his Conduct. 

No Perfon in the Camp oppos’d this Agreement but 
Am bufi us 3 who contended, with great Earneftnefs. 


That Stratioticus jhould be depos’d $ that they having de 
priv’d him} by a Solemn Oath 3 they could not without Per- 

they laid down 




jury re-admit him to the ’Throne ; that 
their Arms , Comnenus would in the end be 

poifondj and they puniflfd 7vith the Lofs of their E) 

this he was underhand encourag’d by the’ Senators 
themfelves., who were fent to confirm the Agreement 
in Behalf of the Emperor. Thefe Men represented to 

Comnenus the great Advantages he had ofi&Stratioticus i 
how much the one was detefted at Confiantmopl 


how 

> 

™neftly the other was defir’d there ,• how ready the 
People were to declare for him at his firft Appearance 
and how unable Michael was to oppofe him. 
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Com fie¬ 
ri us hh 

Behaviour 
in the Em* 

fire* 


file. 


frer he had reign'd one Year,* and Commnus 


ib 


the lame Evening. 


was 




the next Morning 




oein 



Church by 


the firft of September, 


d in the 


t 



Emoe 


of th 




nds 

Romans 


the Patriarch 




and 



great 

eciar 




i a v i n 



r ery liberally 
nim, particularly 



thefe means obtain'd 

% 

fuch as had been 

Michael Cerularius the 




hie 


h, whom he exceedin 


3 
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d his Neph 



rev 


rotf *en c'd 
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and whereas 


he 
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had 
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XCII 


ifaaeius Comnenus 


\ 


d himfelf to the Empire by the Force of 


he immediately 


d Money to be 


d 



Image holding a Sword. He abrogated all the Adis 
of Stratioticus without DiftindUon, and refcinded chofe 

of many of his Predeceifors ; proceeding with an e 
qua! Severity to all 
pie 


v 


well Senators as common Peo- 

from 


At length he fell upon the Monafteries, 
whom he took what the Liberality of former Princes 
had enrich’d ’em withal., and allow’d ’em no more 
than a bare Subfiftance. Thefe his Proceedings made 

him fear’d more than lov’d by his Subjects, among 
whom no one was found of Courage enough to blame 


prehend him except 


Patriarch ; who prefu 


ming upon his great Authority with him, and the 
Services he had lately done him, was as infolent in 
his Reproofs, as boundlefs in his Demands, threatning, 
that unlefs he comply’d, to pull him down from the 
Throne, to which he had fo lately exalted him ; at 
which the haughty Emperor was fo incens’d, that 
he immediately banifti’d him ; and having firft extort 
ed from him the Charter of Privileges and Immuni- 

granted by Monomachus to his Monaftery of 


ties 


3 


Mang 


* 


he preferr’d Conftantinus Lichudes to be Pa 


triarch in his room. 

The warlikeTemper and refolute Behaviour of this 


Prince fo far influenc'd the Councils of his Neigh¬ 
bours, that they attempted, nothing memorable a- 
gainft him : For tho’ the Hungarians' and Scythians 
Ihow’d fome Inclinations to a Rupture, yet upon his 
firft Preparations they fu’d for Peace,* fo that hardly 
anything memorable happen’d during the fliort Reign 

of Comnenusy who in the End quitted the Empire, 

with a Refignacion equal to the Refolution with which 


firft he affum’d 


One Day, whilft he was Hunt 


mg 




he was blafted by a Wind or Lightning, which 

fuch a Diltemper, thatdefpairing of a 


him 


Recovery, and confcious to-himfelf of the 


wful 


Means by which he had obtain’d the Imperial Digni 

1 t r* * *1 * J % * / 



> 


he made a voluntary Ref 


3 


and retir’d 


A 




# 
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mis Refig* % Mqnaftery, where he difcharg’d the meaneft Offi- 
& a;/**, ces of the Houfe, and fpent the Remainder of his 

Days in continu'd A&s of Devotion and Contrition, 
having reign’d in all two Years and three Months. 
and cha* The Chara&er left us of this Prince reprefents him as 

a Man of mix’d Qualities, in fome Things very com¬ 
mendable, in others as much to be reprehended. He 
was by Nature Valiant, in his Difpofition Arrogant, 
dextrous in the Difpatch of Bufinefs, and inflexible in 
any thing he had once refolv’d upon ; he was exceed¬ 
ing skilful in Military Affairs, and tho’ illiterate him- 
felf, yet he was a great Encourager of Learning and 
learned Men. When he was tax d with his ambitious 
affeding the Empire, he reply’d. That the Domination 

of a Fellow-Servant^ who deny d him his juft Reward , was 

intolerable . He is faid to have been fo exceeding 
Chafte, that falling ill once when he was from home, 
and his Phyficians prefcribing the Company of a Wo¬ 
man as a means to relieve him, he utterly refus’d to 
meddle with any other than his own Wife. 

Before Qomnenus refign’d the Empire he was advis’d 
toprovide it witha Succeffor, in the Choice of whom 
he rather confulted the pubiick Safety of the State, 
than the private Intereft of his own Family ; for tho’ 
he had feveral Children and near Relations of his 

own, yet he made Choice of Conftantinus Ducas , who 
was efteem’d a Man very worthy lo high a Dignity, 

Conftan- F>ucas, being thus ele&ed by Comnenas, and approv’d 

tinus Du- of by the People, was crown’d with great Solemnity 
Gas< at Conftantinople; having formerly difcharg’d the great- 

eft Offices in the State with the general Approbation, 
he was efteem’d the fitteft Man in the Empire for 
th3t high Dignity, tho’ he afterwards appear’d, in 
the Courfe of his Adminiftration, fubjedf to fome Vi- 
[A. D. ces altogether unworthy of a ^Prince. He began his 
1061. Reign with the Promotion of feveral Perfons, who 

had appear’d the befi affe&ed to him in his private 
State, and the Reftitutson orN^thers, whom the Se¬ 
verity of his Predeceffor had depriv’d and excluded $ 

not- 


i 



Chap. III. XCIH. Conftantinus Ducas^ 

s 

notwithftanding which he narrowly efcap’d being op- 
prefs’d by a Confpiracy form’d againfthim by fome of 
his tnoft intimate Friends, which, being fortunately 
difcover’d and fupprefs’d,he proceeded with no greater 
Severity againft thofe who had ungratefully foment¬ 
ed it, than to a Confifcation of their Eftatesr After 
this he apply’d himfelf with great Diligence to the 
Affairs of State, and a&ed upon all Occafions with fo 
much Juftice and Moderation, that he had deferv’d to 
have been reckon’d among the good Princes, had not 
all his good Qualities been poifon’d by an infatiate Ducas his 
Covetoufnefs, which betray’d him to the fevere Re* covemi- 

fle&ions of his Subjects at home, and expos’d the Ter- 
ritories of the Empire to the Infults of the barbarous F i0 1 he Em* 
Nations abroad ; for Ducas influenc’d by fome Max- 
ims that had lately feduc’d feveral of his Predecef- 
fors, out of a fordid and unfeafonable Principle of 
good Husbandry, fuffer’d the Frontiers to lye naked, 
and by that means gave the Turks an Opportunity of 
extending their Conqueft, which they did on every 
fide. To this chiefly may be attributed the Ruin of 
the EafternEmpire,* for the Soldiers being thus neg¬ 
lected and unrewarded, grew remifs and una&ive, 
and the Poifon which might have been flopp’d in 
time, diffus’d it felf by degrees, infecSed firft the ex- 
tream Parts, ’dll at length it became invincible, and 
by an irrefiftible Progrefs in the End feiz’d bn the 
Head. His ufual Maxim was by no means to begin a 
War, but if the Empire was threaten’d with one from 
abroad, he maintain’d it to be at leaft cheaper, tho* 
not fo honourable, to court th q Barbarians with Pre- 
fents, and to buy a Peace rather than to be at the 
Expence of Levies and Mufters. 

This Difpofuion in the Emperor, as it occafion’d J . D. 
the Lofs of fome Provinces in the Eaft, fo it encou- 1067. 
rag’d the Uz,ians y a Scythian People, to make a terri¬ 
ble Irruption into the Empire ,* for having taken Nice- 
pborus Botoniates 3 who was afterwards Emperor, and 
BajUius Apoca^es Prifoner,* they pafs’d th q JJhr to the 

Number 






When he found that, notwithftanding all this_, they 
continu'd their Hoftilities with more Barbarity than 
before; and being revil'd by hisSubjeds, as one that 
facrific’d the Empire to his own fordid Temper and 
miferable Covetoufnefs: In this Calamity he betook 
himfelf to Prayer, and order'd a general Faft to be 
©bferv’d throughout his Dominions, after which he 
march’d out againft 'em with no more than a hand¬ 
ful of Men, as feme have written, the’others fay his 
Army confifted of no lefs than an hundred and.fifty 
thoufand Men, which however was far inferior to the 
Number of the Scythians ; who, being firft.exceeding¬ 
ly weaken'd by the Plague that had rag'd in a terrible 
manner among 'em, were fuddenly fee upon by the 
Hungarians , whofe Territories they had wafted in 
their P ullage into the Empire, and who cut 'em en« 
tirely off, and did the Emperor's Bufinefs for him 
without the Affiftance of his own Army. 

This was the mod remarkable Addon that happen'd 
during the Reign of this unadive Prince, towards the 
End of which many of the Churches and moft,magni¬ 
ficent Palaces at Conflantinople were overthrown by an 
Earthquake, which v^as attended by a Comet follow¬ 
ing the Sun with its Tail direded to the Eaft: Tt was 
Teen by the Inhabitants of Co»fiantimple for forty Days 
x together, and ferv’d to remind the Emperor of his 

approaching End j for having contraded a Difeafe, 

which 
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Jlfpfo, 
with 


which was deliver’d up to him; together 

where he fhortly after built a ftron 




Caftle. Here whilft he lay,, being inform’d that part 
of his Army y which .he had detach’d to join the 
forces he at firft had left behind him, were in dan 
ger of being overthrown by the Turks 3 he.decamp’d 
with all Expedition, and march’d to f their Relief* 
but the Turks far exceeding him in Numbers, fur- 
rounded him on a fudden as he lay encamp’d near 
’erii, and threaten’d him with an, unavoidable De* 
ftrudion. At the fame time the Governor of Aleppo 
tredcheroufly revolted from him, and went over to> 


the Enemy 


i 


who 


3 


in great Confidence of 



Victory, were already dividing the Spoils 
Emperor, without founding a Trumpet, iffu’d 
denjy but of his Camp, and fell with great Violence 



upon ’em, as they lay in Security, little prepar’d 
for fo unexpe&ed an Attack, fo that they were ea- 

routed, and he might have had an entire Vi- 



over ’em, had he thought it advifable to pur 

far from his Camp. Several Towns were, 
after this deliver’d up to him as the Confequence 
of his Victory, and having difpers’d his Army into 
Winter-Quarters in Cilicia, and the Parts adjacent 


he return’d himfelf to Conjlantincple; where he had 
hardly time to repofe himfelf, before he was in r 
form’d, that the reftlefs Turks were again Invading 
the Frontiers of the Empire after their ufual man 


5 


ner 


fare a 


and had done much Mifchief about Neo'C# 



he 


; fo that in the beginning of the Sprin 
was forc’d to renew his Expedition againft 
and having reprefsM their Fury in thole Parts, 
retir’d into tiappadocia. where he was inform’d that 

_rr- r s' ' • r v ^ , .t * ■* *" - * 


he 


the Turks, paving defeated Philaretus, whom Dioge 
ne-s had left for the Security of the Frontiers upor t 
the Euphrates^ had afterwards fack’d Icomum y a rich 
and populous City in .Cilicia j whereupon he pre¬ 
par’d to march againft ’em in Perfon, but hearing 
at upon the Report of his coming" they were re 
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tir’d; 
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This Prince, being a Man of great Experience and rhe Turk* 

refleding on the doubtful Event of War, 


y 


Peace 


Sagacity 

and the numerous Forces the Emperor had rais’d a- 
gainft him, fern his Ambafladors to Diogenes with Pro- Tvhi ch are 
pofals for a firm and honourable Peace,* but the Em- rejected. 


peror inclining inadvifedly to the Advice of fome a 


bout him, Who 



aded him that this Condefcenfl 


on in the Sultan proceeded 



Fear, and an Ap 


prehenfion of his Power, return’d a haughty Anfwer 
by the Ambafladors, and prepar’d for an 



ment. A great Body of his Troops, under the Com 
mandof Rufelius y ohQ of hismoft experienc'd Officers 
was 



3 




and a Company of Scythians , whoferv’d 
in the Roman Camp, revolted to the Turks y and there 
was great reafon to think that their Countrymen 
Who were left behind, would foon follow their Ex 

ample 


9 



Which the Emperor, either 
the Strength he had remaining was 
fuffident for the Service, or being hurry’d by his De 




ftiny, drew out his Forces into Order of Battel, and 
and fell upon the Enemy,* who ftill flattering them 



with 



hopes of an Accommodation, were 
Very much furpriz’d to be thus unexpectedly charg’d, 
and behav’d themfelves like Men. who were equally 


unwilling to fight arid to fly. However theDifpute 
was continu’d with various Succefs on both fides the 
greateft part of the Day ,* for tho’ the 



fome 


times gave Ground, yet they kept themfelves in Or¬ 
der, and charg’d briskly upon the Romans , ’till Dioge- 

who was by this time advanc’d at fome diftance 
his Camp, which he left weakly guarded^ began 
to apprehend left the Enemy, who were fuperior to 
him in Numbers, ihould aflault and take it, and there- 



a 




m 


fore perceiving the Night to approach he founded 
Retreat, and retir’d in good Order with that part of 
the Army which he commanded in Perfpn: But An- 

the Son of yohn Ducas , Brother to the late 


dronicu 


wo, ouii ui juvn uncos ^ jji uvucr to toe late 

Emperor Conftantine , who look’d on Diogenes his good 

Fortune with a malicious Eye, *and had a great Body 
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of 
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of the Rowan Forces under his Commend, publifh’d 
boldly, to thofe who were near him, that the Empe¬ 
ror fled • and to encreafe the Confufion he faw 'em 
, and confirm their Fears, he fuddenly turn’d his 


in 


Horfe about, and fled with great Precipitation to 

the Camp, and was follow’d in a diforderly manner by 

the reft of the Army, whom the Turks purfu’d, and 

did great Execution upon the Fugitive Chriftians. 

The E?npc- The Emperor, feeing the Condition his Forces were 
ror defeat - j n ^ a n t h ac ] a y j n his power to make ’em Hand * 

ed and ta- J 

ken Prifo • 

ner . 


but they, being prefs’d hard by the. Enemy, were 
deaf to all Orders, and fhifted every Man for himfelf. 
The Emperor, being thus forfaken by his Army, and 


opprefs’d by the Multitude of his Enemies, many of 
whom he flew with his own Hands, was taken Pri- 
foner, having firft receiv’d feveral Wounds, and had 

his Horfe kill’d under him. When firft the Sultan 

• • • * ' 

heard of his being taken he could hardly give Credit 

by the Ambaffadors he had 
lately fent, that it was the Emperor, and by Bajila 


to it, ’till he was affur’d. 


cius 


3 


who fell down at his Feet, and paid him the 


and is ho 
nourably 


Honours due from a Subject to a Soveraign 
upon Axan embrac’d the Royal Prifoner 
dejeded ~ n r ’ ' ^ ’ 


where 
who feem’d 


3 


and afham’d of his Captivity, and advis’d 
treated by him to bear with Patience the Chance of War, which 

the Suit an , 

dif 

mifs V. 


gives the Viaory not always to the Brave, but For 
tunate ; 


promifing, at the fame time, to ufe him not 
like a Captive, but an Emperor, which he did ac¬ 
cordingly, lodging him in a Royal Tent, entertain¬ 
ing him at his own Table, and releafing fuch Prifo 


ners for whofe Liberty the Emperor petition’d ,* and 
when he had thus entertain’d him with great Magni¬ 
ficence for feveral Days together, a perpetual Peace 
was concluded betwixt ’em, and the Emperor dif- 
mifs’d with fuch Honours as never could have been 
expecfted at the Hands of an Enemy and Barbarian 
Being thus difmifs’d he went attended with the Tur¬ 
kish Ambaffadors, who were to fee the Peace rati 




ad 


fy’d at Confiantinople to 



where 
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* • 

tended fome time for the Cure of his Wounds^ defin¬ 
ing., as foon as he was recover’d, to proceed on to the 
Imperial City, where fuch Alterations had been made 
during the unfortunate Prince his Captivity, as pro¬ 
mis’d him but an uncomfortable Welcome. For John 
the Brother of Confiantinus Ducas, and PfeUus a chief 
Senator, and others of the fame Fa&ion, hearing Dio - 




genes was 


taken Prifoner, thruft 


Eudecia the Emprefs 
from the Government, and having forc’d her into a 
Monaftery, proclaim’d her eldeft Son, Michael Ducas, 


# 


Emperor * who being young and ignorant, John a<ft 
ed as his Guardian, and arrogated to himfelf the foie 
Management of Affairs, preferring Pfellus , and fuch 


other of his Accomplices as had been inftrumental in 
the late Revolution, and difcountenancing all thofe 
who feetn’d in the leaft difpleas’d at it. 

In the mean time hearing Diogenes was releas’d, and 
that, being recover’d of his Wounds, he was approach¬ 
ing the Imperial City, he iffu’d out Letters in the 
young Emperor’s Name, commanding all the Gover¬ 
nors of the Provinces, through which he was to pafs 
not to receive or obey Diogenes as Emperor, but to de 




Revolution he was fortifying himfelf 


ny him all the Honours due to that high Dignity; and 

being inform’d that upon the News of fo unexpected 

in a Caftle 

call’d Docia , whither fome of his moft faithful Friends 

feforted to him, he fent Andronicus his eldeft Son, Dio¬ 
genes his inveterate Enemy againft him. Andronicus 
having eafiiy defeated him, purfu’d the unfortunate 


Prince to Adana, a City in Cilicia, where, being clofe- 
ly befieg’d by Andronicus , he was at length forc’d to 
furrender upon Condition he might retire to a pri¬ 
vate Life, and live unmolefted. Andronicus , 


having 

thus got him into his Power, carry *d him into Phry¬ 
gia in expectation of farther Orders from the Court. 
Here Diogenes fell dangeroufly ill, being, as many 


and 



all this were 


fufpeCted, fecretly poifon’d j 
not fufficient, his Eyes were fhortly after in a bar¬ 
barous manner pull’d out, and he confin d to the 

Ifland 


O 
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Michael 

Dacas. 
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An Agree- 

% 

merit ■: be¬ 
tween the 

Tufks ex- 

treamly 

prejudicial 

totheChri- 

fiiwifo 






The flyman 

» r 

reat Danger they were in by their Inteftine Differs- 

J' ? and 

otherwife Invincible Empire of the Saracens , and 
would infallibly do as much by them, did they not 


tioiis, which had already d.eftroy’d the Great 


come 


fpeedy Agreement, and arm mutually 
gainfl: the Chriftians. Thefe Words, which carry’d 
an unanfwerable Weight with them/ wrought fo fea- 
fonable an Effect upon the Competitors, that they 
immediately laid down their Arms, and agreed to be 

determin’d by the Caliph’s Arbitration $ who inftant- 

decreed that Abcan ftiould enjoy, with an undif 




■ w — 

puted Right, the new Monarchy fo lately erected by 

his Father in the Upper Afta, and fhould' affift Cut hi* 
■Mofes and his Sons in the Gonquelt of fuch Parts as 
they afterwards obtain’d, and call’d from them 
comania , where they were to rule with an 
nd independent Authority, This Order, fo perni¬ 
cious to the Confiantinopolitan Empire, was purfu’d with 

fuch Application, that in a fhort time they fubdu'd 

Media 0 the Provinces of Lycaonia y Cappadocia , Pontus 
J$itbyma 9 

Empire. 


a 



and in the End made Nice the Seat of their 




> * 


► f 


Nor is this their extraordinary Frogrefs to be “won 


<& 


confidering it' happen’d during the 



der d 

Reigns of the prefent Emperor Michael Ducas 
Succeffor Niceyhorus Botoniates , whofe Weaknefs and 
Incapacity encourag’d other Pretenders to the Impe¬ 
rial Dignity, fome of whom, the better to purfue their 
Pretentions, were 


themfelves 

ing 




not afham’d to join with the 
nd make ufe of their Affiftance $ 




be 


natural to Ambition to apply without Shame the 
mod infamous Means to the obtaining their utiwar- 


antable Ends 


Amone thefe 


the firft Place 


was 


M.ufelius before mention’d, who having, from his Youth, 

the Roman Army, had acquir’d much Expe : 


fe r v ’ d 


and Reputation 


and 


bis late Revolt had 





was 


fervedly render’d him fufpe&ed to the Emperor, yet 
being redeem’d out of Captivity by his Wife, he 

our 3 and entrufted with a conftderabl 

* ^ f _ * 

>> "• < ? •• r - ' Com 


welter’d to. Fa\ 


& 

vp 
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Chap* III- XCV. Michael Ducas 

Command in the Leffer Jfia, where having join'd to 
him feveral Troops of His own, and other Nations, 

and being fecretly promis’d the ProtedHon of the Turks, Rufelios 

he threw, off his Obedience to the Authority that had u f ur F* 

fent him thither, and afpir’d at nothing lefs than the 

Empire. # ^ . 

upon'the firft notice of his Rebellion, fent 




him 


feveral Commanders of great Efteem 
who, by their feveral Overthrows, ferrd only to en- 
creafe his Hopes and Preemption. Some he circum¬ 
vented by Fraud, or over-powerd by fudden and un- 
expeded Onfets, and the reft, being affifted by the 
Turks, he defeated in open Battel j 'till at length the 
Emperor was advis’d to fend Alexius Comnenm, who 
Was afterwards Emperor, againft him. Alexius , tho 

at that time very ypung, yet was even then look'd 
upon to be a Man fubfde and daring, and therefore 
judg’d the fitter to contend with Rufelius. He accord¬ 
ingly in a few Days, with a wonderful Succefs, put a 
flop to the Courfe of the Ufurper’s Fortune, and re¬ 
duc’d him to fuch Straits that he was forc’d to apply 

to Tutuch , who commanded at that time for 



the Turks, with whom he offer’d to join both his In- 
tereft and his Forces. Alexius , who well knew the 

of fuch a Conjun&ion, refolv’d, if poffi- 
prevent it * he therefore, by Meffengers fent 



3 


on purpofe tp Tutach , reprefented to him, The Tc 

that was at that time betwixt the Emperor and the Sultan 
which it was his Duty religioujly to obferve : He told him 

Rufelius was equally obnoxious to the Turks and the Ro- 

that having conquer d the latter his Ambition would 


mans 




make him carry his Army into Perfia, where he would 
peat the 



ame 


'Defer 


Afia 




had already committed 


the 


and knowing 


th 


Mercenary Mind of 


the Barbarian, and how powerful Rufelius his Prefents 
had formerly been, he offer’d him an immenfe Sum 
of Money, upon Condition he would deliver the U- 
furper up into his Hands; and concluded by telling 

ror , who was ready 


him 


He * wok Id- not only oblige the Emp 


t o 







Thus 







Bryennius 

ttfurps in 

she Weft. 
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Alexius was fent at the,Head ,of thefe againft Bry- a^einji 
ennius, having receiv’d the Promife of being rein- 
forc’d with fome Turkijh Auxiliaries' j : but without \ 


■whom i he 

Emperor 


mV 




9 


waiting for their Arrival he mufter’d his Army, and lexius 
began his March, well knowing how favourable the 
leaf! Delay would be to Bryennius 9 to whom the Peo¬ 
ple in general were fo well affe&ed $ and confidering 
how much he was inferior to the Enemy in Strength 
he prepar’d rather to circumvent him by Stratagems 
than oppofe. him in the Field. 

Accordingly he endeavour’d, as much as he could, 
to conceal from [Bryennius, in his Marches and En 
campments 


3 




3 


the Weaknefs of his Forces,* and when, 
after feveral Attempts on each fide, and Skirmi/hes by 
Parties, he thought fit to bring it to a general En¬ 
gagement near Calaura in Thrace , he made fo good a 


* 


■j 


■H 


$ 


ufe of his Ground, and fo artfully difpos’d his Forces 
that Bry ennius was in the end defeated and taken Pri 

The Fortune of the Day continu’d doubtful 
for fometime, Alexius making that good by his Stra¬ 
tagems-which he wanted in Men: tho’ had the 



91 
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Scythians , that fer.v’d under Bryennius, purfu’d the Ad¬ 
vantage they had at firff over their Enemies, and had 
forborn to plunder ’till they had been affur’d of the 
Victory, it had not declar’d fo foon for Alexius ; who, 

the Confufion the unfeafonable Avarice of 



thofe Barbarians had created 


o 


feiz’d 


on Bryennius his 


5 




I 


Mb 


■im- 


i3? 


r-f* 



State-Horfe, adorn’d as it was with the Imperial 
Ornaments, according to the Cuftom of thofe Times $ 
and 5 having order’d it to be led up and down the 

proclaim’d aloud that the General was (lain. 

Device Alexius fi&’d the Fortune of the 

• . 1 

on the one Hand it added frefh Vigour 



•a* 


to the Imperial 


Troops, and 


quite difpirited 









;y 




of Bryennius on the other ; and it was impoffible feu; 
him to convince them of the Error, into which they 
had been betray’d, ’till ’cwas too late • wherefore 
finding himfelf irrecoverably loft, he at length flGd'fom Prifi 

after the reft* and was taken in the Purfuit, having 7isr * 


who tubes 






firft 


4 








20 



tf(oman tHjiory. 






afraid left Alexius (hould demolifh their Town, open’d 
their Gates, allowing Baflacius juft times enough to 
retire into the Caftle, whither he carry’d with him 
the fame invincible Spirit, before the Vi^iorius Ge¬ 
neral was receiv’d into the City. Here Alexius once 
more made Offers of ah Accommodation to Bafilacm 
who with an unlbakeft Conftancy once more reje&ed 


3 


em 


chufing rather to fall like a Soldier with 
Sword in his Hand, than fabmit to his Enemies: 
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ft 
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n* 
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if8 

* 
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till 

the Soldiers, who were to defend the Caftle, terrify’d 

emd tahn at Alexius his Succefs, laid violent Hands upon him 
Prifiner, and deliver’d him up to the Roman General 


i 


y 


who, 



together with his Prifoner, fent an Account of 
Vi&ory to the Empefor, who commanded Bafilacm 
his Eyes to be pluck’d out, ahd dignify’d Alexius with 
the Tide of Sebafos , or Auguflus* 

-By thefe Services Alexius render’d himfelf confide- 

1080. rable in the Empire, ahd made way for his future Ad¬ 
vancement^ which he fhortly after effected. In this 
he was faithfully afftfted by his Brother lfaac y and 
under-hand by Mary the Emprefs, at firfl the Wife of 
Michael Ducasy and afterwards of his Succeffor 1Nice- 


i 
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f boros Botoniates. Nicephoros, being an eafie, improvi¬ 
dent, and una&ive Prince, fuffer’d himfelf to be go¬ 
vern’d by Borilus and Germamsy two Scythian Brothers 

the Arts of the Court 



) 

) 


who, well acquainted 
reign’d there with an invidious Authority ; when they 

perceiv’d that Botoniates was too much declin’d inYears 

to hope for any Iffue of his own, they advis’d him to 


think of a Succeffor ,• and he, tho’ Conftantinus Ducm 
Son of the late Emperor, and his own Son-in-Law 


j 

> 


had an indifputed Right to fucceed 



9 


fome Confutation with his two Favourites 


yet 


3 


after 


he 



clar’d privately in Favour of Synademus, a Youth rela¬ 
ted to him, of Illuftrious Parentage, great Beauty, and 

of of her Qualities uncommon to one qf his Years. 
This Defignation was not manag’d with fo great Se 


crecy 


but the Emprefs had Intimation of it, and be^ 

ing highly concern’d at the Injury the thought they 
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xcvi. 
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orus III. 
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Were doing her Sob; file dilcover’d all to Ifaac and 

Alexius Comnenus. Ifaac had lately marry’d one of her 

near Relations, and Alexius was fp powerful in the 
Army;, and had been juft then adopted by her, that 
fhe was eafily perfuaded,both by Affinity and Intereft, 
to apply to them ; and they, being naturally Ambi 


3 


tious, and by Birth laying a Claim to the Empire 
ftrove to ftrengthen her Refentments, and promis'd 
hfcr all imaginable Affiftance. 

The Intimacy that daily appear’d betwixt the Em- 
prefs and the Comneni, adminifter’d juft Grpunds of 
Jealoufie to the two Favourites, who therefore at firft 
endeavour’d to render’em fufpeded to the Emperor, 


and when they found that could not be effe&ed 


they 


prepar’d by fome violent Means to remove ’em. Of Alexius 
this Alexius receiv’d a feafonable Information, fome bein & in 
fay by means of the vigilant Emprefs her felf, fo that 
having firft inform’d his Mother and Relations of the fj A Rg- 
Danger they were in, he apply’d himfelf to Facuria - volt, 
nus, a Principal Officer in the Army* the fmalnefs 
of whofe Stature was abundantly made good by the 
largenefs of his Soul, his Experience in the Wars, 
and Illuftrious Birth. Facurianus being inform’d by 

Alexius of the two Brother’s Defigns, without any 

Hefitation return’d 

# 

the next Morning you 'will withdraw to the Army , behold 
here the faithful Companion of your Flight and Fortunes ; 
but if you delay a Moment longer , I will inftantly difcovet 
all to the Emperor , and inform him of the Treafonable Fro 


him this refolute Anfwer, If early 



p of a Is you have made me . Alexius , charm’d with fo 

generous a Proceeding, came immediately to 
Agreement with him, which was confirm’d by Oath 

That : when ever the one Jhould be advanced to the linph 
rial Dignity} the other Jljould fucceed him in all his Em 

ployments . 

This being done to their mutual Satisfa&ion, 


, A 

lexiusy Ifaaciusy Facurianus, and the reft of their Ad 

herents, fled early in the Morning. towards the Ar 


lying then upon the Borders in ‘Thrace 
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from 

whence 
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out any regard had to things Sacred, robbing the 
Churches as well as Shops, prophaning Cloyfteb, 
and unripping Houfes with an equal Impetuofity. 

Valaologus) having thus gain'd Ad million for Alexi¬ 
us his Troops into the City, fo dexteroufly manag’d 


> 


the Officers of the Fleet then riding in the" Haven 
that they all declar’d for the new Emperor,* and Boto 
mates fent to offer a Submiffion to Alexius , to whom 

he propos’d wholly to refign the Power of Emperor 
provided he might be fuffer'd to {hare the Name with 
him, and referve fome of the outward Ornaments of 


J 


the Imperial Dignity. To this the Comneni are faid to 
have aifented, but were with great Obftinacy oppos’d 


in it by John Ducas 


9 


who 


9 


difcovering his implacable 


Hatred to .Botoniates, upon the Account of his Ne¬ 
phew Michael , would Buffer Alexius to liflen to no 
Accommodation. In the mean time Borilus, obfer- 
ving with how much Security Alexius his Soldiers 
rang’d throughout the City, drew together a good.Bo¬ 
dy of Forces well arm’d, and of approv’d Fidelity, 
with which he offer'd Botoniates to fall upon the un¬ 
thinking Enemy, and promis'd to give him a good 
Account of his Undertaking. This Offer was thank¬ 
fully receiv'd by the difconfolate Emperor, but Cef • 
7 na the Patriarch happening to be prefent, and dread¬ 
ing the Effufion of Blood, from which, after the firft 


> 


ates. 


) 


c* 


and Depo * Impreffion, Alexius his Soldiers had hitherto abftain'd 

/«B°t°nF advis'd him at length to fubmic to the Divine Will 

and retire to a private Life, rather than by his Ob- 
ftinacy Buffer the City to be polluted with the Slaugh¬ 
ter of Chriftians wallowing in each others Blood, 
Botoniates was fo lively touch'd with this Heavenly 

Exhortation, that he immediately retir'd out of the 
Imperial Palace, and fled for Refuge to the Great 
Church,* wherewith much Difficulty, he was per- 
fuaded to be ihaven, and to turn Monk, after a Reign 
of almoft three Years, during which he did nothing 
anfwerable to the Expectation Men had conceiv'd of 

him before his Advancement, but left the Empire in 
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oblig’d to invent new Honours and Dignities to gra 


tifie them. Conftantinus Ducas, 


the Son of the late Em 


peror Michael, was honour'd with a Shadow of the 
Imperial Dignity; he was fuffer’d to wear an Impe¬ 
rial Crown* and make ufe of the other Ornaments in- 
feparable to that Dignity. He iign’d with Alexius in all 
A&s and Grants, was faluted with him in all publick: 
Acclamations, and follow’d immediately after him in 
the general Proceflions. A Promife of this his Mo 
ther Mary, the late Emprefs, is faid to have obtain’d 
from the Comneni before they undertook to declare a~ 
gainft Botoniates, which was now confirm'd by a Gol 


den Bull at the Inftigation of John Ducas, who thought 


it the only Means to perfuade Mary to quit the Impe 
rial Palace, from whence he was defirous to remove 
her, either out of an inveterate Averfion to her Per 
fon, or a Diftruft left fhe fhould give Occafion to feme 
new Commotions $ for fhe was a Princtfs belov’d by 
the People, and of lo exquifite a Beauty, that tho* 
fhe was fomething paft the Prime of her Years, it 
was thought no impoffible thing for her to enfnare 
one of the Comneni . However, having thus provided 
for the Honour aud Safety of her Son, fhe withdrew 


to Mangana, and contented her felf with a private Life. 
After this Alexius proceeded to reward his Brother, 
and the reft of his Relations, which he did withfo li- 
beral a Hand, that he thereby impoveriffi’d his Trea- 

fury 


which threw him upon unjuft exa£tk>ns and 
illegal Ufurpations, the unhappy Effects of which he 
feverely felt afterwards. When this was done* know¬ 
ing how much the late barbarous Behaviour of his 
Soldiers in the City had offended the Clergy and the 

he thought the only way left to reconcile 
himfelf to ’em, was to make a publick Confefliop, 
and undergo a publick Penance which he did with 
more Art and Defign, as fome affirm, than Humility 



and Devotion: For having made an open Ackno 
ledgment of his Rebellion, and the great Damage 

tlie Imperial City fuftain’d, as a Confeauence of it, 

the 
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the Patriarch enjoin’d him, and all thole who had af- 
filled him in the DefedHon, gPenance for forty Days 
during which they were to faft, and fleep on the 


Alexius 


u (l t, 


Turks, 


Ground, in the performance of which none appear’d 
fo chearful as the Emperor. 

Having, as he thought, by thefe Rewards and Ex- 

he 

of the Turks . 


k>is Jfiiotts pjations fettled the Minds of his People.at home 

agcuuit thz « _ /_ 'a /*_ _ .i _ _r _ <r*-* 


began to obferve the growing Power 
whofe Sultan Solyman had, during the Diftradtipns of 
the late Reigns, fix’d his Court at Nice, and from 
thence made daily Incurfions up as? far as the B off ho - 
rus, roving without Control upon the Sea~Coafts,and 
always returning loaden with Booty* To prevent 


this, the Emperor order’d fufficient Numbers of his 
Forces to embark on board light Pinaces ddign’d for 
that purpofe, who coafting along the Shear by Night, 
where-ever they found the Turh not exceeding them 
in Numbers, landed on a fudden, and fell violently 
upon ’em - and having : done fufficient Execution, 


they as fuddenly reimbark’d, and prepar’d for the like 
Onfet upon fome other Poft, which ,they attempted 
with an equal Succefs. This they continu’d fo long, 
and harrafsd the Enemy to that Degree, that they 
were forc’d to quit their Stations upon the Shoar, and 
remove farther up into the Country ; whither the 
'Romans follow’d ’em. 



ed, from whence they tir’d em by. their frequent A- 
larms,and fo gaui’d’em by their fudden and unexpedl- 
ed Alfau Its, ftill deluding ’em with as quick a Retreat:, 
that the Sultan, who had loft many of his Subjedis in 
this tumultuary War, thought it gdvileable to fue for 



* - 


* • 


who con 
dude a 


. Though Alexius was fenfible of the Neceflmes to 
which he had reduc’d the Turks , and how eafie it was 

Peace with for him to purfue his prefect Advantages, yet he rea¬ 
dily liften’d to the Overtures made him by Solymonp 

Ambafiadors, who thereupon concluded a Peace be¬ 
tween him and the Sultan; 


him. 
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It has been truly obferv’d, that the Turks ow’d the 


Extent of their Domin 


3 


which in time 


d fo 


great a Part of the,Earth, rather to the unhappy Dif- 
fentions among Chriftians, than the Courage or Dif- 
cipline of their own Forces* of which the Hiftory be 


fore 


affords 


undeniable Inftance; For whilft 


Alexius was managing the War againft the Turks with 
fo much Conduct and Succefs, he was diverted from 
theProfecution of it* upon Advice of the Preparation^ 

■Robert Guifchard, Duke of Pavia and Calabria , was ma¬ 
king againft him in the Weft j which made him think 
rather of fecuring what ftill remain’d of the Empire 
to his Succeffors, than recovering thofe Parts as had 


fjeen wrefted from his Predeceffors 

This Expedition of Robert giving ground to feveral 
of Alexius s Actions in the Series of his Reign* it will 
not be improper to make a particular Enquiry into t ion again® 


the Reafons for 


Robert was by Birth a Norman , the Alexins 


Son of Tancred, Lord of Hauteville $ who having a 

numerous Family, 


1 U VI VII 

and but a (mail Eftate, fent his 


two Eldeft Sons, about the Beginning of the eleventh 
Century, to try their Fortune'in the Wars againft the 

Saracens in Italy, where they behav’d themfelves with 

great Courage and Succefs, and taking an Occafion 
to be their own Paymafters, they feiz’d on certain 

, they 

Robert . 


Places in Pavia, and fending for their Brethren 
in time eftablifh’d their Dominion in Italy 


the third Son 




he furviv’d moft of his Brethren 


he provd the moft fortunate 


He 


3 


fo 


3 


content with 


* 


Pavia, conquer’d the greateft Part of that Country 
yvhich is now call’d the Kingdom of Naples, and took 
upon him.(elf the Title of Duke of Pavia and Calabria, 

which he enjoy’d many Years without a Competi¬ 
tor. Being a Prince of an afpiring ambitious Tem¬ 
per, he perfuaded the Emperor Michael Parapinaces to 
betroth his young Son Conftantinus Ducas to his Daugh¬ 
ter, which MichaeL who law how much he flood in 


need of Foreign Affiftance, readily confented to 
and having made his 


> 



into ; the Weft, 


/ ' 


▼ 

\l 




towards 

the 


* * 


b 
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/ 


refolv d to 



the Enemy, contrary to the Advice 



m 


the Array 


and Alexius gave the neceffary Orders ac 


cordingly, Robert on his fide was fo far from being 

at the Emperor's Pre fence, and his Prepa¬ 



rations for an Engagement, that he commanded his 
Men to fink their Ships, and burn their Camp-Equi 
page, giving 'em thereby to underftand there was no 
Medium left between Death and Conqueft, that one 

would free ? emfrom the Want of what they were now* 
deftroying. 






other fupply ’em abundantly 




* » 


with all things from their Enemies. 


At nr ft the Em 


'Robert’s Wife, and the Pallas of her Age, they fell with 
fo much Violence upon thofe who juft before Teem’d 
to'have To great an Advantage over them, that they 
fled with great Precipitation to a. Church dedicated to 

St .Michael, which flood not far from the Place of 
Battel, whither they were purfu’d by the victorious 
Latins, who fet Fire to the Sacred Pile, and deftroy’d 

both that and their Enemies. By this time Robert, defeats the 


peror’s Forces had the Advantage, and drove a Body 
of Robert’s Troops towards the Sea, which put the 
whole Army into fome Diforder ; but they being a- 
gain reftor’d by the Mafculine Behaviour of Gait a 
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Whole Courage and Condud were equally to be ad- E?vperor 
mir'd upon that Gccafion, made an Impreffion upon 
the main Body of the Rowan Army* which after a 
ftort but hot Difpute was defeated and put to Flight. 

Alexius had in alllikelihood maintain'd the Field Ion 


\ 


• t 


ger than he did, had it not 



for 







M 


Turks y who kept themfelves entire and unbroken du 


ring the Heat of the Engagement, but as foon as they 
found the Vi&ory enclining to the Latins , they fud- 
denly drew off and march'd back towards their own 
Country, which added to the Confufion the Romans 


/ 


were already in, and confirm'd their Overthrow. 
Alexius his Lofs was not more confiderable for the 

* s w - * 

Numbers than the Quality of the flain, among whom 


Were Confiantim the Son of Conftantinus Ducas 3 Nice 

fborus 
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_ after whofe Death Dyrra- 
chum/aad the othefr Towns in thofe Parts, return’d 

J w ' 1 . • • 




.1 


« * 


to the Emperor. 

Alexius being, by the Death of Robert , deliver’d 
from a dangerous and expenfive War, found himfelf 
at leifure to obferve the Proceedings of the. Turks± 


• > 


whofe Inteftine Divifions feem’d 


offer him fome 


fair Advantages againft ’em, which proceeded no far 
the.r than to the Recovery of a few Maritime Towns 
and fome Advantages over Afelchafewus, the pretend¬ 
ed Sultan of Nice* which Place the Emperor 


vain 


uMnau va x ^ *-j-- --- 

defir’d, and attempted to get into his Hands ,• for he 
was at the fame time clogg’d with the Refentments 
of his Clergy, who being upon good Grounds of 


fended at him for his Invading the Goods ? of ; the 
Church, gave him a fufficient Trouble, which 


not well compos’d before a War broke 


V ■ 


with the rhc Scy-’.i 


Scyth 
gers 


who threaten’d the Empire with new Dan** thian War 


_ for having pafs’d the Danube, and being inyiced 
into the Roman Territories by the discontented Manx - 

cbees, they did great Mifchief where-ever they came, 

who being 

join’d in Commiftion afterwards with Branas , a va¬ 
liant. but hot-headed, unthinking Officer, was forc'd 





to fight with unequal Numbers contrary to his owi^ 
judgment, and was kill’d in the AcStion, together with 
his unhappy Coilegire, to the exceeding great Grief 
of the Emperor* who had a molt particular Efteem. 
for Pacuriams upon the account of his confummate 
Experience, and approv’d Fidelity. However he im 
mediately appointed Talicius , or Tal'm, who had late 
ly commanded with Succefs againft the Turks , to fuc 
ceed him in the Service, ’talicius engag’d ’em near 
P hilifpopolis , and having flain a great Number of’em 
in the Battel put the reft to flight, concluding,, thef 
his Victory feernd entire, the Service was not yet 
over, but that frefh Supplies,, which he knew the Bar 
oarians could not 




to a 




want , would quickly draw 

Accordingly he was 
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fliortly after inform’d by his Scouts, that the ScytU 

am were approaching with redoubled Forces ^ where¬ 
upon he drew up his Men in Order of Battel, and 
flood prepar’d to receive ’em ; Tho’ the Scythians 
their Approach, feem’d defirous of an 
and the Romans appear’d ready to give 'em Battel • 
yet after they had both view’d each other for two 
Days together, the Scythians retir’d with fo much Or 




der and Expedition, that the Romans , who were far 


inferior to ’em in Numbers of Men, found it in vain 
to purfu 




em. 


The Scythians the Spring following renew'd their 


* 


that 


Incurfions, and grew in time fo eonfiderable 
the Emperor thought it proper to march againft ’em 
in Perfon. Accordingly he remov’d from the Impe¬ 


rial City to Adrianofle , and from thence to a Place 


call’d Lardea y where 


havin 


mufter’d his Forces 




) 
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prepar’d to engage, contrary to the Advice of his 

moft experienc’d Captains, efpecially of Bryennius be 

fore-mention’d, who tho ? he had loft his Eyes 
Order from Botoniates , as had been before obferv’d 
was ftill highly efteem’d for his extraordinary Know¬ 
ledge and Affe&ion to the prefent Emperor. But 
Alcxim being guided more by his own Inclinations 
and the Heat of the younger Officers, refolv’d to 
light • and tho’ the Vidlory for feme time feem’d to 
incline to the Romans , whofe Commanders are laid 


3 


to have done Wonders noon that Occafion 


< 

U 


, yet the 

'eythiansy being by much fuperior in Numbers, at 
length turn’d the Fortune of the Day, and put the 
Romans to flight, in which many were flain , and 
the Emperor himfeif efcap’d with great Difficulty to 
Berosy where he receiv’d a furprizing Account 



the great Numbers the Scythians had taken Captive, 

all which were however fhordy after redeem’d* After 

this a Peace was frequently concluded, and as often 
broken by the irreconcilable Scythians , to the great 

and apparent Ruin of the Empire. For the 

Turks obferving the main Forces of the Empire were, 

in 



** 

& 

4 


*5 

I 

% 

• ' $ 

‘•/V. 
► # 

".,yj 

'■U 

■%* 
i *« • hi 

l: h' 

m 

M . 1 

'■’U 
.. *•. 

Ait 

m 


-'4 

i* > 

av 

4 

I - ' 

. * ‘‘I 


i 1 
9 / 


r 





« 


v 


r * 


Chap 


IV. 


XCVII. 



J* 

in a great Meafure, direded againft thofe 

who however continu'd unconquer'd, feiz’d fuddenly 

on Claz>omene, Vhoc&a, Metylene , and Methymna , Places 

of confiderable Importance in Afia, and afterwards 
the Ifland of Chios, which tho’ the Romans attempted 
to recover, yet were they in the end forc'd to raife 


the Siege 


and had like to have loft their Fleet. 


This 


oblig'd the Emperor to draw fome of his Forces out 
of the Weft, and to fend 'em under the Conduct of 
John Ducas , Brother to the Emprefs, againft the pre¬ 
vailing Turks , who threaten’d otherwife to bear all be¬ 
fore them ; whilft he, in the mean time, purfu’d the 


War againft the Scythians in Perlon, which was pro 
long’d partly by the Obftinacy of his declar'd Ene 
mies, but more through the Treachery of his preten 
ded Friends. Among thefe was Neantz.es, a Scythian 




by Nation, who deferred to the Emperor almoft at the 
beginning of the War, and exprefs'd himfelf, upon 
Occafions, full of Duty and Relped, but took care to 
betray all the Emperor's Defigns to his Countrymen * 
of which when he was accus'd by one, who, being of 
a mix'd Birth, underftopd both Languages, and heard 
Neantz.es entertaining a traiterous Conference with the 
Barbarian Commanders, inftead of vindicating him¬ 
felf to Alexius , and confuting his Accufer, he drew 
his Scymiter in the Emperor's Prefence, and at the 
Head of the Army flew the Informer, which was fo 
far from removing the Sufpicion of the Crimes ob 
je&ed to him, that it gave great Credit to the Infer 
niation. However, both Armies being ready to en 
gage, the Emperor thought fit to defer a farther En 
quiry 'till the Battel was over, and by that means 
gave him an Opportunity of Deferring at the firft 
harge, and of difeovering to his Countrymen the 

ifpofition of the Roman Forces, which occafion'd 
their Defeat. 

This Difgrace was wiped out by a confiderable 

Advantage over the Barbarians obtain'd fhortly after, 

which however did not hinder 'em from renewing 
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their Attempts the Spring following, when with frefh 
Forces they aifauked the Empire. But now Fortune 

feem’d determin’d againft ’em, for the Rowans over- 
j (r re at threw ’em in two Engagements with little or no Lofs 
vi a or y ob - to thcmfelves,* and tho’ they had afterwards the Con- 
tai f d a ~ fidence to make their Excurfions almoft as far as the 

Icythiam, °f Confiantinofle it felf, and gave the Emperor 

’ great Reafonto apprehend the Turks would become 
Confederates with them in the War, yet at length 
their frequent Advantages and barbarous Confidence 
had fo effe&ualiy blinded ’em, that Alexius watch’d 
his Opportunity, and in a pitch’d Battel did fuch Exe¬ 
cution upon ’em that few efcap’d ,* they who did not 
fall in the Fight, were murder’d in cold Blood, the 
Women and Children {haring in the fame Fate with 
their adventurous Husbands and Fathers. 

This Viftory, which may be allow’d to be the 
moft compleat AUxius ever obtain’d, put an End to 
the War; after which the Emperor fpent fome time 
in fettling the Affairs of the Provinces in the Weft, 
and then prepar’d to manage the War in Perfon a- 
gainft the Turks , which had hitherto been conduced 
with various Succefs by the Care of John Ducas , his 
Brother-in-Law. The Great Leader of the Turks 

' i — 


Alexius 

jhis Wars 

'with the 

Turks. 
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cafions to fupport and fuccour his Friends,* and Ducas 
a&ed with fo much Vigour againft him, that almoft 
every Day, for three Months together, the Romans 
were either employ’d againft the Walls of Metylene 3 or 
engaged with Tz>achas> by which continu’d Services 
they grew fo exceeding weak, that without fome 
timely Reinforcements, they were in danger of being 
all cut off. Of this when Alexius was inform’d, and 
that the Fight generally began in the Morning, at 
which time the Romans fought with the Sun conftanc- 
ly in their Faces, he fent Orders to John to fpare his 
I Men as much as poffible, and rather to make choice 
f of the Evening, as a Seafon more convenient for an 
[ Engagement. This Order was fuccefsfully obferv’d 
l by John • for when the Turks the next Morning, ac¬ 
cording to Cuftom, drew out to fight, and obferv’d 
the Romans to keep within their Entrenchments, as if 
they were celebrating fome Feftival, they retir’d, and 
\ with a too forward Security laid down their Arms. 
But as fbon as the Sun had pafs’d his Meridian Point, 

and began to decline, the Romans iffu’d out in exac5fc 

Order of Battel, and tho’ the Turks little expeded 
them, yet they prepar’d to receive ’em. The Fight 
was manag’d at firft with equal Obftinacy on both 
Tides, till the Turks, who fought as well againft the 
‘Sun, whofe Beams mightily incommoded ’em, and a 
| violent ^Vind, which blew the Duft full into their Fa¬ 
eces, as they did againft their Enemies, gave Ground, 
•and fled away. This Defeat made T&icbas incline to 
a Peace, which was concluded between him and D//- 
cas fhortly after. The Conditions .were, That Tz,a- 
cWftiould have free Liberty to retire by Sea from 
Metylene to Smyrna , and that on the other Hand he 
would not oblige any of the Inhabitants at his Depar¬ 
ture to go with him, nor injure ’em in their Perfons 
or Effaces. Thefe Terms being mutually agreed to, 
[and Hoftages deliver’d on both fides, the Turk was 
To far from a Performance, that he forc’d feveral of 

[the Inhabitants to attend him; Immediately' upon this 
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Delaffims arriv’d before Metylene, and being inform’d 
of Tzachas his perfidious DeaHngs^hefail’d fpeediiy af¬ 
ter him, overtook, defeated, and funk orfeiz’d on moil 
of his Piratical Ships, kill’d thofe that mann’d ’em, 

and releas’d the Captives; nor would Tzachas himfelf 
have efcap’d, if the crafty Turk , apprehenfive of the 
Danger, had not embark’d himfelf on Board a fmail 
Pinnace, inftead of a Ship of Burden, and fo eluded 
the Diligence of the Purfuers. 


Being arriv’d at Smyrna, his reftlefs Mind threw him 
upon new Attempts, which at laft ended in his De¬ 
finition. He gave Orders for a new Fleer to be pre^ 
par’d, and fupply’d with all the Materials requifite for 
his intended Expedition, and in the mean time he fate 
down with a r do lute Army before Abydos , of which 
he hop’d to be Matter in a few Days. But the Em¬ 


peror having again declar’d Dclrfenus Admiral of his 


Fleet, upon the firft News of Tzachas his Preparati¬ 
ons,alarm'd the Sultan by his Letters writ to that pur- 
pofe, in which he reprefented to him the dangerous Am¬ 
bition of Tzachas, who, tho he openly pretended his Defigns 
were wholly a gain ft the Romans, at whofe Empire he aim d\ 
yet that was no other than a- Mash to cover his more Secret 


Contrivances . The Roman Empire, was too far out of hu 

ever to attain it j that therefore tho ’ his Attempts wire 


rea 



at prefent againfl that } he had the Sultan s Dignity in view, 
which he would maize no jcruple of Invading fo foon as his 
prfent Succefjes floould have ftrcn'gtben d him fuffciently for 
it y that therefore it behov d him to confidcr him as his mof 
dangerous Enemy , and join with the Romans in the Sup- 


‘ preffion of him , which would he an Undertaking no lefs pm- 
s dent and honourable in him, than acceptable to the Emperor. 

The Sultan’s Jealoufie was quickly alarm’d ac the 
R eceipt of this Letter, fo that he immediately march’d 


with his who! 




Army agamit Tzachas • who. 


being 


prefs’d by Delaffims from the Sea s and the Sultan by 


Land, and fearing left the Inhabitants of Abydos would 
fally upon him from the Town, at the fame time that 


his Enemies affauked him from without, in this Ex- 




tremuy 

/ . 





Chap 

tremity he attempted to reconcile himfelf to the Sul¬ 
tan, who for that he was his Father-in-Law, and he 
ignorant of the Letter the Sultan had receiv’d from 
Alexius, he hop’d would be the fooner perfuaded to 
receive him into Favour. The Sultan at firft receiv’d 

to 




nourabie Flight : After which he renew’d his Deva- 
ftations, arid did unfpeakable Mifchief to the Terri¬ 
tories of the Empire, which made Alexius undertake 
a fecond Expedition againft him, in which he was 
attended by the Flower of his Army ,• among whom 
none feem’d more zealous for his Service than Nicepho¬ 
ros Diogenes , tho’ it afterwards appear’d that his loyal 

Outiide ferv’d only to gild over his treacherous De- A De % n u 
figns. This Nicephorus was Son to the late Emperor 
Rom an us Diogenes 5 who together with him left another 

Son behind him call’d Leo : Thefe Brothers had been 


banifli’d by Michael Ducas , but reftor’d by Alexius, 

who advanc’d ’em to honourable Employments, and 
always appear’d well inclin’d towards 'em, of which 

truly fenfible, but Diogenes his afpiring Spirit 

Q 4 would 
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cere* that the Emperor having receiv'd his Hoftages 
condefcended to a Peace* and return’d to Constantinople 9 
where he had not long refted before frefh Attempts 
againft the Empire caU'd him abroad again, 

Tho’ the Scythians had continu’d quiet fmcethelaft The $ c Y m 
Peace* yet it appear’d that it proceeded rather from 
the want of a Pretence* than an Inclination to a Rup- war* ~ 
ture* which was now offer'd to ’em by an Impoftor* 
who pretending to be Leo * the eldeft Son of the late 
Emperor Diogenes * of whom mention has been made . 
already, and who was flain in an Engagement with 
the Turks 5 laid Claim to the Empire. This Impoftor 
came firft poor and defpicable to Constantinople* where 
he infinuated himfelf into the Acquaintance of fuch 
as were fit for his Purpofe* to whom he boldly de¬ 
clar’d he was that Leo . The Emperor at firft rather 
laugh’d at the Folly* than refented the Infolence of 
the Thing, but obferving how his Followers encreas’d,, 
apd that the Relations of the late Emperor Diogenes 

Wer$ provok’d at the Indignity this Ufurper offer’d 

T\:'' ' ‘ * ‘ * their 
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feven Weeks together wherein fome confiderable 


A&ion did 


happen. At length the Befieg’d be 


Bryennms fent CO the 


y 


gan to be fo hardly prefs’d 

Emperor to let him know the Condition he was in 
and Alexius made all poffible fpeed to relieve him. In 
the mean time an Officer of the Army, a bold and re- Jn advan 
folute Man call’d Alacafeus , made ufe of a Stratagem tagent 
which prov’d highly ferviceabie to the Emperor • for stratagm. 

he, like Zopyrus of old, tore off his Beard, mangled 
his Face, and in a erne! 

which lamentable Condition he betook him 

rize ask’d 


Body 

felf to the Ufurper, who with much Surp 


disfigur’d his whole 


him what he was on whom fo much Cruelty had been 

exercis’d. Alacaftus reply’d, that he was the Son of one, 
7vho had been united in an inviolable Friendftjip to his Ma a 
jefty s Father , upon which Account Alexius had thus inhu¬ 
manly udd him ; that he was come over to his Ma jefty as 


his Vroteblor, conjuring him by the Memory of both their 


Fathers to revenge their mutual Inj 


upon the Head 



him who with-held his Mai e fly's undoubted Right from him 


The Ufurpe 


whofe Ears 


Appellation of Ma 


i 


jefty founded very grateful, eaflly believ’d all he faid 
jiiten’d to his Advice, and repos’d an entire Confi 

Having thus prepar’d him, by vertue 


dence 


him 


of fome fpecious Pretences he entic’d him and a Com 
pany of his Scythian Followers into a Caffle fubje^ tt 
the Emperor, from whom the Captain that com man 
ded in it had receiv’d Orders to obferve the Inftru&i 
ons he fhould receive from Alacafeus : Here the Mock 
Prince was receiv’d as into a Place betray’d to him, 

and being invited to a Banquet the Barbarians drank 

to that Excefs, that their Horfes and Arms were firft 
feiz’d: and afterwards thernfelves,- being unable ter 


make any Reflfla 


was taken march’d againft the Scyth 


Alexius hearing the Ufurper 


with whom 
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he engag’d, and flew feven thoufand upon the 
and took three thoufand Prifoners. After which he °? er 

return’d to Adrianople , there to treat with the Scythian 

Ambaffadors who came with Offers of Peace, which 

they 


c 


im Scy¬ 
thian s are 


thrown 


j 
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they feemingly defied* only that their Forces might 
have time to withdraw into Places of Security* from 
whence, as foon as they had been refre/h’d and re¬ 
cruited* they intended with frefh Vigour to renew the 
War. But the Emperor* being fenfible of their De- 
fign, purfu’d ’em with great Diligence* overthrew 
'em in two Engagements* entirely broke their Troops* 
and return’d with a great Booty* which he divjded a- 
snong thofe who had diftinguifti’d themfeIves molt in 
the Service. 

The Emperor, being return’d to Constantinople * was 
preparing to reftrain the Incurfions of the Turk*, who 
threaten’d the City of Nicomedia * when he receiv’d In¬ 
formation of the Preparations the Weftern Chriftians 
were making for the Recovery of the Holy-Land. 
And fince the Fortunes of thofe Adventurers bear fo 
near a Relation to the enfuing Part of this Hiftory* it 
may not be judg’d improper to give the Reader a brief 
Account what it was that firft gave Morion to that 
mighty Undertaking. 
r A. X>. Among the many Pilgrims that continually reforted 
2093. from all Parts of Europe to vifit the Holy-Land* a 
The Holy Freneh Man of Am'uns in Vicardy, whofe Name was 
War. Peter, about the Year 1093 took a Voyage to Jerufa - 

lem, there to perform his Devotions where the Re¬ 
demption of Mankind had been effetfted : Here the 
miferable Condition to which he faw the Chriftians 

0 

reduc’d through the Tyranny of the Turks * under 
which all Afia * Syria * Palefiine * and the City of Jem- 
falem groan’d, made him deliberate upon fome Means 
for the Delivery of God’s People from their cruel 
Servitude* and remove thofe Infidels from the mod 
Holy Places* where they had facrilegioufly tyranniz'd 
for five hundred Years together. Upon Examination 
he found the Eaftern Empire in too weak a Condition 
to give him any Hopes of Affiftance and Redrefs, 
which were no where to be expe&ed but from the 
Weft • and therefore being a Man of Refolution and 
Courage* as well as zealous for God’s Service* he un¬ 
dertook 
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N 


*3.t: 


dertook 




nform the Pope and the Princes of the 


Weft of the deplorable Condition of the Chriftians in 
the Holy-Land, and reprefent it in fo lively a Figure 
to ’em., as would effectually unite ’em in a generous 
Refolution to break off the Manacies of their Slavery, 
and deliver ’em from the tyrannick Yoke of the Ene- 

receiv’d 

, he got 

on board the firft Merchant Ship he met, and happily 
arriv’d at the Port of Bari , from whence he proceeded 
to the Court of Rome , where he addreft himfelf to 


mies of Jefus Chrift. Accordingly having 
Letters from'the Patriarch to that Purpofe 


the Pope, and having deliver’d him the Patriarch’s Uiban IL 
Letters, he found in the Pope all the Inclinations he 
could wifh to favour an Enterprize fo illuftrious, fo 
advantageous to the Glory of God, fo neceffary to 


the Good of all Chriftendom, and which would 
der his Pontificate renowned to all Pofterity. Having 
receiv’d the Encouragement he very well deferv’d 
from the Pope, he travell’d over the greateft Part of 
Europe, treating in particular with moft Princes, and 

in lefs than a Year’s time inflam’d the Hearts of all 
Men with fuch a Defire to fhare in the Glory of re¬ 
deeming the Holy Land, that both Princes and Peo 
pie embrac’d the Defign with an equal Ardor, and 
longed for an Opportunity of being engag’d in this 
Religious War. 

The Pope being inform’d by his induftrious Hermit 
of the general Difpofition he found in the Minds of 
Men to it, firft fummon’d the Council of Flacentia* 


* 

I 






where Provifions were made for the Peace of the 
Church, and the People were render’d fenfible of the 
Danger Chriftianity in general was in from the pre¬ 
vailing Arms of the Infidels, which had miferably 
over-run the Eaftern Empire j and fhortly after in a 
Council celebrated at Clermont , ibme things were de¬ 
creed as were thought neceffarily previous to it, and 
then the Holy War was unanimoufly refolv’d upon, 
and the Crufade publifh’d by the Pope, and generally 

embrac'd throughout the Weft 

The 


y. d 
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The 


/ 


of the Cm - 4 ers ] n ^Jg 


The Princes, who were to be the chief Command 


fade 


Religious Exped 


3 


Great, Brother to Philip the Firft of Franc£ 


were Hugh the 




3 


Robert 


/ 


Duke of Normandy 


> 


Robert , Earl of Flanders 


mond of Tholouj 


y 


Godfrey 


of Bulloign , 


3 


R 


3 


with his 



y 

o 


thers Baldwin and Eufi 


and others whofe Name 


particularly mention’d by fuch as have written the 

Hiftory of this Holy War. Moft of thefe Princes, 

who had not Treafures fufficient to maintain Armies 
equ 

mortgag’d their Patrimonies 



to lb great an Enterprize, generoufly fold or 

it is obfervable 


Wc 


o 


which 

generally purchas’d by the Bifhops, who thereby 

Secular Princes to impoveridi themfelve 


fuffer'd 

to ferve Jefus Chrift, whilft they enrich’d themfeiv 
with the Spoils of thofe Temporal Potentates. 

’Tis incredible to relate the Numbers that voltmta 
rily lifted themfelves upon this Occafion ; Women 


s 

s 


well as M 


the Peafant 


3 


as 


well 


him that had 


born Arms already ; the Superftkious, and the Devout 
the Oid ; and the Young ; all united in the fame Ser 
vice, tho’ fome of ’em enter 


) 


View 


Which 


nter’d into it upon different 

Godfrey , who was the firft that 
advanc’d towards Conft antinople , where their general 
Rendezvous was appointed the Year following 3 
ferv’d, and fearing he fhould be clogg’d by a Multi 
tude of unprofitable People, who were more likely 



to deftroy him by Famine 


y 


than affift him 



the 


Sword 


y 


he contrived to fend ’em before under the 


Peter the Condud of the Herm 


Veter 


y 


with the Opinion 



Hermit be- whofe Sandity they were fo prepoffefs’d, and feem’d 
gins the Ex - charm’d with his Looks, and enchanted with his 
$e turn . \y orc [s 5 that he thought he fhould have a Sovereign 

Power over them, and therefore readily accepted 



the Command, and was declar’d Captain-General of 
this firft Army of the Crufades, which had Orders 

to advance firft towards Confiantinople. _ 

This Army Peter divided into two Bodies, one 
which he led himfelf, and committed the other to the 

Condud of a French Gentleman call’d Gautier , a good 

Captain, 






1 



We arrives 
at Con- 

Sant i no- 
Pie, 




the reft with great Difficulty* and got with much ado 
to his Comrades at Conftantinople, where the Emperor 
receiv’d him with a Teeming Friendfhip, and having 
learnt from him the Quality of the Princes who were 
to be the Adventurers in this Holy War, and the 
Number of their Forces, advis’d him not to pafs the 
Straits ’till their Arrival, nor expofe his harrafs’d 
Troops againft the Turks ; tho’ at the Bottom this 
jealous Prince was very much concern’d at the Ex¬ 
pedition. His late Wars with Robert had made him 
diffident and diftruftful, he had entertain’d an inve¬ 


terate Antipathy to BobewonJ, who he underftood 
was one of the Adventurers, and could not refled oh 
their mighty Preparations without a Heart full of Ap- 
prehenfions. Being himfeif ambitious and afpiring, 
he concluded that tho’ the common People might a St 
upon Principles of Religion, yet it was very impro¬ 
bable the Princes fhould leave their own Dominions, 
and embark in To long and hazardous an Undertaking 
upon the fame Motives. The Senfe of his, own Weak* 
nefs, and their Power, which he efteem’d not to be 
oppofed by open Force, made him refolve to fee up¬ 
on his Guard, and prepare to behave himfeif like a 
Friend, or Enemy, as the Neceffity of his Affairs 
ftiould require. 
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of which Peter feem’d to have the Command 


9 


but 


l ♦ 


y 


who indeed were undet no manner of Government 
for being encamp’d without the Suburbs of Confianti- 
no fh, they there renew’d the fame Diforders which 
had been fo fatal to ’em before in Hungary ; they 
plunder’d and burnt all the beautiful Houles of Plea- 
lure, and magnificent Palaces, which were without 


& 


9 
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the City ; they facrilegioufly robb’d the Churches 
feeming to wage that War with the Chriftians, which 
they had vow’d againft the Infidels: Whereupon the 
~ grown weary of fuch troublefome Neigh 

hours, not only permitted, but perfuaded him to pafs 
the Straits , which they immediately did, and behav’d and P#f e * 
themfelves where-ever they march’d with their ufual the Scraics 
Barbarity, which fhortly after met with an exempla¬ 
ry Punifhment ; for as it is feldom known that the 
Spirit of Union was ever 


long 


maintain’d 


among 


y 


wicked Men, fo it happen’d with this unruly Army 
the Germans and Italians feparated fhortly after from 
the French* which haften’d the Ruin of them all. For 


the. Italians having feiz’d on a Town call’d Xerigordm 
were befieg’d by the Sultan, who upon the firft No 
tice of the great Preparations of the Weftern Ghri 
ftians, had rais’d a formidable Army compos’d of all 
Afia, and found it no difficult matter to recover one 
Town from a headftrbng ungovern’d Rabble • mod of 
the Chriftians were taken with the Town, and thofe 
among 'em who would not renounce their Religion 
were put to the Sword. 

The French in the mean time lay encamp’d near 
Helenopolis and Ciholus^ two Villages fituate in the Gulph 


/ 


of Ni com edict 


and neareft the City of Nice 


from 


whence they fent out their Parties to forage and de¬ 
fir,oy the Country, but were fhortly after circumvent¬ 
ed by the Sultan ,• who having planted an Ambufh in 
a convenient Place between Helenopolis and Nice, he 
fent two Renegades to Veters Gamp, who told the 

French that the Italians and Germans had taken Nice , 

which they were plundering, and had hardly Hands 

fuffi- 






1 



ble Multitude, which Veter had led out of the Weft, 
who" with much Difficulty got on Board the Empe- 
, ror's Fleet, who carry'd ’em difarm'd, and almoft 

naked to Conflantinople. . 

The unfortunate Beginning of this War was highly 
acceptable to Alexius, who had his Eyes every where, 
and growing every Day more diffident and jealous, 
had concluded rather to oppofe and weaken theChri- 
ftians upon every little Pretence, than to affift and 
cherifh 'em. The miferable Remains of Peters Army 
were hardly got to Confiaminople , before the Emperor 
Godfrey receiv'd Advice of Godfrey’s Arrival at Philipp op oils, whi- 
p7!y es ap cherhe.had led an Army of ten thoufand Horfeand 

pJlis P1?0ra ^ even thoufand Foot over the vaft Countries of Bul¬ 
garia, and fent an Ambaffador to Ccnfiantinople to ac¬ 
quaint ■ Alexim with his Arrival, and to demand the 
[Liberty of Hugh the Great, Brother to the French 
King, who in his Paffage from Bari to Dyrrachmm, 
v having left Part of his mighty Retinue and the'Forces 

he was to lead behind him in Italy, and being fepa- 

rated 




* 
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rated in a Storm from the reft, was feiz’d by the Go¬ 
vernor of Dyrracbium , and ferit by the Emperor’s 
Order thro’By-Ways to Confiantinople , where he was 

detain’d Prifoner. 

\ 

Whether this was done either for that the Emperor 
was offended at an arrogant Meffage he had receiv’d 
from Hugh) at the Beginning of his Expedition^ as 


24 





the Greeks alledge, or for that Alexius was well pleas’d 

to have fo great a Prince in his Hands, who might 

ferve for an Hoftage to fecure him againft the Latins 
is uncertain. However he return’d fuch an Anfwer 
to Godfrey , advanc’d by that time with his Army as 
far as Adrianople , that he thought he had juft Caufe 
to 2l3l againft him as an open Enemy, and for eight 
Days together wafting the Country as he mov’d a- 

long, he march’d dire&ly to Confiantinople ,’ where he Marches 
rais’d fuch a Confirmation, that Alexius gave Hugh an hsftiie 
his Liberty, fent to defire Peace, and promis’d God- Manner td 

Con ft an- 


» 1 

tn 


was 


frey all imaginable Satisfadion. However this Peace, jJ, 
for which the Emperor was forc’d to petition — w ' 
very indifferently obferv’d on his Part ,• for tho* he 
had undertaken to furnifh the Army with Provifions, 
yet he fail’d of his Promife, and when upon that Ac¬ 
count they began to live at Difcretion, he attack’d 

by Sea and Land, and in every Refpe<5! behav’d 
himfelf more like an open Enemy, than a Friend : 

Which deteftable Infidelity Godfrey punifh’d, by waft¬ 
ing all about Confiantinople for five or fix Days toge¬ 
ther, and by that means compell’d Alexius to defire d 
new Accommodation, who offering his Son John 
for an Hoftage, invited the Princes to Confiantinople , 

where they were receiv’d with great 
tod according to the Guftom of 





votS) Alexius adopted Godfrey for his Son 

came to this Agreement, That the Emperor An Agree* 
fiiould, from time to time, aid the Princes with all meni be - 

s Forces both by Sea and Land, that he would con- tm f t J° 2m 




tinually fupply the Army with Provifions, and be 

to ’em upon all Oceafions* On the other 

% Hand 



and the 

s f + 

Ewpertir, 
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Hand, the Princes were to do nothing contrary to 
his Intereft, but reftore to him fuch Places of Impor¬ 
tance as they Ihould recover in AJia 3 and do Homage 
for the reft. After many Difputes and Arguments 
on both Tides, the Princes bound themfelves by Oath 
to the Obfervance of the fecond Article, but with 
this Limitation,that they were no longer oblig'd than 
whilft he punctually perform'd the firft. 

When thefe Matters were thus fettled , Alexius , 
who was profufely magnificent, loaded the Princes 
with new Honours, and made 'em exceffive rich Pre¬ 
fen ts • but being fhortly after inform'd that other 
Princes of the Crufade were upon their March at 
the Head of powerful Armies, efpecially Bobemond f 
Prince of Tarentum , of whom he thought he had great 
Reafon to be diftruftful,he defir’d Godfrey to pafs with 
his Army towards Bithynia , and encamp near Calce- 
don 3 alledging he was not able long to fubfift his 
Forces where they lay, tho’ the true Reafon was to 
avoid the Prefence of fo many Guefts at once, moil 
of whom he had juftly provok’d by his Prevarica¬ 
tions and Treachery. However Godfrey being defi- 
rous to wait for the Arrival of Bobemond , and being 
at the fame time fenfible of Alexius's Jealoufies, and 
Bohemond's Refentments, he undertook, at the Em¬ 
peror’s Requeft, a Mediation between 'em, and fo 
well manag'd the haughty Spirit of that great Prince, 
whom he met for that purpofe on his March, that 
he brought him with him to Confiantinople , where 
he was receiv'd by Alexius with all imaginable Marks 

of Efteem and Affe&ion ; and the Prince, who was 

willing to remove all Obftacles that might retard 

'em in their intended Expedition, behav'd himfelf 
on his fide with an open generous Confidence, and 
fo both endeavour'd for the prefent to conceal what 
it was impoffible for either to overcome. 

All things being thus happily concerted at C on fan- 
tinople 3 the Forces pafs'd the Bofpborus and encamp'd 

near Cakedon 3 where the Meafures neceffary to be 

taken 
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taken for the Siege of Nice were confulted, the Em¬ 
peror himfelf promifing to aflift in Perfon at that 
Enterprize, tho’ he fecretly propos'd to obtain that 
City, to himfelf, rather by the Conceffion of the 


Turks 


than the Force of the Chriftian Armies 


♦ 

1 


Nice, the Metropolis of Byth 


famous for the The Siege 


fir ft Oecumenical Council celebrated here againft the “/Nice 
Art an Herefie, ftands in the middle of a fertile and 


pleafant Valley, ilj^a A V4 Ujr 

and a capacious Lake, which on the Weftern Quar 
ter ferves as a Natural Fortification, and fupplies it 
plentifully with all the Commodities of the Coun¬ 
try • notwithftanding which it was more ftrongly 
fortify’d by Solyman , who having pufh’d on his Con 
quefts as 


compafs’d by high Mountains, 


his Emp 


far as the Prop 


3 


fix 


here the Seat of 


as molt commodioufly favouring the 


Defire the Turks had entertain’d of pafling one Day 
into Europe. Here Solyman , his Succeifor, ufually 


maintain’d a ftrong Garrifon, but when firft he heard 
of the Enterprize the Chriftians were about in the 
Weft, he reinforc’d it with thechoiceft of his Troops, 
and went in Perfon into Per pa , to follicit the AfH- 
ftance of the Princes of his Nation. On the fix- 
teenth of May in the Year 1097, tho’ Solyman was 
juft then 

Eaft 

s 

Princes diftributed 


3 


d with a powerful Army out of the 
and had pofted himfelf in the Mountains, the 

feveral Quarters in his open 


view, knowing their Forces fupe 


to his in Num 


ber, and by that means able to cover the Siege ,• for 
at a general Mufter they were found to be no fewej: 
than fix hundred thoufand Men, of which an hun- 


— » w 

dred thoufand were Horfe. befides Priefts 


Monks 
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Women, Children, and Servants, whofe Numbers 
were infinite • notwithftanding which fo juft and 
exa<ft a Difcipline was maintain’d among ’em, that 
all forts of Debauchery, which ufually attend a licen 
tious Multitude, were banifh’d the Camp. 

During this Siege, which was maintain’d for feven 
Weeks, both the one fide and the other gave emi¬ 
nent 
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Alexius Being thus become Matter of Nice , and 
at the fame time confcious to himfelf of the difho- 
nourable Means by which he obtain’d it, endea- . 
voured to conceal or varni/h over his Guilt by his 
profufe Liberality to the Franks, making moft mag¬ 
nificent Prefents to all the Principal Commanders^ 
and bellowing large Donatives upon the difappoint- 
ed Soldiers, who had promis’d them (elves the Spoils 
of the vanquifh’d City ,• notwithftanding which the 

Diftruft the Princes had entertain’d of him made ’em 

% 

always upon their Guard, and the common Soldiers 
charg’d him every Day with whole Vollies of Curfes 
and Execrations. 

After the Reduction of Nice the Princes took leave 
of the Emperor, and march’d immediately towards 
Syria y having firft feparated into two Bodies for the 
Conveniency of Forage and Subfiftence, Bobemond 
taking the Left Hand and Godfrey the .Right, be¬ 
ing however both careful that the Army fhould not 
be diftant above two Miles the one Body from the 
other. Bobemond marching .firft, was three Days 
after this Separation difcover’d by Solyman in a 
large Plain ^ who concluding that fmall Body con¬ 
tain’d the whole Chriftian Army , and he being 
reinforc’d with new Troops, which made his.a- ' 
mount to three hundred and fixty thoufand Turks 
and P erfi'ans, all Horfe, befides an infinite Number 
of Arabians , who were alfo Cavalry, he fuddenly 

feiz’d on all the Paffes of the Hills, and the Ave¬ 
nues leading out of the Valley, intending to fur- t 
prize the Chriftians early next Morning, as they 
were going to decamp. 

Of this Bobemond being advertis’d, he inftandy dif- Bohe- 
patch’d fome Horfe to acquaint Godfrey of the Dan-. mond 

ger he was in, and made the beft Provifion he could ^eatDan 
to oppofe the terrible Shock he expe&e.d from the g £r . 
Enemy, who came pouring down into the Valley 
to charge the Chriftians, whom they expected to 

find half conquer’d to their Hands by their Fear 

R 4 and _ 
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and Diforder. The Chriftians receiv’d 'the Charge 
with great Conftancy &nd Refolution* but would in 
the end have been over-power’d by Numbers* had 
not Godfrey appear’d upon the Mountains* and in an 

Inftant made an Alteration in the Face of the Bat- 

tel *• for Solyman retreated prefently to the Hills, 
where he thought the Chriftians would not dare to 
attack him* which however they did with fo much 

The Turks Execution* that the Enemy were put to Flight* lea- 
defeated . v j n g t k e j r Camp* and above three thoufand of the 

Principal Perfons of Quality among the Turks> be- 
ftdes a prodigious Number of Arabians * and other or¬ 
dinary Soldiers behind ’em. 

The Chriftians* having refreftvd themfelves for two 
Days in the Valley* continu’d their March* advan¬ 
cing towards Syria * fuffering much as they march’d 
along; for the Turks * who no longer dar’d to en¬ 
counter ’em hand to hand* defiroy’d the Country 
through which they were to pals* which reduc’d ’em 
to extream Want* efpecially in their Paftage over the 
Mountains and Defarts. However* after having o- 
vercome Difficulties that others would have thought 
invincible* they arriv’d at Antioch * accompany’d by 
laticim * or Tatin * the Emperor’s Lieutenant* fent ra¬ 
ther to be a Spy upon ’em* and betray ’em* than to 
affift ’em. The Seafon was far advanc’d when they 
arriv'd near Antioch^ and the Town fupply’d with a 
numerous Garrifon* and every thing requifite for an 
effectual Defence; notwithftanding which* confider- 
The chr/m ing it confifted with the Reputation of their Arms 
ftjans be - £o fet down before it, they put the whole Army in 

odi* AntU ® rc ^ er of Battel* and on the twenty firft of Offober 

march’d in a terrible Triumph* and encamp’d within 
a Mile of it. 

It is Foreign to my prefent Defign to infill upon 
the Particulars of this Siege* which lafted nine 
Months* and is mo ft memorable for the many Acti¬ 
ons perform’d in the Courfe of it* it being hard to 
determine whether the Befiegers or Defendants were 

expos'd 
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expos’d to the greateft Hardfhips,or endured ’em with 
the greateft Patience and Refolution. The Fury of 
War, and the Viciflitudes of it, appear’d no where 
more confpicuous than upon this Occafion. The 
Peftilence and Famine, Envy and Emulation, An 
guifti and Defpair rag’d equally within the Walls and 

without. That which ought to have haften’d Alexius 
to the Succour of the Affailants, the Neceflities they 
were under, made him return back when he was up 

a . I ' 1 >_ C' _ . 1______3_ 


his march towards 


So that 


no wonder the 


Princes did not reftore Antioch to him, as they had be¬ 
fore oblig’d themfelves to do, but made Bohemond 
Prince of it, and that for a Reafon, which becaufe 
it includes the Means by which they got it into 
their Hands, a brief Account of it may not be judg’d 


amifs in this Place 


• -i 


Tyrrhus 


Citizen of Quality in Antioch, was born 


A. jf 9 rJWJy a vs/w y VVHA 

of Chriftian Parents, but pretended to embrace the 
Mahometan Superftitions to fave his Eftate, as feveral 
other Antiochians had done in fourteen Years time. 


when firft it was conquer’d by the Turks . This Man 
had obtain’d fo great an Efteem among the Infidels, 
that Accien the Sultan, charm’d with his good Quali¬ 
ties, entrufted him with the Guard of three Towers, 
and made him his Secretary of State. Notwithftand- 
ing this, Tynhus , who fecretly abhorr’d the Abomi¬ 
nations of that Religion, to which he had outwardly 
conform’d, and being fenfible how difficult it would 

~ con- 


be for the Chriftians to take theTown by Fo 




d an ardent Defire to redeem his Country from 


the Servitude and Oppreflion of the Turks 


7 


which 


he was prompted by his Son, who at the beginning of 


the Siege was 


Sally taken Prifoner by Bohemond , 


and was fo tranfported with his generous Treatment 
and Difcharge, (for he refus’d to receive theRanfom 
Tyrrhus had offer’d for him) that at BohemomTs Irri¬ 
gation he induc’d his Father at his Return to think 
of fome means of delivering the Town up to the Chri¬ 
ftians, and the Father from that time forward main- 


d 
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tain’d a fecret Correfpondence with Bohemond by his 
Son's means* who was often fent out into the Camp 
under the Pretence of being a Spy* and at length he 
agreed upon a certain Day to put the three Towers 
of which he had the Command* into his Hands, 
bout this time the Great Sultan of Per da had rais’d a 
moft formidable Army of two hundred thoufand 



3 




Horfe 


and an innumerable. Multitude of Foot 


which were then on their March to the Relief oi An 


3 


tloch . 


Whereupon Bohemond , who was a politick de« 


figning Prince* the very Day that Pyrrhus and he had 
agreed* as is before mention’d* told the Princes in a 
Council of War with a melancholy Air* That the E- 

*uils which the Army endured were infupportable * and yet 
that they mufi Jhortly he fore d to abandon the Siege y and 
rife from the Town y after they had lof fo many brave Men 
before it D fince Jo prodigious an Army was marching to its 
Belief That nothing remain d more to be donej but to try 
if any among 'em could gain the Town by Surprise or Intel 


licence 

O 


before the Succours arriv'd • and to encourage every 
me to undertake fomething of that Nature for the pub¬ 
lic k Goody he propos'd the Principality of Antioch as a Re¬ 
ward to him who fhould perform the Exploit * and thereby 
difengage the Army, from fo longy fo bloody and expenfve a 
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and feizing the Gates the whole Army was, by break 
of Day> got without any Refiftance into the City 


where the greatefl: part of the Turks were kill’d, fome 
in their Beds* others in the Streets, arid Ac den himfelf. 




$ 


who fled away in a Difguife, was taken fliortly after 
and (lain by fome Chriftians of Syria. 

The Princes being thus become Mailers of Antioch , 
fent Hugh the Great, and Baldwin , Earl of Heynault , 
to give the Emperor an Account of their Succefs* and 


prefs him to make good his Oath, and in Perfon join 
his Forces withthofe of the Princes, who got little by 
that unfortunate A mb a flag e ,* for the Earl of Heynault 


perilled in the way, nor was it ever known what Death 
he dy'd, tho’ it was generally fufpeded that he was ta¬ 
ken Prifoner, and murder'd by the Emperor's Soldiers 

in Nice. Hugh got fafe to Con/lantinople , but inftead 

of returning to the Princes with an Account of his 


E mb ally 


* 


he parted from thence in fo abrupt a man 


ner, that fome of the Writers of that Time took Oc 

cafion from thence to mention him much to his Dif* 

# 

advantage ,• and the Emperor was fo far from being 
perfuaded to join with the Princes then, that he re 

folv’d never to do it. 

% 

Indeed at that time he had a juftifiable Excufe for 

ackas Hill continu'd Mailer of 


his Abfence, for 



ft 


Smyrna , from whence he exercis'd his Piracies 


and 


infelted the Sea-Co alls of the Empire • and Tangri - 
permes , a Man of the fame Faith and Practices, had 
feiz'd on Ephefus , as fome of his Followers had done 
on Rhodes , Chios , and other Places, which they judg'd 
the moll fit for their Piratical Excurfions. Here they 
built their Ships, and laid 'em up after any Expediti 


on 




Ilians 


here they llor'd their Booty, and fold fuchChri 




as fell into their 


Hands, into a miferabie 


Slavery. 

This made Alexius think it requifite to Man out 
fuch a Fleet, and raife an Army as Ihould not only be 

able to reltrain th z Barbarians, 

to extirpate them. Accordingly he befieg'd 

Smyrna 



but to remove, and, if 
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Iters of the Town and Haven, but the Franks con¬ 
tinu’d to make a vigorous Defence in the Caftle, in¬ 
to which with much Difficulty he threw fome Sup¬ 
plies, tho’ that fhortly after fell into the Emperor $ 

Hands, and then return’d to Antioch, where he con- 
fulted what Methods were moft proper to oppofe and 
annoy the Emperor. Upon Examination he found 
he had not Strength fufficient at prefent either by Sea 
or Land to contend with him, that he could hope 
for no Recruits but out of the Weft, and that his 
Prefence there was abfolutely neceffary for the raf¬ 
fing of ’em, and was fenfible at the fame time of 
the Danger he muft unavoidably run in a Voyage 
thither, the Emperor being abfolute Matter at Sea. 

In this Extremity he had recourfe to a Stratagem, Bohe- 

which was no lefs wonderful in the Contrivance, ™ ond his 

* - i Strata&m* 

than & 


i 






venour of Dyrrachium to be conftantlv upon his Guards 
and not fuffer himfelf to be furpriz'd. But Contofiepha- 


nus 


3 


inftead of following his Inftru&ions, made a De 


fcent into Italy 


and laid Siege 


Brundufium , where 


he receiv'd an abfolute Defeat, which was chiefly ow¬ 
ing to the brave Gondud of Tancred' s Mother. This 
Misfortune prov’d in the IfTiie of worfe Confequence 
to Akxius his Affairs* than might have reafonably 
been at firft expeded. For fix Scythians being: taken 


us his Affairs 
firft expeded, 


than might have reafonably 


For fix Scyth 


being taken 


Great Prg* 
partitions 


Prifoners in the Adion they were lent to Bohemond , int ^ w$ 
who carry'd 'em to the Pope* telling him 'twas with again? A- 


fuch Inftruments 


thefe Alexius endeavour’d to de- lexius. 


fend and enlarge his own Dominions* and encroach 
upon his Neighbours* fighting at the Head of Pagans 
againft Chriftians, and arming Barbarians againft the 
moft civiliz'd Nations of Europe . By thefe Artifices 
Bohemond ftirr'd up the Pope and People againft Alexi¬ 
us > fo that his Levies were corn-pleat in an Inftant, 
every one crowding to receive the Pope's Benedidi- 
on, and to engage in the War againft fo abominable a 

Tyrant as they conceiv'd Alexius to be. 

The Emperor's Fleet lay at Aulon in Albania , when 
Bohemond put to Sea,* and tho' they had receiv'd Ex- 
prefs Orders from their Matter to-hinder his Paffage* 
yet terrify'd at the Number and Burden of his Ships* 
they all fled, and Bohemond landed his Forces without 
any Oppofition at that Place, which tfiey had relin- 
quiftfd to him, and prepar'd to befiege Dyrrdchium $ 

of which that impetuous Prince was already Matter in 

his. 


* 



Bofie- 

snond Ee n 
(leges Oyr- 

eachium. 


Alexius his 

Artifices. 
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his own Imagination. In Order to which he feiYd 
on all the Towns adjoining to it, and having burnt 
his Ships in the light of his Army, thereby giving ’em 
to underftand there was no Poffibility of their re¬ 
turning home, he fate down with his whole Army 
before it, and expos’d himfelf and all his Forces tofuch 
unavoidable Difficulties, as, had they been forefeen, 
would have been fufficient to deter him from fo dan¬ 
gerous an Undertaking. For the Emperor, being 
Matter at Sea, he could not from thence receive any 
Provifions, which there was no poffibility of getting 
by Land, where Alexius had feiz’d on all the Avenues 

leading to Dyrrachium. This begot a great Famine in 

his Camp, which was follow’d by a Sicknefs that 
fwept off great Numbers of his 
mean time the Befieg’d made a 
and Alexius , who was not willing to venture all upon 
one Stake, declin’d bringing it to a Battel, and en¬ 
deavour’d to weaken Bohemond* s Army by fowing 
Diffentions in it. Having learn’d what Officers in 

his A rmy that Prince had the greateft Dependance 

upon, he fent fuch Letters to them as feem’d no other 
than Anfwers to fome others he had lately receiv’d 
from them before, in which he thank’d ’em for the 
great Services they had done him in betraying Bo - 
bemonls Defigns to him, and exhorted ’em to perfift 
in the good Work they had began, and effedualiy 
deferve the Rewards he had abundantly prepared for 
’em. Thefe Letters were directed to Bohemond? s own 

i 

Brother, and other his moft intimate Friends and Con¬ 
fidents ,• hoping by fuch means to create fuch a Jea- 
loufie of’em, and the Prince, as would in rime end in 
the Ruin both of them and himfelf. Thefe Letters, 
being thus difpatch’d, he fent a Man of experienced 
Loyalty, who potting a nearer way to Bohe?nond y s 
Camp, immediately demanded Admittance to that 
Prince, to whom he pretended, that having receiv’d 
fome Injuries from the Emperor, he had renounc’d his 
Allegiance, and was come to follow his Fortunes, 

being 
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cover’d his undoubted Right from him. But finding 
that neither Baldwin or any other of the Princes- of 
the Crufade were inclinable to favour his Pretences 
againft 7 ‘ancred, he thought fit to fufpend his Claim 
for the prefent, and the rather becaui'e his jealoufie 

was awaken’d with the new Preparations he heard 


w 

the Italians were making in the Weft 



wonder if this Prince 


* 


having 


put himfelf upon his Guard., and that at a 


The Turks were not 
Chriftians themfelves 
in his own Subjects, who were 


y 


; diftrufted by him than 
could he fafely confide € 


ing Confpiracies againft him 


y 


or 


continually form- 
terrifying him by 

their Rebellions • add to all this., the Infirmities of 

his Body, affiidted by the Gout, and other Diftem- 

pers which ufually accompany Old Age, and ren 


y 


being 


> 


der Life a Burden. Notwithftanding which 
inform’d that the Turks had renew’d their Incurfions 
which they made up almoft as far as the Walls of Nice 

he march’d in Perfon againft ’em, and gave ’em an 
Overthrow that was thought worthy fuch a Triumph 




Confiantinopl 


as 


Inhabitants of that Place had 


feen for a long time before 
Notwithftanding this Defeat of the Turks 


they 


fhortly after renew’d their Incqrfions.* *and deftroy'd 
the Borders of the Empire for a coniiderable time 
without Control, for that the Forces of the Eaft had 

ins* who 
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fome time before fent againft the Scythi 


were preparing^© give Alexius new Trouble, and the 
Emperor himfelf was laid up of the Gout. However 
being at length recover’d., and having review’d his 


5 


y 


Forces 

infolent Barbarity deftroy’d all before ’em, but 


he march’d againft the Turks] who with an 

the 



a 


Emperor 




fome Re- a. D . 


fpetft or other provok’d all the Worlds thought the m8. 
whole World combin’d againft him, and receiv’d an 
Alarm from every Motion of thole whom his Guilt 
taught him to confider as his Enemies: On whatever 
Quarter he call his Eyes he thought he had juft Rea 
fon to 

rime when he was leaft able to make a Refiftance 


* 





Adventures was unworthy a Prince and a Chriftian, 
but that in fome meafure it was to be excus'd by the 
Jealoufies he had upon good grounds entertain'd a~ 

gainft Bohemond. His Reign was for the molt part full 

of Cares and Anxieties, and at laft he left the Empire 
to his Son, who govern'd more to the Satisfaction of 
his People than his Father had done before him. 

Whilft Alexius lay Sick, he was earneftly follici- Calo-Jo- 
ted by the Emprefs and his Daughter Ann y to de- ha " ne ?: 
clare her Husband Bryennius Emperor, and to deprive A ' ^ 
his own Son John of the Succeffion ,• and tho 9 A* Ill °* 
lexim abfolutely deny'd their Requeft , and gave 
'em unanfwerable Reafons for that Denial, yet they 
perfifted in their Sollicitations j and that the ra¬ 
ther, becaufe they heard John , having got the Im¬ 
perial Signet from off his dying Father's Finger, 
had caus’d himfelf to be proclaim'd Emperor, by 
thofe of his ReiatiQns and others who were well 


affe&ed to his Caufe. This made 'em more im 


portunate with Alexius , who continu'd deaf to their 
Importunities, 'till John was got at the Head of his 
Party into the Palace, immediately upon which the 
aged Emperor dy'd, and left him his Succeffor with¬ 
out any Competitor. 

John y being confirm'd in the Imperial Dignity, 
and crown’d by the Hands of the Patriarch, remov’d 
fuch Officers from Court as were fufpe&ed by him, 
and preferr’d none to fucceed ’em but his own Friends 

S 3 and 




* 
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and Relations, and fuch others as were the mod E- 
minent for ther Birth in the Empire. Notwithftanck 
ing this prudent Management he had not worn the 
Imperial Purple a full Year before fome of his nearelt 
Relations confpired againft hirn 3 and by Oath oblig'd 
themfelves to advance Bryennim ; this was rather com 
• triv’d by the haughty and ambitious Temper of Ann, 
than defir’d by Bryennius , who was fo far from ap- 
proving what had been defign’d, that his Remifsnefs 
and Averfion to publick Affairs blunted the Edge 
the Confpirators Swords, who had undertaken 



to 


murder the Emperor by Night. A treafonable De« 

fign not executed proves pernicious to none but the 
Traitors : The Confpirators being difcover’d, and 


John, the feiz’d the next Day 3 fuffer’d no other Punifhment 
new Ewpe- t [ ian a Confifcation of their Goods 3 which however 

eat*Mo* were fhortly after reftor’d to 'em through the Cle 
dtration. niency of the Emperor, and they receiv'd into Fa 

vour. Ann her felf, who had given Life to the Con 
fpiracy 3 being the firft who tafted of his Royal Bonn 
ty, which was in a great Meafure owing to the Vir 

tue and Generofity of Axuchns , a Verjian by Birth, 
who being in the City of Nice when it was taken 
by the Ghriftians, was among other Captives pre- 
fented to Alexius; and that Emperor 3 obferving fome* 
thing extraordinary in the Youth, order’d him to 
attend as a Companion upon his Son, who from that 


tun 






forward conceiv’d fo great an Affe&ion for him 
that when he came to be Emperor he was declar’d 
his chief Favourite and prime Miniiter 3 John think¬ 
ing he could never do enough for the belov’d Com¬ 
panion of his Studies and Diverfions. Axuchus 


A 


___ 7 on 

behav’d himfeif with the greateft Mo* 


the other fid 

deration, and tho’ his Authority was fo great in the 
£mpire 3 that many of the Royal Blood thought it no 
Difgrace to alight fromjheir Horfes when they met 
him, and pay him Homage • yet was he fo far from 


th. 


Arrogance ot unworthy upftarc Favourites 




that 


he demean’d himfeif on ail Qccafions like a Servant 
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daily endeavouring to eftablifh a good UnderftancU 
ing ill the Royal Family, and reconciling the Offen¬ 
ders to the injur’d Prince. By this Man’s good Offi¬ 
ces the Emperor was perfe&ly reconcil’d to his Mo¬ 
ther and Sifter, and having eftablifh’d an agreeable 
Harmony at home, he found himfelf at leifure to 
obferve the Turks , who, in Defiance of the Peace 
lately concluded with his Father, had broken into War* 
Thrygia y where he overthrew ’em in feveral Engage- ^ th ^! he 
ments, recover’d all the Places of Importance out s * 
of their Hands, and among the reft the City of 
Lao dice a s which he fe cur’d with new Walls and o- 
ther Fortifications. After -which he laid Siege to 
So&opoUs) a confiderable Town in Vampfailia , from 
whence the Turks by their frequent Excurfions very 
much opprefs’d the Subjects of the Empire. The 
Town was ftrongly fortify’d, and almoft inacceffi- 
ble, fo that he found it difficult to force the nume¬ 
rous Garrifon by the ufual Methods of a Siege, and 
had Recourfe to a Stratagem, which had the Suc- 
cefs he defired, and made him Matter of the Town £ 

For having by a pretended Aftault drawn the Turks 
out, and by a counterfeit Flight entic'd ’em into 
an A.mbufcade, part of his Forces got between them 
and the City , and fell upon the Rear, whilft the 
other fac’d about and attack’d ’em upon the Front, 
killing great Multitudes upon the Spot, taking feve¬ 
ral Priioners, and fuffering none to efcape, but a 
few who ow’d their Lives to the Fleetnefs of their 
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'A. D. I/er had wafted Thrace, and like devouring Locufts 

1122. deftroy’d all before’em. Againft thefe the Emperor 

# nd *!° e led the Flower of the Roman Army, preparing how-' 
Scythians. ever to c i rC umvent by Fraud if poffible, rather than 

engage with fuch a Multitude of Barbarians in a 
pitch’d Battel. Accordingly he fent his Ambaffa- 
dors to the chief Captains in their Army, for eve¬ 
ry Tribe, or Clan, had its particular Commander, 
and amus’d the moft powerful among ’em fo effe¬ 
ctually with his fair Promifes and magnificent Pre- 
fents, that they were carelefly confulting among 
themfelves on what Terms they fhould grant Peace 
to a Prince, who appear’d fo willingly to pay fork ; 
when the Emperor towards the Evening fell fud- 
denly upon ’em, kill’d great Multitudes before they 
were able to defend themfelves, and forc’d the reft, 
after a refolute Oppofition, to fly, or yield them¬ 
felves Prifoners. 

This fignal Victory was fucceeded by another, ob¬ 
tain’d fhortly after over the TribaUi , or Servii , who 
having broke the League concluded with them, pro¬ 
vok’d the Vengeance of the Roman Arms againft ’em. 
Thele being likewife overcome by the Emperor,were 
either incorporated in his Legions, or tranfplanted to 
other Parts, where they were not fo capable of do¬ 
ing Mifchief for the future. 

The perfidious TribaUi being thus punifli’d by this 
active Emperor, he was fhortly after forc’d to turn 
his Victorious Anns againft the Hunns , who upon 
fome frivolous Pretences had invaded the Territories 
of the Empire. John , who thought it advifable to 
prevent and remove an Evil before it gain’d too much 
Head, forc’d ’em back over the Ifier; and paffing his 
own Army over that River, he carry’d the War into 
their own Country, where he took feveral of their 
ftrong Holds, obtain’d a confiderable Booty, forc’d 
’em to fuch a Peace as he thought fit to grant, and 
having fecur’d the Frontiers, return’d in Triumph to 
Gonft'antinogk $ where he had hardly return’d Thanks 
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for his Succefs, ■ fliewn'himfelf to his Subjeds, and 


fuffer’d his Soldiers to enjoy a fliort Refre/hment, be 
fore new Attempts of his Enemies call’d him out to 
new Adventures. 

The 1'urks, who had already leiz’d on fo many 
confiderable Branches of the Empire, ftill grafp’d at 


more ,• with confederate Forces they feiz’d on feve 

ral of the Roman Cities in Galatia , in Cilicia , and 

other Places, which this warlike Emperor did not 
only recover, but forc’d ’em to yield up others they 
had injurioufly detain’d, and did not defitt ’till he 

had matter’d all Arm mi a ; he laid Siege to Baca 
and Ana&arba, which he took, but was forc’d to rife 
from before Berrhasa in Syria y after which he took 


in other Places of Importance, and made a fruitlefs 
Expedition againft Antioch , to which he laid Claim 
by Virtue of the Treaty concluded between his 
Father and the Princes of the Crpfade : But Fowk 
Earl of Anjou , who had lately fucceeded Baldwin 
of Bruges in the Kingdom of Jerufalem y • undertook 

the Defence of the Place, and the Protedion of 




Raymond , the Earl of Poitiers Son, who had mar- 
ry’d Confiantia , Bohemond's Daughter, and by that 

means was efteem’d the lawful Prince of thofe Ter¬ 


ritories. 


The Emperor , in his Return homewards 


3 


was 

happily reconcil’d to his Brother Ifaac , who in the 
Beginning of his Reign had taken fome Difguft, and 
withdrew to the Turks, among whom he liv’d, and 
advis’d ’em to dired ^heir Incurfions with the moft 
probable Succefs. But fhortly after, as the Romans 

were about to — v iMV JL A.J A4VCU HCIT UO/IM/ ^^$ 



the Turks near Tdeo-Cajaria 
Ifaac s Son John , an arrogant in tradable Youth, de 
ferted to the Enemy, which had like to have prov’d 


the Deftrudion of the Roman Army ,* for he in 
form’d the Barbarians of the Difficulties they la¬ 
bour’d under, how their Horfes dy’d daily, and that 
there was a Scarcity of all things convenient in 
their Camp; and that he might add a greater 

Weight 
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Weight to his Information, he impioufiy renounc’d 

the Chriftian Religion, and embrac’d t he Mahome¬ 
tan Superffitions. The Turks were fo encourag'd 
by this Defection* that they fell violently upon the 
Romans as they were decamping, and kill’d great 
Numbers before the Emperor could lead 'em into a 
Place of Security. 

After this he return’d to Constantinople, where he 
was receiv’d with the ufual Acclamations by the 
Citizens, who however murmer’d frequently at the 
heavy Impofitions laid upon ’em for the Support 
of the War ,• but confidering the Money was en¬ 
tirely apply’d for the Good and Security of the 


Publick, and not diverted to any private Ufe 


3 



they 

rew afham’d of their Uneafinefs, and admir’d the 
indefatigable Induftry of their Warlike Emperor 
whofe Care for the Good of his Subje&s was more 
extenfive than his Dominions, and who thought 




it a Shame to lye idle at home, when the Seafon 

of the Year fuffer’d him to be at the Head of his 

$ 

Armies abroad. 

Hitherto the many Wars he had been ingag’d in 
concluded all honourably, and rnoft of ’em advanta- 
geoufly to the Empire, and he had no great reafon 
to accufe Fortune,* but now fhe who had To long at¬ 
tended him in all his Expeditions as a Friend, began 
90 declare againfi him. Tho’ he had frequently at¬ 


tempted Jntioch in vain, as has been before obferv’d 
and was oblig’d to come to an Agreement with the 
Latins there, yet his Ambition Till prompted him to 


endeavour the Conqueft of that renown’d City 
which had formerly appear’d like an ineftimable Dia¬ 
mond in the Crowns of his Predeceffors. Having 

fettled his Domeftick Affairs he fet forward in the 

• > 

Spring, accompany’d by his three Sons, Alexius , An- 


dronicus , and Manuel , pretending publickly that the 
Defign of his Expedition was only to fettle the Af¬ 
fairs of Armenia , to fecure his Conquefts there, and 

confirm the Cities in their Obedience ,* tho’ hisPrin- 

cip.al 




* < 


• < 


> 1 * 
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cipal Defign was, if poflible, to reunite Antioch to 
the Empire. How much Divine Providence was of¬ 
fended at his Undertakings appear’d from the great 
Lofs this Emperor fuftain’d (hortly after he had begun 
his March. For his eideft Son Alexius , whom he had 


* 

2 6y 


* 

* 




before adorn’d with the Imperial Purple, dy’d by the 
way; and Andronicm, his fecond, had hardly per¬ 
form'd the laft Office to his deceas’d Brother before he 
follow’d, to the exceeding great regret of the Empe¬ 
ror, who was ready to fink under the weight of fo 

However, being in nothing 


unexpected a Calamity. 

diverted from his intended Defigns, he proceeded firft 

into Ifauria , and from thence into Syria, having firft 
acquainted the Inhabitants of Antioch of his Arrival. 
The Citizens immediately fent an Embaffy to con¬ 
gratulate his Prefence in thofe Parts, with which he 


♦ ♦ « 




feem’d highly delighted, and promis’d himfelf an a 
greeahle Succefs; but as he drew nearer,he found he 
had great Reafon to diftruft the Integrity of the La- 

who underftanding the Defign of his Expediti- 


tms } 

on, refus’d to admit him into the City ’till he had fo 


lemnly fworn he would attempt no Innovation 
quietly depart after a fhort Refidence among 


, but 
’em. 

The Emperor having firft try’d the Temper of the Sy¬ 
rians and Cilicians , and found ’em by no means incli¬ 
nable to a Change, were forc’d to fubmit; fo that af¬ 
ter he had taken the Oath prefcrib’d, he and a few of 



his Followers was receiv’d into the City, but he was 
fo ill pleas’d with his Entertainment there, and the 
Obftinacy of the Inhabitants, who had extorted that 
Oath from him, that at his Departure he order’d his 
Soldiers to plunder the Suburbs, which he pretended 
was done through the want of Provifions in the Ar¬ 
my, though it was really contriv’d to revenge the 
Affront he thought they had put upon him. After 
this he diredfed his March towards the Confines of 

« ^ r 

Cilicia , where he feverely paid for the Outrages com 


nutted at Antioch. For as he was one Day Hunting a 

Wild Boar, having wounded him with his Spear, 


the 


enrag d 
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enrag’d Beaft bore forward upon the Weapon with 
all his Strength, and forc’d the Emperor’s Hand back 
upon the Point of a poifon’d Arrow, which hung in 
a Quiver at his Back, and gave him a flight Wound, 
The Empe- pf which he fhortly after dy’d ; for whereas at firft pro¬ 
per Remedies were not apply’d^the Strength of the Poi- 
fon prevail’d by degrees, and caus’d fuch a Swelling 


ror vpoun 

♦ 

ded mor- 

tally. 


his Hand and Arm, that at length the Phyfi 
declar’d there was no Remedy left but to cut off his 
Arm 


this the Emperor peremptorily refus’d, affirm 


* 


ing, that he -wanted both 

Emp 


Hands 


govern 



larg 


an 


A. D 
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Wherefore finding that Death was unavoidable 


2 



fent for his Son Manuel , and having fummon’d the 
chief of the Nobility to be prefent, he recounted to 
’em the Condition he found the Empire in at his Fa¬ 
ther’s Death, and in what a flouriihing State he now 

Hh speech left it. He reprefented to ’em his many Expeditions, his 

before his laborious Marches , and ViBories obtain d over fuch as had , 

Peath, ^ or a i on g t ; me before, refleBed on the Roman Arms with 

Contempt. He told ’em he was now call’d to the Enjoy - 


went of an Heavenly Kingdom , and wijh’d em 


fid i 


f a Succejfor # He added, that he had two Sons living , 
Ifaac and Manuel, and that if it might be lawful for him 

to name the Perfon he would have to fucceed him , he wouU 


e to 

that 


not fo much confider the Priority of Birth , as the Supei 
ty of Virtues , nor would he willingly leave the Em pi) 
the oldeft) but the mo ft deferving. He obferv’d, 

God was no Accepter of Perfons , that the DiBates of Na- 

en to be re - 

After that 


fare 


like the Councils of Old Women , were oft 


jeBed in things of Moment and Confey 

he proceeded to recount the differ 
and Manuel, that this was of a fed , 


Tempi 

modeft 


of Ifaac 


o fit t on 


9 


and therefore the fi. 


to lift 


> 


and receive 



fome Advice of his Friends } that on the contrary the other 
was fiery and impatient j and having appear d incapable of 
Declares Obedience he judgd him unworthy to Command i that Ma- 


hh Suceefi nuei from his Touth fetm d defignd for the Roman Em- 

that feveral notorious Prophecies and Omens declaring 

the 


fir* 
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the Divine Vleafure had mark'd out his way to it, and 
therefore that as Ifaac formerly conferr d the Birth-Right 
the younger y fo he now thought it became him to call the 


younger to the SucceJJion 

IJaac was by no means gracious to the People, and Manuel 
was moreover at this time abfent from the Army, ^ 


fo 

that they all readily agreed to receive Manuel from 
the Hands of their dying Emperor, and was accor¬ 
dingly proclaim’d and acknowledg’d fuch at the 
Head of all the Legions, the chief Officers of the 
Army obliging themfelves by molt folemn Oaths, ne¬ 
ver to obey any other. This was chiefly attribu- 

who 


Comne 
nus. 


ted to the prudent Management of Axuchus 
thought by this means, to put a flop to the Troubles 
that might otherwife hereafter arife from different 
Pretenders. 

The remaining Part of the Emperor’s Time was 

fpent in his Exhortations to Manuel , and his private 
Devotions: He liv’d not long after, but dy’d on the and dies 


eighth of April, in the twenty fifth Year of his Reign 
the fifth of Comade the Third Emperor of Germany , 
and feventh of our King Stephen, A*D. 1142. He was His cba« 
a Prince equally to be admir’d for his private Deport- rafter. 
ment as a Man, and his publick Adminiftration as 


Emperor, belov’d by the People for his frequent Do 
natives and magnificent Buildings. His Thirft after 
Glory was his moft prevailing Quality, defiring above 
all things to continue his Name down to Pofterity. 
He was an exad Obferver of Forms in his Family and 
Habit, fuffering no wanton Difcourfes in Court, no 
gaudy Dreffes, nor riotous Banquets. As he was a 
fincere lover of Virtue himfelf, fo he endeavour’d by 
his Example to encourage it in others. He was na¬ 
turally Courteous, and free of Accefs, indulging him¬ 
felf in all forts of innocent Recreations and Enter¬ 
tainments when the Affairs of State would permit. 
It is obfervable of him 




that he put none to Death 
nor infli&ed a Corporal Puni/hment on any one 

throughout his whole Reign. So that he was de- 

fervedly 
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fervedly belov'd after his Death, and efteem’d an 

Orhament to the Comnenian Family, equalling mo^ 
and excelling not a few of his Predeceffors. 

Manuel’s firft Care, after his Father's Death, was 
to confirm himfelf in the Dignity to which he had 
been advanc'd. He was afraid left his Brother Ifaac , 
who was then at Confiantinople, fhould upon the firft 
notice of his Advancement declare againft him, to 
which he thought the Imperial Treafure and Orna¬ 
ments were no fmall Inducements. He therefore im¬ 
mediately fent away Axuchus , who had Orders to fe. 


Cure Ifaac, U puiiiuiw , u\* iwt v iiw uau v. c* v. k J i i 

any Alterations ,• in which that faithful Minifter fuc- 



poffible 


before he had time to attempt 


ceeded fo effectually, that he fuddenly feiz’d on 


the 


unregarded Prince, and fhut him up into a Mona- 
fiery, where he in vain exclaim'd againft the Inju- 
ftice he had receiv'd, and declar'd his Right to the 
Empire ,* whilft Axuchus was intent upon fettling the 
Affairs at Court, upon reconciling the Minds of the 
People to the new Emperor, and preparing for his 
publick Entry, which he made amid ft the loud Ac¬ 
clamations of the Inhabitants, who receiv'd him joy¬ 
fully, both for his Father's fake, and the Reputation 
he had acquir'd for his own Valour, Prudence and 


Bravery. 


He had a lively Countenance, a 


manly 


Stature, and a Complexion rather Swarthy than Fair, 
but what was very becoming • and the Citizens at 
that time difcover'd feveral imaginary Graces in his 
Perfon 


y 


which had before pafs'd unobferv’d. 


Being 


Crown'd by the Hands of the Patriarch, and recon¬ 
cil'd to his Brother Ifaac , who promis'd an implicit 
Obedience for the fucure, he turn'd his Eyes towards 
the Eaft, where the Turks renew'd their Inroads, and 
Raimond , Prince of Antioch , encroach'd upon the Ro¬ 


man Territories in Cilicia . Andraniens and Frufuchm 

fent to obferve Raimond , and the Emperor 


were 


march’d in Perfon againft the Infidels, from whom 
he recover'd fuch Places as they had feiz’d in Vhrygia } 
and other Parts, and engaging with 'em ac Fhilomeli - 
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ft 

ft 

ft 

he receiv’d a Wound in his Foot; notwithftand 

which he continu’d the War, and fate down be 
fore Iconium it felf, from whence however he was 
fhortly after forc’d to rife, and return in a diforder 

manner home, where he began by fome unwor 


271 


um 

ing 


* 

4 



thy Adions, to render himfelf unacceptable to the 
People 


He had marry’d Gertrude y Sifter-in-Law to ibeGxttib 


Conrade the German Emperor, who 


Was not fo Care- Writers 

call her 


fill by artificial tranficory Beauties to adorn her Body* Eken& 
as by folid Virtues to enrich her Mind ; which alie¬ 
nated the Affedions of the youthful Emperor from 

her, who continu’d 

ufual Enfigns of Emp 
Bed, and wantonly 

Theodora , 


to her her Guards, and the other 


Manud^s 


but abftain’d from her Mmim 
d with his own Niece 


to the great Scandal of his Dignity and ftfllZ. 


Profeffion 

Knowing how much fuch an Adion would raife 
the Indignation of his Subjects againft him, he en¬ 
deavour’d to foften ’em by his continu’d Application 

Mini- 
. and 


ble to the 
People* 


to the Affairs of State, by his Choice of fuch 
fters 


he, knew were acceptable to the People 


by his great Charity, Affability, and Magnificence, 

degenerated" into the moft 


which however in time 
fordid Parfimony and Aufterity 

About this Time Ambaffadors arriv'd at Conftantino- 
ple from the German Emperor, and fuch other Princes 
as had undertaken the Second Crufade to the Holy 
Land. Their Bufinefs was to defire in their Matters 


A. 

1 id 



» * 


Name a free Paffage for their Troops through the 
Territories of the Empire, with a fupply of Forage 
and Provifion. The Emperor, tho’he was infinitely 
jealous, receiv’d the Ambaffadors tolerably well, ex« 
toli’d that generous and moft Chriftian Temper in 
their Matters, and promis’d ’em a Sufficiency of all 
things they could defire, provided they infulted none 
of his Subjeds in their Paffage. Notwithftanding this 
fair Anfwer he mutter’d all his Forces, and in a fee 
Speech told his chief Officers how much reason he had to 
dfirtfi the Wefiern Chffiians 3 who he fear'd would appear 

Wolves 


l 




Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing . He reprelented to ’em the 

Numbers and Inclinations of tbefe Adventurers , that they 
Were perfidious , cruel , and revengeful ; that they ufually 
made War before they had declard it ; and feem’d by his 

Speech, rather to animate the Minds of his Soldiers 
for an Engagement with their Enemies, than to pre- 
pare 'em for a friendly Reception of their Fellow- 
Chriftians, who had arm’d themfelves for no other 
purpofe, but to drive the implacable Infidels farther 
from their Doors. 

Bis trea- When he had thus deliver’d himfelf to the Army, 

sherous be - j ie difmifs’d part of it to meet the Emperor, not fo 

tfomflern muc h out °f Refpecft or Honour, as to obferve his 

grimes 0 Motions, and the reft he retain’d for the Defence of 

the City, which he fecur’d with new Fortifications, 
and behav’d himfelf as one who expecfted to be be- 
fieg’d by his Enemies, and not vifited by his Friends. 
Thofe he had fent out to attend the Emperor Con - 
rade y carry’d with them that Spirit he had inftill’d 
into ’em • for they omitted no Opportunity of in¬ 
commoding the Germans in their March, fo that fre¬ 
quent Differences arofe between ’em, which often 
ended in Blows, and Blood was drawn on bothfides. 
The Emperor had commanded ’em to difpofe them¬ 
felves in Ambufcades on both fides of the Army in 
their March, and to kill, as they did without Mer¬ 
cy, fuch as ftraggled never fo little from the Body 
of the Army, which for that Reafon, not being able 
to march at any Compafs, fuffer’d extreamly for 
want of Provifions 5 and when the Greeks , by the 
Emperor’s Permiffion, fold any to the neceffitous 
Germans , they firft mingled Quick-lime among the 
Flower, which was to make Bread for the Soldiers, 
who being extream hungry had not time to difeover 
the cruel Cheat, by which means a ftrange Mortali¬ 
ty rag’d among ’em. But this was not all ^ the 
Gates of all the Towns in their Paffage were by the 
Emperor's Order Ihut againft ’em, and when they 
went to buy their Victuals from the Inhabitants upon 




t 
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they were 






to fend their Mo- 
ney up in Baskets let down for that purpofe, which 
when the treacherous Villains had received, they re¬ 
turn'd only Derifion inftead of Commodities in Ex¬ 
change for their Silver. In a Word* there was nd 
Villany omitted, which either the Emperor himfelf 
did not a d againft ’em, or committed to the Con 
dud of others ,• that thereby their Pofterity might 


I 


for ever hereafter be deterr'd from invading the Ter 

ritories of the Empire. 

And that nothing might be wanting to compleat 
the Ruin of an Army, which otherwife might 







o 


3 


fily have triumph'd over all the Eaft, Manuel , fo 
foonas he underftood what Preparations were ma¬ 
king for this fecond Grufade, fecretly acquainted 
Mamut 5 the Nephew of S&lyman , Sultan of Icotiium 3 
with it, and prefs'd him vigoroufly to take up Arms 
againft this Army of the Crufades which he was 
like to have upon his Hands < whereupon the Sul 
tan immediately fentto all the Princes of his Nati 
on to join in Defence of their common Intereft a 
gainft the Chriftians, and before one could wel! 
think it poffible, had a rrioft formidable Army rais'd 
and lent to his Affiftance. 

■ 

By thefe Artifices Manuel effedied the Ruin of 
an Army, which might otherwife have been in 
vincible, whereby he has render'd his Name odi 
ous to all Pofterity \ and was in fome meafure 
punifli'd by a War which about that time broke'out 
between him and Roger , Ring of Sicily, That Prince, 
preferving the hereditary Averfion his Family had with Ro 
conceiv'd againft that of Manuel , omitted no Op- S er &”£ 
portunities of annoying the Emperor. Wherefore Sicily, 

taking the Advantage of fome Difcontents among 
the Inhabitants of Carcyra y who thought themfelves 
opprefs'd by too heavy .Exadions, he firft feiz'd on 
that, and then coafting along without Control, he 
took Corinth , Thebes 5 and moft of the principal 

Towns in which he 
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part of the Spoil among his Soldiers* return’d laden 
home with the reft. 

/ 

Manuel was at once affli&ed and provok’d at thefe 
Proceedings* and breathing nothing but Revenge, 
declar’d War againft the Sicilians . Accordingly he 
colle&ed all the Standing-Forces of the Empire 


m 

■■i 




$ 






into one Body 


rais’d 


new Levies both of Horfe 


and Foot* mann’d out a formidable Fleet* invited 
the Venetians into his Affiftance* and declar’d Ste- 


y 

k 

k 
t 


[•' * 


$ 


i» 


pben and 


Axuchus 


Generals in chief againft 


ger 


tho’ he follow’d fhortly after in 


Perfon 


* 


Rq - 

know- 


j’.v 

♦ ul 

I 


ing how much his Prefence would animate the Sol¬ 
diers* and began the War with the Siege of Corcyra , 
or Corfu * the chief Town in the Bland fo nam’d. 
Here obferving the ftrong Situation of the Place, 
that it was fecured with ftrong Walls* and thofe 
Walls defended with convenient Towers, he was 
enrag’d at the Treachery of his Men, who luffer’d 
it to fall with fo much Eafe into the Hands of Re- 

At firft he fummon’d the Garrifon to furrender 


I* 

! n 


'*3 

•A* 

'-3 
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ger 


} 


who anfwering him no otherwife than with Show¬ 
ers of Arrows from the Walls* he gave Orders for 
an Affault* which was pufh’d on with great Brave¬ 
ry by the Romans, ’till having loft great Numbers of 
their Men* and Stephen their General among the 
reft* they were oblig’d to retire. Shortly after the 
Romans renew’d the Attack* in which the Empe¬ 


ror loft four hundred of the beft Men in his Army, 
which Calamity was fucceeded by another of a 
more fatal Confequence ^ for tho’ Manuel had from 
the Beginning taken all neceflary Precautions to 
prevent any Mifunderftanding between the Romans 
and his Auxiliary Venetians * yet there arofe between 
em an unhappy Quarrel* which beginning in fome 


trivial Difputes* ended at length in Blood *• for 

when Axuchus found the Venetians would not be 
brought to Reafon by fair Means, he drew out the 
Roman Guards againft’em* and drove’em to their 
Ships ^ whither when they were forc’d* after much 

Slaugh- 


o 
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Slaughter on both Sides, they renewed the Fight by 

and having burnt feveral of the Emperor’ 


Ships, they feiz’d on the Admiral 


3 


board of which 


they adorn’d a profligate Black with the Imperial 


Ornaments 
Emperor, 


and with a mock Solemnity faluted him 
in Derifion of Manuel, who, as we ob- 

Tho’ 


ferv’d before, was of a fwarthy Complexion, 
the Emperor was highly provok’d at this Indignity 
yet dreading the Effects of a popular Commotion 


3 


3 


‘ t 




and with a wonderful Diffimulation 


cealing h 


\ 

* 

i 


Referttments for the prefent, he fent fome of their 
Nation, who had the Honour to be employ’d near 


his own 


Perfon 


3 


with Offers of an Accommo 


r* 

V 


dation, and Promifes of Forgivenefs for what 
paft, provided they would return to a Participa 


tion 


8 

vlS. 


of the War. and once more 


3 


their Arms 


/ 


8 


with his againft him he call’d their common 



\ 



By this prudent Condefcenfion a Pacifica- 
|tion was effected, the Siege renew’d, and the Town 
affaulted both by Sea and Land ; ’till the Befieg’d 
who had made 


i 




of Roger 


Defence fo long as they 
d any Hopes of Relief, but defpairing now 


a vigorous 


Affiftance 


furrender’d upon honourable 


c i u jl jl uau j iUilVtiUVi. v* uj/v/i* a. ivijvuiaun 

IConditions, and fome of ’em entring into the Em 




peror 


Pay 


3 


among whom was Theodor us Capella 


ms, who had been their Governor, the reft return’d 
linto 


Sici ly 


ft 




The Emperor leaving a ftrong Garrifon in the 
Town, which he found now to be of fo confide- 
rable a Confequence, prepar’d to carry the War 
into Sicily it felf, but was overtaken by a Storm, 


which difperft his Fleet, funk feveral of his Ships 
and fuffer’d himfelf and the Tranfports to efcape 
with great Difficulty to Aulon , from whence he 
march’d with fome of the choiceft Troops of his 
Army againft the Servians , who taking their Ad¬ 
vantage from the prefent Troubles, had r infefted 


the 


hbouring Provinces of the Empire 


> 


and 


committed the Profecution of the Sicilian War to 


§ 
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the 
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as 


taught him, that his whole Thoughts were bent upon 

his Efcape, which would make him capable of de¬ 
claring himfelf more openly againft the Emperor * 

And tho’ he effe&ed it (horriy after, yet he was pre 
fently taken again, and more feverely handled than 
before ,* ’till a forc’d Submiffion reconcil'd him for the 
prefent to the Emperor, tho’ in the Iffbe he made it 
appear that he was of a Nature not to be oblig’d, 
fiiall be fhown in its proper Place. 

In the mean time Manuel having by the Pope’s In- A . D. 
tervention, concluded a Peace with Roger , and in a 1162. 
great meafure check’d the unquiet Hungarians , took a Manuels 
Progrefs into the Eaft; and marching through Arme - An doch. 
nia arriv’d at Antioch, where the Inhabitants receiv’d 
him openly with much Refpedfc, yet they beheld him 
with an unfriendly and jealous Eye. The Defign of 
this Expedition was rather to {how himfelf to the 
Eaftern Provinces,than affed any thing material there ; 
for having continu’d feme time at Antioch , where he 
was entertain’d with Shows and Feftivals, he return’d 


to Constantinople ,• but was affaulted by the Turks in his 


PafTage 


5 


who kill’d feveral of his Men, and took part 




of his Equipage. 

'Being arriv’d at Confiantinople , and angry at the late His Beha- 

Behaviour of the Turks , he began to -reflect on the viom ' t0 - 
Pofture of their Affairs in Afia minor , where they ftill 
maintain’d their Dominion, tho’ notfo extenfive as it 
had been formerly : For a War breaking out between 
Solyman s Succeffor, and Mu fat , Sultan of Iconium , it 
ferv’d very much to the weakening of their Nation. 

This happen’d in the* Reign of the late Emperor, who 
affifting the one againft the other, was in the end 
deceiv’d by both. But Mufat in time getting the 
whole Kingdom of the Turks into his Hands, at his 


Death divided it among his three Sons ; to Clifafihlan 
his Eldeft he bequeath’d Iconium ft he Metropolis, with 
all its Dependances ,* to Jagupafan his Second, or ra 
thee his Sonrin-Law, he gave Amafia , Ancyra , with 
she fruitful Country of Cappadocia , and the adjacent 
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Territories^ but the rich Cities of Cafarla and Sebafila 
he allotted to Dadunes his Youngeft. Thefe Brethren 
being thus in Pofleffion of their Father’s Kingdom 


Is 


formerly belonging to the Roman Empire, fell 
quickly among the&ifelves ; the Sultan of Iconkm 
Peeking the Deftru&ion of Jagupafan y who was in 
fluenc’d by the fame Thoughts againft him 


The 


Emperor in the mean time fate ftill as an idle Spe&a, 
tor, wilhing the Deftru&ion of both, and privately 
incens’d the one againft the other, tho’ at length he 
more openly favour’d Jagupafan , who by vertue 
his Afliftance overthrew his Brother, and obtain’d 



a memorable VicStory 


him 


3 


fo that the Sultan 


grown weary of the Quarrel, not only courted the 
Emperor’s Favour by his Ambaffadors, but went 
in Perfon to Constantinople y where he was honoura¬ 
bly receiv’d, and treated with all the Magnificence 
imaginable. . 1 

Among other Entertainments contriv’d for the mu¬ 
tual Diverfion of the two Princes, a bpfie Turk under 
cook to fly the 

cia'l Wings, and to take his Flight from the Top 
the Tower which flood in the Hypodrome . The whole 
World were furpriz’d and intent upon (o defperate an 
Undertaking, the Emperor himfelf diffuading him 
from it, and the Sultan doubtful of the Event. The 
Time appointed being come, the Undertaker appear’d 


* 
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’ 


Space of a Furlong by vertue of artifi 



the Ti 


rret, having a large white Garment on, 
gather’d into many Foldings for the better Reception 
of the Wind ,• and having for fome time fufpended the 


Expecfla 


of the Beholders, who derided him 


3 


and 


provok’d him at length to perform what he had 



unadvifedly promis’d 




he 


d a while with his 


Arms, as Birds do with their Wings, the better to 
gather the Wind, and committed himfelf with bis 
vain Hopes to the Air y but inftead of mounting as 

had promis’d, like Icarus of old, he tumbled head 




ong down with fuch a Force that he broke his Neck 


i 


his 


A r m 


* 

3 


and Legs, with almoft'every Bone 


his 


Bod} 
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Body, to the great'Satisfaction of the Citizens, who 


with 


hofpitable Freedom 


the Turks when 

ever they met 'em, for this extravagant Attempt of 
their Country-man; 'till the Emperor, who obferv’d 

the Sultan to be inwardly difpleas'd at their Infolence, 
commanded a Stop to be put to it. 

After this, the Emperor, who was willing to make 

the Sultan Witnefs of his prodigious Wealth, fhow’d 
him his Treafury, and gratify'd him with fo many 
Royal Prefents, that the Turks pretended he knew not 
which to admire moft, the abundant Riches or mag 
nificent Liberality of the Emperor. In Token of 
Thankfulnefs he embrac'd ManueL call'd him Father, 


and promis'd at his Return to drive Dadunes out of 
Sebaftia , and reftore it to the Emperor. Part of this 
Promife he carefully obferv’d, for being return’d to 
Iconium he rais'd an Army with which he drove Da¬ 
dunes out of Sebaftia , and having feiz'd on the Domi¬ 
nions of Jagupafan, who dy'd at the Beginning of the 
War, and by that means render'd himfelf Matter of 
all the Turks held in Jfia minor , he forgot all former 
Courtefies; and feeing himfelf at the Head of a power¬ 
ful Empire, he invaded Manuel's Territories, from 
whom he took Laodicea in Thrygia , with the adjacent 


Territories, plundering and deftroying all that lay 
before him, killing the moft refolute, and leading the 




reft into Captivity 

Manuel^ who thought at firft he had oblig’d a 
Friend, found now on the contrary that he had arm'd 


Enemy againft him ,• wherefore 


to reprefs the 
Outrages of the perfidious Turks, he pafs'd with a 
powerful Army oyer into Afta, where finding the 


/ 


Barbarians rov'd up and down at their Pleafure, he 
thought fit to fortifie Dorylauw, the better to reftrain 
their Incurfions; and that his Soldiers might with 
more Chearfulnefs undertake the Work, he carry’d 
the firft Basket of Stones himfelf, which ferv'd as an 
Example to the reft, fo that in a fhorc time the City 


was defended with ftrong Walls and deep Ditches 


* 


T 



maugrg 



2&Q 
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The (Roman 





» 


maugre all the Qppofition of the Turks, who conti 


nualiy alarm’d the Romans, and endeavour’d to drive 
era from their Works. With the like Care and In- 

and 


3 




^ • 

duftry he fortify’d Subleum, another ftrong Hold 

having left fufficient Garrifons in both* he return’d to 
Conftantinofle . Thefe Garrifons very much gaol’d the 
Turks, notwithstanding which they continu’d their 

Hoftilities and Incroachments upon the Borders. 
This oblig’d the Emperor to expoftulate with the 
Sultan, to remind him of the great Benefits he had 
receiv’d from him* and to reprove him for his Un 



ratitude. Thefe Complaints of the Emperor were 
anfwer’d by Complaints as earneftly urg’d from the 
Sultan, who vehemently upbraided Manuel for his 
Unconflancy* and Breach of Promife* but infifted 


on 


nothing fo much as his fortifying thofe Places 


contrary 


3 


as he faid, to the League between ’em. 


3 


This Difpofition in the two Princes* and their mu¬ 
tual Remonftrances* were look’d upon as the Preludes 
of an enfuing War j for they were both Men 
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Refolution* impatient of Injuries* and revengeful 


The Sultan was more cautious and circumfpedf 
managing all by his Lieutenants** the Emperor more 


3 


fiery 


3 


open, 


' J JUHi V/ * W 

and adventurous* being the firft to 


and 

And 


reftrain the Encroachments of his Neighbours* 
fighting in Ferfon at the Head of his Armies: 
now finding the Sultan was not to be oblig’d by fair 
means* he rais’d fuch an Army* confifting of Latins 
and Scythians as well as of his own Subjects* as if he 
intended not only to revenge the Affronts he had 
receiv’d from the prefent Sultan* but to call him 


to 


an 


Account for all the Injuries his 


Prede- 

ceffors and the Rowan Empire had fuftain’d from 

the whole Nation* 

rirpate. 


which he prepar’d utterly to ex- 


Wich thefe Thoughts, and at the Head of his nu¬ 
merous Forces, the angry Emperor pafs’d over into 


fi a 9 directing his Marches with much Care and 
QrGumfpediion* for fear of any fudden Atttempt 

- ‘ ■ - - - - • • ; froms 
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from the Barbarians* and drawing a Trench where 

ever he lodg'd his Army. The Turks in the mean 
time /bowing them/elves in final! Parries* and watch¬ 
ing their Advantages* infttlted fometimes one Parc 

of the Army* and fometimes the other* deftroying 
the Forage* and infe&ing the Water* where-eve£ 
they knew the Emperor was to pafs *• which ex 
ceedingly incommoded the Romans, who dy'd daily 
of the Flux. 

In the mean time the Sultan, having receiv'd a 

powerful Affiftance from th ePerJtans, thought fit* be 
We he had Recourfe to the Extremities of War* to 




try the Emperor by his Ambaffadors* who demanded 
: Peace of him* and that upon fuch Terms as he 



a 

■K 

I 

s 

| 

t’ 


fiiould think fit to grant. This made Manuel 

to fummon a Council of War*- in which they who 
were the rnoft experienc'd in the Wars advis'd that the 
Sultan's Offers ought to be embraced, that an ho¬ 
nourable Peace ought to be preferr'd to the Dangers 
and Uncertainties of War* as confifting more with 
the Emperor's own Honour* and the Safety of the 


H 


Empire. In this they were with great Vehemence 
oppos'd by the young unskiful Courtiers* who ha- 




•i 



ving hardly ever heard the Sound of a Trumpet* but 
pulh'd on by a falfe ill-grounded Courage, declar'd 
aloud for the War j to whom the unfortunate Em¬ 
peror adher'd* and difmifs'd the Ambaffadors with a 

arrogant Anfwer : And when the Sultan once 
more courted him to a Peace* he made no other 

Reply* but that he would come and let him know his 

'(Pleafure at Iconium. 

The Sultanj perceiving the Emperor deaf to all Mo¬ 
rions of a Reconciliation* feiz’d on the Straits of Zi- 
brica * through which the Romans were to pafs in their 


ManueH 


s 


Indijcreti - 


on 


§ 

l 




l 

l 

s 
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Removal from Myriocephalcn * an old ruinous Caftle^ 

and of a Name ominous to the Romans , as it appear'd 
afterwards by the Event. The Entrance into thefe 
Straits was by a long Valley* flank’d on each Side by 
high Mountains and craggy Rocks* which at once 

afforded 




r 
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afforded a painful and amazing Palfage to the Tra -1 

vellen j 

In an inaufpicious Hour the defperate Emperor 

enter’d this Valley, having neither provided for the 

clearing of the Paffages, nor Safety of the Carriages, 

hut marching as through a plain and open Country, 

thp’ he had been affur’d before that the Turks were 

ftrongly poffefs’d both of the Straits and Mountains, 

in order to difpute his Palfage. So that the Romans 
were no fooner enter’d, but the Turks poured deadly 

Showers of Arrows upon ’em from the Mountains 
and broken Cliffs, which did the Execution they 
defired. However they of the Van-guard calling 
themfeives into the Form of a Wedge, and having 
join’d their Targets in the manner of a Pent-houfe 
clofe over their Heads, by degrees drove the Turks 
out of thofe Straits, and forc’d ’em farther up into 
the Mountains ,• and having recover’d the Top of a 
Hill they there encamp’d themfeives, waiting for the 
reft to join ’em. 

In this manner the whole Army might probably 
have pafs’d, had they not been encumber’d by their 
Carriages, which lengthen’d their March, and gave 
the Turks time to fall like a Torrent upon ’em from 
the Mountains, which put ’em into the greateft Con- 
fufion; for being continually prefs’d by the growing 

tsccafom Multitudes of their Enemies, who had the Advan* 
the Lofs (j tage of the Ground againft ’em, they were by de- 

kt& Army. g rees hernm’d in on every fide, and had not Power 

left either to retreat or advance, but fell a Sacri¬ 
fice to the Emperor’s Indifcretion, and the Fury 
of the Barbarians. The Slaughter was fo great, 
that the Vallies were in a manner cramm’d with 
dead Bodies, and the Rivers overflow’d with Blood. 
Men and Beads, Chriftians and Turks , the Valiant 
and the Coward, lay together in promifcuous Heaps,* 
for during the Action a violent Wind rais’d the Sand 
of that defart Country as into a thick Darknefs, fo 

that both Sides fought with.an undiftinguifhing Fury, 

killing 







killing Friend and Foe in that horrible Confufion. 
The Emperor/ whofe Courage was equal to his Fol¬ 
ly, feeing the Day irrecoverably loft , forc’d his 
Way, with fuch as h^td the Boldnefs to follow him, 
through the thickeft Ranks of his Enemies, and bore 
off with him the vifible Marks of the Danger he 
had efcaped. Being thus difingag’d, he mov’d di« 
redly towards the Vanguard of his Army, and ob- 
ferv’d fometimes as he pafs’d along fome of his own 
Subjeds and moft intimate Friends befet and over¬ 
power’d by the prevailing Turks , without being able 
to ftay and relieve ’em $ at others he was forc’d to 
ride over the Bodies of his neareft Relations, either 
dead or dying, who with a dumb Horror feverely 
reproach’d him for his fatal Indifcretion. However 
at length, with much Difficulty, he efcap’d to the 
advanc’d Legions ,• where wounded, weary, and 
ready to faint for Thirft, he commanded Water to 
be brought him from a neighbouring Stream, which 
when he had tafted, and perceiving it to be inferr¬ 
ed, with a deep Sigh he faid , How unfortunately haw 
I tafted of Chriftian Blood ; to which a mutinous Sol¬ 
dier, who overheard him, inftantly reply’d, This is 

not the firft Time , O Emperor , thou baft drunk the Blood 
of Chriftians , hut didft even then drink of it to an In¬ 
toxication , when firft by thy cruel ExaBions thou didft 
opprefs and devour thy needy SubjeBs. Tho’ this re¬ 
proachful Speech imbitter’d the Senfe of his pre¬ 
sent Calamities, yet knowing how juftly he had 

deferv’d it, he pafs’d it by in Silence, as if he had 
not heard it. 

Shortly after this, Andronicus Contoftephanus , and 

fuch other Officers as had commanded in the Rear, 
and efcap’d the Fury of the Turks , came up to the 
Emperor ; and he had now time to refled: on the 
many Brave Men he had loft, and the Danger he 
was in. Among the {lain were reckon’d Baldwin the 
Emperor’s fecond Wife Matildas Brother, and Ma¬ 
nuels own Nephew- Andronicus Batata ; who march¬ 
ing 




/ 
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were fill’d up, the Vallies rais’d into Hills, and the 
Forefts lay cover’d with the CarcalTes of the Slain z 
Every Man, as he paft by, call’d with a doleful Voice 
upon his Friends and Acquaintance, whom he had 
loft,* and they were all fo touch’d with that inex- 
_ preftible Scene-of Woe^ that they once more feem’d 

to be. furrounded by the mercilefs Turks, and again 

to repeat thofe Dangers they had lately with fo much 
Difficulty efcap’d. 

Having at length pafs’d thofe doleful Straits, the 

Turks appear’d again in their Rear,* for the Sultan, 
repenting that he had fuffer’d the Prey to efcape 
out of his Hands, gave leave to fuch as wouldVto 
purfue ’em, who flew many of ’em, efpecially of 
the Sick and Wounded, who could not keep up with 
the reft. After many Inconveniences, the Emperor 

re conduced the. Army to C horns, where he diftri- 

buted 
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buted Money among thoft that were wounded, and 
having difcharg’d ’em proceeded forward to YhiUdeU 

where he ftaid fome time to refrefh himfelf 
and attend the Cure of his Wounds. 

Among other Conditions of the Peace, which the 



One 


was 


Subl 


cum 


Emperor had oblig’d himfelf to obferve, 

That the Fortifications of Doryloeum and 
fhould be raz’d : This the Emperor, being now out 
of Danger, and confidering the great Importance 


of thofe two Places, was very unwilling to per 
form ,* however he did it by halves, difmantling Sub - 
leum 3 but continuing Dory locum in the fame Condi¬ 
tion it was in before the Wars ; and when the Sultan 
exhorted him: by his Ambafifadors to a better Obfer- 

of the Treaty, he anfwer’d, 7 hat what had hem 


extorted from him during his Necejjit 

Force , and therefore refus’d a Compl 


could 




At which 


the Sultan was fo enrag’d, that he fent Atapacus, at 
the Head of twenty four thoufand of his beft Sol¬ 
diers, to wafte and deftroy all the Provinces and 
Cities without Diftindiion down to the.Sea-fide 
ftrl&ly commanding him. as a Proof of his Obedi 


3 


ence 


bring him fome of the Sea Water 


Oar, 

and fome of the Sand. Thefe Orders were executed 
with fo much Refolution, that Atapachus immedi¬ 
ately laid all Vhrygia wafte , fparing neither Man, 

he was returning with 


Woman 


nor Child 


but 


For 


) 


prodigious Booty, he was met in his Paifage 
the River Meander by fome of the Emperor’s 
ces, who had been pofted there for that purpofe 
and who cut him off together with his whole Ar 
my, and recover’d the Prey. The Turks were ^ 
dilpirited by this Overthrow, that they grew lefs 
arrogant for the future, tho’ they never obferv’d 



any 


Peace 


5 


but watch’d all Opportun 


for en¬ 


larging their Dominions. 

Manuel having thus in fome meafure fecur’d himfelf 
and the Empire from the Turks , was too jealous and 
a&ive to enjoy long the Tranquility his late Dangers 

had 
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had purchas’d 



3 


** i 

Frederick the Firft, furnam’d Barba 
was at that time Emperor of Germany y who ha 
vfng pacify’d the Affairs of that Country, and made 
the States of Italy fubmit to his Pleafure, appear’d as 
a dangerous Rival to the diftruftful Manuel ; who was 
fenfible,that if any one Prince fhould become abfolute 
in the Weft, he might eafily ihfult the Eaftern Em¬ 
pire, which had been fo confiderably weaken’d by the 
prevailing Power of the Barbarians.' Of this he had 
been aware long before, and therefore maintain’d, at 
a vaft Expence, his Penfioners in moll of the Italian 
Courts, by which means there was fcarce any thing 
tranfa<fted even in the Conclave of which he had not 
an Account. By his Munificence he had brought 

the Venetians 


► r- 


X 
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Genoefe 


3 


the Vifansy and the Inhabitants 


u 

f 

\ 


f 

* 
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of Ancona to his Intereft^ and of thofe he made fre¬ 
quent ufe to embarafs Frederick's Affairs. Frederick , 
who was fenfible of this Proceeding, knew not how 
to declare himfelf openly againft Manuel , but fate 
down before Ancona y of which he pretended to be the 

Lord in 


•v > 


chief, and which 


he knew was particularly 
inclin’d to the Eaftern Emperor. The Siege lafted 
longer than was at firft expected, and the Germans 
were at length forc’d to quit it, the Inhabitants 


dergoing with great Chearfulnefs all the Difficulties 
attending a Siege, to which they were encourag’d 
by Manuel's Ambaffadors, who continu’d all the while 
within the Town. 

f 

We have nothing elfe confiderable of this Emperor 
’till his Death, except that, of an ill Emperor, he, 
in the latter End of his Reign, fee up for a worfe Mangel«s 
Divine,* proceeding fo far in the Heat of his Dif- UfrDivins 
putes, as to defend even fom° 


of Mahomet 


Abfur 


3 


dities. This created great Divifions in the Churchy 
whilft feme adher’d to the Truth out of Confcience 
fake, and others, blinded by their Intereft, implicitly 
follow’d the Emperor : But Death fhortly after put 
n End to thefe Difputes, which he manag’d with 



much Application 


o 


He 
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ommit theblackeft and mod horrid Crimes upon oc 
afion of the f'econd Crufade, and thereby renderd 

iis Name eternally infamous to the who^e Earth. 

Mamet being dead, he was fucceeded by his Son A- Alexius 

Uxius Comnenas , a Child of about twelve Years of Age, IL 

who had the Name of Emperor, but the Authority 
refted in his Mother, and fuch of his Father’s Relati¬ 
ons as /he thought fit to truft - b who govern’d the Em- 


ill 


pire no better than Vhaeton is faid to have guided the 


Chariot of the Sun the young Prince in the mean Minifry ^ 

time being fuffer’d to indulge himfelf in his Pleafures, proves the 
unable to difeern what would contribute in oft to the R t um °f. 

the young 


Honour and Reputation of the Empire,or what would 
prove moft prejudicial to it: Whilft they, who ma¬ 
nag’d the Affairs, ftudy’d nothing lefts than the Care 
of his Education, and follow’d every one his private 
Intereft and particular Inclinations. Some, who were 
taken with the Beauty of the young Emprefts, for 
which ftie was worthily celebrated, made their Court- 
ihipto her, and fpent their Time in Gallantries, and 
amorous Amufements: others enrich’d themfelves out 


of the publick Treafury,* and a third fort, who werd 


Emperor 



v. •* 


aim-* 


the ltioft dangerous, had greater Things in 
ing at nothing lefts than the Empire it felf. 

Whilft the Court was thus taken up, and no Re¬ 
gard was had to the publick Affairs, the Turks with 
out any Reftiftance invaded the Frontiers, and took; 

and 
Em- 


SiJz,opolis , with feverai other Towns in 

encroach’d upon the Provinces 




pire * this rais’d in the People a general Difiike to 
the preftent Government, and prepar’d ’em for any 

Innovation. 

Among thofte who endeavour d to gain the Affecti¬ 
ons of the Emprefts, no one fucceeded fo well as A- 
lexius , at that time Frefident of the Council, and near¬ 
ly related to the Emperor, with whom he was thought 
to be more familiar than confided with her Honour, 
&nd that by her Affiftance he hop’d to be advanc’d to 

the Imperial Dignity, which was judg’d no difficult 


U 


matter 
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mofi, and.to die rather than fee the young Emperor in fo 
notorious a manner injulttd. T- hcfe Letters had <the 4 r 

defired Effect : Andronicut was confider’d as a Man of 
great Experience, and the only Perfon fit to reform 
the Abufes of State. Being inform’d by his Emiffa- 
ries at Court of the Peoples Difpofuion towards him, 

he left iOeneum, and mov’d towards Cotsfiantimple ; de- Androni- 

daring* where-ever he came* That he was marching 
in Obedience to.the Oath made to the late Emperor* Confiaa- 
and to redeem Alexius out of the Hands of his Ene- tinople, 
mies* who like fenfual Brutes fed upon the Fat of the 
Land. In this manner he came as far as Vdpblagonia, . e 

being receiv’d by the'People as their Deliverer and 
Defender ; for he had a Tongue fo fluent* that he was 
able to"convince the moft obftinate* and foften the 


: Barbarian : His Words v were attended with Tears* 
which flow’d as it were from two Fountains* and com- 
migrated the deplorable Condition of his Coun¬ 
try , that call’d aloud for his Affiftance. The Numbers 
of thofe Country People* that were by thefe Artifi¬ 
ces drawn over to him in his March* were incredible* 
fo that no one dare to oppofe him ’till he came into 
Bithynia * where John Ducas * Governor of Nice y fliut 
the Gates againft him* as an Enemy of the State ; 
The fame Treatment he met with at Nicomedia ; 
motwithftanding which he continu’d his March* and 
having*^ near a Caftle call’d Char ace, defeated Andro - 
mens Angelas, whom the Prefident had fent out a- 

gainft him* he proceeded forward* encamp’d a little 
above Chalcedony almoft oppofite, and in fight of Con - 

ftantitiople. - . 

The Citizens were by this generally prepar’d for his 
Reception* courting him by Letters* and urging him 
to befpeedy in the Execution of his juft and honoura¬ 
ble Defigns*- for the Prefident had fo provok’d ’em by 
his Tyrannical Proceedings* his Arbitrary Exa&ionsj 
and Cruel Oppreffions* that he was univerfally deteft- 
ed by them *• particularly Mary * the young Emperor’s 

Sifter by the Mother’s fide* who was highly offended 

U 2 to 
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to fee the vafl; Treafure, which her Royal Progeni¬ 
tors had been fo long hoarding up, and the Empire it 
felf become a Prey to the Ambition of one Man, and 
the Luft of a Woman, to whom fhe had always ex- 


prefs’d an irreconcileable Averfion, ftirr’d up the Peo- 
a Sedition pie againft ’em, and rais’d a Sedition, which occafi- 
in the Cuy, on ^ c | t ^ Q fpjHi n g G f much Blood, and was with great 

Difficulty appeas’d. The Prefident perceiving how 
unable he was to contend with Andronicus by Land, 
had in the mean time mann’d out the Imperial Fleer, 
which was committed to the Conduct of Contoftepha- 
nusy who claim’d it as his Right, and was order’d to 


sS 


l 


prevent Andronicus his Paffage over the Bofpborus ; but 
he, watching his Opportunity, revolted with the 


whole Fleet, which, being the greateft Stroke, deter 
min’d the Fortune of the War, and fecur’d to Androni¬ 
cus all his Pretences. For now Alexius had no longer 
any Authority in the City, where the Citizens revil’d 
him to his Face, and with repeated Acclamations de¬ 
clar’d for Andronicus , the Guardian of the young Em¬ 
peror, and Genius of the State. In the mean time 

Johndni Manuel , Andronicus his two Sons, whom the 
Prefident had thrown into Prifon, were fet at Liber¬ 
ty, and the Prefident himfelf, with thofe of his Fa¬ 
ction, were clapp’d under a ftrong Guard ’till the Ar¬ 
rival of Andronicus who was impatiently expected. 
Alexius himfelf, who but lately was attended by thou- 


fands 


whom he could command with a Nod 


and 


w&iuui nv iuuiu iiiaiiv* wuu i\uuj aiiu 

who was Emperor in every thing but the Name, was 


in a few Days after feared on a feurvy Jade 


and 


with a Rag plac’d on the Top of a Reed in manner 
of an Enfign, carry’d before him, attended with the 
Scoffs and Execrations of the People,^ conducted to 


the Sea-lide, and there thrown into a little Boat, 
which tranfported him to Andronicus y who having in- 
fulted him himfelf, and expos’d him to the fevere 

Reprehenfions of the Nobility about him, fhordy af¬ 
ter order’d his Eyes to be pluck’d out. 
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By this time all things having been manag'd and Aodroni- 
fettied m the City, according to the Pleafure of An-*. ™ 


dronlcus , he pafs’d over, and was conduced into the 


cus enters 
ths City. 


City 


attended with the Shouts and Acclamations of 


the People. The Emperor lay at that time with his 
Mother at a Royal Seat in the Country, which was 


3 


who, out 


of 


a 


done by Andromcus his Appointment 
pretended Refpe^ to his Prince, went to wait on him 
firft before he would be receiv’d into the City. Be¬ 
ing come into his Prefence he fell on the Ground 


3 


* % 
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kifs’d his Feet, and waih’d ’em with his Tears, which 
he had ready at Command, as he had feveral Texts 
of Scripture, which he properly apply’d to the pre- 
fent purpofe. He faluted the Emprefs with a Cold- 
nefs that fufficiently exprefs’d the Averfion he had 
to her. 

Having Raid fome Days with the Emperor, he 
then march’d into the Imperial City, where, among 
other things, he went with a pretended Devotion to 
|vifit the late Emperor Manuel' s Grave, where he wept 
bitterly 
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roaring 


f 


as it were 


3 


with excefs of Grief, 



ft 
m 

if 


to the great Admiration of thofe Spectators who 
were not acquainted with his great Talent of Diffi- 
mulation, and who therefore imputed it to the great. 
Love he had for him, who had been his cruel Per- 
fecutor. When one of his Relations would have 
pull’d him from the Tomb, telling him , he had in 
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dulg’d his Sorrows enough, he refus’d to be remov’d, 
urging that he had fomething in fecret to fay to 
the Dead. And accordingly, with his Hands lifted 


✓ 
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r 


i 


up, and his Eyes fix’d fail on the Tomb in the Po 
fture of a Suppliant, he mov'd his Lips, and laid 
fomething fecredy, the Purport of which no Man 
can tell. Some faid it was a Charm or Incantation, 
others, who were better acquainted with Androni - 
cus , made a Speech for him, which they knew was 
more agreeable to his Temper, and which they com- 




'M 


ft 


priz’d in Words lik 

ray mofi cruel P erf cut or 


thefe. 


I have thee now fad y Nicer. 


3 



m 

m 


whom 1 have been fo often P- 166 .V& 
U 2 driven ,is Edit 
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driven to the la ft Extremity s an Outcaft } and Wanderer 
upon the Face of the Earths But now art thou confin 



to 


the Limits of this narrow Fomb 3 and lock'd fa ft in the 

Death , (halt arife no more ’till the laft fatal 



Arms 

Frump awake thee. Know 



ou 


that 



wi 



Mis cruel 


feverely a - 

venge my felf upon thy Family y and , like a Lien poffefs'd 
of his Frey y will fatiate my felf with Bloody when once I 
have maftcr d this Imperial City. 

Having receiv’d the Submiflton of the Citizens, and 
been acknowledg’d Proredtor of the Empire during 
the Minority of the young Alexius , he apply’d him~ 
felf to the Management of the State., and recall'd to 


Behaviour. t fo e Memory of that unhappy People the Days 



old 


3 


x 



and the Profcriptions of Marius 
who. 


3 


Sylla 


3 


and the 


, having trampled over the Liberties 
their Country, dy’d their Swords in the Blood 




their Fellow Citizens. 


Many were murder’d, others 


depriv’d of Sights and great Multitudes thrown in¬ 
to Prifon without any Caufe affign’d, but the Will 
of the Tyrant, which proceeded either from fome 
old Grudge, or for that they were of the Nobilit} 


and wifh’d well to Alexius. His Ears were open to 
all Accufations, fo that if any Man had conceiv’d a 
Prejudice to his Neighbour, his ready way to be re¬ 


veng’d was to accufe him of feme pretended 


Crime 


to An dr oni c u s . In this Confufion the Father fpar’d 
not the Son, nor the Son the Father: the Brother 


labour’d for the Brother’s Deftru&ion, and it often 

happen’d that the 1 Accufer and Accufed fliar’d in the 
common Fate. 


T 



1 


ft who tafted of his Cruelty was Mary 


Daughter of the late Empe 


3 


the 


who tho’ Ihe had ap 




pear’d the moft zealous to promote the Revolution, 
yet was fhe poifon’d by the Tyrant’s means, and her 
Husband is Paid to have taft 



Husband is laid to have tailed of the lame Gup, ana 
to have dy’d fhortly after. The very Favours and 


fame Cup 


and 


Commendations of this T\ 


were fatal ,* for thofe 


whom he pretended moft to efteem to Day, were fare 

no other 

▼ 

than 


o' 

co bleed to Morrow, fo that they appear’d 


j 


v 
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than Vidims deck’d out for the Altar, j as if Death it 
felf had not been fufficient unlefs it was aggravated 
by thefe Gircumftances. As yet the Emprefs was 
fuffer’d to be near her Son, but when the Tyrant 
had polluted the Streets of Conftantinople with his Mur 
ders and Maffactes, then he began to reflect how 
much fhe had oppos’d his Defigns during the late 

: and tho’ there was no reafon to think /he 


Reign 

would ever be capable of hurting him in this, yet he 
refolv’d to deftroy her. Accordingly he exclaim’d 
publickly againft her, call’d her Traitrefs, and a de¬ 
clar’d Enemy to the Emperor and the State, threaten¬ 
ing once more to depart if fhe were not remov’d from 
her Son’s Prefence. 

Tho’ he would have done any thing fooner than 
that, yet the unthinking Multitude, who were ftill 
mifs-led by a wonderful Opinion of him, flock’d in 
great Numbers to the Patriarch’s Houfe, and threa¬ 
ten’d to Mutiny if Andronicus was not oblig’d in that 

Point. Whereupon a Council was fummon’d, con 

lifting of fuch as, for the moft part, were too copi- 
plaifant to oppofe the Tyrant’s Pleafure. In this 
Council fhe was charg’d of Treafon, as that fhe by 

Letters fhould invite Bela , King of Hungary , her 


Brother-in-Law, to invade the Empire, And that 

the Council might know before hand what they 
were to do, Leo Monafleriotes , Demetrius , r Tornicius i and 


Con/tantinusFetrenus, who among others were fummon’d 
to affift in it, were feiz’d by Order of Andronicus , and 
hardly efcap’d the Fury of the Mob, for jdeijring to 


know Whether that Council was call'd by the Emperor $ 


Confent and Approbation ? The unhappy Emprefs was 

adjudg’d guilty of the Matters alleg’d againft her,; 
and fhe, who not long before was one of the greateft 
Princes of the Eaft, and receiv’d a double Obedience 
from her Subjeds, on account of her irrefiftible Charms 
and Imperial Power, was now reduc’d tp the utmoft 

Mifery and Defpair, deferted by her Friends, and 
jfcorn’d even of her Keepers. In this Condition fhe 

ky 
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oman 
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lay not long, for Andromcus, to compleat his Villany 
The Em - commanded her fhortiy after to be firangled, and 
pnfs (Iran- committed the Execution of it to Vterigivnites the 

Eunuch, who was already flam'd with the Blood of 
Mary , and her Husband Manuel; Andronicus his own 
Son, and Georgius Augustus , having firft refus’d foun- 


dronicusV 

Ordsr i 


Androni 


CHS. 


A* D* 
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grateful an Office. 

, All this while the Tyrant exprefs’d the tendered 
Love to the young Emperor, whom he took care to 


have folemnly crown’d by the Patriarch, he affifling 
in Perfon with Tears in his Eyes, the Witneffes of his 
inward Joy, as he would have it thought, upon that 
Occafion which made thofe that obferv’d him, and 


were not yet acquainted with his bloody Hypocrifie, 
to think the young Prince exceeding happy in fo faith¬ 
ful and loyal a Protestor and Counfellor : But having 
by this time got both the Emperor and Empire in 
his Power, and remov’d all thofe whom he judg’d a- 
verfe to his Defigns, he began more openly to declare 


himfelf. In a Council confifling chiefly of his own 
Favourites, he enlarg’d upon the prefent Dangers of 
the Empire, threaten’d at once with inteftineDivifions 
and foreign Invaflons, and requir’d their fpeedy Ad¬ 
vice in fo great an Exigency ; they watching their 
Cue, affirm’d the Empire would be irrecoverably loft 
unkfs he was aifociated to Alexius , and by his great 
Wifdom and Experience divert the Storm, or teach 
the State to weather it ,• after which with one Voice 

they cry’d out. Long live Alexius and Andronicus, 

Roman -Emperors! Which Acclamation was taken by 
others employ’d for that Purpofe, and in a moment 
communicated through the whole City, The young 
Emperor himfelf feeming outwardly glad of fo wor^ 
thy a Companion, and congratulated him for his Ad 

Tyrant affe&ed an 

. and un- 


vancement; whilft 

. j 

Averfion to what he 


willin 




fuffer’d ’em to 



coveted 


in the Imperial 

Seat, and adorn him with the Purple $ and being, 

as.it was cuftomary, at his Coronation to partake 

“ * ' ' ‘ 1 ■ the 



* 
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:he Bleffed Sacrament, having receiv'd the Bread* 
and taken the Bleffed Cup in his Hand, with a 
Countenance devoutly fram’d, and his Eyes call 
up to Heaven, he folemnly fwore by thofe dreadful 

Myfteries that he had taken upon him the Fellowjhip 




the Empire for no other End> but to ajfifl Alexius, his 
Coujin , in the Governmetit , and fupport his Authority, A 

dreadful Imprecation and proper Incrodudtion to what 
follow’d foon after, for after he had fpent a few Days 
in his feign’d Devotions, in the midlt of which he 
cretly refolv’d upon the Death of Alexius , he fum~ 
mon’d his Council, who had done fo many great 
things for him already, wherein the Inconveniency 
of many Governours was difcourfed of at large, and 

how much a fingle Dominion was confident with 
the fafety of the State, and that the Age of an old 
Eagle was more valuable than the Youth of a Lark. 
After which feafonable Preparation, they decreed that 
Alexius fliould be dethron’d ,• and as if that was not 
fufficient, he was fhortly after condemn’d to die 
which abominable Sentence was accordingly executed 

by Stephanus Hagiochriftophorites , and fome others, who 




y 


who dots 

entring the unhappy Prince s Chamber by Night, with- the Jame by 

out any Regard had to his Dignity, or Compaffion the young 


for his Youth and Innocency, cruelly ftrangled him 
with a Bow-ftring ; and Andronicus coming in lliortly exius 
after, fpurn’d the dead Body with his Foot, branding 
the Memory of his Father with Perjury, and of his 
Mother with Whoredom. 

This was the unfortunate End of the young Empe¬ 
ror Alexius , who had not liv’d full fifteen Years 
reign'd three, before he was cropt, like a Flower in 


nor 


the Bloom 


3 



the execrable Hands of Treafon and 


Parricide. And now Andronicus being Emperor with¬ 
out a Rival, as he poffels’d his Predeceffor’s Dignity, 
fo was he refolv’d to enjoy his intended Bride ,• for 
tho 3 he was no lei's than threefcore and ten Years of 
Age, yet he thought himfelf a fit Match for Ann 


y 


the French King’s Daughter, whom he marry’d 


3 


l 


tho’ 

fhe 



1 
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without meeting any to oppofe him* through the 
Heart of Macedonia y having order’d his Fleet to at¬ 
tend him at Th$jJalonica> whither he led his Army* and 
won the City* rather through the Cowardice of the 
Governor* than the Coinage of his own Troops. The Sicili, 
The Outrages the Sicilians committed in that Place an$ Cruel- 

were unfpeakable* they not only thruft the Inhabit ^heATa 
rants out of their Habitations, and depriv’d 'em of 


their moft valuable Subftance* but ffript ’em naked* 
expofing thofe Parts to publick View which by Nature 
were defign’d to be conceal'd *• and fuffer’d ’em to 
ftarve in the 


nica 


Streets* whilft they 


d in their 


Houfes* devouring that in a Moment* which the par 
fimonious Induftry of many Years had been purcha 


fine 


After which they fpoil d all the Country round 


about* and threaten'd thelmperial City it feff. In this 
Extremity A* dr emeus fent out fome in whom he could 
moft confide againft the Sicilians, who eafily defeated 
the cowardly Grecians, and grew more formidable 
from fo ineffedual an 


w. 


Opoofit 


This very much 


* • 


weaken d the Authority of Andronicus at home* where 
the Number of the Malecontents encreas’d proporti 


nable to the Succefs his Enemies met with a 


b/oad 


\ 


9 


* | 

and threw him upon more defperace Courfes* if poffi 

ble* than any he had recurr’d to before : For now 




and fometimes 


he proferibed whole Famil 

his own Favourites* who had hitherto been the Exe 

cuturner's of his Tyranny* were carry’d off in the 

general Deftruclion. Among others appointed to the 

Slaughter was Ifaac Angelm 3 a Man of great Nobility* 

who was obnoxious upon no other Account but for 

the two firft Letters of his Name* with which the 
jealous Tyn 

ceed him. 


was told his began who was to fuc 


Hagiochriftoph 


Andronicus § chief Mi 


nifter* went with afufficient Force, to apprehend^him* 

but Ifaac defending himfelf with much Valour flew 

the Villain with his own Hands* and efcaped through 
the midft of the reft. 


the 


with his Sword-bloody 



rear Church* where he took Sanduary 




into 


Hither 




* > 


* m 


he 
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he was follow’d not only by his Uncle John Ducas 
and his Son Ifaac 9 who had been Sureties to the 
diftruftful Tyrant for his good Behaviour, as he had 
en for theirs, but by Multitudes of People., who 



flock’d thither out of all Parts of the City, and filendy 
pity’d Ifaac t whom they highly efteem'd for his great 
Birth, 

vours towards him. Some there were, who reforted 


without any Thoughts as yet of farther Fa 


thither, not fo much to behold Ifaac y as for their own 
Security, apprehending the like Ufage from the im¬ 
placable Andronicus ; thefe exclaim’d with great Free. 


dom againft the Tyrant, 


and 


in artful pathetical 


Speeches appeal’d to the People, whom they adjured to 

fiay> and protect" 'em from the Fury of a Monfter , that was 
become the general Enemy of Mankind. 

Ifaac An- The Hand of Divine Providence appear’d eminent- 
gehis tak- jy vifible upon this Occafion 

ing Sanfiu- 


3 


for Andronicus hap- 


~Em- his bloody Ministers were too fecure to apprehend 
fmr. any thing from the neglected Mob ,• who being thus 

carefs’d by the Malecontents, and perceiving no one 
offer’d any thing in Behalf of the Tyrant, or Diflike 
of the Tumult, they proceeded from pitying Ifaac to 
curfe Andronicus , every Man giving his Tongue a 
Liberty, which ’till then it dnrft never have exerted. 

great Part of the People continu’d with Ifaac 


is de 


pen’d to be abfent at that time from the City 


3 


and 




Night 


3 


the reft retiring not fo much for their Repofe, 


as to prepare their Fellow-Citizens, and create a ge¬ 
neral Diflike in the Inhabitants to Andronicus. 

Early in the Morning Andronicus' s Favourites en¬ 
deavour’d to appeafe the People, who were fo far 


from liftning to them, or Andronicus himfelf, who ar¬ 
riv’d fhortly after, that at a Signal given, as Men in- 
fpir’d with one Spirit, they flock’d together into the 
Temple of St. Sophia • where having revil’d thofe who 
appear’d without Weapons in their Hands and declar’d 
not with them, they broke open all the Prifons, and 
releas’d the Prifoners : whereof fome, who were not 


of the Dregs of the People, but had been committed 
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attended it from the Power of Andronicus : Which 

✓ 

when his Uncle Ducas' obfbrv’d, he defied the People* 
fince his Nephew declin’d it, that they would beftow 
it on him ; but they in a tumultuary manner reply’d, 

they would no more yield Obedience to an Old Bald Pate 9 

having already fujferd too much from the hoary Hairs of 

Andronicus; whereupon Ifaac at length futfer’d him- 
felf to be Crown’d, after which he was conduced 
by the Rabble to the Palace. 

In the mean time Andronicus i who faw how far the 
Fury of the Multitude was like to carry ’em, endea¬ 
vour’d to appeafe ’em by an Offer of a Refignation to 
his Son Manuel ; with which when he obferv’d ’em to 
be more enrag’d than before, he diverted himfelf of 
the Imperial Purple, and efcap'd with his Wife Ann to AndronL 

Meludium , a Royal Palace on the Eafi>fide of Pro- cus fi iCf » 
pontlsy resigning all to Ifaac 9 who. by a wonderful 

Change of Fortune, was advanc’d from the Jaws of 
Death to the higheft of Worldly Honours. Being 
again faluted Emperor in the Palace, with the repeated 
Acclamations of the People, he fent out fome in 
whom he had the greateft Confidence to feize on 
Andronicm 9 who had embark’d himfelf on board a 
Ship with a Defign to fly into Tauro Scythia , but was 
fev^ral times forc’d back by foul Weather, the Sea, 
as it were, abhorring fo monftrous a Burden. Being 
thus repuls’d by the Weather, and purfu’d by Divine 

Vengeance, he was at length apprehended by thofe anci is a P 

who eh ended t 
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who were Tent out in quefl after him* who clapp’d 


him 


in Irons* and prefented him to Jfaac 




as he 


was 



bulled in com poling the Minds of the People* and re¬ 
forming the diforder’d City. The Indignities 
fuffer’d from the incens’d Multitude were anfwer- 
able to the Injuries wirh which he had provok’d ’em; 
fome of ’em revil’d him and fpit in his Face* others 
pluck’d him by the Nofe* and tore off his Beard, 
whiift the Women* whofe Husbands had been either 
blinded or murder’d by him* were more outrageous 
in their Refentments. Having his Right Hand cut 
off* he was committed to Prifon* where after he had 
lain a few Days without either Meat* Drink, or 
other Comfort* he was fet on a fcabbed Camel* having 
one of his Eyes pluck’d out* and with his Face towards 
the Tail, was led as it were in Triumph through the 
Forum , his bald Head being all the while bare* and 
was fuch a miferable SpeCacle as might have drawn 


Tears from Cruelty it felf *• but the relentlefs and in¬ 
cens’d Mob, forgetting the high Character he had 


lately born* thruft fome their Nails into his Head 
others threw Filth in his Bace* fome prick’d him in 
the Sides with Spits* others call Stones at him* and 
all loaded him with their Reproaches and opprobri¬ 
ous Language* no lefs bitter to him than the reft* 



ftriving among themfelves who fhould do him the 
greateft Villany. In this fhameful Manner they con¬ 
duced him to the Theatre* and hang’d him up by 
the Heels* between two Pillars* where they ftripp’d 
him of all his Gloaths* cut off his Privities* and tor¬ 
mented him with Hooks and Harping-Irons for three 
Days together. All this he fupported with an invin 


cible Courage* fometimes crying out* Lord have Mer¬ 
cy upon me $ at Others* Why do you break a bruifed Rceal 


At length one* more merciful than the reft* thruft 




his Sword in at his Throat up to the Twift ash 

grievous* hung* and fo difpatch’d him. This was the miferable 
Torments is End of this infamous Emperor* after he had tyran- 

murderd. niz’d two Years* and done as much Mifchief as-any 


v' 
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of his Predeceffors in To fhort a Space. He was a 
Prince of a venerable Afpeft, well built, and of a 


youthful Countenance even in 
ving from the Beginning led 
Life, 


his old Age,* for ha 
an a<5Bve abflemious 


he had enjoy’d an uninterrupted Series of 
Health ; he never took any Phyfick ’till after his Ad¬ 
vancement to the Throne, and then but once by way 
of Prevention, and that upon the earned Sollicitatl- 
ons of his Phyficians. He is faid once in the Circenfi* 
an Games to have pointed to. the two Pillars between 
which he was hung, and have told Manuel , that he 



forefaw a certain Roman limber or would one Day, 
having fufferd the great eft Indignities , he hung up there 

his Rebellious SuhieEls , to which Manuel reply’d. 



that the Frophefi 


3 


i 



it was 


3 


did not in the lead 


him , as it too manifeftly appear’d afterwards. Nicety 


late 

Had not Andronicus , faith the Greek Annalift 


3 


too 


227 


much abandon’d himfclf to Ambition and Cruelty, and ra5i€r 
polluted the Purple with an EfFufion of Blood, he 
might have been efteem’d one of the belt of the Com 
nenian Race; for he was not quite devefted of Hum-a 
nity, but like the Centaure had a Human Counte 
nance, tho’ the Parts below were of the Brute. 




0 


He 


was Magnificent, and Charitable ,• he delighted much 


publick Building 


9 


and 


, had he liv’d longer, would 

That 


have added much to the Beauty of the City 
which the fame Author relates concerning the Image 
of St. Paul , which is faid to have wept before his 
Death,becaufe he always exprels’d a profound Refpe<5fc 
for the Writings of that Apoftle, favours more of the 
Monkilh Bigottry, than the Sincerity of an Hiftorian. 

Ifaacius Angelas , being thus advanc’d to the Imperi¬ 
al Throne, at firfl; behav’d himfelf with much Leni¬ 
ty and Moderation ,• he recall’d all fuch as had been 
banilh’d by Andronicus , and reftor’d ’em to their E- 
ftates, and reliev’d fuch as were in Want out of the 
publick Treafury. This gain’d him the Good-will of 
all his Subjects, who looking on this happy Change, 

as on a fruitful Spring after the Severities of a tedious 

Winter 




t 


2 
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Winter, flock’d from all Parts to Constantinople , there 
to behold a fecond or Zorobabel, and to lift 

themfelves in the Service againft the Sicilians 3 who 
during the Diftradftions of the late Times had pro¬ 
pos’d nothing lefs than the Subje&ion of the Imperial 
City it felf, John , Andronicms eideft Son, was at that 
time abfent in the Provinces, where when the News 
of the late Revolution was arriv’d, the Soldiers feiz’d 
on the unfortunate Prince, and pluck’d out his Eyes, 
of which Cruelty he dy’d fhortly after. Manuel r , his 
Brother, was in like manner blinded fhortly after, 
tho’ he had been in no manner confenting to his Fa¬ 
ther’s Addons, of which no one was more fenfible 

than the Emperor Ifaac himfelf. 

Ifaac de- All this while the Sicilians , who had not as yet 
j feats the heard of Andronicus s Fate, rov’d up and down at their 
Sicilians. Pleafure, deftroying all before 'em, when Bravos, 

the Imperial General, fell fuddenly upon’em, and 
totally overthrew ’em. The Defeat was follow’d by 
the Surrender of fuch Cities as had fallen into the 
Enemy’s Hands, and the Deftrudion of the whole 
Sicilian Army. Thofe who had been difpers’d a- 
broad in Garrifons, or fent out upon Parties, fell in¬ 
to the Hands of the Country People, who cut ’em 
all off. Their Fleet, confiding of two hundred Sail, 
met with no better Fortune, but in their Return 
home were either deftroy’d by a Tempeft, or fo 
weaken’d by Sicknefs, that they fell into the Empe¬ 
ror’s Hands, whofe Cruelty to his Prifoners very 
much fully’d the Honour of the Vidory, which he 
had obtain’d both by Sea and Land j for he fuffer’d 
ibme thoufands to perifh in Prifon for want of Food; 
and when the King of Sicily upbraided him for his 
Want of Humanity, he contemn’d the Meffage, and 
feverely check’d thofe who had the Tendernefs .to 
relieve ’em, tho’ with no ocher Suftenance than with 
Bread an&'Water. This Behaviour was more fuitable 

4 f 

to Ifaac s Temper than his former Moderation, and 

Lenity, as it afterwards appear’d, when his bloody 

Seve- 



Chap. IV. CH. Ifaacius Angelus." 

Severities made him compar’d to Andromcm himfelf. 

Having put an End to the Sicilian War, and 
Bought a fhameful Peace of the Turks , who had taken 
feveral Places of great Confequence from the Empire 
in the leffer Afia, and, being now a Widower, he 
thought of marrying again, and made choice of '■& 
Foreigner* the Daughter of Bela Kiiig of Hungary , 
who was not yet full ten Years of Age; The Nup¬ 
tials were celebrated by the parfimonidus Emperor* 
who was willing to fpare his own Purfe, at the Ex¬ 
pence of the Provincial Cities, which very much 
difoblig’d the Inhabitants, and forc’d thofe of Mount 
Hamus into a Rebellion, and Confequeritly drew a 
great Charge upon the State, 

All this while Ifaac Comnenus tyranfiiz’d iri Cypru 
nor was he to be reduc’d either by large Promifes of 




/ 




mighty Rewards made to him by the Emperor, nor 
the Terror of the Forces he faw Ifaac arming againft 

■ but exercis’d the riioft barbarous Cruelties over 


him, 

the Inhabitants. The Emperor ttlann’d out a Fleet 
confifting of feventy Sail, and ehofe John Contojldphdr 

nus and Alexius Comneiius for his Admirals the flrft of 


which being old and infirm, and the other who was 
the Emperor’s near Kinfman, having loft his Eyes by 


and of an Age fit 


Andronicus s Order, tho’ otherwife a Man of Courage*' 

for Action, they who wifh’d well 
to the State entertain’d melancholy Apprehenfions of 
their Succefo, The Fleet fetting Sail was firft horribly 
Shaken by a Tempeft, and at length, through the In- 
difcretion of the Commanders,loft entirely to che’Ene- 
my * for Margarites , a notorious Pirate^ watching hi£ 


the Cyp 


Opportunity when all the Forces were order’d afhore His Porte? 
to fight the Enemy, who feem’d ready to give ’em \ defeated By 

Battel, feiz’d the Ships thus weaken’d and difarm’d* 
whilft the Tyrant fell on the Soldiers that were lan¬ 
ded, from whom all Poffibilicy of a Retreat was cut 
off, and obtain’d an eafie Conqtfeft over ’em 


ots 


This Misfortune encourag’d others who were not 

well affedted to the Empire to declare themfelves a 

X 
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The Myfi- gainftit, efpecially the Myfians 9 -who having been 

an opprefs'd by the Emperor's unjuft Exa&ions, flew out 

into an open Rebellion ; and when they had receiv’d 
a fmall Defeat from the Imperialifts, they drew the 
Scythians into the Quarrel, and having rais'd a formi¬ 
dable Army confifting of both Nations, they renew’d 
their Hoftilities, and exceedingly harrafs'd the Bor¬ 
ders of the Empire. Ifaac , who was himfelf natural¬ 
ly floathful and una<ftive, fent out John his Uncle 
againft'em ; and John behav'd himfelf with fo much 
Prudence and Condudl, that had he not been re¬ 
call'd by the unworthy Emperor, who was grown 
jealous of thofe that were more ckferving than him¬ 
felf, he had in all probability made an End of the 
War. John was fucceeded by another John> furnam’d 

CautaCu&enus, who having marry ? d the Emperor’s 
Sifter, had been declar'd Catfar. He was a Man qf 
great Courage and Refolution, but rafh and inconfi- 
derate, and by his ill Condud gave the Enemy fre¬ 
quent Advantages over him • whereupon he was re¬ 
call'd, and Branas Alexius appointed to fucceed him, 
Branas was one of the greateft Captains of his Age, 
but Proud and Ambitious; he had ferv'd as General 
before in the Sicilian War, but at his Return afpifd at 
the Imperial Dignity, for which notwithftanding he 
was pardon’d upon his Submiffion, and was now a- 
gain declar'd General againft the Myfians. His Suc- 
cefs in this War reviv'd in him his former Pretenlions i 
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Emperor to drive him from before it. The Befieg’d 
falfy’d out frequently upon their Enemies 
ways drove ’em back 


who 


a! 


without a confiderableLofs 


on their fide; fo that the 


fible 




obtain his Ends by 



finding it impof 
thought it advifa- 


ble to try what he could oblige em to by Famine, for 
all the neighbouring Provinces, both on the JJiatick 
and European Side, having declar'd for him, he was a- 
ble to cut off all Supplies of Provifions. 

In the mean time the Emperor had Recourfe to 
nothing but his Devotions, "till he was rous’d by Con - 

rrat, who having been a 


the Marquis of Montfi 


rade , 

Penfioner to Manuel , the late Emperor, and done him 
fignal Services in Italy 5 was now in great Efteem at 
Coriftantinople . This Man awaken'd the Emperor out 
of fiis Religious Lethargy, and fummon’d him to the 

of his Imperial Fun&ion. He collected 

Forces into one Body, march'd out at the 



Head of 
Difpute 


_ * 

em, and prefented Branas with Battel 


lafted 


The 

both Sides with a great Obftina- 


cy for a corifiderable time, till in the end the Em 
peror’s Forces prevail'd, and Branas and moft of his 
Accomplices were either (lain or taken Prifoners. 
The Ufe the Emperor made ofthisVi&ory fhow'd 
him unworthy of it, for he fuffer’d Lis Soldiers to 
plunder and deftroy the Poffeffions of all fuch as 
had revolted to the Ufurper, fo that all the Build¬ 


ings' in the Suburbs 


and 


upon the Propvw**, wuv- 
in a Moment devoured by the Flames ,* and there 
was no Villany which the licentious Soldiers did 

not commit upon that Occafion with the greateft 
Impunity. 

This Infurre&ion being fo happily quell’d, the 
mperor look’d with a jealous Eye upon the mighty 
Preparations which the renown’d Frederick Barbarojja 
Emperor of Germany , was making in the Weft, de 

fign’d by him for the Holy-Land, but fufpe<9:ed by theGf ~ T 


were 


\ 


J 


liaac / Bj 

baviour 


M 



the unworthy Prince as dire&ed chiefly againft him. ^ 
Saladin , the Turkifh Sultan, who had great Reafon 


man Em 


X 2 


to 


l 





Army, yet he no fooner heard of his Arrival upon 
the Borders, but he fent his Coufin Manuel , the 
Great Matter of his Horfe, at the Head of a pow¬ 
erful Array to difpute the Paffes with the Germans , 
and to intercept their Provifions $ having fome time 
before thrown the Bifhop of Munfler y the Earl of 

Najfau , and Count TValram, Frederick's Ambalfadors, 

into Prifon, without any Regard had to the Law 
of Nations, and the high Dignity of their Ma¬ 
tter. The German Van-guard, provok'd at If a act 
Perfidioufmfs, eafily forc’d their Way through thofe 

who were lent to oppofe 'em, and patting the Moun¬ 
tains which lead into Thrace , the whole Army fell 
into that Country, where they were fuffer'd to 
live at Difcretion, and to feize on the Grain, which 
they found in great Abundance of all Kinds in the 
Fields, before the Greeks had time to remove it into 
the fortify’d Towns, according to the Orders they 
had receiv’d from the Emperor. 

Tho’ the Germans were by this time got into the 
Heart of Thrace , and the Greeks had neither Power 
nor Courage fufficient to reftrain ’em, yet did !• 
faac with an infupportable Vanity fend to Frede¬ 
rick, to whom he deny’d the Title of Emperor, giv* 
ing him- to underftand that he knew of but one 

Emperor, which was himfelf, and that if he Would 
in that Quality acknowledge him as his Lord and Ma~ 
fier, and give him fo many Hof ages as he, demanded 

for his Security, that he would attempt nothing con¬ 


trary 
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but 


give 


hi 


im a Moi 


v. . 

irary to his Service or Intereft, 
ety of whatever he Jhould obtain by Conqueft from the 


i 




Saracens 


then 




and upon no other Terms, 


he 


was 


refolvd to allow him the Liberty of Paffage which he 

deftfd . 

Whether this was really what Ifaac had in fo in- 
folent a manner demanded, or the Ambaffadors had 
unadvifedly exceeded their Commiffion, as Nice- Nicer, p. 


tas 


our 


ft-- 


Hiftorian allures us they did, Frederick 2 S7 


thought fit to conceal his Refentment ’till he had 
obtain’d the Releafe of his Ambaffadors, and an- 

fwer’d with a difdainful Smile, that he t rafted too 

much in the Merits of his Caufe, and the Courage of thofe 
brjzve Men who attended him , to comply with fuck dijho- 
f- nourahle Conditions $ that however , when Ifaac had 


l 

P 


re¬ 


ft or d him his Ambaffadors , whom with fo much Inhu- 
| manity, and fcandal to the Chriftian Religion , he held 
in Chains , he {Iwuld then think himjelf oblig 3 d to make him 
fuch Acknowledgments, as confifted with the Honour 

I God, and of the Empire. After which he advanc’d 


ft 

I 



I without waiting for an Anfwer, and feizing upon 

the Places in his Paffage without any Refi- 
, he encamp’d on the twenty fifth of Auguft 


fall 


I fiance 

X 

within View of Philippopolis , which was ftortly~af¬ 
ter quitted by the Inhabitants, who left their Habi- 

, with a prodigious plenty of Provifions to 


I 


a 


& 

I 

?■ 

r 
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rations 


it 

r 


Frederick's Soldiers. 

This Advantage of the Germans highly incens’d 
[Ifaac again ft Manuel, his General, whom he accus’d 
of Cowardice, and fent him exprefs Orders to fighc 
with the Enemy ; accordingly he advanc’d within fix 
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Miles of Philippopolis , but was fo little acquainted with 
warlike Affairs, that a Party of Germans being a- 
broad to fcour the Country, and difcover the Pofture 
of the Enemy, prefum’d to affault his whole Army 
and did it with fo much Courage and Succefs, that 
the degenerate Greeks turn’d their Backs, and left a 
handful of Germans Mailers of the Field ,* who after 

this found none who had Refolution enough to op- 

pole 
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Ifaac ts 

forced to 

fubmit to 
the Ger* 

mans. 



pcfe ’em, but feiz’d on Nicopolis , A dr iample, and all 
the Cities between the Agean and Euxine Sea, andem 

larg’d their Conquefts on both Sides to the very Gates 

of Confiantinople . 

Ifaac being'by this time fufficiently punifh’d for his 
Perfidy, which had brought him to the laft Ex¬ 
tremities, fee Frederick’s Ambaffadors at Liberty, 
and in a fuppliant manner fu'd for a Peace, of¬ 
fering to fupply him with whatever Ships were 
jieceffary to tranfport him into Ajia ; defiring at 
the fame time that his Paffage might be as quick 
as poffible, and that he might have Hofiages deli¬ 
ver’d him for his Security. But Frederick who thought 
it became him to chaftife the Pride of this feeble 
but prefumptuous Prince, let him knew that he 
look’d on him (elf to be the Rightful Emperor 
of the Romans, and as fuch anfwer’d the Ambaffa- 

dorS; that it was the Right of the Conquerors, to pre¬ 
fer ibe Laws to the Variquifh’d, and that it belong’d to him , 
who had conquer d Thrace, to difpefe of it at his Plca- 
fure i that , therefore he was rejoic’d ' to winter there 
with his whole Army, fence he by his Verfidioufenefs hoi 
retarded his Voyage *till it was too late in the Year 
now to attempt it. He order’d him at his Peril to pro¬ 
vide him with a fujfecient Number of Ships again jl Ea* 
iter, and fence he had no reafon to repofe any Confi¬ 
dence in his Prosnifecs, he commanded him to fend him 
four and twenty of the principal Officers • and Lordi of 
his Court , and eight hundred Perfons of inferior Qua¬ 
lity , as Hofiages for his good Behaviour , which when 
he had done , he was ready to give him the Afj'urance of 
his Cathy that he had no Defigns upon his Empire, as hi 
had perfuaded himfelf vainly to imagine, thereby to gain- 
a tolerable'Pretence for his perfidious Dealings, andjhe Vio m 
iation of his Faith . ' 

Ifaac, who had before born it with fo high a Hand, 
fufficiently difeover’d the Meannefs of his Soul in this 
Conjuncture $ for he with great readinefs accepted of 

thefe Difiionourable Conditions, and without Delay 

fent 


I 


t 



t 
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fent the Ratification, with the Hoftages, and great 

Prefents to the Emperor,* who winter'd at Adrianopl 


3 1 
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till the Spring approach'd, and then he remov'd to 
Callipolis, in Order to pafs the Hellefpont , and upon his 
Arrival found a greater Number of Ships than he had 
been promis'd by Ifaac, who was glad at any Expence 
to remove thofe dangerous, troublefome, and expen 
five Guefts. 


\acy being thus deliver'd from the Ger?nans, bull¬ 
ed himfelf in the Settlement of his Family j his eldeft 



Daughter was made a Nun, and his youngeft marry'd 
to Tancred , the King of Sicily s Son, and his Son Alexi¬ 
us (of whom we fhall have Occafion to fay more 
hereafter) was defign'd for his Succeffor, tho 5 he ffill 
promis'd himfelf a Reign of thirty two Years, not- 
wichftanding that he was hourly alarm'd by daily 
Confpiracies, and frequent Ufurpations. 

Among the many Pretenders that claim'd a Right Frequent 
to the Imperial Crown, none prov'd at firft more W^ r P aSi ' 
dangerous than one 


3 


his Part with fo much Addrels 


who pretending himfelf to be 

depos’d by Andromens , 

, plaid 


ons . 


Alexius , the Son of Manuel , WJ^/W U l/J 
but not murder'd, as it was falfly reported 


the Sultan of Ico 


mum 


Court, that, by Leave from the Sultan 



/ 


N 

, he 

an Army con fitting of eight 

with 

which he feiz’d mod of the Cities feated on the 


in a fhort time 
thoufand Men accuftom'd to Depredations 


9 


Meander. The DifafFedHon of the People in general 
to Ifaac made this Ufurpation more dangerous, for 
tho’ there were very few but miftrufted what the'Im- 
poftor had fo confidently affirm'd, yet all wifhing 
it had been fo, they all feem d to believe it. By this 
means he gain'd Ground daily, and having defeated 








/ 


feveral of the Emperors General's, he was thought fo 
confiderabie at length 


that 


lefs a Man than the 

A i 


Emperor's own Brother Alexius was judg'd the moft 
fit tooppofe him; and Alexius* 


tho 


Man forward 


and courageous, durft not venture a Battel with him, 
but thought he fhould do a confjderable piece of Ser- 

, vice 
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vice if he could preferve thofe Towns firm in their 


3 


Obedience, who had not yet revolted to him. Thus 

in all probability, thenar might have been prolong'd, 
fo the apparent hazard of the Emperor's Dignity, and 
weakning pf the Empire, had not God thought fit to 
remove the Ufurper by the Hands of a Prieft, who 
cut off his Head as he lay faff afleep, after he had ta¬ 
ken a larger Draught of Wine than ufual. 

The Fate of this Ufurper did not deter others from 
the like Attempts $ the Contempt they had enter* 
tain’dof the prefect Emperor made 'em bold and afpi- 
ring, and tho’ none of 'em obtain'd the Crown they 
aim'd at, they made it fit uneafie on his Head that 

encourag’d 


The Scy- wore it. At the fame time the Scythians 

thians pre- foy thefe Domeftick Commotions, renew'd their In* 
gain ft a ’th e curfions, and harafs'd the Borders of the Empire. 

Emperor* Againft thefe Jjaac thought fit to undertake an Expe¬ 
dition in Perfon, but prepar'd to return before he 


\ 


had effected any thing confiderable, and loft the 

greateft part of his Army in his Retreat, he himfelf 
efcaping with much Difficulty. This Difafter* en¬ 
courag'd the Barbarians , fo that they ranfack'd the Ro¬ 
man Towns at their Pleafure, deftroying the Inhabi- 


Ifaae it eg 

lefts the 


cants, or leading 'em into Captivity. 

In the mean time Ifaac abandon'd all the Care and 
Trouble of the Empire, firft to an old doting Eunuch, 

fame 


Stats? ° Theodoras Cafiamonita ,* and after that 


to 


young fantaftical Boy, fcarcely pafs'd the Difcipline 
pf a School, who notwithftanding govern’d both the 
Emperor and Empire at Pleafure, whilft Ifaac delight¬ 
ed in nothing but 

expenfive 


\ 





luxurious Enjoyment of his 

and ridiculous Amufe- 


ments for the Support of which he had Recourfe to 
all manner of exorbitant exactions,/ and abftain'd not 
from Sacrilege it felf 'Till he was once more rouz’d 
by the prevailing Arms of the Scythians , who in a late 

nt near AJrianople, had,defeated both Alex 
General of the Eaftern, and Batat&es Baft 
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ins Guido 3 itiiu jjujt— 

!ius s Commander of the Weftern Forces, the firft of 

. . v . ‘ ■' t. •- * * . ' ' |' • I * 

. . which 
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which with great Difficulty efcap'd, and the other, 
having loft all his Men, was kill'd upon the Spot. For 
this Reafon Ifaac order'd new Levies to be made, and 
having hir'd confiderable Forces from abroad, march'd 
at the Head of his Army againft the Barbarians , refol- 
ving never to return 'till he had feverely chaftis’d 




vmg never to return till he had leverely 
'em for thefe Indignities offer'd the Empire 
however was not fo much in Danger from t 


which 


however was not fo much in Danger from the open 
Attempts of Foreign declar'd Enemies, as he was ex¬ 
pos’d to the fecret Machinations of Domeftick Trai¬ 
tors. 

Alexius Angelus , the Emperor's Brother, had in a 
particular manner been carefs'd and indulg’d by him 
from the time of his Advancement x and tho' he had 


the Emperor 


d frequent Intimations 


3 


efpecially towards the 


latter end of his Reign 


3 


of Alexius his treacherous 


Defign 


and the Danger he was 


apprehend from 


him 


3 


yet he feverely reprov'd his friendly Admonifh. 


ers 


3 


Men defirous 


Diffentions 


his Fa 


mily, and fow Divifions in the State 
time repos'd a greater Confidence ii 
ever: fo fatally blind are thofe M 


and at the fame 

Alexius than e- 


h 


Safety 

min'd 


fo fatally blind are thofe Men to their own 
. whom God in his infinite Wifdom has deter- 


deftroy 


Being arriv'd at Cypfell 


Town near the Frontiers 


he there halted 


him 


till the reft of his Army could join 


He was now grown into 


general Diflike of 


the Nobility, iome juftly abominating him for his ma¬ 
ny Cruelties, others for his Negligence in the publick 

Adminiftration, and not a few uniting in a Confpira¬ 
cy againft him from the defire of a Change, and a 
Profped: of the Advantages they promis'd themfelves 
from it 4 fo that Alexius found enow among 'em rea- 


em 


dy to efpoufe his Intereft, and combine againft Ifaac . 
Having concerted all things in fuch a manner as they 


judg'd fafeand 


the Confpirators propos’d 


put their Defign in execution at this Place 


One 




Day when theEmperor invited his Brother out a Hunt 


mg, Alexius pretended an Indifpofidon, and defir d 
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be 
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be excus’d, and, the unhappy who miftrufted no, 
and is dc- thing of what follow’d, prepar’d for the Chace with- 
pjed by his out him ; where whilft he was diverting hirdfelf, the 

AlexSs ConfpiratorSjtnany of whom were nearly ally’d to the 
Angelas. Emperor, forc’d Alexius^ as it had been agreed among 

’em before, to the Imperial PavilFion, and with reite¬ 
rated Acclamationsdeclard him Emperor^ in which 
they were follow’d by the Whole Army, and even by 
Ifaac s own Servants and chief Favourites, who join’d 
with the Croud, wifiling Alexim a long and aufpicious 
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Reign. 


Ifaac at the firft Alarm turn’d his Horfe, and 


thought by his Prefence to divert that Storm 


y 


which 
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having been fo long gathering, flood now ready to 
deftroy him,* which when he too late obferv’d 
committed himfelf to the Divine ProtedHon, and fled 
with great Precipitation to Macra, where he was over¬ 
taken by thofe his Brother had employ’d to apprehend 
him ,* who by vertue of the fame Order pluck’d out 
his Eyes, and threw him into Prifon, where he liv’d 
as it were out of the World, condemn’d to perpetual 
Darknefs by an inhuman ungrateful Brother, whom 
in his Profperity he had redeeem’d for a great Sum of 
Money from the Turks , for which he was thus un¬ 
worthily rewarded in the tenth Year of his Reign, 
and fortieth of his Age, An. Dow. 1194. 

If we confider rightly the Chara«fler of Ifaac Am 


Character.. the late Emperor, we lhall have no great Reafon 


to wonder at the ready Concurrence of the Army, the 
Senate, and Clergy, in his Deftrudtion. He was a Man 


who had little either of Courage or generous Refolu- 
tion,the want of which was abundantly fupply’d with 
Vanity and Prefumption, which made thofe Vices 
more expos’d, by which Princes render themfelves 


hated 


y 


and become defpicable to their Subje<fls 


3 


for 


he was fottifh even to downright Folly, inconftant, 
cowardly, effeminate, voluptuous, foolifhly prodi¬ 
gal, and mod infamoufly covetous, making noDiffi 
culty to take any thing that pleas’d his 


ancy 


3 


rob- 



f 


even Churches of their Jewels, Plate and Con- 

fecrated 


j 
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fecrated VelTels, which he us’d without any fcruple at 
his publick Entertainments. He had no Senfe of Ho¬ 
nour, nor regard to his Word, any further thaneonfifk. 
ed with his own Humour or Intereft. This made him 

in his Government, and unpity’d in his Fall, 

which introduc’d fuch a Revolution 
had not known before, and which was 






follow’d by the Diffolution of the Empire. 

^Alexius being thus with the general Confent of the 
People acknowledg’d Emperor, fent to acquaint his 
Wife and Relations, whom he had left behind in the 
City, with his Advancement: At the fame time he 
endeavour’d to reward thofe who had appear’d inoft 
forward in his Promotion, and by feveral 
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A&s labour’d to confirm the People in their Obedience 

Government, to which they had fo voluntari- 


* 


the City 


n 


ly fubmitted. His publick Reception 
was attended with many Omens, which Teem’d to de 
clare the Divine Difpleafure, and to denounce the 
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Calamities which afterwards befel the Empire 
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he was going to mount an Arabian Horfe, which be- 294 
long’d formerly to his Brother, and was now adorn’d 
with the Imperial Trappings, as the Solemnity re¬ 
quir’d, the Beaft difdaining the Burden rear’d himfelf 
on his hind Feet, and gave the aftonifh’d Beholders 
evident Signs of his Indignation. When the Affiftants 
had with much Addrefs mollify’d him, and the new 


icet. d 






l 
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Emperor was mounted, the angry Steed grew more 


enrag d 
tray’d 


before, as if he had been ignorantly be 
that Compliance, and would never be pa 


cify’d ’till he had thrown the unworthy Rid.er upon 
the Ground. This, and other Accidents, gave fqme 

Occafion of refie&ing upon 


r 


me 


N 


I 


of the mod Cu 

the late Tranfadfions, and prefented ’em with 
lancholy Profpe< 3 : of v/hat was to come 
Notwithftanding this the unworthy Empei 
luted the Throne with the fame Vices, for which he 


pol 
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pretended to have remov’d his Brother. Inftead of 

ta 

the Myjians 3 who continu’d their Depreda¬ 
tions 
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tions, or arming againft the Turks > who fincethe Death 
of the Emperor Manuel had taken feveral ftrong Towns 
in the lefTer Alia, and great part of Phrygia from the 


tiler, 


3 
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an 


Alexius is Empire, he abandon'd himfeif to' Riot and Luxu 
as bad as and the Gratification of his fenfual Appetites 

Us Bro- dring away with both Hands his Predeceffors Trea- 

fure, never confidering how much he fhould want it 
hereafter, and how difficulty ifnotimpoffible, it would 

not fnf. 


be to recover it. And as if 


Tyrant was 


His Aver 

b 


ficient to afflidt a deje&ed State, he was marry'd to 
another who equall'd him in all his Extravagances, 
and in many exceeded him: Her Name was Eufhrofym^ 
a Woman of a voluable Tongue and ready Mind, but 
withal ambitious, immodeffc, and prodigally Luxuri- 

his Arbitrary 
d Authority 


ous 


who imitating her Husband 


Proceedings, acted with an 
and prefum’d fometimes to contradid and refcind 
what the Emperor himfeif had ordain'd. 

Thefe diffolute Proceedings in the Court gave En¬ 
couragement to feveral Impoftors, with which thofe 
Times were pregnant, who being countenanc'd and 
fupported fecretly by the Turks , brought great Cala¬ 
mities upon the Empire; 
reftleis implacable My[ians cc 
and deftroy'd whole Legions 


at 


fame time that the 

d their Hoftilities, 


growing 


gant from their frequent Advantages, and entertaining 
a thorough Contempt of the Roman Emperor : Not- 


withftanding which he had 


Opportunity 



fer'd him of reducing the whole Country, whilft the 
Myfiam were at Variance among themfelves, which 


he either totally negled 



3 


Indifcretion 


manag'd with fo much 



ave the World reafon to think he 


had no Senfe of the Truft repos'd in him, but that he 
govern'd for his own fake, and not for the Safety and 
Honour of the Empire, 


whofe Fate was unavoidable 


and its Deftrudtion nigh at hand 


This proceeded 


Meafure from the Aver 


40 


lick affairs fion Alexius had to publick Affairs, and the great Con 
fatal to the fidence he put in his Favourites, who govern 3 

Empire. W kh 
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with a mercenary Hand, and made the higheff Em¬ 
ployments of the Empire venal ,• fo little regarding the 

Birth or Abilities of thole they prefetr’d, that even Sy- 


and Scythians enjoy’d Pofts of the greateft Ho 
nour and Profit: So that the Barbarians prevail’d on 


nans 


every 


fide 


y 


the Emperor being unable to refift 


etn 




when affauked 


manage thofe Divifions which o£ 


ten happen'd between ’em to his Advantage 

Thus for feven Years together did the State fuf : 
fer under this unhappy Prince's Adminiftration, kill 

the 


Divine Vengeance at length overtook him, 
and (tripp’d him of thofe Honours he had fo long 


ufurp’d, and of which he was fo highly undefer 


ving 
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Tho’ at firft he had 



his Brother 







with the greateft Barbarity, and having pluck’d out 
his Eyes caus’d him to be lock’d up in Irons with 
his young Son Alexius, a Prince of about twelve 
Years of Age; yet by degrees growing fatally fe 
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xure, he began to pity thofe he had flapp'd of the 
Imperial Ornaments^ and fuffering his Brother to 


ilive 

t, 


handfome Palace without the City 


y 


he 


'd the young Alexius into the Court, where he 
attended upon his Perfon, and (har’d with him in all 
his Diverfions. 

However the two injur’d Princes either thought 
[themfeives too highly affronted ever to forgive the 
Offender, or perceiving how odious the Ofurper 
render’d himfelf every Day to the People, and into 


if 

/• 










what Calamities he plung’d the State, began to reflect 
on the Dignity they had loft, and to confider how 

might recover their former Honours. 

Liberty to admit all fuch as came to 
treated lb fecretly with the Latins, that 
their means he found a way of correfponding 
with his Daughter Irene , at that time the Wife of 
Philip the German Emperor, who promis’d to difpofe 
the Spirit of her Husband, to undertake the Pro¬ 
tection of the two unfortunate Princes. Whilft this 

was in Agitation, the young Alexius, who Was at Li¬ 
berty 
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to Au d i enc 
tcird their g! 
Land* but fa 


they told ’em, 'They •were 


come 


re 


Enterprife for the Conqueft of the'Holy 


* 


* 


folutely necej 
whereas they 


o prefmt ’em ■ with a Wa 
eJJ'ary for the Accomplishment 


f a f e 


tfii 


and ab 




That 


firfl defignd to carry 


their Arms into 




Egypt* and by that Way to enter into Palestine* they re - 
quefed they would rather employ thof ? Arms in the Recovery 
of Conftantinople to the lawful Heir, by which Means 


of Conftantinople to the lawful Hen 

they would render thewfelves Mafters of 


>* 


I 


%} 

iA 


which had heretofi 


Armies 


as might otherwife have 


ves Mafters of it $ the Omifjion of 
dthe Tjofs of two fuch flourifhing 


fitly triumph’d'ever all 


the Kaffir that great City being the very Key of Europe 


and Afia 


I was 

i rr 


They reprefented to ’em 


the little Truft 


to be repos d 


the Ufurper, 


who had barharoufty 




l ifronted both the-Emperor and the King'of France 


they 


affur’d ’em of his Cowardice and Inactivity, and how 
readily his Subjects would renounce their Allegiance to him, 
when once they beheld the young Prince, whom they adord. 




I 


aft 

m 

m 

K 3 ,'. 


m 

m 


and how 

* 

e to him • 


the Head offo flouriftnng 


Army 


They concluded 

by engaging for the Prince, that as foon as they had efta* 

blijh’d him upon the Imperial Throne of Conftantinople^ 

he fhould pay ’em two hundred thoufand Marks in Silver 
towards/the Expences of the War, maintain ten thoufand 


SB 


iV 

ri 


$ 


Be 


towards/the Expences of the War, % 
Men a whole Tear at his own Charg 


to a 


ijfift cm 


m 


he 




kif 


Conqueft of Eygpt, and to pay, during his Life, five hun 
dred Knights well arm’d for the Prefervation of the Con « 
quefts which they Jhould make in the Holy-Land, 

After fome Disputes among the Princes* which were 
manag’d a while with great Heat* the Major Part in¬ 
clin’d to thefe Propolitions* being principally induc’d 

to it by Henry Dandolo, Doge of Venice, who being 
now above fourfeore Years old. tho’ neither decrenid 


«i 


que ft 


s 


which they Jhould make 






Body nor decay’d in Mind 


Doge of Venice, who being pj c 
rs old* tho’neither decrepid Dandol© 
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him ftill more Auguft and Venerable 


his great Age render’d Doge of 


Captain 


valiant Soldier, and able Politician 


He was a great Ven * ce ’ 


which 


befides his great Third of Glory 


9 




which he retain’d 


It 


«*& 
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even in thofe Years* made him more fenfible of the 
Advantages that would arife to the Crufade from the 
Agreement propos’d by Alexius his Ambaffadors, Be- 

lides 
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they embark'd, and having coafted all Morea and 


321 


Achaia, the Fleet came to an Anchor in the Neg 
font 


the next Place they anchor'd at was St. Steph 


/ 
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Port upon the Bank of 


Frop 


from whence 

A 

Eaftward along 


he Empe 


Soldiers, and who from thence 


the Wind and Current carry d 
by the Coafts of the City, whofe Walls were cronded 
with 1_, 

beheld one of the faireft and yet mo ft terrible Sights 
in the World, three hundred VefTels in Order of 
Battel, with their Standards flying upon their Poops^ 
their Enfigns difplay'd, and their Flags and Pendants ■Conftan 
wantoning in the Wind ; in which Condition that tinopls. 
gallant formidable Navy, bearing with full Sails be¬ 
fore the Wind, was carry'd to the Port of Chalcedqn , 


The Latins 

Fleet before 


\ 


oppoflte to Conflantinofle , where the Army made an 
immediate Defcent, and march'd by Land in Order 
of Battel along the Bofphorus , whilft the Fleet was 
conduced to Scrutari or Chryfopolis , oppofite likewife 
to the Imperial City. 

In the mean time Alexius , the Roman Emperor, as Alexius 
the Greek Writers flill term'd their Princes, tho' he hufnjelefs 

-oM Security* 


’ft 


had receiv’d timely Intimation of the great Preparati¬ 
ons the Latins were forming againft him, and that 
they had undertaken to fettle the young Alexius in the 
Throne, had taken no Care for his own Defence and 

but drowning himfelf in his fenfuai 
gPlealures, would fometimes, in the Jollity ofhisEn- 
tertainments and Heat of Wine, tell his debauch'd 




% 


that of the State 






Compa 


3 


that 




Farty of his Guards jhould go and 


F 


bring that Handful of .Madmen bound fafl in Irons 
being , weary of their Lives were come 


A 

3 


who 




to receive 


the Honour of dying by his Commands . Nor did he 


m 










a 


cover out of this profound Stupidity, 'till he under 


Hood that the Confederate Army, after the Redu&ion 
of Dyrrachium , had affur'd themfelves of Corfu , and 
then indeed he was perfuaded to give neceflary Or¬ 
ders for the Defence of Conflantinofle , ftimmoning all 
the Soldiers that were quarter’d in the adjacent Parcs 

to march thither* He was able to man out no more 

Y than 



• ■ 
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Courage and JRefolution imaginable. The 
being aflifted both by their Number* and the Ad¬ 
vantage of the Place* defended themfelves at firft 
with great Succefs* 'till Dandolo did an Adiion which Dandolo 
has eterniz’d his Memory to all Pofterity* and left Bravery. 
him the Reputation of having been one of the 
greateft Men in the World : For aged as he was*tran- 
fported with a valiant Impatience* he polled himfelf 
on the forepart of the Admiral Gaily with his Sword 
drawn* and the great Standard of St. Mark before 
him* commanding his Men upon peril of their Lives* 
to ufe their utmoft Skill and Force to get afhore* 

This Command* enforc’d with fo terrible a Menace* 
was follow’d with fuch a quick Obedience* that 
the Gaily was in an Inftant brought to the Shore, 
and the Doge advanc’d with the Standard to the 

Walls*-;,by which Example of Heroick Courage he - 

drew all from on board the Fleet after him *• for they 
who were in the other Gallies* fearing they (hould 
fall under the Infamy of having abandon’d their 
General in fo noble a Danger* row’d with their ut¬ 
moft Force* and gain’d the Shore almoft at the fame 
time together* and ran like enrag’dv Lions after 

their Leader to the Alfault. The French were afto- 

• * 

nifh’d when they beheld on a fudden the great Stan¬ 
dard of St. Mark placed upon one of the Towers* 
which redoubled their Courage, and animated ’em 
with frelh Vigour* ’till fuch time as a terrible Cloud 
of Duft* which advanc’d towards ’em* the found of 
Trumpets* the neighing of Horfes* and the noife of 
an infinite Number of People, oblig’d them to quit 

the Affault* and put themfelves in a Pofture of De¬ 
fence. 


* 









* 
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the Army-in the Rear, if they continu’d the Affaulc, 

or give ’em Battel in the open Field if they had the 
Courage to accept of it ; not doubting but he fliould 
be able to furround ’em and cut ’em in pieces, ha¬ 
ving above fixty Battalions of frefh Men fupported 
by all his Cavalry, to no more than fix of theirs, al¬ 
ready weary’d with a defperate Affault. As the 
Princes were drawing up their Troops in the moft 
commodious manner to receive him, they receiv’d 
with an incredible Joy a Reinforcement, which the 
generous Dandolo brought to their Affiftance. Dando- 
lo had by this time matter’d twenty five Towers, 
part of a hundred built on the Side of the Haven, 
and hearing now that the Emperor had made a Sal¬ 
ly, he caus’d himfelf to be conduced immediately to 
the Camp, with all the Forces he could rally, to 
fuftain the Shock of the Enemy, who having pro¬ 
mis’d themfelves that they fhould be able to opprefs 

the Confederates with Multitude, when they found 
now they would not be drawn from their Intrench- 
ments, but expected ’em there with a refolute Cou¬ 
rage, they quickly retir’d into the Town, never da¬ 
ring once to turn Head againft that Handful of Men, 

who had the Confidence to follow ’em for fome time 

« 

In good Order, difcharging continually upon their 
Rear in the open Field, where they might have giv¬ 
en ’em Battel. 

This fhameful Retreat was not occafion’d more by 
the Cowardice than the Jealoufie of the unworthy A- 
lexiusy who would not fuffer his Son-in-Law Theodorm 
Lafcaris to make one in the Sally ,* for had he com¬ 
manded, being both a Soldier and Captain, the 
moft valiant of his Nation, he would have made 
better ofe of that infinite Number of Hands, which 
remain’d wholly unprofitable that Day, by reafon 
their Commander had neither Courage nor Skill e? 
nough to manage ’em to the belt Advantage. 

Alexius , being thus fhamefully retir’d into the City? 
pretended the better to flielter himfelf from the Re¬ 
proaches 


t 
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CIII. Alexius 
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• A 

proaches of the People, that he had deferr’d the Com¬ 
bat, by reafon it was late, and that the next. Morn¬ 
ing he was refolv’d to attack the Enemies in their 
Camp, if they had the Courage to exped him; but 
being purfu’d and terrify’d by his own Confcience, in- 
ftead of preparing for the Encounter, he fecretly em¬ 
bark’d himfelf with a few of his Domefticks, all the 
Gold, Silver, and the Imperial Ornaments, and fled to 




Zag 


3 


anciently call’d Debeltus y a City of Thrace , <*nd 


ftanding at the Foot of Mount Hremus 


* 


where 


3 


by 


reafon of his Guilt, his Cowardice, and the Con 
tempt into which he was fallen, having Caufe to fear 
fome great Revolution in his Fortune he had before¬ 
hand allur’d himfelf of a Retreat. 

The People had no fooner difcover’d the Flight of 
the Ufurper, but detefting his infamous Cowardice, 
and fearing left the Latins fhould in fo favourable a 
Conjedure affault the City a fecond time, and take 


it by Force, ran to the Prifon, where the Tyrant, 
after the young Alexius his efcape 
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had 


d 
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to be detain’d, and knock’d off the Manacles of the 
poor Prince, who had been fo barbaroufly treated by 
his own Brother, and having placed him on the Im¬ 
perial Throne, from which about eight Years be- Haac*>r«. 
fore, he had been fo violently driven, they fent De- 
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puties to the Princes, to give them an Account of the i ex i us 
Flight of the Ufurper, and the Re-eftabliftunent 
theEmpe 




and 


invite the young Prince 
to fhare the Empire with his Father. The Prince? 
were agreeably furpriz’d at fo unexpe&ed a Revolu¬ 
tion, but being grown from long Experience di 


K 
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Itruftful of the Greeks , they the next Morning, at 

the Head of their Army, which they had drawn up 

in Battalia, acquainted the young Alexius , that they 

expe&ed an Alfurance of the Performance of the 

• • 

Treaty, and to have it ratify’d by the Emperor his 
Father ; whereupon two Lords of France , and two 
Venetian Noblemen were difpatch’d to that Prince, 

| who receiv’d with all manner of Honour and 

Magni^ 
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Magnificence, and tho 
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< / 

he found the Articles 


very 


hard, yet over-joy’d atJiis Re-eftablifhment, and fear 
ful of lofing his Empire a fecond time, fhould he by 
a Refufai provoke his Deliverer he inftantly ratify’d 
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em 


3 


and oblig’d himfelf with folemn Oaths to 


able Performance 


Aft 




which the young Prince 


who 


IS 


was conduced by the Confederate Lords in great 
Triumph to Conftantinople, where he was aiTociated 
crown d in with his Father in the Empire, and Crown’d the 
Con a an- fi r : ft.of Augufi, with all Magnificence and Solemnity 


Unopie. 
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Among other things that Alexius had oblig’d him 


*f 


' -a 

»■ i r 


fe! 

Ci 

See of Rome 


rform, he promis’d to renounce the Schifm 
Anceftors, and fubiecl the Greek Church to the 




wherefore, that he 


might fatisfie the 


Princes in fo important an Article, he writ a handfom 
Letter to Pope Innocent , whom he acknowledg’d to be 
thrift’s Vicar upon Earth, and Supream Head of the 


r - 

5 




Univerfal Church ; promifing to render him and hi 
Succeffors that filial Obedience which was their Due 

r 

and to irapioy all his Power to re-unite the Greek 
Church to the Head. Thefe Letters and Promifes 

him nothing, but he found it more difficult to 


coli 


anfwer the other Parts of his Engagement, to pay 
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Money he had 


pro 


mis’d 




and furniih the Troops 


had oblig’d himfelf 


to maintain sn the Holy-War, 


Wherefore having laid down a confiderable part of 
the Money he ow’d 'em, he perfuaded the Princes 
to flay for the reft, and defer their Departure’till the 

without which it would be impoffible 


next 


Spring, 


for him to furnifh ’em with the Shipping and Troops 




had promis’d 


3 


fo 


i 




that he was not firmly efta- 
blifh’d in his Empire, fince his Uncle was ftiil in 

Thrace y fupported by a ftrong Party who continu’d in 
their Duty to him, and Tbeodorus Lafcaris had a great 
Body of Troops on the other fide the Bofphorus in Bl 

thynia. 



therefore defir’d ’em to perfedb'the Work 
shey had fo happily begun, and fix that Throne in 


Safety 


on which they had plac’d him with fo much 


\ 
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ne 
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Generofky ; promifingin the mean time plentifully to 
furnifii ’em with whatever was neceffary for the Sabfi- 
ftanee of their Army, and pay the Venetians all their 
Charges in maintaining the Fleet during the War* 

To this the Princes readily agreed,and that the Re¬ 
mainder of the Year might be employ’d to the belt 
Advantage, they march’d againft Alexius , who had 
feiz’d on Adrlample, from whence they drove him, and 
forc’d him to fearch for a more fecure Retreat elfe-. 
where. After which they reduc’d the greateft part of 
Thrace , and the Winter approaching they return’d full 
of Glory to Confiantinople, which liad been reduc’d al- 
moft to Afhes in their Abfence, by a terrible Confix 4 dreadful 
gration occafion’d by fome Latin Soldiers, who in a c ^Ps ra - 
drunken Fit plunder’d the Houles and a Mofque of ti9h ‘ 
the Saracens, which the late Emperor had fcandaloufly 
allow’d ’em to build in the Imperial City. The 

Saracens , fupported by the Greeks, the fworn Ene¬ 
mies of the Latins , flew upon this fmall Number of 
diforderly Soldiers, and prefs’d ’em fo hard, that 
fome of ’em, more defperately brutifh than the reft, 
fet Fire to a Row of wooden Houfes that flood upon 
the Key the better to favour their Efcape. It is im- 
poffible to exprefs the horrible Ravage this dread¬ 
ful Fire made, for expanding its Flames in an in- 
ftant inthofe Tinder Buildings, it ran on in a Train 
like Wildfire from Street to Street, ’till it grew Ma- 
fterlels, and con fum’d the moft (lately Edifices, the 

magnificent Palaces, and capacious Store-houfes of 
that opulent City. 

This horrible Conflagration feem’d a certain Pre¬ 
face of the approaching Ruin of the Grecian Empire, 
which God thought fit to punifh for their many in¬ 
famous Treafons committed againft the firft Adventu¬ 
rers in the Holy-War, and to tranflate it to the French , 
as he^did Ihortly after, and that at a time when it 
feem’d ready to recover part of its ancient Beauty and 
Vigour. The Manner was as follows. 
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There \yas at that time at Conftantinople one of the 
Illuftrious Houfe of Ducas , whcfe Name was Alexi* j 
tis y and commonly call’d Murtz.uphhy by reafon of hi s 
Eyebrows join’d and hung very thick over his Eyes, 
which was always' confider’d as a Mark of an ill 
Man; and indeed Hiftory can hardly afford one who 
had a blacker Saul* or more favage Nature, or who 
would attempt more abominable Treafons for the 
Accomplifliment of his own Ends. Following the 
Example of the late Ufurper, whom he had ferv’d 

againft Ifaac 3 he thought it no difficult Matter to 
make himfelf Mafter of the Empire, efpecially at fo 
happy a Con j unsure, when Jfaac the old Emperor, 
who could not endure fo fudden and unexpected a 

Change,, was juft deceas’d, and Alexius had ren¬ 
der’d himfelf obnoxious to the People by his great 
Familiarity and Friendfhip fhown to the Latins : He 
rightly concluded that his firft Step was by Po¬ 
pularity, to ingratiate himfelf with the difcontem- 
ed Multitude; he therefore feem’d to lament the 
hard Condition of the Empire, engag’d by a Boy to 
a covetous and proud Nation, their implacable Ene¬ 
mies ; he faid Alexius had already given 'em the rich JJlawl 

of Crete, and oblig.d the Greek Church to yield to the See 
of Rome, and was now preparing new Exaciions to fatis - 
j fie the infat iable Latins. 

"A. IX A Remonftrance of this Nature, urg’d by a Man of 

1204. MurtZjuphles Quality, had its defir’d Effetft upon the 

nnconilant Greeks , who could not hear the Name of a 

Latin without Grief and Horror, efteeming them the 

Caufeof all their Miferies, efpecially of the late Defo- 

laticm of their City. When this was done, he, being 

a Man of a mod fupple and fmooth Converfation, pre- 

fently convey’d himfelf into theEfteem and AffetSions 

of Alexius , who being weak and unexperienc’d made 

this Traitor his only Confident. Having thus by a 

double Artifice impos’d both upon the Prince and the 

People, he firft perfuaded the mifer'able Alexius , who 
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Angelus 
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Oracle, to difoblige the P 


and when they 


who were juftly provok'd at his unhandfome Beha 
viour, began to punifh him with A<fts of Hoftility, 
he then procur'd a Deputation for himfelf to go to the 


Marquis of Montferrat 


whom he promis d 




m 


be 


half of the deluded Prince, and by his Order, to deli¬ 
ver to him the Palace and Fortrefs of Blaquernefs y as a 
Pawn of his Fidelity, provided the Princes would for¬ 
give what was paft, and he would come and deliver 
him from the impatient Populace, who had by this 
time proclaim'd another Emperor in his room. The 
Marquis, not doubting the Concurrence of the other 
Princes, readily accepted the Propofition ,* but the 
Perfidious Murt&uphle , immediately upon his Return 
the Night following, advertis'd the principal Perfons 
of the City and of the Militia of this Treaty, and 


by his Agents inftru<fted for that purpofe rais’d a Tu¬ 
mult in the City, which, he faid, Alexius had fold to 
the Latins . When he had rais'd the Storm up to the 
height he defir'd, he then rufh'd at Midnight into 
the Bed-Chamber, where the unhappy Prince was 
faft aileep, and having awaken'd him, with a trem¬ 
bling Voice and repeated Sighs he told him that all 
was loft, that the Commonalty, Nobility, and Gentry 
with the Guards, were all ready to fall upon the Pa¬ 
lace and cut him in pieces, upon an Intimation that 
he de-fign’d to deliver up the City to the Latins : 


3 


Whereupon the 


d Prince, wholly abandoning 


himfelf to the Conduct of Murtzupbie,' that perfidious 
Villain, who prefs’d him to fave himfelf, threw about 
him a Morning Gown, carry'd him through many 


3*9 


the remoteft and mo ft fecure part of 
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Winding 

the Palace, from whence fome of his Inftruments 
plac'd there for that purpofe, dragg’d him to a loath 

fom Dungeon, where he liv'd in great Mifery for a Mimzu- 
few Days, 'till the Tyrant, who had attempted his Life phle mur 
feveral times unfuccefsfully by Poifon,went himfelf to ciers the 


the Prifon 


and 


Hands 


y 


the better 


uelly ftrangled him with his own 

himfelf the Crown 


young: Em 


fecure 


which he immediately Ufbrp'd 


For 


ppror, and 
Ufur vs . 
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Con flan* 

% 

fcmople 

befiegd by 
the Priiu 


ces 
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having thus difpos’d of Alexius, he inftantly 
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ave 



For 

preferred himlelf to the People, to whom he 
an Account of what he had done for the Security of 
then Liberties, and earneftly exhorted ’em to affiff 
him in the Prefervation of ’em, and to make Choice 


i 




\h 


r an 



who had Courage enough to 




em againft the Latins , that were ready to 




pprefs and 


enflave 


em. 



the Guards 


and all thofe of his Fa&ion,- with mighty Acciama* 


tions faluted him Emperor, in which they were fol¬ 
low’d by the People, who are apt in all popular Tu« 
limits blindly,to take thofe Impreffions which are firft 
iven ’em. 

When this abominable Paricide was difcover’d to 
the Princes, they for the prefent deferr’d the Enter 



prize of the Holy-Land, and refolv’d to turn their 
Arms againft the Ufurper, as well to revenge the hor¬ 
rible Murder committed upon the Perfonof him they 
had made Emperor, as to make themfelves Maftersof 


Confiantimple, a thing the moft neceffary for the Con 


quell of the Holy-Land, as had been tod evident in 


once 


all the other Crufades; fo that the War began 
more both by Sea and Land. 

The Tyrant, who had been bred a Soldier, and 
knew his Safety entirely depended upon a vigorous 
Defence, fail’d not of giving all neceffary Orders for 


it. 


Notwithstanding which the Princes, who were 



not much concern’d at his Preparations, arefolv’d up 


on a general Affault, which they made on the eighth 


of April; -and tho 5 , animated by an ardent Befire 


which they had, and a certain Hope of taking that 
Day the richeft City in the World, the Soldiers did 
Miracles upon that Occafion, yet the Number of the 

Defendants being infinite in Comparifon of the Altai- 
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lants 




they were forc’d to retreat about three in 


the 


Afternoon, after they had loft feveral brave Men 
and a great many Engines of Battery. Norwich 


) 


ftanding which the fame Night in a Council of War 


they refolv’d upon a fecond Affault, concluding 

chat 
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licies requiiite to an Emperor, which never fail to Baldwin 
attra<a the Efteem, Veneration, Love and Affe&ions f ' 
of his Subje&sj and'who was accordingly Crown’d chofi^Em. 

in the Church of SanBa Sophia, with all the Magni- per or of 

licence ufual at the Coronation of the Emperors, and Conftan- 
with the Appiaufe and Acclamations of the Latins and hf 
Greeks . To him the Princes affign’d, with the Im * >mm * 


perial City of Gonftantinople , all the Country of Thrace, 
and a limited Sovereignty over the reft; after which 
they proceeded to a Divifion and Diftribution of the 
other -Lands and Provinces of the Empire : Thejfaly 
was ereded into a Kingdom, for Boniface , Marquis 

of Montferrat * the Venetians had the Ifles of the Archi¬ 
pelago, great Part of the Peloponnefus, with many Cities 
upon the Coafts of the Heliejpont and Phrygia, toge¬ 
ther with the Ifle of Crete, or Candia, which they 
purchas’d from the Marquis of Montferrat, to whom 
it had been given by the young Alexius . Liberal Shares 


were allotted to the other Adventurers 


3 


proporti¬ 


onable to the Charges they had been at in theExpe 
dition. 

This mighty Alteration in the Confiantinoplitan Em- A. Dl 

• it • « i** i r* *- r* . • 4* 

pire, 

accompany all violent Mutations. The Greeks 


was attended with inch Confequences asufqally 1206* 

• f x m- m r i _ — f - + "* 


who 

bore with Impatience the Latin Yoke, took all Op¬ 
portunities of afferting their Liberties; and when 
Baldwin, the new Emperor, had reduc’d all Thrace 
except Adrianople, thither the better fort of the dif- 




contented Greeks fled as to a Sanduary and Refuge^ 
from the prevailing Power of the Latins . On the 
other fide Baldwin, who knew of what Confequence 
a Place fo confiderable as that was would be to him 
thought it proper to reduce it whilft his Friends 
were near to affift him, and therefore clpfely be- 
fieg’d it. Thofe within defended chemfelves with Baldwin 


3 






a Refolution hardly to be equall’d, whilft others befifes A- 
of their Nation, who had withdrawn into Bulgaria^ drianople 

follicited John, the King of that Country 


3 


to re 


lieve 


em 
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and John, being affilted by the Scythians, 

readily 
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readily embark’d himfelf in their Quarrel. Wherefore 

marching at the Head of a gallant Army to their 
Relief, as he approach’d the City he detach’d a Party 


of Scyth 


y 


who were well acquainted with 


Ser 


y 

ble, out of his Intrenchments 


of that Nature, to draw the Emperor, if poffi, 

, and by a pretended 

Flight intice him into a Place among Woods and 
Mountains, where the King had planted himfelf and 
the reft of his Army in order to entrap him. This 
Defign was attended with the Succefs defir’d, the 
whole Army was overthrown with a great Slaughte: 
and Baldwin himfelf taken Prifoner, by which means 

zrians , after this 


J 


the City was reliev’d : But the Bulgarians , 

Vi&ory, greedily purfu’d their good Fortune, and 
with an inhuman Barbarity over-ran all the open 
Country, layingall the wealthy Cities of Thrace wafte 


and defolate, except Adrianople and Didymothicm 


which were valiantly defended by the Greeks and La 
tins who had efcap d this Fury of the Barbarians 


3 



dangerous it is for a People, even in the laft Ex 


tremity 


to call Foreigners into their Affiftance 


who ufually pay themfelves for their Service at the 
and is pat Expence of thofe they have preferv’d : As for the 
*£*cruel unhappy Emperor himfelf, he was fent bound to 


Ternova 


w 

y 


or 


Ernoe , the Capital of Bulg 


9 


where 


fhortly after, having his Hands and Feet firft cut off 


by the King 


Command 


y 


he was thrown into a 


Valley 


y 


where he lay in exceffive Mifery for three 


Days together, at the End of which he dy’d^ and was 
devour’d by the Wild Beaftsand Birds of Prey. 

This was the unhappy End of Baldwin , the firft 
Emperor of the Latins in Constantinople , whofe Reign 


Nicetas 


was not more fhort and troublefom, than his Death 
was cruel, and beyond all Imagination terrible. He 
was a Prince whom the Greek Hiftorian himfelf, who 
we may imagine was not over partial to his Memory j 
allows to have been of aa exemplary Piety towards 
God, of admirable Charity and Goodnefs towards 


his Subjects. efpeGially the poor and miferable 


y 


a 



reat 
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great Lover of Juftice* and fo nicely Chafte*, that as 
he never beftowld any "amorous Glances upon any 
other Woman but his own Wife* fo did he forbid* by 

Proclamation twice every Week* thofe who 
had in any manner violated the Laws of Chaftity.to 
continue in his Court. His extraordinary Tempe¬ 
rance had fo well manag’d his Confutation* that he 



was able with great Chearfulnefs to fupport all the 
Fatigues of War, and Inconveniences of Life. 

In the mean time Lafcaris found it no eafie matter 
to fettle and fecurehimfelf in his new Empire at Nice • 
it was long before the People would allow him the 


Imperial 


i 


ide 


and even after he was declar’d Em 


peror* he found many of his own Nation who pre¬ 
tended as juft a Right to that Dignity* and endea¬ 
vour’d to deprive him of it** tho’ none appear’d more 
dangerous than his own Father-in-Law* the late U- 
furper Alexius : Who having* fhortly after * the Redu- 
&ion o f Constantinople, been taken Prifoner by Boniface * 
who fent him under a ftrong Guard into Mcmtferrat * 
found Means to efcape from thence* and palling over 
into Afia, the perfidious Dotard ftirf’d up the Turks 
againft the new Emperor* tho’ he had marry’d his 
own Daughter ^ and the Turks * pretending what 
they did was in Vindication of Alexius the rightful 

Emperor* grievoufly infefted the Territories of this 
new Empire, and added feveral Places of great 
Strength to their own Dominions. Whereupon the 


Emperor march’d at the Head two thoufand 
Men* the moft he was able in that Exigence to raife* 
to the Relief Of Antioch upon th£ Meander, which 
Handing upon that great River* the Boundary of his 




would open a Way for the Turks into, the 


Empire 

Heart of his Dominions* fhould he puffer it to fall in 
:o their Hands. In a Battel which was here fought be 
:ween ’em* Jathatines , the Sultan of Jconium , was 


• w 




the Emperor’s own Hand* as fome have writ 


and Alexius was taken and clapp’d up into a Mo 


* 


where he had Time fo 




oh the Mife~ 

riei 
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Vol 


ries with which he had involv’d his Country* and to 
finiflr his Life in Repentance. 

Lafcaris, having thus overthrown the Turks, con¬ 
cluded a Peace with them* and had time to fettle his 
State* and fecure his Dominions againft Henry * the 
Brother of the late Emperor Bald-winy and his Succef- 


for at Conftantinople. The War was continu’d between 
’em with various Succefs for feveral Years* being both 
Princes of great Courage and Sagacity* as indeed the 
State of both their Empires feem’d at that time parti¬ 
cularly to require. 

For during the Confufions which immediately en- 
jfu ? d the Lofs of Constantinople * feveral Princes 



the Imperial Family ere&ed to themfelves indepen 
dant Principalities * where they exercis’d a Sove 


Power* and 


reign 

the Greeks as their Enemies 


treated not only the Latins 


y 


but 


who would not ac¬ 
knowledge their Subjection ; by which means this 
iniferable Nation* being divided in it felf* was the 
lefs able to oppofe the Latins , who confirm’d them¬ 
felves in their Dominion' under the Adminiftration 
of this Emperor Henry * and oblig’d Lafcaris at lad 

to own their Authority * and conclude a Peace 
with them. 


Nor was Lafcaris the only Enemy Henry had to con¬ 
tend with during his Reign ; for Michael Angelas, a 

Prince nearly related to the late Emperors* having 

feiz’d on zHEtolia and Epirus . of which he declar’d 



himfelf Defpot, was fucceeded by his Brother Theok 
rusy who was a Man of great Defigns*and impatiently 
bore the Domination of the Latins,whh whom he con- 

warr’d* and took feveral Towns from’em on 

that Side, which he added to his own Dominions. 

This War continu’d during the whole Reign of this 
Emperor, who was at that time bufy’d with Affair! 

barajs'd in ©f the greateft Importance at home. The Latinsy ha 

hi$affairs, ving made themfelves Mailers of Constantinople, 

not only declare Baldwin Emperor* but promote* 

-Thomas Morejtni, 

Creatio 


ft e n ty t he 

4 K 

Latin Em¬ 
peror 



a Venetian to the Patriarchate, whof 


i 


t 



t 
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Creation being fhortly after authoriz’d by Pope 
Innocent, the Greek Church was by that means re¬ 
united to the Latin : but this was done fo much a- 


gainft the Inclination of the Greek Ecclefiafticks 


f 


that 


they omitted no Opportunity of declaring how far 




* ♦ 


they were from complying with it ; and when Velag 
us was fent from Rome to receive their Submiffion ia 
the Pope’s Name, they oppos’d him fo refolutely, 
that the angry Legate caus’d feveral of ’em to be 

clapp’d up in Prifon, which threw all Confiantinopl 

The Monks in a Remonftrance to 


■ 


to an Uproar 

Henry told him. That in 'Things Temporal they had wiU 

lingly fubjeBed themfelves to him , and were ready to obey 




but in Things Spiritual they had a Sovereign Pontiff 


him 

of their own, who exaBed their Obedience, and ft 


that 



Reafon they could not fubmit themfelves to the Bijhop 

Rome. Henry was naturally of a pacifick Temper, 
and was unwilling to opprefs thofe whom by his 
Office he was bound to proted ; fo that, tho’ he had 


great Veneration for the Pope’s Authority, yet he 
thofe rather at prefent to oppofe the Legate, than 


it 


the Hazard of a popular Infurre&ion ; where 


fore he releas’d fuch 


appeas’d the Tumult, but could 


had been committed, which 


put an end to 


the Gontefts and Divifions that continu’d for a long 


time after 



mean time Lafc t 
is before obferv’d 


3 


with 



% 

concluded a 

Latin Emperor 


at Confiantinople y not only fortify’d his chief Cities 
againft the Invafion of his Enemies, as well Turks as 


Latins , but endeavour’d to feciire himfelf by fuch 




Alliances as he thought would prove molt fervice 
able to the prefent Face of his Affairs. He had three 
Daughters by his firft Wife one of which he 

had marry’d to the King of Hungary , and Irene , who 


Lafcans 


was the Eldeft, having bury’d her firft Husbahd An - appoint s h 

dronicus Talaologus , was now marry’d to John Ducas , Succcjfir , 
furnam’d Batatz^a, or Vataces , a Man of great Autho- lP u 

nty add no lefs Merit in his Court, whom he de cas 


Z z 


%n’d 


ces. 




f 



o 




Peter, the 
Eati n 

peror, put 
to Death by 

Theodo- 
jus Com. 

srenms. 

% 


77 


oe 
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fign'd for his SuccelFor ; for tho' he had a Son by his 
fecond Wife, who was an Armenian by Birth, yet he 
being an Infant was judg'd unable to fit at the Helm 
of State in fuch Times of Danger, and that when the 
Empire it felf was in its Infancy. 

After this we meet with little memorable during 
the Reign of this Emperor, but we ought not to 
conclude it 'till we have given the Reader a brief Ac¬ 
count of the Fortunes of the Latin Princes, that 

reign'd in his Time in Constantinople . To Balhvin 3 the 




firft of thofe Emperors, fucceeded Henry of Beinault 
as has been before obferv'd, who maintain'd the Em¬ 
pire with great Glory and Succefs for ten Years toge¬ 
ther. and dy'd a Conqueror ,• after his Death, Veter 


of Auxerre , who had marry'd his Sifter, and fignaliz’d 


was 


himfelf upon feveral extraordinary Occafions 
unanimoufly chofen to fucceed him. This Prince ar 


3 


was 

there, together with his Wife 



3 



riving at Rome in his Way to Confiantinople 

lemnly crown’d 
Pope Honorim III. in the Beginning of Aprils An. 1217. 
and having fent his Wife and Children before him by 
Sea, he enter'd into a Treaty with the Venetians, pur- 
fuant to which he march’d by the Way of Thejfaly and 
Epirus , and laid Siege to Dyrrachium , which was then 
in the Poflfeffion of Theodorus Comnenus y Prince 

Epire , and in whofe Behalf it was vigoroufly defended 
by the Garrifon that was in it. So that being forc’d 
to raife the Siege, he came to an Agreement with 


\ 



Theodorus , who pronlisd him a fafe Paffage to Con 
fiantinople , but fet fuddeniy upon him jn Macedonia, 

took him and the Principal Officers of his Court Pri- 
foners, and put him to Death in the Year following* 
The Greek Writers, who are partial to their Country¬ 
men, vary from this Account in fome Particulars, and 


tell us that he was (lain in an 



ment 


and en 


deavour by that means to vindicate Theodorus from 
the Treachery imputed to him by the Latins > who 


however feem to have a better Authority; for what 
they have written, 







* * 


\ 
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The Affairs of the Latins in Conftantinople became 
fo embarafs’d by the untimely Death of this Prince, 
that Philip, Count of Namour, his eldeft Son, refus’d 
the Succeffion ,• fo that Robert of Courtnay, his fecond 

Son, was in a manner courted to accept of the Im¬ 
perial Purple, and had the Misfortune to fee the 
Empire miferably difmember’d in his Time, lofing 

whatever his Predeceifors had been Mailers of on 

the other fide the Bo/phorus and Hellefpont to John Du- 
cas Batat&a, of whom mention has been made al¬ 
ready, and who fucceeded Theodorus Lafcaris at 
Nice. 


Lafcaris had govern’d that Part of the Empire the 
Greeks retain’d in Afia with great Succefs for eigh¬ 
teen Years together, during which he acquitted him- 
felf with great Reputation in all thofe Difficulties 
which ufually attend new States furrounded with 
potent Enemies. He had frequent and fignal Ad¬ 
vantages over the 'Lurks , the Latins , and Bulgarians 



y 

y 


which he exceedingly ftrengtben’d the Empire 
which he may in a great meafure be faid to have 
founded. 


Subje&s 


This made him univerfall) 


belov’d by his 




who 




in Imitation of their Prince 


y 


profi 


ced in the School of Adverfity, and attempted not 
only to recover the Dominions of their Anceftors, 
but to revive their Glory and Military Difcipline. 
Before his Death he took care to leave fuch a Succef- 
for behind him, as might be able to preferve the Re- 
liques of the old Roman Empire, by him collected 
into one Body, and for that reafon put by not only 
his own Son, but his two Brothers, Alexms and Ifaac , 
therein preferring the pubiick Weal before his own 
private Affections, or the aggrandizing of his Fami- 

As he was a Man of many Virtues, fo was he 
fubjedt to fome Vices being fiery and Impatient, 
and moft abominably addi&ed to the Love of Wd 

His Liberality and Expences exceeded in the 



i V 


men. 


Income of his narrow Eftate, which made him fre 
juently opprefs fyis Subje&s with heavy Taxations 


z 





who 



r 


14 * 
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r 

I 

who obferving in how higher a degree their Neigh¬ 
bours on every fide were harafs’d and impoverifh’d, 
fubmitted chearfully, and oftentimes fupply’d him 
with their voluntary Contributions. He dy’d before 
he was full forty eight Years of, Age, and after he 
had reign’d about eighteen, in the firft of Robert 

Emperor of the Latins in Constantinople, the tenth 
Frederick Emperor of Germany , and fifth of Henry III 
King of England , A* ZX 



1221 . 


Lafc 


being dead, John Ducas was crown d by 


the Hands of ManueL Patriarch of the Greek Church 


Nice 


Being 


Man of Spirit, flow in refolving 


but indefatigable in the Execution of what he had 
once refolv’d, the Eyes and Expectations of all his 
Subjects were fix’d upon him • and upon Experience 
they found, that th 

was owing to the Activity of Lafcaris , but to fuppor 
it requir’d the deliberate Care,Prudence, and Circum 


Eredion of their new Empire 


fpect 


us bu 



Ducas 


This new Emperor, immediately after his Corona 
tion, began to enquire into the State of his Army 
and beheld with Regret the narrow Limits of his 


J 


Empire 
enlarge 
ons 


* 


which he prepar’d 


he rais’d new Levies, augmented his 


great Induftry to 

Legi- 


3 


and invited fuch Officers into his Service, as 



judg’d would be of ufe to him. Having no lefs a 


Defigr 

felf 


m 


w 


It 


a 


nd whate 


than the Recovery of 

iter the Latins held 



Greece 


Thrace , which he knew could not be done without 


powerful Navy 


j 


he 




the ft 


built a great Number of Gallies 
of Afia, and Mann’d out a ftrong 
Fleet, with which in the Courfe of his Wars he took 
in moil of the Ifiands in the ^£gean Sea, and paffing 

the Hdefpont he.invaded the Cberjonfie , and afterwards 


Pi 

JT 


1 


p even 


Cates of Confiantinop 




the 



Terror of the Latins , who gave an unhappy 
Beginning to the War themfelves i For Alexius 


the 



Of? 


Emperor 


Brothers 


5 


offended at the 


3 


withdrew to Confiantinop 


3 


where 


they 



I 
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they earneftly follicited Aid from the Latins againft 


Robert 


liim 3 whom they confider’d as no other than an U- 

, the Latin Emperor, readily under¬ 
took their Prote&ion, and having rais’d a formidable 

committed it to their Conduct: In the mean 


furper 


Army, 

time John , who had been inform’d of their Defigns, 
prepar’d for their Reception, and engaging with’em 
at a Place call’d Boemanmum , got the Advantage after 
a long and bloody Difpute, cut off the Flower of the 


Army 


and took the two Brethren Prifoners 


) 


who 


A. D* 

1224. 


fhortly after loft their Eyes by his Command. The Lofs 
of this Victory prov’d a great Stroke to the Affairs 
of the Latins in the Eaft, as on the other hand it 
ferv’d to exhilarate and revive the afflicted Greeks , 

who 


receiv’d 


new 


Courage from this Succefs, 
and confiderd it as a Pledge of their future Prof- 
perities. 

AJJan , or Az*en y the King of Bulgaria , who had for fie marries 
fome time been equally terrible both to the Latins hls s ° 7 : t9 

fo touch’d with the Reputation of gulgam’f 


and Greeks 


was 


this Prince’s Exploits, that he made a voluntary Daughter. 

Offer of his Daughter Helena in Marriage to Theo 

dore s the Emperor’s Son, which was readily embra 

ced by John; for he knew of what Confequence the 

Alliance of fo powerful a Prince would be, who 

otherwife was able effectually to flop him in the 

Gourfe of his Victories, and affift his Enemies againft 
him 

the 

neither 


fo that the Matter was quickly concluded, and 

celebrated with great Solemnity 



, tho 

Bride or Bridegroom were at that time 


much above ten Years of Age. 

This Advantageous Alliance was no fooner efta- an< * con 


blifh’d 


^ Vi y L 7 ti V. 

Jors to Nice 


but the Sultan of Iconium fent his Ambaffa 


eludes a 
Peace vvitfy 




to confirm and prolong the Truce be- t j QS Turks', 


:ween the two Crowns. The Sultan was at this 
ime grievoufly ftraitn’d by the Tartars , who having 
Iriven the Turks out of Verfia , and the more Eaftern 


rovxnces, began now to prefs hard upon ’em in th 


effer Afia 


© 


3 


and the Sultan fearing left he fhould be 

Z 4 , affaulted 






3 44 





Tlx ^man 

♦ 

- ~ 

affaulted by the Greeks at a time when all his Forces 
were oppos’d to fo potent an Enemy, earneftly 
courted the Emperor to a Peace 
upon weighty Confiderations 



which John 
inclin’d: For 


3 




he not only knew how difficult it would be for him 
to contend with the Turks in Afia, at the fame time 

3 but 

he was alfo willing to preferve the former, as a Bar- 


that he was engag’d with the Latins in Europ 


Theodore. 

Prince ■ of 


to his DominidnSj agaiaft the niore prevailing 
Power of the tartars, ' 

9 _ 

T 

About this Time, whilfl: the Emperor John Lucas 


Epir e,prej- diftrefs’d the Latins 0£1 one fide, Theodorus Comnenas 

jes hard Prince or Defpot of Epire , prefs’d ’em with equal Vi 

He took from ’esi 
and fo far enlarg'd his Domi 




■upon the 

Latins, 


gour and Succefs on the other 

all TheJ]'aly y and Thrace , 


nions, that difdaining a more moderate Title 


* 



affam’d that of Emperor, and was crown’d by the 
Hands of Demetrius , Arch-Bi/hop of Bulgaria , with 
which both the Pope and the Greek Patriarch were 


highly offended, whilfl: Vataces rather filently pe 
mitted, than approv’d or condemn'd what had been 
done. But Theodorus his Succefs had tranfported him 
beyond all Prudence and Moderation, and render’d 


him fo arrogant and prefump 
ately concluded a perpetual Peace with John 


that tho’ he had 

the 


* 


Son of Az,en y King of Bulg 




and marry’d his Bro 


4J9 


ther Manuel to that Prince’s Daugh 


5 


yet this reft 


iefs, haughty, imperious Spirit, impatient of Reftrainf 


3 


brok 


v 


through 


3 


and 


Defiance of the Peace 


3y confirm’d, declar’d War againft John 


3 / 


whom he 


confider’d as a petty Prince, unable to oppofe fo re 


nown’d a Conq 


Having rais’d a powerful Ar 


my, confifting of Latins as well as Greeks, he enter’d 


out ts over 


E u l 


3 


where he receiv’d an entire Defeat, loft the 


thrown and moli experienc’d Officers of his Army, and was him- 

VtHritrZ 1 a ^ en Frifoner by the Conqueror, who order’d 

is a raft Reward for his Perfidi- 


he Bulga 

d?ns* 


mm 


be blinded 


zfhefis and Ambido 




* ' 


By 








daily reliev’d the Poor, and flock’d great Store-houfes 
with the Overplus. From him this commendable In 
duftry deriv’d it felf, as from a Fountain to the reft 
fo that in a few Years every Granery was ftor’d with 
Corn/ every Cellar fill’d with Wine, and a general 

Plenty fhin’d throughout the Land ,• and this at a 
time when thzTurks were pinch’d with a grievous Fa 

who therefore had Recourfe to the Emperor’s 


mine 


3 


Territories for Provifions, which they purchas’d at 
whatever Price the Chriftians thought fit to demand 
for ’em; this in a ftxort time fill’d the Countrymen’s 
Houfes with the Wealth of the Turks> and ftor’d the 
Emperor’s Coffers with their Treafure, for they were 
forc’d in that Extremity to part not only with their 

Gold and Silver, but their Jewels, and whatever elfe 


they had of a more precious Value. And it is not a 
Matter the leaft remarkable during this Emperor’s 


Reign 


3 


that fo much Money was colle&ed in a 


ftiort time by the Sale of Eggs, as ferv’d to mak& 
the Emprefs an Imperial Crown of Gold adorn’d 
with Oriental Pearl and Jewels of an ineftimabl'e 
Value. ‘ 

About this time dy’d Robert , Emperor of the Latins 


A . zx 

1228. 


in Conftantinoplh , after an unfortunate Reign of Seven Robert, 


Years, during which he fa w his Countrymen weaken’d 


the Empe¬ 
ror of Con 


and diftrefs’d more than ever they had been before. ftant j no 

Fie p]g, dies. 



< 



He dy 5 d in Achaia, as he was returning from Rome i 
where he had been to be Crown'd in a more folemr 
Planner by the Pope* as fome have written ; tho 3 
others fay his Bufmefs there was to complain of a 

A Bayba- barbarous Outrage committed upon his beautiful Em- 

ms out - prefs by a Burgundian Lord* to whom file had been 

wftted^u contra< ^ e ^ formerly* but had deferred him at the 

7ntL Per- Inftigation of her Mother* who was charm’d with 

f&» of the the Honour of the Imperial Bed : For this Reafon 

Emprejs. the incens’d Lover cut off her Nofe and Ears* and 

♦ 

threw her ambitious Mother into the Sea. Tho 5 this 
Account be true in Subftance* yet ’tis mod proba¬ 
ble this Barbarity was committed during the Ab« 
fence of the Emperor* whofe Power and Authority, 
had he been prefent* might have been fufficientto 
have protected the unhappy Princefs from fo in¬ 
human a Treatment. However it were, the Senfe 
of it ftruck fo deep into his Mind* that it haften’d his 
Death* and left the Burgundian to triumph unpunifh’d 
in his bloody Revenge. 

Baldwin Robert being dead* Baldwin * the fecond that of 

IL faceted?c Name* fucceeded him being his Son* as moft of the 

Latin Writters will have it, or rather his Brother, 

as we learn from more Authentick Accounts. This 

% 

Prince was* at Robert's Death* no more than eight 
Years of Age* for which Reafon 3 twas judg'd ne- 
ceffary to marry him to fome Lady* an Alliance 
with whofe Family might prove a Support to his 
tender Years and the declining Empire, 

From the time that the Latins had driven the Greeks 

4 

out of Constantinople * an Emulation and Enmity had 
been preferv’d between the two Imperial Families at 
Nice and Trabez,ond 3 which animated 'em to fo high a 
degree* that nothing but the common Fear they had 
of the Latins reftrain’d ’em from open A 6 ts of Hofti- 
lity 5 fo that upon this Occafion Comnenas * the Em¬ 
peror of Trabe&ond *‘ earnefdy defirid to marry his 
Daughter to Baldwin 3 promifing no lefs than the 
Ktter Ruin of John Fataces from fuch an Alliance. 

This 



< 


1 


1 




f 


Chap. V, 


‘ s 


* f 


CVl. J. Due. Nic. Bald. II, Conll 


347 


C jf 

This Offer had undoubtedly been embrac’d by thpfe 

at Con ft antinofle 3 had they not ftill* upon good Grounds* 
diftrufted the Sincerity of the Greeks ;' This Confi- 
deration made ’em reject the Propofal* and incline 


deration made ’em reject the Propofal, and incline 
to John de Brienne^ at that time General of the Pope’s 
Armies in the Weft* whofe Eldeft Daughter Jolante 
had been formerly marry’d to Frederick * the We ft era 
Emperor* who depriv’d him of the Kingdom of J'em- 
falem 3 to which he had been advanc’d in Right of 
his Wife Mary , Daughter of Ijabella the former Queen. 
John was at that time* according to the Greek Writers* 


hty Years of Age* of an eftablifh’d Reputa* 
\rms* being efteem’d one of the greateft Cap- 
his Time, and an exaeft Obferver of his Word 


ghty Years of Age* 
Arms* being efteem’d 


Him the Lords 


Pope fo 


Conftantinople fent to delire of the 


their Emperor* alluring him that after his 


Death the Succeffion fhould returr 

a 

was to marry the Princefs Mary 


0 Baldwin , 
or Martha 


y 


who 

his 


Daughter* whom he had by his fecond Wife Beren 


garia * the Daughter of Alphonfo King of Caftile 


this means . John 

rais’d him firft t 


By 


was 


whofe extraordinary Merits had John de 
the Royalty from a private State* Brienne 

and at length advanc’d him to the Imperial Dignity* G J a * 


d with great Solemnity at Conftantinople : ft an ti no 


Some fay he declin’d the Name of Emperor 
tenting himfelf with that of Cafar. and Guarc 


y 


con- pie 


the Empire *• he 
perial Authority 


f with that of Co?far, and Guardian of 
however* fince he aefted with an Xm- 


he 


by fome added to the Cata 


Fogue of their Emperors. 

Whilft John de Brienne was applying himfelf in fome 
meafure to re-eftablifti the Affairs of his miferable 


Empire* 

John A ZjCn 
the Latins 
the Veneti 


the Greek 


y 


King of Bulg 
and having reo 


Emperor* in 


in Conjunction with 
exceedingly harafs’d 
d feveral Towns from 


y 


as well 


the French * 

their confederated Forces upon John, who beha 
himfelf with a Courage and Magnanimity equal 
his former Reputation* but was not attended w 

his ufual Succefs. At firft Fortune feem’d to coun 


they fell with 
, who behav’d 


5 


but was 


attended with 


At firft Fortune feem’d 


nance 





A. Z>. 

1237. 

where he 



* 

* 



Shortly 





f 





By thefe Means Vataces recover’d feveral Places 
great Confequence, and enlarg’d his Dominions 
thofe Parts - and the young King of Bulgaria dyii 
fliortly after, he extended his Conquefts yet farther, 
and .grew almoft as powerful in Europe ,a$ he was in 
The reft of this a<ftive Emperor’s Reign was fpent 
in the Settlement of his new Conquefts, and in fre¬ 
quent Expeditions againft thofe, who having once 
own’d his Authority perfidioufiy renounc’d it, and 
took up Arms againft him $ in which he was attended 
with his ufual Succefs, feldom or never attempting a- 
ny thing which he did not effect. At length, being 
full of Years, as well as Honours, he paid the laft 
Debt to Nature, after a glorious Reign of thirty 
three Years, and when he had liv’d upwards of fixty, 
leaving the Character of a great Soldier, a vigilant 
Prince, and confummate Statefman, behind him, as 
appears by his frequent Vitftories and fuccefsful Ne¬ 
gotiations. ’Tis obfervable of him, that in the Be¬ 
ginning of his Reign he was affable, and eafie of 
Accefs^ but having been once alarm’d by a Confpi- 
racy form’d againft him, he grew more difficult and 
referv’d, to which he was inftigated by Irene the Em- 
prefs, a Woman of a Temper manly and imperious. 
Tho’ he was an indulgent Matter, yet was he more 
liberal to Strangers and Ambaffadors than his own 
Subje&s and Servants, as defiring to be renown’d foe 
his Magnificence abroad rather than at home. Af¬ 
ter the Death of Irene , who dy’d feveral Years before 
him, he marry’d Anns the King of Sicily s Sifter, who 
had in her Service a Lady of an uncommon Beauty* 

call’d Marcefina , with whofe Love the Emperor grew 
fo much enfnar’d, that fhe became abfolute in his 
Affe£Hons.. Whilft he was in the Poffeffion of this 


Dotage, the fair Favourite reign’d with almoft an un¬ 
limited Authority, equalling the Emprefs in State 
and Magnificence, and by far exceeding her in her 
Followers and Attendants ,* ’till ftraining her Power 

too far, the aged Emperor at length became afham <3 

of 


f 
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of his Folly, and his Miftrefs fell into Difgrace. Va 

taces dy’d in the twenty eighth Year of Baldwin II 
the twentieth of Lewis IX. King of France , and thir¬ 
ty eighth of Henry III. King of England , A> D, 


SS 


% 

# 


John Lucas P’ataces being dead, his Son Theodoras Theo^o- 


Lafc 


3 


who was about thirty three Years of Age, *? S . L ® 


fucceeded him in the Empire. The Beginning of this 
Prince’s Reign was remarkable for the Treaty renew’d 
between him and the Sultan of Iconium ; to which he 

more readily inclin’d 


{cans 



becaufe he "was inform’d 


that 


liiUlW ACctU liy XXIV^lXXX UVVCI uxv 

his Brother-in-Law, the King of Bulgaria , and Mi 
chael Angelas the Defpot, hearing of his Father 
Death, had rais : 



new Troubles in Macedonia and 

/* i 

Thrace , not without Hope at length of joining what 
the Emperor held in Europe to their own Territories. 
Whereupon having firft provided for the Security of 

his Affairs in Afia 3 he pafs’d the Hellefpont with a pow¬ 
erful Army, and adied with fo, much Courage and 
Succefs, that thofe Princes were glad to accept of a 
Peace upon hi$ own Terms, and reftore whatever 
they had taken from him. Whilft he lay at Tbejfalo- Michael 

d Letters from Nice , informing him 


mca 


he 



that Michael TaUologus , whom he had left for his 

Lieutenant in Afia during his Abfence, had 
cretly withdrawn to the Turks ,• with which he was 
the more concern’d, becaufe he knew Michael was a 
Man of great Intereft arid Authority, being defcended 
from no lefs than five Imperial Families, and weli 
vers’d in the Arts both of Peace and War. 


gus 

draws ta 
the TuikSv 


Whilft the Emperor was dreading the Confequen- 
ces of fuch a Revolt, he was inform’d that Michael 
had declar’d that what he did proceeded not froin a- 
ny Difaffe<5Hon to the Emperor, or Ill-will towards 


him 
Exile 


3 


but that he had devoted himfelf 


to 


voluntary 


y 


to avoid thofe Dangers with which he was 
threaten’d by the implacable Malice of his Ene¬ 
mies, who fill’d the Emperor’s Ears with odious 

Complaints againft himy and render’d him fufpe&ed 
so his Matter, 


Val&o 











» 


Chap. V 

of S of aft Jr 6 

ing themfelves among 
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where Theodoras was to be interr’d, mix 

an infinite Multitude of Peo 




pie 


) 


who had reforted thither. 


as it 


ufual at fueh 


Solemnities; ana iii ujc hhuh ul ntw ^ 

Word given* they with their drawn Swords purfii’d and ^ 


and in-the midfl of the Holy Office 


at 


Mti&a 



who 


with his two Brothers, Andrmicm and 


is 

dcr'd* 


Theodoras, had fled for Refuge to the Altai-; where they 
were molt inhumanly maffacred: And tho’ the Ma¬ 
trons appointed for Mourners fled away in great Con- 
fufion, yet thefe Butchers forc’d the Monks, who were 
flying with the reft, to return and finifti the bloody 


O bfe q 




MuTjalo being thus barbaroufly remov'd,, Arfenlu 

:ince. ThisPre 


•f r 


E 




was left foie Guardian to the young Prin 
late was a Perfoii pf great Learning and 

laving from his Youth led a retir’d contemplative Life* 

Stranger to State-A flairs* and the Management 





a 


was 






t, 




if. 

\ 

I 


of an headftrong ungovernable People; wherefore he 

call’d thole-very Perfons to Council* who had com* 
plotted the Death of his Gollegue* with whom he 
confulted what was to be done in that Exigency* 

In this Council it manifeftly appear’d of how much p a l$ 0 Io 
Power V altfologus was among’em; to him they dire&ed gus 



i 

iii 


as a 




L - 


IV 


\ * 


all their Difcourfes, and fix’d their Eyes on him 

Man the molt proper* for his Wifdom and Experience* 

to be entrufted with the Care of the young Prince* 

and the Management of the State. The Patriarch had 
feme 


fires 


* * 




* 

V 


\ 9 


•i 


before made him Pay-mailer of the , Army 
by vertue of which Truft he had a mighty Treafure at 
Command* and was by that means able to oblige fuch 
as he thought would prove th.e.fitteft for hisvPurpofe* 
and with the, fir ft Opportunity favour his ambitious 
Defigns. He was therefore iipon this Occafion uni- and is de 

nimoufly declar’d Protestor of the Prince and Empire * clay? * Pr 
and by that means invefted yvith.fo large a Power* ie ^ Qr> 
that he wanted nothing but the Title of Emperor. 

This extraordinary good Fortune might have fatif- 

fy’d any Man of lefs al pi ring Thoughts than Valaolo 




gas. That the World might lee how worthy he was of 



2 


thofe 
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merly belong'd to his Predeceffors. Among thofe who 
had been taken Prifoners by his Brother John in Mace- 

cedonia was the Prince of Feloponnefus a ndAchaia, who 

having marry’d Michael Angelos Daughter* was by 
vertue of that Alliance drawn into his Quarrel: this 


Prince was brought Prifoner to Nice, immediately af¬ 
ter the Coronation of Falaologus 3 and that Emperor 
would not be prevail’d upon to releafe him* ’till he had 
deliver’d up to him Sparta and two other Cities of 

great Confequence in Feloponnefus; all which being 

edeem’d very ferviceable to his future Defigns* were 
committed to the Care of his Brother Confiantine * a vi¬ 
gilant and experienc’d Officer, who fhortly after reco¬ 
ver’d feveral other Towns from the Latins * and by de¬ 
grees reduc’d the greateft part of Feloponnefus . When 
this was done* the Emperor in Perfon pafs’d with a 


great Army 


Thrace * with a defign to lay 


Siege to Conftantinople it felf ; which when he perceiv’d 
it was a thing too extraordinary to be at that time at« 
tempted , he laid Siege to the Caftle of Vera; the Con- 
queft of which he knew would prove of dangerous 
Confequence to the Townie felf. Here he met with 
fo vigorous a Refiftance* that after he had been feve¬ 
ral times repuls’d* he found himfelf oblig’d to retire $ 
but before he return’d home* he took Care fo effedlu 


ally to difpofe his Soldiers 



u 


rrifon up and down 


in thofe Parts* that Confiantinople was in a manner 
block’d up* and the Inhabitants fo reftrain’d by the 
Incurfions which Fdaologm s Soldiers made up to the 
very Gates of the City* that in a fhort time they 
were reduc’d to the greateft Extremities, being* 
mong other Neceffities oblig’d to burn fome of the 
mo ft beautiful Houfes in the City for want of Fewel. 

the mean time* return’d to Nice 3 where 


a 


us 


Fal&olog 

he continu’d forming new Defigns* ’till Michael An¬ 
gelo rais’d freffi Troubles in the Weft* and Chance 
prefented him with an Opportunity of obtaining 

what wkh $11 his Care he had not been able to effedh 



A 
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wonderful to confider in what fatal Security 

Baldwin, the Latin Emperor, liv’d at that time in C on 


359 



ftantinopk , tho’ he was lurrounded with Enemies, who 
had difmember’d his little Empire, and left him Ma¬ 
iler hardly of any thing but the Imperial City it felf. 
His Poverty was equal to his Security, for it had re¬ 


duc’d him to the Neceffity of felling the publick Or 
naments of the City, and pawning his own Son tofome 
Merchants of Bruges, for the Support and Maintenance 
of his State. We may add to all this, that he was a 
Man of little Courage and lefs Authority, contemn’d 


— well by the Latins as the Greeks , all which contribu 
ted to the Revolution that immediately follow’d. 

The Night appointed by the poor Greeks being 
come, Alexius chofe out fifty of his moft refolute Sol 

diet 


2 


em 


who, according to the Agreement between Hs f ur p ri 


were admitted 



their faithful Guides into the 


zes Con 1 
ftancino 


City, where having {lain the Watch, who were m no 
manner prepar’d for fuch an Encounter, they forc’d 
the Gate open, at which Alexius enter’d with all his * e a 


Army 


9 


and a little before Day caus’d the City to be 


fir’d in four feveral Places at 


9 


to the great Ter¬ 


ror and Amazement of the Latins $ who concluding 

the Numbers of their Enemies to be much greater 
than indeed they were, had no Courage either to 


extinguifli the Flames 


ppbfe the Greeks , who be 


ing join’d by their Countrymen within the Walls^ 
fill’d every Street with Blood and Slaughter. In this 
general Confufion the defencelefs Emperor* percei¬ 
ving the Hand of Fate againft.him, fled with Jufti- 

the Latin Patriarch, and fome other of his 


many HAW JUmi'I'i IT dLA idl Wll, dliU Aumw VWHWA v* xtxjt 

Friends, by Sea, firft to Euba : a y and afterwards to 
Venice , quieting the Imperial City to the Greeks , after 
it had been fixty Years in the Hands of the Latins, by 
whom it was purchas’d with lefs Honour than it was 
loft with Infamy. This happen’d in the fecond Year 

of the Emperor Michael Valaologus, the thirty fifth of 


Lewis IX. of France , and forty fifth of Henry III. Kin 


of England , 






D. 12.6 r 




CHAP, 





A* T>. mHE P^edudlion of Constantinople was an Eventfo , 
1261. coniiderable, and at the fame time fo little ex¬ 

pelled by Valteclogus, that he gave no Credit to him 
who brought the firft Exprefs of it; but when frequent 
Meffengers arriv’d with Difpatches to the fame pur- 
pofe, and he had receiv’d Letters from Alexius him- 

felf, with a particular Account of it, then he enter¬ 
tain’d it with a Satisfaction fuitable to the Occafion, 

v - _ J 

and order d publick Thanks to be return’d to God; 
in which the Emperor himfelf, the Senate, the Cler¬ 
gy, and the 
Devotion. 




i 
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Palaeologus 



9 _ 

peror the Senfe of his prefent good Fortune, and 
kindled in him a Defire of re-edifying that City* 
which had been formerly the glorious Miftrefs of the 

Eaft. 

But neither this nor any other Thoughts could di 
vert him from paying the Honour due to Virtue and 

he look'd on Alexius as the Reftorer and Re 


Defert y uv u v*jv ^i* v* "»■» 

deemer of his Country ,* wherefore having cloath’d 
him with Robes of Honour, and plac’d a Crown lit¬ 
tle inferior to that he wore himfelf, upon his Head, 
he order’d him in a folemn and pompous Triumph to 


be conduced through the City 
that for the Year next 


and made a De 


9 


enfuing Alexius 3 s Name fhould 

be join’d with that of the Emperor in all Hymns, and 
Prayers of Thankfgiving. And that he might per¬ 
petuate the Memory of fo great and glorious an 


Action 





commanded his Statue to be ere&ed 


beautiful Marble Pillar before the great Church of 
the Holy Apoftles, that Pofterity might know what 
Alexius had done for the Delivery of his Country. 

His next Care was to cleanfe the City, and re 
move from it thofe Hills of Rubbifh which choak’d 
up the Streets, and lay like Monuments of its Dis¬ 
grace, and the Triumph of its Enemies ; and know¬ 
ing that, tho’ the chief of the Latins were gone with 


their Empe 


5 


yet the greateft Part of the Mer 


chants and Artificers remain’d behind, whofe Indu- 
ftry might prove beneficial and advantageous to the 
State, he aflign’d unto ’em the City of Gala 


now 







call’d Vera 


together with feveral peculiar Privileges, which 
which encourag’d ’em to be eafie and chearful under ^people 


he 


his Government ,• as for the Imperial City it felf, he »h&Greek 
fuffer’d very few to fettle in it but what were natural ivhaU 

Grech 


is. 


tants . 


Hitherto Paheologus s Reign had been attended with 

£uccefs as might in feme meafure deferve the 

, which was afterwards conferr’d upon 
as yet he .had done nothing that could 

but 

■ 

the 


fu c h 

Title of G 

* 

him 


7 



blacken’his Reputation fmee 


Advancement 




4 











the Means by which he had attain’d trnto it. But je- 
fonlie is too often the infeparable Companion of U- 
fbrp&tion, as it now appear'd evidently in PaLeologm; 
who tho' he had attain’d to a greater Degree of 
Happinefs than ever he could reasonably have expe* 
ifted, tho’ he was too powerful to fear any Competi¬ 
tor, and reign’d univerfally in the Hearts of his Suh- 
je<Ste, yet was he continually awaken’d with Fears 
and Apprehenfions, forming Dangers where none 
could arife, and dreading thofe Calamities, his guih 
ty Confcience fuggefted to him he had deferv'd. 

T.his Temper in Palaologus forc’d him upon fuch 
Meafures as very much fully'd that Character which 
ptherwife would have appear’d more beautiful and 
lovely. Theodoras Lafcarls , the late Emperor, had 
four Daughters, the two Eldeft of whom were mar- 
lied to Michael , Defpot of Evire s and Conftantine } 
King of Bulgaria * who having, in the Beginning 
pf his Adminiftration, appear’d difaffedfed to him, in 
his Opinion juftify'd his Sufpicions: Wherefore he 
thought it prudent fo to difpofe of the other two, 
as that they might adminifter no Caufe of Diftruft 
to him ; accordingly he marry’d ’em to two Latins % 
Men of no Birth or Intereft, and who confequendy 
were unable to create him any Trouble. When this 
was done, the diftruftful Ufurper, forgetful of all 
former Obligations, and an utter Stranger to Nature 
and Humanity, the better to fecure to himfelf and 
his Pofterity the Sovereignty of the Empire, being 
unwilling or afraid to kill him, cruelly caus'd the 

Be puts out young Prince’s Eyes to be put out, whom he at firft 
■she Eyes of h a d honour’d as his Sovereign, and afterwards refpe- 

the young ^ e( j 35 his Gollegue. 

mpenn q^his bloody Faefc, which Valaologus defign’d for his 

Security, expos'd him to many Dangers and Calami- 
ties: For Theodora , Sifter to the young Prince, and 
the King of Bulgaria’s Wife, ceas’d not with her 
Sighs, her Tears and Prayers, to incite her Husband 

to Revenge and he, being fupported with above 

twenty 
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twenty thouland Tartars, who lay then upon the lfter# 
broke fuddenly into the Emperor’s 'Territories, and 
over-ran all Thrace with fo great Violence, that the 
whole Country was in, a manner deftroy’d before 
laologus could' be inform'd of their Preparations. He 
was at that time engag'd in a War againft the Defpot 
of Epirus in TheJJaly, and had unavoidably been taken 





by the Bulg 
not efcap’d 


he was returning home, had he 


i 


* t 






i 

g 

i 


ft 


in a VelTel that accidentally put into wa 

ter, and landed him fafe at Conflantinople $ where tho 1 

he publickly p re fum’d to return Thanks for his De¬ 
liverance, yet his late Barbarity had provok’d the 
Divine Vengeance, and in time involv’d him in fuch 
Difficulties as hardly any of his PredecelTors had been 
expos’d to before him. 

Pie look’d on the Prince of Epire, and King of 
Bulgaria , as his irreconcilable Enemies; he was no 
lefs afraid of Charles , King of Sicily , a Prince of great 
Power and Reputation, whofe Son having marry’d 
the Daughter of Baldwin, late Emperor of the Latins 


in Conflantinople 


3 


was 


ually follicited by that 


r. 


Prince, for his Reftoration : He knew how unable he 




* 


was 


i 


without fome 


thefe Pow 


Foreign Affiftance 


ffiould they unite againft him 


to oppofe 


and 


A, VYV viJj JUVUIU VUV^J Ulillv CigClAUib UUXi ^ auu 

having obtain’d the Empire by indirect unlawful 


I 


Means 


3 





was every Hour afraid of lofing it 




:u 

& 
I' t 


And that nothing might be wanting to aggravate 
the DifcontCnts of this Emperor, Arfenius, the Patri¬ 


arch, was lb worthily 


d againft him for his 


i 

$ 

i 


Treafon and Barbarity, that he had the Courage to 
Excommunicate him, and all thofe who had been his 
Accomplices in his late Cruelty to the young PrinCe $ For-which 
and tho’ Valaologus earneftly petition’d him for feve- he 


Days together to have the Excommunication 


mumca 
by the 


ed 


i 


ken off, yet the Patriarch perfifted with fo much YJanh 

Courage, that the Emperor found himfelf oblig’d 

to call 

* 

mon’d 


Synod of Bifhops, where Arfe 




was fum 

appear, to anfwer fome pretended Crimes 
she Emperor had to alledge againft him and when 

the 


y 


i. 

I 

s 


r 

k 

i 


*\ 
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Hiftorf. 


Vol 



« 


* 

the undaunted Prelate refus’d to anfwer the Sum 
mons, he was formally depos’d, and Germ anus , Arch- 


o 


Bifhop of Adrianople , was fubftituted in his Place 
which in a fiiort time he grew fo weary, that he vo. 

luntarily re(ign’d,and made way for the Advancement 


of another, who prov’d more Complaifant to the per 




plex’d Emperor. 


ful 


Shortly after this the Venetians rigg’d out a power 


leet for the Recovery of thofe Iflands in the e/f? 




gean Sea, which V ahseologus had feiz’d immediately after 
the Reduction of Confiantinople ; whereupon a War 
commenc'd, and was continu’d between them and the 
Emperor for feveral Years together, during which the 
Venetians prevail’d fo mightily agalnft him, that had 
not the Genoefi been perfuaded to affift him, he had 
feeen oblig’d to quit the Imperial City, for which the 


and plung'd 

into innu¬ 
merable 

Tnubks. 


Pope was fo offended at the Genoefe , that he proceed 


ed to an Excommunication againft ’em. 

Thefe Difficulties, with which he faw himfelf fur 




rounded on every fide, made Falaologus have Recourfe 
to a Remedy which in the End prov’d fatal to him and 
the Empire, which like an old difeas’d Body haften’d 


now to a Diffolution. That he might the better di¬ 
vert thofe Troubles which threatn’d him from the 
Weft, where the Pope, the late Emperor Baldwin j the 
King of Sicily y and the Venetians , were combin’d a- 
gainft him, he fent his Ambaffadors to Urban IV. then 

to fubmit himfelf and all his 



Pope of Rome3 
Dominions to the Latin Church, provided the Pope 
would undertake to (belter him from the Storm which 

Purfuant 


feetn’d ready to difcharge it felf upon him. 


A- D . to which, in the Council of Lyons 3 which was cele 

1276. braced in the Year 1276. either in Perfon, 

Hiiinnova - have written, or rather by his Ambaffadors 


fome 

f V If WklVllj J. UV1JV. L/J a. * J- A. 1.1 L/UllUVtWl h 0 HO 

iionsinRe. a formal Subrniffion, admitted the Latin Ceremonies 


lig im caufe 
a Per fee U- 


into the Churches of Greece 


and 




cknowledg’d the 

tioK in the Supremacy of the Pope. Bat when he undertook to 
Greek introduce and fettle this Reformation in his Domini- 


Church* 


CDS 


> 



th 


p 


Patriarch 



his Pofty and for- 

.fakine 
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Dominions when he was labouring under almod in 
fuperable Difficulties. Valaolcgus dy’d in the twenq 




US 


fourth Year of his Reign and fifty 


dy’d 


the twenty 


ghth of his Age 


* 


the thirteenth of Philip furnam’d the Bold 


9 


King 


of France , and tr 
England , An, Dom 


and the eleventh of Edward I. King of 


8 ? 


Michael PaUolcgus being dead 


his deleft Son 


y 


An 


dronicus fucceeded him in the Empire* which he held 


A. D 

12 8 i 


longer and govern d 


unfortunately than his Fa- Androni* 


ther, laying a Foundation in the Beginning of his cusI1 
Reign for thofe innumerable Calamities which befei 


him afterwards 


His Father left two Sons more be 


hind him, the Elder of which was call’d Conftamine 9 
and the Youngeft Theodorus; Confiantine was furnifli’d 

with all thofe Gifts of Nature which beautify a defer- 
ving Prince, and by his courteous obliging Behaviour 
had render’d himfelf the Darling of the People. This 
made him better belov’d than his Brother by the late 
Etiiperor, who once thought of preferring him to the 


Succeffion j and when the Confideration of Birth¬ 
right had prevail’d with him to the contrary, he then 
propos’d to difmember great Part of Tbejfaly and Ma¬ 
cedonia from the Empire, and declare him Prince of 
it with an abfolute independent Authority. This ’tis 
thought he would effe&ually have done, had not 


it with an abfolute independent Authority. This ’tis 
thought he would effe&ually have done, had not 
Death prevented him ,• however he affign’d him fueh 
large Revenues as anfwer’d the Greatnels of his Mind, 
and enabled him with an unlimited Bounty to oblige 


» 


his Favou 
concurr’d 




Followers and Depend 


all which 


render him at firft ungracious, and af¬ 


terwards fufpedled to his Brother 


This ill Difpofi 


tion in the Emperor towards him being obferv/d by 


his flattering Courtiers 


they endeavour’d to improve 


it, by reprefenting to him the Dangers he ought 


apprehend from a Perfon fo popul 


whofe great 


Bounty wasamanifefl Argument of his ambitious De 


figns 


Con ft 


was then 


Aft, 


where he had in 


many Battels overthrown the Turks , and courageoufly 
defended the Frontiers of the Empire, This alfo was 

ailed g’d 










1 





1 




pafs’d the prodigious Mountains of Olympus , Fell on and 
Ojfa y and pierc’d into the Plains of Theffaly, and at 
length, after long Marches and bloody Confli$s, they 
feated thetnfelves in Attica , having brought innume¬ 
rable Calamities upon the Empire, and firft taught 

the Turks the Way into Europe. * 

At the fame time that the Spaniards prepar’d to in- The Turks 
vade Theffaly , thofe Turks feparated from ’em, and be- defiroythe, 
ing then about one thoufand three hundred Foot, & n ? erors 
and eight hundred Horfe, they offer’d the Emperor to 1 rovince5 ' 
depart quietly home, provided they might be trail- 
fported with all their Subfiance into Afia; to which 
Andronicus 3 who reflected on the great Mifchiefs they 
had already done his Provinces, and willing to be 
eas’d of fo troublefome a Burden, readily condefcen- 
ded, and gave Orders for their Tranfportation ac¬ 
cordingly. But the Imperial Officers and Soldiers, 
obferving the great Spoil they had gather’d in the Em¬ 
peror’s Provinces, and were now going to tranfport 
into A [say to the eternal Infamy, as they thought, of 
the Roman Name, they undertook a thing neither ho¬ 
nourable in it felf, Andronicus having given his Word 
to the contrary, nor eafily to be effected; for, allur’d 
with the Hopes of fo rich a Booty , they neither made 
the neceffary Provifions for ’em in their March, nor 
provided ’em with Ships when they came to the Hel - 
lefpont 5 but prepar’d to fall fuddenly upon ’em, and 
deftroy’em. The Matter was not manag’d with fo 
much Secrecy, but the Turks had timely Intimation of 
it, wherefore feizing on a ftrong Cattle that flood in 
thofe Parts, they prepar’d vigoroufly to make it good 
againft thofe ,who had contriv’d their Deftruction, 
and fent immediately over for Affiftance from their 
Countrymen in AJza , which was accordingly fent 
em. When this was done they wafted the Country 
all about by their frequent Excurfions, and grew too 

powerful for the Officers that commanded in that 
Country 0 



When 
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* 

• « 

exempMrily remarkable for fils upright Dealing, and 
Integrity of Life * and was Withal fo devout, that he 
often fpent the greateft part of the Day in his Pra> 



7 % 


at Church. With thefe Qualifications Vbiles un¬ 
dertook the Defence of his Country, and having 

care in the firft Place to 



fmall Army he took 


eftablifh a good Difcipline among his Soldiers, whom 
he earneftly exhorted to 


ranee and Sobriety 
he allur’d ’em by frequent Donatives, encourag’d ’em 




pathetick Speeches,and us’d all means neceffary 
prepare 'em for the Service to which they were de 
fign’d. Wheh he thought he had modell’d ’em accor¬ 
ding to his own Defires, he march’d at the Head of 
this chearful Army againft the Turks, and encamp’d 
on 

being inform’d that a great Body of the Enemy were 
to return that way from Foraging. He had not fain 
here twb Days before he receiv’d Advice that the 
nemies, laden with Spoil, were approaching, and that, 
having difpos’d of their Captives and the rich Booty 
they had taken among their Carriages, they were 


large Plain 


little River call’d Xerogipfum , 



preparing for 

ftiaU’d his Men 



ment 


Philes 


s 


having mar- and 


.muiw4u u mv;uiv xj j 

with great Fury on both Tides 


gave the Word, and the Fight began verthrown 


th 


& 


by Philes 


Turks fighting for / ateo j 0 
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the Prefervation of what they had been purchasing, gU s 


only for the Reco 


9 


and the Chriftians engaging 

very of what they had loft, but for their Religion 
their Liberties, and future Security. The Chriftians 
at firft had the Advantage, ’till he who commanded 
the Right Wing of the Army had his Horfe kill’d un¬ 
der him, which forc’d him to retire out of the Battel, 

. who 


to the great Amazement of the Chriftians, 
thereupon began to give Ground to the Turks that 

the 
and 


prefs’d with redoubled Fury upon ’em. Philes 
mean time urg’d his Men to renew the Charge 


wjbtiiW UigU XX 1VXW11 IU AW1IWVV lilt# 

with earneft Prayers invok’d the Divine Affiftance 


did the Capt 


9 


who were divided between Hope 


and Fear, and lay expecting the Event of the Battel 
At length Titles, follow’d by the molt refolute of 


Bb i 


Men 


5 




4 


The Gnomon Miflory 


Vol. V 


Men, wheel’d about, and in a manner furrounded the 


Barbarian Hor'fe 


7 


whilft the Foot broke in upon the 


main Body, and put ’em to a fhajneful Rout. 


The 


Chriftians purfu’d their fugitive Enemies to the En¬ 
trance of the Cherfonefe, where Vhiles encamp’d, and 
with five Gallies fent him by the Emperor, and eight 
which the Gevoefe of Vera brought to his Affiftance, 
kept the Streights fo fecurely guarded, that’tvs/as im« 


A> D. 

1321. 


kept the Streights fo fecurely guarded, that’tvs/as im« 
poflible for the Turks to receive any Affiftance out of 
Jfia . About the fame time Vhiles his Army was 
ftrengthen’d with two thoufand Horfe out of Servk, 
by which means the Turks were {hut up both by Sea 
and Land, having nothing to recur to but their nfual 
Valour, and were fo weaken’d by frequent A&ions, 
that they began utterly to defpair. Wherefore cafting 
away their Arms in the dead of Night, and taking 
with them all their Gold and Silver, which they had 


in great Plenty among ’em 


7 


they made down towards 


the Sea fide, with a Defign of yielding themfelves up 
to th zGenoeje, from whom they expected more Mercy 
than from the Imperialifts, becaufe they had never 


been provok’d by ’em. 


Nctwithftanding their Pre¬ 
caution, many of’em, in the Confufion of the Night, 
fell unawares among the Greeks , who flew ’em all 


without anyCompaffion. 


brought the Money with them 


The Genoefe kill’d fuchas 


left if they were fuf 


fer d to live,they might in time difcover it to the Greeks; 
the reft they bound in Chains, fending fome to the 
Emperor, and referving thofe remaining as Slaves for 
themfelves. By this means Europe was for the prefent 
deliver’d from the Turks , to Vhiles his great Commen¬ 
dation, and no lefs Joy of the Emperor. 

After this the Court enjoy’d a fhort Repofe, anil 
the Subjeds of the Empire began again to tafte the 


Delights of Peace ; but Andronicus , who had been ft 
long exercis’d in Foreign Troubles, became involv’d 
about this time in Domeftick Embroilments, which 


purfu’d him to his Grave. 


Michael, his eldeft Son 


i 


who was hiis Companion in the Empire, had two Sons 

V; • '■ ~ v s ■ jindre- 




* • j * 
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9 


the 




9 
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Andronhus and Manml , and as many Daughters 
eldeft of which was marry’d to the Prince of Epire 
and her Sifter to the Prince of Bulgaria . The Prince. Andronl- 
Andronhus y tho’ exceedingly belov’d by the old Em- cus tJoe 
peror, was a Youth diffolute and intractable, provo- yom & er 
king both his Father and Grand-father by a thou'fand x 
Extravagances to reprove him almoft every Day. 

Among other Frolicks, he frequency vifited in the 
Silence of the Night, a Lady, the Infamy of whofe 


olute 


Life highly difgrac’d the Dignity of her Birth, and 
who being likewife admir'd by another Gallant, the 
Prince imagining him to be the greater Favourite 
had refoiv’d to remove him, and therefore appointed 
fome Ruffians to watch him as he was going to vifit 
his Miftrefs, and to difpatch him. It happen’d that 

Manuel s Andronhus’ § Brother, went that way that very 


* 


9 


Night, with little or no Attendance, in queft of him 
and was miftaken in the Dark by thofe Murderers 
who gave him two or three mortal Wounds, of which 
he dy’d in a few Days after. This bloody Outrage 
exceedingly afflided the old Emperor, who forefaw, 
from the prefent Temper of the Prince, what was 
like to follow • and when the Report of it was brought 


to his Father, who lay then at 
of Grief 


alonica 


9 


he dy’d 


The Sorrow the Emperor conceiv’d at thefe heavy 
Misfortunes were much improv’d by the Behaviour of 
the young Prince, who grew every Day more extra¬ 
vagant and dangerous; affociating himfelf with Men 
of fadious unruly Spirits, who fought nothing more 
than to improve the Diftempers of the State. Among 


thefe was? Syrgiannesy a Man politick and powerful^ 

who having been formerly imprifon’d by the Empe¬ 
ror for fome ambitious Defigns, tho’ he was now re¬ 
concil’d andentrufted by him, yet he preferv’d in his 

^ace, and retain’d a 
With him was join’d John 


Memory the Senfe of his Difg 
deep Refentment of 


Cantacuz,enus 


(US 


Theodoras Synade 


iU U i* V / M J KJJ ft W ll> Z f* ^ and Alexius Ap wait 9 * 

t|ie two firft. Men of great Honour and Credit 


9 










o 


The tRoman 



Vol.V 


him 


Hereupon the Prince, who, among other Mat 


ters, had promis'd the Emperor to difcover the Names 

of his evil Counfellors, fent for Theodoras Metochit 



the Emperor's chief Minifter, and inftead of per. 
forming what he had undertaken, urg'd him to 
the fame good Offices with the Emperor for them, 
as he had done before for him ,* which when that 
Minifter refus’d, but adjur’d him to withdraw himfelf 
from the Society of thofe Men, who having broken 
their Faith given before to the Emperor, would like- 
wife in time betray him, he thruft him from him 
with Indignation, and falling in a Moment from his 
former Resolution, he again fuffer d the old Compa¬ 
nions of his Follies to refort to him, and entertain’d 
the fame pernicious Thoughts he had done before: 
Of which when the Emperor was inform’d, he at 
length refolv’d to fupprefs him before he grew too 


1 

i 


! 


powerful, vuuuuuxiivavuig ms £\wiuiuuvtu iw nvtw 

but Gerafimus the Patriarch, who inftantly inform’d 

Be flies into the Prince of it, and he fled with his Accomplices 
Thrace, the Night before he was to have been apprehended 

and efcap’d to Adriano fie. Cantacuz>enus takes HO no¬ 
tice of this Treafon in the Patriarch, but affigns 
fome other Circumftances, which induc’d the young 
Prince to fly, whom he takes Care on all Occafions 
to vindicate and excufe. 

It was a fatal Overfight in the Emperor, that 
not only fuffer’d, but forc’d thofe Great Men who 


communicating his Refolutions to none 


> 

1 


> t 


1 

* 
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i 


1 

7 




were of the Prince’s Party out of the City, upon 

Pretence of fending them to their Governments 

broad; whereas had he fecur’d ’eni, as he had 

Reafon fo to dp, the. young Andr onions would not 
have met with that Affiftance he afterwards found 
from Syrjriannes , Gantacuz^enus^ and the reft> who lay 
with a ftrong Body of Forces at Adrianovle ready to 


receive him 

The old Emp 
Flight, 


Mu 

jua^eror, being advertis’d of the Princes 
commanded him immediately to be proplaitn d 


Traitor, profccib’d him and ail his Adherents 


* 


and 


quitd 




dud of Syrgiannes , who were to attempt Conftantino- 
fle before the Emperor had recover’d himfelf, and 
whilft the Citizens lay under a general Confternati- 
on. Syrgiannes march’d with fo much Expedition, and 
the Emperor found himfelf fo unable to oppofe him, 
that he was perfuaded to endeavour at an Accommo¬ 
dation, and therefore fent Theoleptus^ Bifhopof Fbila - 
delphia , a Man of extraordinary Reputation for Wif- 
dom and Sandity to the young Prince, together with 
Irene his Mother, who like another Volumnia , was 
to deprecate her Son’s Indignation, and avert the 
Storm with which he threaten’d his Country. Syrgi - 
annes receiv’d both the Bifhop and his Mother with a 
Refped that was due to the one and the other, and 
waited on ’em to the young Prince lying at Orefiias ; 
where, after feveral Difputes on both fides, it was at 
length agreed, That the Empire fhould be divided, An'jgr*- 
that the Prince fhould have all Hhrace from Chritfo » k m 

<c polls to Rhegium, and the Suburbs of Constantinople q 

“ for his Share ,* that his Followers fhould enjoy with- a nJ7be 
€€ out Moleflation, fuch Lands as he had conferr’d up- Prmu. 

iC on ’em in Macedonia : And that, on the other hand, 

(S the Emperor fhould retain all the reft of the Xmpe* 

“ rial Dominions, having the Honour of receiving 
€C Ambafladors, and treating with Foreign Princes. 

Cantacuzenus faith that this Treaty met with many Dif¬ 
ficulties, that all the young Prince’s Friends difluaded 

him from any Agreement with the Emperor, and that 
the Army was hardly reftrain’d from affaulting Ccn~ 
fi amino pie. Certain it is the young Prince’s Intereft 

was very greats not only in the Aimy where he was 

abfolute. 
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Giegorl 
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The young, 

Prince 
takes up 
Arms 

again* 


The pman Tiifiory'. 

% 

father before the Gates of the City, where there 
many high Expreffions of Duty and Refped on th( 
one fide, and of Tendernefs and AfFedfion on the othej! 
After which the Prince went frequently into the ^ 



i % 


«V 


ty to vifit his Grand-father, and an entire Confide 
feem’d to be eftablifh’d between ’em. 

How fincere the young Prince was in this Pacifi 
tion he made appear by his future Practices, wh 
Cantacuwnus endeavours to juftifie by the Provo 
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ons he affirms he receiv'd from his Grandfather. He 
ever it were, tho'the old Emperor had granted hiiri 
lie demanded, tho' he had fuffer'd him to be crow; 
with himfelf in the Temple of St. Sophia, and alloi 
Ann of Savoy , whom he had lately marry'd upon; 
Death of his firft Wife Irene , to be crown’d likev? 
fhortly after, yet the ambitious Prince, impatient c, 
Rival, refolv'd at length to remove his aged Grant 
father, that he might reign without a Partner. In or- 
der to which he enter’d into a Treaty with Mich£\ 
Prince of Bulgaria, his Brother-in-Law, who was to 
make a Diverfion in Serbia, if that Prince fhould mow 
to the Emperor’s Affiftancej in Consideration of 


•sC 

m 

V-tfi 
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if 
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which the young Andronicus was to pay him a confr 
derable Sum of Money, and deliver up to him feve- 
ral Cities bordering upon his Territories, fo foon ss 
he had recover'd the Empire. 

When this was done, the Prince feiz'd on the Ptf 
lick Revenue in Thrace , and being encourag'd byfo 
quent Meflagesfromfome of the principal Inhabitants 
of Constantinople , he march'd towards it, pretending 



It was to fee his Ambaffadors, that he was fendingw 
the Sultan of j Egypt, embark with a Retinue fuit 
to their Character, at that Place. In the mean time tbs 
old Emperor receiv'd an Information of all Proceed 
ings and Defigns, from one who, in Deteftationofli 


foul 


a 


Treafon 


3 


had deferted the young Prince 


j 


am 


fled over to the Grand-father. He thereupon fen 
MelTengers to him, forbidding him to enter the City 


accufing him of manifeft Treafons^ and his Breach £ 
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Cantac 



.who is 
Jifif’d by the 

Bulgari¬ 


ans 




The 



oman Htjlory. 



* 



tinu’d faithful to the old Emperor,* they themfelve 


8 


Ihortly after falling into the fame Hands, were con 
fin’d to feveral Prifons in thofe Provinces. In the mean 
time the young Emperor* being advertis’d from his 
friends in ThejJ'alonica 3 that there wanted nothing but 
his Prefence to reduce the City to his Obedience, 
the People being generally inclin’d to him, he march* 

ed with great Expedition at the Head of fucb a Num¬ 
ber of his Forces as' he judg’d fufficient for his Pur, 
pofe; and tho’ he who commanded for the old Em¬ 
peror did all he could to preferve the Place in its 0- 
bedience to him, yet he was hardly inform’d of his 
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Approach, before his friends beheld his Enfigns from 
the Walls, and forc’d thofe who were prepar’d to op. 
pofe him to retire into the Caftle, out of which the 
young Emperor, who was immediately receiv’d into the 
City, drove ’em, after a very vigorous Refiftance. 

This wonderful Progrefs in the young Emperor’s 
Affairs exceedingly perplex'd his Grand-father, who 
once thought of courting his Grandfon to a Peace, 
and was preparing his Ambaffadors accordingly, when 
he receiv’d a Melfage from Michael , Prince of Bulga¬ 
ria, with Offers of Aid againft the young Emperor 
his Nephew, which Andronkus readily accepted, and 
the Matter was tranfadted with fo much Secrecy, 


• j 

t 


that the Management of it was entrufted to no more 
than two or three of his moil experienc’d Friends and 
Confidents j notwithflanding which the young Prince 


HViVll VU J ^ VV A j * 'W ft. & %■ Uv J A * 

had Intimation of it, and having defeated a Body of 


ti*$ 7 qu the Emperor’s Forces near the River Melanes 
lmarch’d in great hafte towards Constantinople 


5 



Hepatol', 

Cantac 


xaatvw vi ui vwvatUJ KsWftji' WfU WUfspVj to pre¬ 

vent, if poffible, the coming of the Bulgarians : For 

he was upon juft Grounds afraid, left they, finding 
the City in a weak defencelefs Condition, fhould ei¬ 
ther kill the old Emperor and feize it themfelves, or, 


what he thought altogether as bad 


ftoul 


* 


j 


bring him 
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fo powerful an Afliftance, as might enable his Grand 
father to keep him out. He fent a Meifer ger with 

Letters to the old Emperor, iq which he offer’d hhn 
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Androniciis 



Chap. VI. 

all imaginable Submiffion, told him how muchReafbn, 
he had to fear thofe foreign Troops* and advis’d him 

to be cautious how he rely’d upon ’em, left he put 
it into their Power to fubvert the State, and attempt 
fomething prejudicial to both their Lives and Dig 
nicies. This Remonftrance came too late, for three 
thoufand Bulgarian Horfe-men were arriv’d, to the 
great Joy of Androniciis, who however remembring 
what he had formerly fuffer’d from ^foreign Troops, 
admitted no more than the General and fome of his 
Friends to come into the City, but quarter’d the 
reft in the Suburbs. 
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When the young Prince faw he could not prevail A. DC 


with the Emperor to difmifs ’em, he endeavour’d 


228 


th 


hirnfeif to draw ’em off, and prevail’d fo effeftually who depat 
with his Prefents to their General, that they enclin’d 
to his Propofalsand after their chief Officers had 


% 

young Em¬ 
peror's Sol * 


-- --~ peror s sol 

been magnificently entertain’d by him, they broke Ucitatimi 


«P 


3 


and return’d into their own Country. Cantacu 




x,°nus faith they were recall’d home by their Prince 
who having been feverely reprov’d by the young 

for arming his Subjeds againft his Friend 


Empe 

and Allie, and hearing that Prince s Army wasun 

der the Walls of Con(lantinomic, iffu’d out his Orders 

immediately for their Return. 

The young Emperor, having thus remov’d the 


Bulg 
was 


3 


take 


was intent upo 


what other Meafures he 


, when two Watch-men of the City fled 
fecredy to him, and undertook to betray it into his 
Hands, provided they receiv’d the Rewards they pro¬ 
pos’d for their Encouragement $ which being readily 
granted, and the Hour for the Performance perfix’d, 
they who were appointed to that Service provided 
themfelves with Ladders of Ropes, which when the 


*3 


rr»» 

Time 


appointed came, the Traitors, having firft 

Companions upon the Watch drunk, 
. about Midnight, and fatten’d to the Top 
of the Battlements, by which eighteen Soldiers, 
rather more, according to 


made 

drew 


their 
up 


Q c 


and he 
or takes Con 

CmtaGUZtWUS) well arm’d ftancinq* 
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Chap. VI. 

After this the Bulgarians began to threaten the Em 
pirewith a War, and having form’d a powerful Ar 
my made an Irruption into Thrace ; and the Romans 
on the other fide, carry’d the War into Bulgaria 
which was manag’d for fome time with various Suc- 

’till both Parties at length grown weary, a Peace* 
>nce more eftablilh’d between ’em. 


tpl 
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3 


cefs 

was 




V 


The Death 


Some time before this dy’d Othoman y the firft King 0 ^ 
of the Turks , who laid the Foundation of the Turkifh ma0j ^ 
Empire in Blthynia , and is faid never to have attemp 
ted any Town in vain but Nice and Fbiladelpb 
Domeftick Quarrels 


'f the 


The Turks 


among 


the Greeks in his time 

greatly contributed to his Succefs, tho’ he was a wife, 
valiant, and generous Prince, but deceitful, defigning, 
and ambitious. His Reign was long and glorious 





v 


dy’d in the Year 


22 6 


when he had liv'd fixty 




Years, and reign'd upwards of twenty eight 


Be¬ 
ginning his Conquefts with an handful of Vagabond 
Rebels, he fubdu d many Provinces in the letter Apa 
and feveral Sultans of his Nation, leaving his Son Or 
cbanes Matter of great Part of Cappadocia , and^ Bit by 


i 


j 


ma 




to which he afterwards added other Conquefts 


of no lefs Confideration 

O thorn an being dead. 


the Chriftians recovered feve 


ral Forts and Cattles from the Turks in A(i< 


3 


which 


he had not Time to eftabiifh a regular Government 

before his Death. Of which when Orchanes was ad- 

* 

vertis’d, having fecur’d to himfelfthe Succeffion, and 
happily compos’d his Affairs at home, he march’d with 
his Forces againft the Chriftians, and driving ’em out 
of their late Conquefts, inverted the City of Nice, for 
the Relief of which the Emperor pafs’d over into Afia 


\ 


and engaging with the Turks 


d 


The. Chri 


em 


■Pv r r JLwc. \urjt * 

Defeat from p ians dem 
and was him (elf wounded in the Foot, which fated by 
prov’d afterwards the Occafion of a fhameful Retreat. f^Tuiks 
For Orchanes having in the late Engagement made Tri¬ 
al of the Chriftians Strength and Courage, left three 
hundred Horfe to watch their Motions, whilft he re 
tir’d farther into the Country with the reft of his Ar 
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were gladly receiv’d by the Inhabitants 


391 


em for Rowans 


* who took 

but being got within the Gates* and 

who 


Inftant join’d by the other three hundred 




were return’d from their pretended 


Flight, 


they 


t' 


quickly kill’d the Garrifon, and matter’d the City 
The Imperial Minifters at Conjlantinople were about The young 
that time in too great a Confufion to find a Remedy Emptror 
for that unfpeakable Misfortune. The young Empe- b,in & 




had been feiz’d with fo violent a Fit of Sicknefs at g I!?Ht an ~ 


ger of 

D'dymothicum, occafion’d by a great Cold he had taken Death, 
in Bathing, that his Life was defpair’d off, and all 

thofe who had been inftrumental in the late Revolu 

% 

don confider’d with Horror the Condition they muft 
be reduc’d to in cafe he dy’d* and the old Emperor 
was reftord to his Power and Authority. The two 

Hiftorians* Gregoras and Cantacuzenus 9 differ in no¬ 


thing more throughout their Eliftorles* than the Ac 
count they have given us of the Behaviour of thofe 
Minifters upon this Occafion. Gregoras faith, that 
Cantacuz^enm and the other Favourites were fb fearful 

of the old Emperor* tho’ now grown Blind by Age 
and Misfortunes* for he had a long time mingled his 
Drink with Tears, and eaten the Bread of Sorrow. 


that they firft thought of putting him to Death, and 
when they could not all agree upon that* they una- 
nimoufly refolv’d to force the Habit upon him* anjj 
make him become Monk $ and that nothing might 
be wanting to render their Perfecution effe&ual 



nadenus , a Man of all others the moft difagreeabie 
to the aged Prince* was chofen to execute this their 
Will and Pleafure. Synadenm perform’d his Com- his ®rand 


miffion with the inexorable Cruelty they defir’d* i at \ 
and forc’d the unwilling Emperor at once to change f orc ' d 

S • 1* • « . . - 4 . _ ' . O tuvv* 1 

ins Condition and 

that of Anthony . On the other fide Cantacuz>enus faith 
that the Emperor 

Profecutors after 


er 12 


his Name, impofing upon him 


Monk 


fearing a feverer Ufage from his 
the Death of his Nephew, volun 


tartly renounc’d the World* and took the Habit upon 


him 


9 


3 


adding 




That the young Emperor upon his 

Recovery 




f 
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threw him 
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into Prifon, and 


99 

# « 

kept fo vigilant an Eye 


the Emprefs, that fhe had not the Power left to fwafteoce 


accommodate Matters, tho upon 



ood Grounds £he 7 e]e ^ 


earneftly delir'd it. Having proceeded thus far, they and the 
Crown’d the young Emperor with great Pomp at Con-v 9mi & Em 


ftantino^le^ and the Patr 
excommunicated Cantaa, 


a lolemn 



psror 


'd 


z,enuss and all his Adherents. Confian 

Thofe of his Relations who had not the good Fortune tinople. 
to efcape at the Beginning of the War were cruelly ^ & 
■murder'd by Apocauchuss who had for along time pro- 2 


fefs'd 


Enmity 


Cantacuz>enus 


» 


for no other Rea 


fon but becaufe he was a Man of greater Power, and 
better affe&ed to the State than himfelf. This Man 
at firft behav’d himfelf with fome Moderation, but 
when he found the Breach widen’d 

confirm’d againfl: Cantacuz,enus 


i 


j and the Fadlioa 
he then pull'd off the 
Mask, and appear’d the Head of the Party. That he 
might fhow the World what they were to expedfc from 
him, he us'd Cantacuz^enm his Mother with the great- 
eft Barbarity, tho 9 ftie was a Woman of Illuftrious 
Birth, and as deferving as any of her Sex. He ap¬ 
pointed her Keepers the mo ft diffolute, and void of 


all Humanity, who were continually jailing \ at her 


Son in her Hearing during the War,- pretending 
fometimes an Account was brought that he was ta¬ 
ken Prifoner, at others that an Exprefe came with 



Advice of his being kill'd in Fight, that his 
was fent to Court, of which the Villains promis'd to 
make her a Prefent. Having by this Ufage, and o 


^ -—-—-^ —Q J w 

ther Cruelties, thrown her into a violent Fever, A- 
pocauchus would faffer no Phyfician to adminifter, to 



er 


her $ and when the Emprefs hearing of the Dan 
fhe was in, order'd her own Phyfician to attend her 
the Patriarch and his Accomplices, having fir ft terri 




fy’d him with bitter Menaces, made him folemnly 
fwear he would prefcribe nothing fhould do her any 


good 


By thefe 



the unhappy Lady dy’d 


fhortly after for want of Help : Of which when the 

was inform’d, and of the great Miferies /he 

- .. « •- ^ 

had 
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fon him. Accordingly he went to Cantacu^mus^' ly¬ 
ing then at Selybria, and with a feign’d Compun&ion 
confefs’d what he had undertaken againft him, but 
that being touch’d with the Horror of the Fact 3 he 
came to affure him his Life for the future fhould be as 

i 


dear to him as his own ; and to manifeft the Truth of 
what he afferted, he produc’d the Poifon he was to 
have adminiiter’d to him. Cantacutimm was highly 
pleas’d at the Freenefs of his Confeffion, and gave^ 
him feveral rich Prefents, to encourage him to be his 
Friend for the future. By this means Monomachus ob¬ 
tain’d fuch a degree of his Favour and Truft., that/ 
he had infallibly poifon’d him with another Drug! 
conceal’d for that purpofe, had not Cantacuz,mm hi$ 
Friends at Conftantinopk privately advertis’d him of the 

Danger he was in. r 
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by the Generality of the 



with an uni 


* 



at 


verfai Shout fainted him Emperor. The Empre 
firft fecur’d herfelf very ftrongly in the Palace, and re¬ 
fus'd to admit of any Accommodation, 'till the young 
Emperor himfelf, who had an Underftandingaincom- 
mon to one of his Years, perceiving that they who 
pretended to be his Friends and Protestors difagreed 


amon 



themfelves, and that neither he 


his Mo 



ther could long be fafe from the fury of the Mob, 
they did not comply, earneftly entreated her to truft 
to the Generofity of Cantacuzenus , rather than expofe 

herfelf to the incens'd Multitude; whereupon both a Peace 
fides came to an Agreement, by virtue of which Can- concluded* 
tacuz,emts was confirm'd Pal^eologus his Collegue in the 

Empire, and had the foie Adminiftration of Affairs 


conferred upon him for ten Years, the young Empe 
ror being then but fifteen Years of Age, after which 
he was to be equal in Authority with him. An Adfc 
of Oblivion pafs'd on all fides, and they both agreed 
to be common Fathers of their People. 

This happy Agreement put an end to a War which 
had rag'd for five Years within the Bowels of what re¬ 
main’d to the Roman Empire, occafion’d the Lofs of 
much Blood and Treafure, and gave the Turks an 
Opportunity in the mean time of fettling themfelves 
Europe , and laid the Foundation of thofe unexpref* 


/ 


fible Calamities, with which all Chriftendom at length 
was vifited. 

Cantacu&enus, having been formerly crown'd at .A- 
drianopley was again crown'd with much Solemnity by 
the Hands of Ifidore , the new Patriarch of Confiantlno 



And to the end a perfect Union might be fettled T ^ e 
between him and the Houfe of the FaUologl , he gave ^ } m r pe ^ or 

his Daughter Helena within a few Days after to the Cantaoi- 

young Emperor, and order'd her to be Crown'd like- zenus his 
wife 


Tho' he did all that his long Experience and Daii &fo er « 


Converfation in the Affairs of State could fuggeft to 
him, for the Eftablifhment of himfelf and his Family 
in the Authority, to which with fo much Difficulty 


Dd 


z 
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* 



an irreconcileabie Averfion to him, and promis'd 
thefe hisPenfioners in the young Emperor's Court li¬ 
beral Rewards* if by their Artifices they could renew 
the War between the two Princes • and Palteologus, 

whofe native Simplicity and incorrupted Innocence 
made him judge of other Mens Integrity by his own, 
was too eafily feduc'd by their crafty Infinuations. 

The principal A&ors in this Affair were Men who 
heretofore had profefs’d an inviolable Friendfhip to 
Cantacuz,enus . 3 which obtain'd 'em the eafier Credit 
with the young Emperor, who upon that Confidera- 
tion highly applauded 'em for their Loyalty to him. 

This Difaffe&ion in Valreologus broke out fhordy after 
into an open. War, which was not throughly extin- 
guifh'd, 'till the young Emperor, affifted by the Geno * 
efe,Cantacuz,emts his inveterate Enemies, had forc’d his 
Father-in-Law to quit the Imperial Dignity, which 
he did generoufly, and retire into a Monaftery at the Cantacu- 
Foot of the Mountain Atbos, where he took the Ha- zenus 
bit, and liv'd for feveral Years remov'd from the Noife f * rn ! 
and Vexations of the World, leaving behind him the 
Hiftory of his own Times, yielding in Beauty to none ’ * 

of the modern Greeks; tho' having had fo large a Share 
in the Affairs of that Age himfelf, it is not to be won¬ 
der’d at if fometimes he difguis’d the Truth. 

He was undoubtedly a Man of a great Capacity, and 
unweary'd Application to publick Affairs,but had more 
of the Statefman than the Chriftian in him • as appears 
by his Alliance with the Turks , the profefs'd Enemies 
to Chriftianity, who, according to the Hiftorians of 
that Nation, firft fettled themlelves in Europe during 
the Difputes between him and his Pupil Valmlogus . 

He had a great Command over his Paffions.and knew 
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pear’d at length by his Behaviour to him. For Andro 

the Emperor's eldeft Son, having contract 


mens 


sd an intimate Friendfhip with Saux , one of Amu 
mb's Sons, and being both impatient of Subjection, 
and ambitious above meafure, they mutually confpir’d 
the Death of their Fathers, as the only Means to fe« 
care and haften their own Advancement. When this 
was difeover’d to Amurath , he, after diligent enquiry 


the Matter, and plain Proof made againft 


em 




order’d his own Son’s Eyes to be pluck’d out, and by 
Letters requir’d the Emperor to inflid the fame Pun 
i/hment on his Son, threatning if he refus’d, to oblige 
hirn to it by Force ,* with which the Emperor was fo 
terrify’d, that he inftantly obey’d, either for that he 


confider’d he was unable to withftand Amurath' s For 

ces, and therefore thought it imprudent to provoke 

him; or that he was afraid of a War, which of Ne 

ceffity would divert him from his ufual Intempe 
ranee 


For the Hiftorian reprefents him as a Prince Pucss 


ftupid and una&ive, applying all his Time to amo 

rous Amufements, and glorying more in the Conqueft 
of a beautiful Woman, than the Defence of his Sub 

and the Security of the State. Andronicus , toge 
ther with his Son an Infant, being thus blinded by 
fealding Vinegar, was by the Emperor’s Order thrown* 


into Prifon 


where he continu’d for two Years, at 


the end of which he made his Efcape, and by the Af 
fiftance, as fotne fay, of Amurath himfelf, but more 


probably,^ according to others, of the Genoefe in Gala 
’ a > he rais’d a War againft his Father, whom he over¬ 
threw^ and having forc’d his Way into Constantinople , 

be proclaim’d Emperor, and threw 


ausd himfelf 

ns Father and two Brothers, Manuel and Theodorus 9 
nto Prifon ‘ ~ ‘ 


where they likewife continu’d for two 
*ears, a ^d then found Means of efcaping to Scutaris 
rf w ^ich when Andronicus was inform’d, that Prince, 

under 


tbhorrin^ 


the Calamities of a Civil War, 


v 


vhich the Romans had fo lately groan’d, and of which 
^ would now be efteem’d the Author, fent for his 


Pd 



Father 
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oman 
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Father, and having receiv’d from him an Oath for 
his own Security, reftor’d him to his Throne, and re¬ 
tir’d with his Wife and Son to Selyhria^ where the Em* 
peror fuffer’d him to refide in Safety, 




ir 


l 


r i 



reafonable Revenue for his Maintenance 
fay Manuel, Andronicus his Brother, made his Efcap 
to BajaZjCt) who had lately fucceededhis Father, with 
whom he con traded to hold the Empire as tributary 
to him, provided he would expel his Brother, and con¬ 
firm him in the Succeffion. -f This is contradided as 
well by thofe who 

John Falaolofr 
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ma 


Amur at h to have receive 

m 

, as by Ducas . from whom we learn 
that he dy’d fbme time before him, and that Bajm 


V* % 


n 

& 


held fo hard a Hand over him, and impos'd fuch diHio 
nourable Conditions upon him, that the helplefsEm- 

long time been affii&ed with the 


perofj wii \j uau cl uui^ uwun &\ 

The Death Gout, which his diforderly Life had 


who had 


i 

♦ * 


)f John 

Falaeolo 

sus 


brought 


3 


upon 

dy’d thro’ Grief, leaving no Son living behind 


him 

him but ’Manuel l who was then 


* 


A. D* > The Truth is,- the Accounts 


Bajaz,et 


Court, 


i 

p 


have of the few fol 


* 3 8 7 


lowing Empe 


3 > 


fympathiz’d 


and their Addons, are like the 

if they 


f 

! 


Words of dying Men, broken andimperfed 



the prefent Condition, of the Em 


pire, which ^ began now to labour under its laft 


* 

Marmel 


Agonies. * 

Manuel , hearing of his Father’s Death, polled away 
Palaeoio- immediately for Cowjlantinople , without his taking 

acquainting, him with the Rea 




t 


g us 



Leave of 

fons that call’d him fo haftiiy away : Of which when 
the Tyrant was inform’d^- he feverely punifh’d thofe 

efcape, and paffing with 


Officers that fuffer d hi 

• * 

great Expedition oiit 


o Thrace , he de 

Conftan- ftroy’d all the Cities and Towns adjoining to Confix 



tinople be 
fieged h 

Bahzet. 


tin op l 


and having over-rah all TheJJ'ahyMacedon 


and 


Bulgaria , he fate down before the Imperial City, which 
he clofely befieg’d both by Sea and Land. -This Tor¬ 
rent of Succefs provok’d the Chriftian Princes in-the 
Weft to 



enter into 


rx 


fit 


t ** - 


V - 


League againlt him, and S$f 

Head of 

mors 


pafs'd th $-Danube at 
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which Amurath laid Claim, as having been formerly 
conquer’d by Bajatet < after whofe Death it relaps’d 
again to the former Proprietors ,• who perceiving they ^ jy m 
were not able to maintain it againft the invincible jatxI 
Power of the Ottomans , deliver’d it up to th z Venetians, The/Talo- 
which occafionM a long expenfive War betwixt them nica takm 
and the Turks , ’till in the end Amurath took it by ^ 

Storm, in the Year 1429, or 14 51, having firft pro- Turks * 
mis’d his Soldiers the Spoil of that capacious City, 

and the Inhabitants, Men, Women, and Children, 
for their Slaves. 
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other Chriftian Princes,,. who notwithftanding, 
inifs-led by a ftrange Infatuation^ fufFerd the City to 
become a Prey to the Turks, whilft" they fate ftill as 
idle Spe<ftators, or were wholly employ’d in petty 
Quarrels among themfelves. 

In the Beginning of the Year 145*5, a Year fatally 
memorable to all Chriftendom, Mahomet rharch’d 
from Adrianogle at the Head of three hundred thoufand 

Men, Bulgarians, Servians , Macedonians , Germans, Bohe¬ 
mians, Hungarians, and even Greeks having lifted them¬ 
felves under him ,• it being always the Policy of the 
Mahometan Princes to allure Chriftians to fight againft 
their Brethren, and to turn their unnatural Arms a- 
ainft themfelves. To thefe were, added his effemi- 

w f 

nate Soldiers of Afta, his natural Turks and Jani&a- 


3 
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ries, in Number fewer, in Quality 



and yet 

well 




they commanded all the reft. With this Army, 

Appointed with all warlike Provifion, Mahomet came, 
and on the ninth of April encamp’d before Conft anti- who fay 
nopie , covering with hisnumerous Troops all the main siege.to 3 . 
Land before the City, from the fide of the Bofphorus ^ 0 ^ 1 a e I1;o 


to the Haven, which the River running far up into 
the Land, makes between Vera and Conft antinop>le. The 
Afiaticks were plac’d on the right Hand towards the 

Bofphorus ; the Europeans lay on the left, extending to 

the Haven, and the Sultan himfelf was planted with 
fifteen thoufand Janizaries and other Guards over- a- 
ainft the Heart df the City, and in the Middle, be¬ 
tween both. His Admiral at the fame time brought 
a Fleet confiding of thirty Gallics, two hundred (mall 
Ships, &nd other leffer Veffels mann’d with 
Archers, who were more for Shew than Service. 

Emperor on the other fide had no more than 




T •/ 
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The «■ / 
ftrength of. 




as many from Venice , and 


two Galliots, 


great Ships belonging to the Genoefe , with three Cre - the Be 
tan Games 

and a few other fmall Veffels of Chios , all which came 
thither upon the Account of Trade, and by Chance 

rather than upon any defign of Service, for which 

were not well provided. Befzdes the Greeks. 



F e 


arm’d 
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hho con - 

*veys So of 
his Ships 8 
Miles over 
Land into 

the Haven. 


The Beha¬ 
viour of 
the be • 

ftegd . 

* 


Due. cap. 
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he ^oman Hiflory 


Vol 





V 

triv'd certain Engines by the Afliftance of a Rene „ 

do Chriftian, who had feen fomething like it^pra 
< 5 Hs'd before by the Venetians in the Lake of Ben 

with which he convey'd eighty of his Ships with 
their Sails flying, to the Admiration of thofe who 
faw it over Land, the fpace of eight Miles into the 
Haven of Constantinople, where the Chriftian Gallic, 
attempted to have burnt thofe Veffels as they were 
launching 'em ,* but Mahomet had before planted fe 

veral Pieces of great Ord'nance for their Defence 
with which he funk the foremoft of the Gallies 


0 


1 


-1 

V. 


I 


M 

£ 


W 


m 





f 


>r. 


■r 


) 


* 



vvnu wmvii &iy 1 viv 1 vajlw 

forc'd the reft to retire. Having thus got Poffeffion 
of the Haven, he caus'd a Bridge to be built over it 
with wonderful Labour and Expedition, by which 
means that part of his Army which lay encamp'd 
near Pera, could pafs over to the Walls of Confiantm 

, and affau.lt it on that fide alfo. 

In the mean time the.City was not in more Danger 
from her Enemies without, than her own Citizens, 




■r 

■i 

I 



* 

m 


h 


within p 


who were miferably divided with Factions 
and'tis wonderful to confider how far that unhappy 
People were tranfported with a blind Zeal for Reli- 

when they were furrounded with 
Deftru<ftion flood waiting at their 


; 


£jcn> at a tinre 


't 

r 




y 

i 


Dangers, 


and 



Doors to devour 'em. The Difputes relating to 
Union with the Latins were grown by this timefo 


%r 

y. 


f 


l 

y 




high 


that _fome of principal Authority in the 



ty made no fcruple of declaring, that they had father 
fee a Turk's Turban, than a Cardinal's Cap at Confix 

• by that means facrificing all that was dear to 
their Duty to their Country, their Inteteft, their 
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em 
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Liberty, and that very Religion about which they 
with fo much Heat contended, to their private Ani- 
mofities, and ill-grounded Opinions: Aftrangeln- 

his Dif- 


* 

/ 

M# 


fatuation^ and a manifeft Token that God 
pleafure had forfaken 'em. 

During thefe Difputes and Contentions, the Auxili 
ary Soldiers mutiny'd for want of Pay, and the Into 

bitams refus'd to go upon the Walls, declaring’&«J 

ha( 
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iad no Courage to fight againft the Turks in th& 
Breaches, whilft their Families ftarved at home for 


want of Suftenance 


To remedy thefe two great E 


riis after the poor Emperor had firft with Tears in 
rain requefted of his covetous Subjects to lend their 
Money for the Defence of the City, and they affirm’d 
with Oaths that they had none, but were reduc’d to 
extream Poverty for want of Trade, he was forc’d to 
convert the Plate and Jewels of the Church into Mo¬ 
ney to fatisfie his Soldiers, and commanded a View 
to be taken of all the Corn in the City , which upon 
diligent Search was found in great Abundance in pri¬ 
vate Mens Hands, who conceal’d it on purpofe to 
make an unreafonable Advantage of it.: which howe- 


vate Mens Hands, who conceal d it on purpoie to 

make an unreafonable Advantage of it ; which howe¬ 
ver the Emperor now caus’d to be divided proportio- 
nably to every Family at a reafonable Price, and fi- 
lenc’d the Complaints of the People, who were by . ; 
that means fupply’d with more than the Time allotted 
'em by Fate would fuffer ’em' to confume. 

For Mahomet having now prepar’d all Things necef- Mahomet 
fary for a general Affault, the fatal Hour Was ap-W* rw 
preaching. The report of the great Preparations the 7^ a s f ene \ 
Princes were making in the Welt for the Relief of the ° rm ‘ ! 
City, made it debated in a Council of War, whether 
the Siege was to be continu’d or rais’d. Some were 
of Opinion that the Army ough£ to break up and de¬ 
part, without running the hazard of a Defeat from 
the Chriftians,* but the Arguments of thofe who were 
for the Continuance of the Siege agreed belt with 
Mahomet $ Humour, whereupon the Day was appoint- 


t > 


The report of the great Preparations the/^ a sform 




but the Arguments of thofe who were 
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ed for a general Affault. 


Haly Bajja, who had for 


merly been Mahomet’s Tutor, and was of the other 
Opinion, difdaining to have his Council rejected, and 
inwardly well inclin’d to the Chriftians, fecretly ad¬ 
vertis’d the Emperor of it ,• for which he was after¬ 
wards feiz’d by the Tyrant’s Order, and carry’d in 
Bonds to Adrianofk , where he was forc'd by exquifite 
Tortures to difeoverhis Treafure, after which he was 

ip his extream old Age put tp Death. 
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Volt 


ft 


The Emperor, fore-warn’d by this friendly Admo. 

nition, firft recommended the Care of himfelf and 

e City to the Divine Protedion, and then appoint. 


1 

M 


the City to the Divine Protection, and then appoint, 
ed every Man to his Pofir, for the Defence of the 
Walls; but becaufe the City was fo large that all Parti 


could not equally be defended by fo (mall a Numbe| 
as were the Befieg’d, the greateft Strength was plac’d! 


the 


d 


for the Defence of the outer Wall 


where a confide* 


rable Breach had been made by the Piece of Ordinance 


rJ 


•* 


before-mention’d. 


This Juftinian 


with three kti.| 


dred Gencefe , and a feled Body of Greeks , undertook? 
to defend, and the Emperor himfelf, with another 


Body well arm'd 
lay allNight, wi 


was polled near him. 


Here they 




waiting for the Time when the Affauit 


r 


was to be given 


great Noife in the Turkifo Camp 


and hearing with Aftonifhmem 


8 f 


Preparations for it. 
offer'd ’em a Peace 


who were making 


Mahomet had fome time before 

but upon fuch Terms as he knew 
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they would not accept 


which was done either totryj 


if they had Courage to hold out to the laft Extremity, 
or to juftifte all the Barbarities he was refolv'd to ex- 


ercife againft; ’em 


when he had matter’d the City. 


I. 
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Early on the twenty ninth of May Mahomet de-j 
tach'd a great Number of fuch as were leaft regarded: 
by him to begin the Alfault, who were deiign'd for 
210 other purpofe but to weary the Chriftians, before 

Juftirmn, *h e Attack ,was begun by his more vigorous Afi 
the Empem lants, who were twice or thrice repuls'd by the Be* 
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^ V V/ WX VV I.IV &1MVI , IV* 

for that Reafon were forfaken by him ^ for 
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more grievous than Death it felf. Whilft forne were 
bufy’d in profaning the Churches, and with itn. 
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time derided their Folly, that poffeffing fo much 
they bellow’d fo little in Defence of themfelves 
and their Country ; and at this very Day, when 3 
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be ftrangled, 296* declar'd Emperor 9 
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the Scythians, 23 his Behaviour 


Hannibal 


tkeCrufade, 243, & fequ. his Arti- \ Antioch taken by the Crufade, p .26$ 
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Manuel, the Emperor's Lieutenant, Sifter, 262, 26$. his Pr&grejs intotk | 
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gafians, 131. his Succefs, 133- be for A he is reftor d to his former Digttyil 
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161 and overthrows the Ruffians, j Ibatzes the Bulgarian oppofes Bafilius II 
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iion, 281. which occafions the.Lofs of\ John the young Emperors Eyes,] 
his Army, 282. his unexpelled Delive- J for which he is excommunicated i>] 
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Reign of Leo IV, p. 19. who con -j _ ^ „ N ,, . 

the Chrift 



P 


fines him , ibid, but is murder'd by him 5 1 Nice 
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